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CRAST LES ae 
That in Order to the Refigning our Wills in-. 
tirely to the Will of Gop, we ſhould fre- 

quently conſider ſuch Princip 


les as are moſt. 
available to the effeftual ſubduing them 
+ thereunts.. 


irft, ET r to be fu Tels 
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ſuch Principles as are available to- 
dhe ſubduing our. Wills to the 
* * Will of Gov. - Let us fax de 

in our Minds theſe following Truths. vs 
A3. Tan 


6 The great Duty of 
1. THAT the Will we are to ſubmit to is the 
Will of our great Creator, Preſerver, and Bene- 


* 


As God is our Creator, He hath a Right to be 
our abſolute Lox D; and being ſo, we mult needs 
acknowledge that we ought to will nothing, nor 
da any Thing, but what „Ie 


; 4 L , p 

AGcain, * is che Will of our Sent * · 
22 7. 5 ever ince we hade Be 
J new igations upon us, in continu- 
ed Care of his gracious Providence, and by his re- 
newed Mercies. He is always doing us good, and 
filling our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, being 
not = all niggardly in the Comforts of this Life, 
but them in ſuch ion as is able 
to content moderate Deſires, and bei 
cious in affording us ſuitable Means a better 
Liſe. And therefore if we have the a Senſe of 
what is and we will 

ledge it N do all we can 
to pleaſe Him, who hath done fo infinitely much 
— pleaſe us. The Apoſtle well knew the Power * 

is Argument, when he ſaid, [ be us by t 

N Mercies of Gov; that you preſent i Bodies © 


ing 8250 e, holy, accepta able unte Gon, which is 


yur r Service. 


# ' 


Non UN at Doe ee 
perſuade to Patience, to a quiet Submiſſion to Di- 


vine Providence; ſeeing 


immenſum mar Dei. Where there is 
ene Drop Boil ee 
Vours a And this Men would confeſs, 


— pnd-enthey fide the 
many Mercies they enjoy, as they are * 
| e 


richly gra- 


2 
1 Ubi mak gatia gif, ibi 


© tt. > 4 "tvo&S @@©@d @. ima. i co 0 tc oct 


—2 A £u<© a __— 


—_— wc <04q: 4c _ . 2% _ tl + A 


Sexrr-RxsToVATTox. 7 


the few Evils they ſuffer. If they were duly ſen- 
1 are leſs than the leaſt of the many 
Mercies they poſſeſs; and that in all their Suffer. 
ings, Gop puniſheth them lefs than their Sins de- 
ſerve. Holy Jab thought it. reaſonable thus to ar · 
gue, Shall we recerve Good at the Hand of Gon, 
and ſhall we not receive Evil? What, is Gon 
bound to be always heaping Favours upon us? 
Muſt we be fed with nothing but Marrow Jnd and Fat- 
neſs? If Gon 2 to taſte of the 
bitter, to drink of the Waters of Marab, ſhall we 
murmur, and think un of it? Far de it be 
us ſo to do. 


2. Tar Will we are to abmit to is the Will 9 
the infinitely perfect Being, that is moſt holy, 
en wiſe, and powerful: And acco ly his 

ill is moſt ho wiſe and perſect, and 
therefore infinitely more worthy to be followed thag 
our own, which is vain and perverſe, and * 
many fooliſh and hurtful Deſires. 


Ir a Child be left (0 bis on Will. it would be 
his Ruin, and it would be much more icious 
to us not to be guided, en kerl 
the Will of Geb. * 


Ann Gop i is not on to be acted as the 
gre Sovereign of the World, but alſo as the wife 

hyſician of 455 that hath, the Care of Mankind, 
as of fick Perſons; this World being a great Hoſp 
tal, a Place for diſeaſed and infected Souls, and 
Aſflictions are his Phyſick, which He preſcribes 
and applies according to the ſeveral Caſes of his 
Patients. The fick Soul is not for this Kind of 
Phyſick, but would rather be pleaſed and gratified; 
bot t Gon's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, nor 


Will a8 outs. le will have his Patients ſub- 
mit 


: 


8 Dbe great Duty of 


mit to his Method of Hurts he herein He is wiſe and 
| alſo, it is an Act of EN in Him to 
o thus. It would be an Act of Cruelty in the Phy- 
elan to comply with his Patient's Humour, and 
ſuffer his Will to prevail. And there is no true 
Chriſtian, however Chaftening is not joyous but grie- 
vous to him for. a Time, but finds afterwards that 
it yields the peaceable Fruits of 3 and 
that it was good for bim to have been afflicte 


1 app, that it is the Will of Gop meſt 
powerful, as well as moſt holy and wiſe, that we 

are fo ſuhmit toz and this teaches us how fruitleſs 
an Attempt it is to reſiſt his Will. 77 unte him 
that flriveth with his Maker ; let the Patſherd fir i ue 
with the Potſherds of the Earth. So that if we will 
not be perſuaded to a Compliance with the Will of 
God either from the Conſideration of his Holineſs, 
Wiſdom or Goodneſs, let us dread the terrible Ef- 
fects of his Power. How many Inſtances of Irre- 
ſignation and ſtubborn Self-Will are to be found in 
Scripture, whom Gop made to know that it is im» 


poſſible to oppoſe his Will and proſper. b 2% 


3. Taz Will we are to be religned to, com> 
mands ſuch Things as are in their own Nature good, 
and carry their own Reaſon in them. | The Good: 
neſs and Reaſonableneſs of all Gop's primary Com- 
mands, and. our Obligation to them, doth not 
meerly depend upon his ſovereign Authority; Tho' 
they are to be obſerved. becauſe Gop commands 
them, yet He doth not command them only pro 
imperio, to ſhew abſolute Sovereignty over us, but 
becauſe they are eſſentially good, moſt agreeable 
to his holy Nature, and | greatly for our * 
tage. 


N TEIS 
r 
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Ser F-RESIGNATION. 9 
Tuts is the Go. even our Sancti fication, 
1 Thef. iv. 3. This is the Sum of all He wills con- 
cerning us; and judge in yourſelves, js not a Life 
of Chaſtity better than that of Uncleanneſs? Are 
not 2 — and Sobriety better than Surfeit- 
ing and Drunkenneſs? Are not Humility and 
eekneſs more lovely and commendable than Pride 
and Inſolence ? Are not Juftice, Uprightneſs and 
Truth better than Injuſtice, Falſhood aud Oppreſ- 
ſion? Are not Charity 4 
Cruelty, and Hard-heartedneis? Is it not more 
reaſonable to love Gop above all, than to prefer 
any Thing before Him, He the higheſt 
our infinite! _ Friend and Father, from whom 
ourſelves * are? Nay, whoſe Rea- 
fon dath not him, that as the former are moſt 
amiable and moſt becoming human Nature, fo the 
ater are as | hateful and Wr us? 


Welfare 5 Goes well-being of the Soul? 
D to be ſenſi- 


ble of our unworthy Behaviour towards Gop, to 
be grieved that we have offended the Father of 
Mercies, and amend our Ways, as ever we would 
expect his Favour, and thoſe Mercies which none 
but He can beſtow us? And is not this bet- 
ter than to continue in Diſobedience, and to har- 
den our Necks againſt Gon, and not to be af- 
fected wic any — 
towards Him? So that we ſee Repentance is 

ble to the Condition of bur State here; and 
ſo is alſo Submiffion to the Wl of Cop 
in his Diſpoſals of us, both in Reſpect of his Good- 


TIE, mt Oy 
uw 


2 " paſs” * 


10 The great Duty of 


us; and nothing is more manifeſtly unreaſonable, 
than to repine at any of the Divine Providences. 


Ax as for the other Things Gop commands, 
thoſe which are our Duty only by poſitive Inſtitu- 
tion, as they are but very few under the Goſpel, 
ſo are they only commanded, that they may better 
- ſecure the weightier Matters of the Law, the pri- 
.mary Commands, and fit us for a mindful Obſer- 
vance of them. And as He, who is infinitely wiſe 
and good, knows. beſt what is fitteſt to. be required 
of us, in Order to fo great an End, it cannot but 
be highly unreaſonable and unworthy not to com- 
ply chearfully with his Will declared in theſe, as 
well as in the other Commands. AR, 


4. THE Reſignation of our Wills, to the Will 
of Gop, hath the Promiſe of a Reward infinitely 
above the Labour of any Services He requires of us, 
and the Pain of any Sufferings He inflidts upon us. 
Our Services are due to GoDp, as we are his Crea- 
tures; and therefore it would be our 9 yield 
ourſelves to his Will, without the Conſideration 
of any future Reward. And beſides, we have more 
than our Services are worth, and our Sufferin 
amount unto. We are leſs than the leaſt of 
Multitude of Mercies we daily receive. And the 
very Comforts which ariſe from the Senſe of doing 
our Duty, are a great Reward. But that Gop 
ſhould confer — 2. Reward upon ſuch poor, 
mean Services; a Reward ſo rich and glorious, 
beyond Expreſſion and Apprehenſion,— What a 
Conſideration is this! What we do or ſuffer, in 
Compliance with the Will of Gop, is far from 
being above what the Heart can conceive, or the 
Tongue expreſs: But the Reward which Gop 
will - for this doing and ſuffering, is ſuch as 
is unſpeakable and full of Glory, and paſſeth all Un- 
der/tanding.. 
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= dr handing. Eye hath 5 4 nor Ear heard, for 
= hath it entered into the Heart of Man, the Things 
vieh Gop hath prepared for them that love Him. 


= AGcAiN, our Services and Sufferings are but for 

mis Life, which is but as a Vapour, that appeareth 

= fr a little time, and then vaniſheth away : But God 
will reward them with an exceeding and "eternal 

Weight of Glory. So that well _ the Apoſtle 

reckon the Sufferings of this preſent Time (and con- 

ſequently the Services alſo) not worthy to be com- 
pared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed m us. 

Thou art not far from thy Journeys End; chou 

haſt but a little Time to teſtify thy Love to Gop 

here, and He hath an Eternity to reward thee in; 

which therefore ſhould encourage our Patience to 

perſevere to the End. Eſpecially when we conſi- 

der, that though this Reward be future, yet it is 

near, at leaſt, Part of it, and a conſiderable Part 

too. Though there will be a further Completion 
of it, at the great Day of Recompence, yet the Souls 

of the faithful may expect to receive a very conſi - 
derable Part of the Recompence of Reward before 

that Day. | | | 


Ay even in this Life they have Tome Earnefts 
of that glorious Reward, ſome Foretaſtes of the 
Pleaſures of Gop's Right Hand, ſome Bunches of 
the Grapes that grow in the heavenly Canaan. 
And the more Chriſtians endeavour to hve the 
Life of Heayen, the more hea their Aﬀec- 
tions ond Converſations are here, the more ſhall 
they have here of heavenly Enjoyments. And in 
theſe Reſpects the Scripture ſpeaks of thoſe that 
are truly religious, even whilſt they are in this 
Life, that | they have eternal Life, and that they fit 
with Chriſt in heavenly Places. 


LasTLy, 


12 De great Duty f 
Lasxrrr, This Refignat 
alſo highly conducing ta aur temporal God: And 
not only becauſe it hath the promiſe of the Life 
that now it, as well as of that to come, but becauſe 
it tends in its own Nature hereunto, I will briefly 
" ſhew that it makes for our Ad „as to our 
outward Eſtate, as to our Eafe and 
to our Health and Strength. _ 


. As to outward Eſtate. This it doth, 1. As it 
engages Men againſt Pride, and to Humility and 
Modeſty. By this Means are avoided vaſt and 
needleſs Expences about Dreſſing, Building, Feaſt- 


' ings, and a great Number of pom anities; 
and alſo the great Charges which of ambi- 
tious Spirits are at, for the procuring of Digni- 
ties and high Places, and the fi ; a 


the more reverenced 


Grandeur that they may be 
to 1 


and admired. . 2. As it emperance 
and Sobriety, in ity, and a luxuri- 
ous Life; and ſo, expenſive Diverſions and Re- 
ellings, Incontinence, and making Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to fulfill the Luſts thereof, which con- 
ſume Mens Eſtates, and bring not a few to a 
Morſel of Bread, are all avoided. The Deſires of 
Temperance are cheap, eaſy, and ſoon ſatisfied. 
As it es to Meekneſs, in Oppoſition to 
—— — And by this Means, Quar- 
rels, and expenſive Law-Suits are prevented. It 
commonly coſts Men more, to revenge Injuries, 
than to bear them. 4. . 
in lawful Callings, in Oppoſition to Sloth, which, 
(as Solomon ſaith) Hall cloath a an toith Rags ; 
whereas the Hand of the diligent maketh rich. 


125 IT makes fer our Eaſe and viet im the IVarld. 
And this, 1. As it en to Megkneſs, which, 
as it is a Grace moſt a 
| RE 8 0 


- 


iet, and as 


ion to the Mill of Gon, Wi 
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hoſe that are endued with it, lovely and accept - 
able to others. - As it engageth to Mercifulneſs 
Wboth in giving and forgiving. None but a Mon- 
aer, and one prodigiouſly 3 will put Af- 
ronts upon, and procure Trouble to thoſe that 
are — Fe _— — np, why 3. As it en- 
A to ce a ruth, in giving to ev 
— Due, in not defrauding, or Sir 
all which plainly tend to the procuring of Peace. 


IT makes for the Health and Strength of our 
* as well f Souls. This it doth, 2. As 
it engageth to Sobriety a Exceſs, which 
both ets and feeds Diſeaſes. Intemperance 
weakens both Body and Mind, ſhortens Life, 
and makes it painful and uncomfortable while it 


laſts. 2. As it engageth againſt heart-tearing 
Cares, and ſuch anxious Solicitudes as waſte na» 


tural Strength, and prey upon the 8 — . As 
it engages 2 inſt all inordinate Aff «Theſe 
make Men lean 8 ſick, as 1 Luft after 
* — made him. 4. As it Fe 
Spirit, which hath a natural thcacy to the Pre- 
——— Health. As @ broken Spirit drieth the 
Bones, ſo a chearful Heart doth Good lite a Medicine, 
Prov. xvii. 22. 5. aha ageth to honeſt La- 
EL — i ba natural 5 — main 
xerciſe a to the 
Men ftrong and healthful. 


Now, cher, would we be in ill Things Lana 
to the Will of Gop, let us obſerve this firſt Di- 
S 
e are 
powerful Arguments to perſuade to this Duty. 


Vox. XXV. B * CHAP, 


* 121 
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CHAP. II. 


Tbat humble and fervent Projer is @ neceſſary 
and effettual Means to the NE.” Selt- 
Reſignation. 


IL IN the ſecond Place, Pe humbled” in a 
deep Senſe of thy 1rre/ignation and Diſobe- 
dience, beg of Gop this holy Temper of Soul. 


HUumBLE Prayer is one of the greateſt Helps t. to 
the obtaining any good Thing from Gop. Let us 
then carefully apply ourſelves to Him for this great 
Bleffing, which none but Himſelf can give; and 
He who is our Father in Heaven, the Father of 
Mercies, will give Ag and all bore es to 
them that aſk ra 


IE any of you lack Wi ſdom, 8 St Fan ) tet 
_ aft it of Gop, that giveth to all Men liberally, 

this Tegen, not; and it * hall be given him. Now 
this ation of our Wills to Gov, is the higheſt 
Wiles, and that particular] meant in the” Tert, 


as appears by the foregoing Verſes. 


Bur then our Prayers muſt be with reren 
and i in Faith. | ; 


Firſt, Tier muft be — The nal fer- 
vent Prayer of of a righteous Man, availeth much; not 


p OE be er N wan. 1 


* 248 


Bur 
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Bur we are not to judge of the true Ferv 

f Prayer, by the Heat of the Fancy, but by the 
WArdency of our Affections. My Heart (faith Da- 
id) WIN boils or bubbles forth a good Matter. We 
Ire to judge thereof by the earneſtneſs of our De- 
res, not by any thing that is obvious to Senſe, 
not by the Loudneſs or Length of Prayer, tho 

it were as long as that Prayer of Baals Prieſts, 

rom Morning to Noon; or as that Prayer amon 

the Papiſts, of Forty Hours, by which they am 


the weak. 


* 


THERE may be as much, yea more, of the 
Spirit of Prayer, when there are no Words at all. 
There are Times when the Spirit maketh Inter- 
ceſſion with Groanings that cannot be uttered, 
Affections too quick and ſtrong for Expreſſions, 
and which would cool, if put into Words. Thus 
Hannah ſpake in her Heart to Gop, her Voice 
was not heard; bat ſhe poured out her Soul before 
the Lok, and Gop heard, who knoweth the Se- 
crets of the Heart, and the Mind of the Spirit. 
Theſe inward Breathings of the Soul are ever very 
precious to Gov, and had Favour with Him. 


WHEx a Soul prayeth, out of a deep Senſe and 
Feeling of its Wants, and is full of affectionate 
Breathings after God, and hath the moſt inflamed 
Deſires after ſpiritual TR this is true praying 
with Fervency, and in the Holy Ghoſt. ' And the 
Silence of the Soul is louder, and much ſooner 
reacheth the Ears of the Almighty, than the 
greateſt Loudneſs and volubility of Speech. 


E 


Bleffings, let us pray for it with the greateſt Ar- 
dour of Affection We may be aſlured Ls + | 
2 


* 


26 The great Duty of 
will never caſt away ſo rich a Pearl as this, upon 


thoſe that declare themſelves inſenfible of its Worth, 


by aſking it in a cold and formal Manner. 


AND the more to excite and quicken our Deſires 
after it, let us know, that if Gop accepts our 
Prayers, and gives us this holy Temper, He doth 
infinitely more for us than what Herod promiſed the 
Daughter of Heradias. If He gives thee this Em- 
pire over thine own Will, He ws that on thee 
which incomparably excells the greateſt earthly 
Kingdom. Ihe Kingdom of Gop is then within 
us here, and we are thereby made meet for his 
Kingdom of Glory hereafter. And who that duly 

ders this, can be flat and heavy in his Prayers 
for this Grace? 3Y 


Secondly, Our Prayers muff be alſo in Faith. 
Thus St. ; tells us, we muſt aſk this ſpiritual 
Wiſdom, in the following Verſe: But let him aſe 
an Faith, nothing wavering. That is, we muſt be- 
lieve that as God is able, ſo He is as willing and 
ready to give us what we afk, if tor aſt according 
to bis Will, as St. Jobn qualifies it, 1 Epift. v. 14. 
And it is according to his Will, and pleaſeth Him 
highly that we afk ſpiritual Wiſdom. 


Tuis Faith is the Ground of all Addreſs to Gop. 
He that cometh to Gor muff believe that He is, and 
that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
Him. And this He will aſſuredly be in his own 
Time, which is always the beſt. Gob may ſome- 
times make as if He did not hear, that we may ſeek 
Him more diligently, and pray more fervently, 
that He may prove our Patience and juft Valuation 
of his Bleffings, and that we may be the more 
thankful for them when we have them, prize them 
the more, and improve them the better; but if we 

F, per- 
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perſevere in earneſt and believing Prayer, we ſhall 
undoubtedly in due Time obtain. And as for ſuch 
ſpiritual good Things as are neceſſary to Salvation, 
we are to pray for them with ſuch a Faith, as to 
aſſure ourſelves that God will give them, if we 
alk aright; his moſt gracious Nature and Promiſes 
aſſuring us, that He cannot deny them to ſuch. 
Aſkers. | | 


CHAP. In. 


That in order to our being intirely reſigned to 
the Divine Will, we muſt be willing, pati 
Dun, to ſuffer Gop, and abide the Power 

e bis Spirit working in us. © ; 


in humble and earneſt Prayer, thou muſt 
be willing, pati Deum, to ſuffer God, and abide 
the Power of his Spirit working in thee. 


To this Purpoſe there is an obſervable Paſſage in 
St. Auflin on P/al. cii. 3. Magni languores, fed major 
6 medicus, &c. Be the ies of thy Soul never ſo 
“ great, yet there is a Phyſician that is greater, and 
who never fails to cure; for to an all- powerful 
* Phyſician nothing is incurable, only thou muſt 
« patiently ſuffer thyſelf to be cured. Do not thruſt 
te back his Hand when He begins to touch thy Sores, 
<« and ſearch thy SouPs Wounds: He well knows 
„what He is a doing, do not hinder and reſiſt 
* when. it begins to pain, be not ſo delicate and 
* tender to thine own Hurt, but with a quiet Pa- 

P B 3 > 410 e tience 


III. ute poured out thy Soul before Goos 


18 The great Duty of 
« tience bear for a while the 4 whe 
« cuts and lanceth, conſiderin 

th and — 


Pain makes Way for thy future 
« neſs.” 


LzT not Chrift and his holy Spirit have Caufe to 


fay of thee (as it was ſaid of Babylon) we would have 


healed him, but he would not be healed. 


Ut corpus redimas ferrum patieris & ignes. 


For the Health 6 nh v6. — (in — 

of a Gangrene or other dan ) how do 
Men — a tedious Courk of F of Phy much 

Torment? | 


—— average 


AND for the Health of thy Soul wilt thou not 
endure the Pain of * — of its Diſeaſes, 


which let alone will thee eternally  miſe- 
rable? * 


Lr us therefore, as ever we would obtain this 
divine Temper of Self-Refignation, take heed of 
quenchizg the * of reſiſting the Holy Chet, as 
1 did, and paid dear for it. I te 2 
any of his Conridlions, and r 
IS 
a ts, as the uſu ice n- 
ners is, by the vain Entertainments and Pleaſures 
of the World, nor endeavour to drown the Voice 
of Conldence, which is the Voice of God, and to 
be heard with a reverend Regard. 


6 en Ll ne 
finer in the Midſt of us, to purge us as Gold and 
Silver, that we may offer ourſelves unto the Loxp 

an 
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an Offering in Righteouſneſs, we muſt abide the 
Day of his Coming. 4 


Bur, alas! there are hat few of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion who are thus patient, and will endure 
the refining and purifying Work of the Spirit. Moſt 

would, with Simon Magus, have the Holy Ghoft in 
his Gifts, ſuch as may procure them Admiration, 
but few would have the Renewing of the Holy Gift, 
and the Sand: fication of the Spirit unto Obedience. 
Many would be glad to have the Spirit to fit as a 
Refiner upon their Lips, that they may be able to 
* iritually, but few are willing that He ſhould 

t as Refiner in their Hearts to melt and conſume 
their Self-Will, and purge out all fecret Inclinations 
to Sin. Abundance have learn'd, Parrot-like, to 
talk of the Spirit, and pretend greatly to Things 
ſpiritual, which yet declare by their — that they 
are altogether fenfual, "Biviag $00 00 THe. | 


| Ir bath been a great and common Fault, which 

hath been the Occaſion of a World of Miſchief to 
Souls, that Men have been valued as ſpiritual by 
the Gifts of the Spirit, rather than by the Graces 
and Fruits of the Spirit. 1 


Bur to return: Would we have our Wills fully 
reſigned to the Will of * us above all Things 
beware of grieving bis holy Spiri 3 
flands at the Deer wnd hb, and waits to be 
cious, let us not refuſe to open to him, nor 
not to hear him; rr 
„ 
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reſiſting our own Defires. We muſt put on heroi- 


word out our own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling. We muſt firtve according to bis Working which 


leſſer Light and Strength which is in us, and we 
Directions. 


Juſtin 
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ts n Br BA . W. 


That we are not only to ſuffer the Spin1T 0 
work in us, but alſo to work with Him in 


heartily oppoſing our own Defires. 


IV. muſt not be m paſſive, and only 
ſuffer the holy Spirit to work in us, 
but we muſt likewiſe work with Him in vigorouſſy 


ES 2» © 


cal Reſolutions ſtoutly to oppoſe the impetuous De- 
fires of our ſenſitive . It is Gop that work- 
eth in us bath to will and to do, but yet we muſt alſo 


worketh in us mightily. We muſt be faithful to that 
ſhall have more. And here take theſe following 


1. Res1sT the firſt Motions of inordinate Appe- 
tits. ench Luft when it ro Airs to. ſmoke, (as 
artyr phraſeth it) before it burſteth out 
into a Flame; for then it will be too hard to maſter. 
Think not to caſe thyfelf by giving ſome Satisfac- 
tion to thy Luſts; for by this Means they will ſol- 
licite thee the more; and the yielding to commit a 
Sin leaves a greater Propenſity to fin again. Thou 
ſhalt beſt ſilence the Importunities of 1 
by not liſtening in the leaſt to them. 22 


we, AA HO re 


r 


ſuret, adviſeth, that for the attaining of 
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Sf Mortification prepares for and enables to ano- 


her; ſo on the contrary, by onee yielding to cor- 
aura ng nd le to reſiſt ano- 
r Time. | 


2, Tuosr Sins which either rue Conflitutions 
or Cuſtom thou haſt" the flirongeſt- Inclination to, 
thou muſt ſhew a more than ordinary Severity againſt. 
It is not ſafe to diſpute or argue with "Temptations 
to ſuch Sins. It was a good Obſervation of Ari- 

Potle, that ſome Paſſions are not ty be vanguiſbed by. 
Reaſon, but by Force. Not ſo much by rata. 
as by a ney bd nan and Reſolution. © * 


An. there is not more Need: of Win m 
Courſe againſt any Temptations, than thoſe that 
ſollicite to the Sin of Uncleanneſs. - Duriora ſunt 
prælia caftitatis, ſaith St. Cyprian: The Battles f ö 


Chaſtity are more ſharp than any other. 


Tux forementioned Philoſopher 
Man is a Creature very apt to be enſnared 


obſervi — 
„ Pla- 


irtue, 
(the Middle between two Extremes) we ſhould 
ſhun that Extreme moſt which pretends to moſt 
Pleaſure. This is good Advice for the attaining of 
Chaſtity, and the overeoming Temptations to Un- 
cleanneſs, which of all other Sins doth promiſe the 
moſt Pleaſure, we ſhould not truſt ourſelves to en- 
ter into the leaſt Parl with them, but preſently 
fly from them, by ourſelves to other 


— and i wo to other Ob- 
jects. | 

2 WE 1 don diggin doe bevy 

Occaſion of our being tempted, eſpectally to ſuch 


Sins as we are moſt inclined to. Art thou prone to 
Exceſs either in Meat or Drink? „ 
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ſuddenly to be inflamed with Paſſion? Art thou of 
a luſtful Temper, or the like? Avoid all thou 
canſt ſuch Places, Company, and Objects, as may 
be Incentives to thoſe Appetites. Thus, in order 
to avoid Uncleanneſs, the wiſe Man adviſeth, net 
to come near the Houſe of the whoriſh Woman; and 
for the Prevention of Drunkenneſs, not ſo much as 
to look upon Wine when it is red, and giveth its Co- 
leur in the Glaſs. 


4. TT tis of gead Uſe in the ſpiritual Warfare, 
with bumble Dependence on GoD for the Aids of his 
Grace, to engage ourſelves in ſolemn Vows again/t 
thoſe Sins eſpecially which baue gatten moſt Dominion 
over us. I cannot commend the obliging ourſelves 
by Vows to certain Taſks (as the Manner of 
ſome is) which have not an immediate 'Tendency 
to the mortifying of Sin, and Advancement of 
Holineſs; but to vow againſt Things unqueſtio- 
nably evil, and to _ of certain — = 
are neceſſary to the oying the Body of Sin, 

that firſt for a ſhorter — Time, and after- 
wards for a longer; and fo, that Time being ex- 
pired, to renew theſe Vows till we be well ground- 


ed in Holineſs, till Religion become the Temper 


and Conſtitution of our Souls, the Joy of our 
Hearts, and ous deliberate Choice and ſettled Prac- 
tice, till we have getton the compleat Maſtery 
over thoſe Luſts which we have been moſt carried 
away Captive by; I ſay, to vow with ſuch Cau- 
tions, is found by Experience to be of great Ad- 


AND when we have thus vowed, we ſhould fre- 
quently reflect upon what we have done; and eſpe- 
cially, when we are ſolicited by the Tempter with- 
in or without to Sin, let us x fa ſay, with holy 
David, Thy Vows are upon me, O Gon: „— 
A ny 
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orn, and 1 will perform it, that I will keep thy 
ond Judgment. Nei ther Hopes nor Fe ears, 
neither the Terrors nor Allurements of the World, 
ſhall diſſuade me from a faithful Obedience to 
them. | . | 


Vows prudently managed are of great Uſe to 
ſecure us to Religion; and this is the only End of 
them. To vow, faith Cajetan, tis nothing elſe but to 
fix the Mind, and make it immovable, that it may not 
/tart back from the Practice of Religion. 


AND as for thoſe that are ſhy thus to enga 
themſelves to Gop, (which 1 fear in moſt proc 
from a too dear Affection to ſome Sin) let them 
know that Go D's Vows are already upon them, 
they are under the Obligation of the Baptiſmal 
Vow, te renounce the Devil and all his' Warks, the 
vain Pemp and Glory of the World, the covetous De- 
fires of the ſame, and the carnal Defires of the Fleſb, 
fo as not te follow nor be Jed by them. So much js 
implied in being baptized in, or into, the Name of 
the Father, che Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


Ap beſides, thoſe that have received the Log D's 
Supper, have thereby renewed their Vow in Bap- 
tiſm. - In this other Sacrament we make a Profeſ- 
ſion, that we offer and preſent unto Gop ourſelves, 
our Souls and Bodies, to be a holy and lively Sacrifice 
to Him Than which there is nothing more due 
or reaſonable, conſidering the great Love of Go 
in giving his Son for us, the great Love of our Sa- 
viour Chr in his Death ul. Sufferings repreſent- 
ed in this Sacrament, and the great Bleflings pro- 
cured for us by the Blood of that ſpotleſs Lamb. 
So that all of us have already bound our Souls with 
a Bond, (as to vow is deſcribed, Numb. xxx.) be- 
ing under the Engagement of cither one or * 
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theſe Sacramental Vows; and therefore in exhort- 
ing you to oblige yourſelves by ſolemn Vows to 
the oe pt igion, I do not adviſe you to 8 
ew Thin t only to repeat what you have 
—— — and if 0. antend to and to the 
Vows you have made, what ſhould deter you 
from reiterating them whilſt you have Need of 


Bur always remember, when you vow to the 
Lok, to do itwith a Truſt and Faith in his all · ſuſſi- 
cient Grace, and with a Diſtruſt of your own Abi- 
lity to perform your Vows: And when at any Time 
you have failed in the Performance of them, be 
deeply humbled before Gon, renew. your Engage- 
ments, and be more watchful over yourſelves, and 
det your Falls make you more narrowly look to 
Four Feet for the Time to come. | | 


5. FASTING is another Means to be uſed for th: 
e the Bog of Lin. It is cat 
Conſequence, and n ry to the Health of the 
inward Man, to keep under the Body, to humble 
and bring it into due Subjection. vl 
_ REtiiciovs FASTING is of great Uſe to the 
ſubduing of the Body to the Spirit, and to the ſtar- 
. Corruptions, by cutting off their Proviſion, 
. as the ungovernable Beaſt is made tame by taki 
away his Provinder. And there are a Sort of Devil 
that will not go out without Faſting and Prayer, 
and other Means; but it is maſt eſpecially of Force 
or the caſting out the Unclean Devil; And accord- 
ing as we find we ſtand in more or leſs Need of 
= 2 y, we ſhould oftener or ſeldomer make 
f it, | een 
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C H A FP. V. 8 
Of the great Efficacy of Faith in Go p' 
| Power and Goodneſs. 


V. HE next Direction I ſhall give in order 

to ſubdue our Wills to the Will of Gon, 
is that of our Saviour, Have Faith in Gop. Have 
Faith in his Power and Goodneſs; this will add 
Life to our Prayers, this will animate all our En- 
deavours. | 


"= Tart heed of doubting whether the Lonp's 

| Hand be not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave; whe- 

| ther his Ear be not heavy, that it cannot hear; 

er penn up, that He is not ready to 
Peony 


TAKE heed of queſtioning, whether thine own 
Will and ſelfiſh Deſires be not ſtronger than can 
be ſubdued, of entertaining ſuſpicious Thoughts, - 
that after all thy Endeavours to win the ſpiritual 
Canaan, there will be no arriving at that Land of 
Reſt, but that at laſt thou ſhalt die in the Wilder- 
nels; that there is none or but little Hope of over- 
coming the Giant-like Mind, {as the Expreſſion is 
in Ecclefiaſticus xxiii. 4.) and thoſe Sons of Anat, 
that thou findeſt vigorous and ſtrong in thee. For 
by this thine Unbelief, or Weakneſs bo T thou 

tly diſhonoureſt Gop, who is willing 
© Vet, AXIV, C to 


. ata # caries 


feeble Knees. To the Soul that believes all Things 
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to fave the Soul that truſteth in Him ; and by this 


Means will the Chariot-wheels of thy Soul be taken 
off; thou wilt extremely diſcourage thyſelf, and 
blunt the Edge of thoſe Weapons wherewith thou 
art to encounter thy ſpiritual Enemies. 


x thou art ſincere and hearty in imploring the 
Aids of God's Spirit, and haſt Faith to be healed, 
thou ſhalt 1 ſer the Salvation 7. the Lokb. 
He will teach thine Hands to war, and thy Fingers 
to fight: He will gird thee with Strength, and thou 
Halt be more than Conqueror through Chriſt that lows 
eth thee. 


Tuovon thou haſt no Might again that great 
y that cometh againſt thee, againſt Fleſh and 
Blood, Principalities and Powers, yet if thou wait- 
e an the Lokb, and art of gord Courage, He will 


ftrengthen thine Heart, He will flrengthen thee with 
| Strength in thy Soul, and through Him thou halt ds 


valiantly, and tread down thine Enemies. He that 
is in thee will be greater than they that are in the 
IWarld, viz. the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Life. worth at web | 


TAKE heed therefore of all ſuch Reaſonings and 


| Principles as tend to _ a Deſpondency of Spi- 


rit, but ft up the Hands which hang don, and the 


are poſſible. Let Faith fay unto any Mountain of 
Difficulty, be thou removed, and it ſhall be done. 
Ihe art thou, O great Mountain before this ble(- 
ſed Grace, and in the Exerciſe of it, thou ſhalt be- 
come a Plain. Thy Self-Will and Lufts are:there- 
fore ſtrong, becauſe thy Faith is weak. Hut if thou 
wert /trong in the LorD, and in the Power 4 his 
$izht,” if thou didft refft, fedfu/ft in the "Faith, 
thou ſhouldſt ſee thine Adverfaries flee before thee. 
This is the Vittory that overtometh the N rrid, eve 

? | | our 
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our Faith. Above all, take the Shield of Faith, 
wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all, the Darts 


of the W. icked. 


Gromovs Things are ſpoken of thee, O Faith, 
who can recount the mighty Acts of thoſe holy 
Souls, who have ftrongly confided in the gracious 
Power of Go p in Chr Foſus for the ſubduing of 
Sin, as well as in Gop's Mercy and Chriff's Merits 
for the Pardon of it. Theſe, through this Faith, 
_ ubdued Kingdoms, even the Kingdoms of di- 

uſts and Pleaſures, and the Kingdoms of the 
Prince of this World, to which they were once 
ſubject: Through Faith they have wrought Rightes 
— 2 even the Righteouſnel of Gop; far excell- 
ing that outward ſlight and partial Righteouſneſs of 
the Seribes and Pharifees. Through Faith they 
have flipped the Mouths of Lions, the impetuous 
and ravening Sollicitations of their own Will: 
Through Faith they have quenched the Violence of 
Fire, (or the Luſts of Paſſion, Malice and Unclean- 
neſs, which burned like Fire within them} at 
Weakneſs were made ſtrong, and turned to 7 he 


. of the 3 


No w there are many exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes ſcattered through the Scriptures, 
which are of fovereign Force for the Encourage- 
ment of our Faith and Hope in God, ſor the 
ſtrengthening of us againſt his and our Enemies: 
But there is abundantly enough in that one Paſtage, 
proc guns 2 evil, know how 10 

Nr wnto your Children; how much more 
ll you þ 75 


n Father give the holy Spirit to. them 
that aſe hat could our 2 have f. 
ken 2 h, and fully for our —— 


to a Dependence YI for N and ſpirituat 
* 6 2 & 
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— and to a quiet Expectation of Aſſiſtance 


im? 


TH1s Promiſe concerned not only thoſe that 
heard Chr iſt preach them from the Mount, but all 
his Followers, all thatſhall believe on his Name te 
the End of the World. It is faid, — to them that 
aſt Him, without any Limitation either to a certain 
Age, People, or Nation; and therefore we may be 
as much comforted from theſe Words, as if we had 
been in the Number of thoſe who heard our Saviour 
preach-that beſt of Sermons: For, as there is the 
tame Need of the holy Spirit for us as there was for 
them, fo there is now, and ever will be, the ſame 
Benignity in Gop, the ſame Good-will and Love 
to Men that there was then and in former Ages. 
He is without Variableneſs or Shadow of tarning; the 
fame Yeſterday, and to-day, and fer EEE 


Bur this Word of Promiſe is ſo rich and pre- 
cious, that it deſerves a more particular Conſi- 


deration. | 


Ir je that are evil hnow how to give good Gifts 
unte your Children. ] Earthly Parents are too common- 
ly envious, niggardly, and cruel to others, being 
all for themſelves, and not caring for the Good of 
others; but they cannot find in their Hearts, when 
their Children aſk, to withhold: from them they 
will be free and bountiful to them: And ſuch is 
their Affection to their Children, that they will 
not give them any Thing they know to be hurtful ; 
they will not give them Stones for Bread, a Ser- 
pent for a Fiſh, or a Scorpion for an Egg. 


F How much dire bal your beewenly Father, þ He 
who being cannot but do good; He who is 
the Father of Mercics, the Gon of Leue —"— 

4 % 
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neſs, and Leue itſelf; He who beſt knows what 
good, and is beſt able to beſtow it; He who 
is as willing to do us Good as He is able, and 
as able as willing, (as no earthly Parent is) He in 
whom is nothing of Envy towards others, and hath. 
All- ſufficient. 


-x the. holy Spirit to them that aſk Him, 
ſaith one Evangeliſt, and give gaod Things, ſaith 
another. The greateſt Good that Omnipotence it- 
ſelf and infnite Goodneſs. can do for us, is the giv- 
ing the holy Spirit, and with Him fpiritual Light 
to know, and ſpiritual Strength to do his Will, 
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Infinite, Almighty, and 


and to ſubdue our own. Wills, and whatſoever is 

contrary to Him in us. To be endowed with the 

holy Spirit doth import an Acceſſion both of Light 
Strength, Knowledge and Power. 


| Ceathotcnmdariour argues from the leſs to the 
0 


greater, from the Drop of Goodneſs and Benignity 
in Creatures, and thoſe ſinful Creatures too, to 


that Fountain - fulneſs which is in Gop. What 
Good ſoever Children may expect from their Pa- 
rents, that, and infinitely more, may Gop's Chil- 
pect from Him. And it is impofible to 
conceive that the infinitely good 
ing to his Childrens Souls, than are evil Men 


Gon hath implanted in all Parents toward their 
Offspring, are but a Drop to that Ocean of Love 
and Mercy that is in Himſelf; are but a Repreſen- 
tation of thoſe unconceivable Riches of Goodneſs 
and Bowels of Compaſſion which are in Him. Nut- 
lus Pater tam Pater, No Father is fo fatherly, ſo 
much a Father as God is, ſaid Tertulllan. Clemens 


Gop wall be more 


” 


* 
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AﬀeRions and Tenderneſſes which 


Alex- © 
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Alexandrinus ſtiles Him out of Orpheus thus, The 
Tenderneſſes of both a Father and Mother are in 
Gop. Can a Woman forget her fucking Child, that 
ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of her 
Womb, yea, they may forget, (it is poſſible, but very 
prodigious) — will 271 forget, ſaith G. 


Gop doth not take empty Titles to Himſelf, but 
fills up to the utmoſt whatſoever Relation He is fet 
forth by in the holy Scriptures. Whatſoever the 
wiſeſt, moſt careful and loving Parente are to 
theirs, Gop is ſuch, and incomparably more, to 
his Children. | | Mn. 


Ir the Affections of ten thouſand Parents were in 
one Father or Mother, how fecure would the Child 
be of their tender Care; but all theſe in one Perſon 
are far ſhort of Gop's Affection, who is the Spring 
of all the fatherly Tenderneſs which is diffuſed in 
the Hearts of ſo many Millions of Fathers as are in 
the World. 


LeT me add this, that the Promiſe" of the Spirit 
is the great Promiſe of the Goſpel, the great Privi- 
lege of the Evangelical Diſpenſation or New Cove- 
nant. Greater Aids and Supplies of Graee, for the 
ſubduing our Corruptions, we are eneouraged to 
hope for under the Goſpel. The Apoſtle faith, Tre. 
Ii. 6. That the Holy Ghoſt is ſhed on us abundantly, 
Yhreugh Jeſus Chriſt ovr Saviour. | 


_ IF therefore we be not ſtronger, if we are not 
better, it is becauſe we reſiſt, or at leaſt neglect, 
the Holy Spirit. It is becauſe we have not Faith 
in Gon, not becauſe He is unwilling to affiſt us: 
For what faith St. James, The Spirit that dwelleth 
in us lufteth to Envy, but Gop giveth more ox 
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He gives Grace in ſuch a Meaſure as to overpower 
that Spirit that luſteth in us. So that, for that 
—— of Wickedneſs, Jam. i. 21. there is an 
Abundance of Grace, Rom. v. 15. which the be- 
lieving receiveth by Feſus Chrift. | For it 
pleaſed the Father, that in Hun Should all Fulneſs 
dwell, that of bis Fulneſs all might receive even Grace 
for Grace. And this Grace ſhall reign through Righ- 
2 unto eternal Life _—_— Telus us 2 our 
ORD.. 


Tavs you. ſee what. abundant Encouragement: 
we have to have Faith in Gop for the Supplies of. 
his Grace and Spirit, and what Reaſon we have to 
take heed of Unbelief, if ever we would maſter our 
ſinful Affections, and bring our Wills into Com- 
pliance with the Will of Gos. ; 


 AnD there is a double Unbelief we ate to be- 
ware of, as very hurtful to our Souls. a 


Fr, An Unbelief in Relation to the Aferq of. 
Gop for the Pardon of. Sin. 


Secondly, Axt Unbelief in Relation to the Power 
and Goodneſs of Gon for the ſubduing of Sin. 


Now it is much to be lamented, that whereas 
the former. Sort of Unbelief is much taken Notice 
of and condemned in Sermons and Books, the latter 
is but little mentioned. But if the Evil of this 
were no leſs clearly and powerfully repreſented than 
the Evil of the other, and Men were as effectually 
warned to beware of this than that, it would, thro* 
the Bleſſing of God, be an excellent Means to. 
make more ſincere, ſtrong and healthy Chriſtians : 
Whereas, alas! the Spirits and Lives of the Gene- 
rality of Profeſſors do now too plainly declare = 


— 
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that they 


neſs to: have Faith in the Power of Chrift, as to 


St © 2M — 
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is a great Cauſe of Chriſtians continuing 
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they had rather have Sin than ſubdued, 
. 
them than deſtroyed in them. 


Bur the compleat Faith is this in Ohren to to 
that twofold Unbelief. 


Firſt, To deliove that Chrif came to make Ex- 
piation for Sin, ſo that it is pardoned to thoſe that 
truly repent. That is, to thoſe that being ſenſible 


their Sins, and affected with a godly Sorrow for 


them, and an holy Hatred and Abhorrence of them, 
deſire and pu to walk before Gon in Newneſs 
of Life. Which Conditions of Pardon. are by too 
many either not at all, or but lightly inſiſted on, 
while -they preſs the Duty — cogent 


Merits for Juſtification and Salvation. 


' Secondly, To believe that as Chri/? came. to make 
Atonement for Sin, ſo He was manifeſted alſo, that 
He might deftroy the Works of the Devil; and to 
2 Grace for us, that 8in may have no more 

minion over us. But this Part of Faith, I ſay, 
is little urged in Compariſon of the other, -whereas 
it is of as great Concernment to our eternal Happi- 


have Faith in his Blood. Nay, to have Sin mor- 
tified, and to be enabled to will after the Will of 
Go, is far more than to be merely pardoned for 
willing otherwiſe than Go doth will. 


Nov their Deͤſect in this latter part of Faith, 

ſo weak, 

lazy and faint, in a ſickly and even bed-rid Con- 

dition, and of their faneying that they honour and 

lagen Gop by complaining of their e and 

nfirmities; whereas the true oy to pleaſe and 
honour 
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honour Him is, confiding in his omnipotent Grace, 
to get up and be doing. 1 


Bur I fear I may alſo add another Reaſon why 
moſt of thoſe that will confeſs their Sins, and pray - 
ſor Grace and Strength againſt them, are ſtil} as 
impotent as if there were no Grace or Aſſiſtance 
promiſed; namely, their not being heartily deſirous 
of Grace, as well as their Want of Faith in the 
Promiſes of it: Their Unwillingneſs to have ſome 
Luſt or other mortified, and to be throughly puri- 
fied : Their fecret Fear of the ſearching and purg- 
ing Work of the Spirit, and of that Light and 
Grace that would diſquiet them, and not ſet them 
alone in ſome Sins to whieh are ſondly devot- 
ed. It was one of St. Auſtin's Confeſſions: — «T, 
« when I was a young Man, begged of Thee that 
e thou wouldeſt endow me with the Grace of Cha- 
« ſtity, and faid, Give me Chaſtity, but net yet; for 
4] feared left Thou ſhouldeſt preſently hear me, 
« and immediately heal me; and I had rather ſa- 
&© tisfy Luſt than have it extinguiſhed.” 


Ix this be the Temper of thy Soul, then in thy 
complaining of Weakneſs, and that the Sans of 
Zeruiah are too hard for thee, and in thy praying 
for the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace againſt then, thou 
doſt no better than. add Sin to Sin, the Sin of Hy- 
pocriſy to that of Unbelief; thy Heart is not right 
with God, and thou tlyeft unto Him with thy Tongue. 


To conclude this: Let us take heed leſt there be 
in any of us an evil Heart of Unbelief, and fo we 
fall of the ſpiritual Canaan, as it befell the 
unbelieving Hraelites, who periſhed in the Wilder- 
neſs, and none of all that came out of Egypt enter- 
ed into Canaan but Caleb and 7oſhuah, * 
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other Spirit, and that followed Gop fully, who 


were full of Faith, and chooumged: the People * 
believe and proſper. 


yy hh it is obſervable, that Caleb ed or * 
mountainous Country where the Anaktims dwelt, 
and the Cities were great and ſenced, by the News 
of which the evil Spies * oy Iſrael; but Caleb 
gave Proof of the Strength aith, in freely 
chuſing to expoſe — to = hard and ſeemingly 
impoſſible Service of gaining this Country, and was 
rewarded with Succeſs anſwerable to ſo great a 
Faith: For we read, that he drave out the three 
Sons of Anat, notwithſtanding it was commonly 
laid, Who can fland before the Sons of Aus! He 
made it manifeſt that Faith e ſtand before chem 
and overcome them. 


"ho if we have Galet's Faith in fighting with 
| tha ſpiritual Anatims, we may be undoubtedly als 
ſured of Caleb's Succeſs, | 


LeT the ſpiritual Iſrael therefore encourage them- 
ſelves in the Loxp their Gon, and they may be 
certain that it ſhall be unto them on fs ow, ad their 


Faith; bis Grace fhall be ſi „ er 
n ne — the 
Lens fl op a d fit hem, 


+ 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the wonderful Efficacy of Love to Gop and 
ao, diwine Things. 


VI. T1 Anovr to be affected as much as poſüble 

with the Love of Gon, and divine 
Things. To Faith, add Love; they are joined 
together in Scripture, and ſhould be-conjoined in 
the Hearts of Chriſtians. In-1 Theſſalonians, v. 8. 
Love, as well as Faith, is called a Breaſt-platey 
whereby we may be ſecured * the Aſſaults 
of Temptations. 


Ir che Love of Gop be perfected in . ws. 
Mall find Self-denial and Self- Reſignation- eaſy and 
pleaſant. Love will make us think nothing pre- 
cious that 'Gop will have us part with; it will 
make us, with great Chearfulneſs, part with a 
right Eye, à right Hand, our on Will if it of- 
fend us; it will make us, without grudging, croſs 
our own Will, when it contradicts the Will of 
our Beloved; it will cauſe us to believe no Suffer- 
ing harſh chat Gop inflidts, no Duty difficult 
which He commands. This is the Love of Gon, 
that we keep his . 2 
ments are nat gricss. 


Ir you love me is a familiar -and potent mow. 
of Speech with us, to perſuade to the doing or 
forbearing any thing, and what human © 
works among Men, that, and much more, will 


be effected by divine Love. This is a far more 
powerful 
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powerful Principle of Action, and yet the Effects 
of that Love have been very wonderful. 


IT is Love alone that is aſhamed to mention Diffi- 
culty, ſaith St. Auſtin. Nay, Love welcomes Dif- 
ficulties, and pleaſeth itſelf in hard Inſtances of 
Obedience, becauſe by them it ſheweth fortk 
more of its Reality and Power: Eaſy and ordinary 
Performances being but mean and ſhort Significa- 
tions of athearty Love. And the greateſt Atchieve- 
ments, ſuch Acts as are moſt heroick, as denying 
ourſelves in what is moſt dear to us, are the true 
and proper Reſults and Expreſſions of divine Love; 

theſe are the worthy Exploits of this holy Aﬀec- 
. Yon. 


Loves makes the nobleſt Champions in the 
Holy War againſt Sin, the World, and Satan, 
and agimates a Chriſtian to the greateſt Adven- 
tures. As for eaſy and common Performances, 
and. Self-denial in ſmall Matters, viz. in ſuch 
Things as a Man is but little inclined to, and are 
leſs for his Pleaſure and Advantage, divine Love 
is leſs ſolicitous about them; but it chuſeth rather 
to awaken and animate the Soul to the harder Ser- 
vices of Religion. It doth not think it quitteth 
itſelf in engaging againſt the weaker Luſts, but it 
ſets itſelf ink the moſt powerful Corruptions ; 
it plants its Batteries againſt the ſtrong Holds, the 
inmoſt Fort where Self-will hath e e her- 
ſelf. 'The Weapons of its Warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty, through Gop, to the pulling down of 
firong Holds, caſting down Imaginations (or Reaſon- 
ings) and every high Thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the 1221 of Gop, and bringeth into Captivity 
every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, 


— 
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"THERE is 4 Lien in the Way, is the Voice of 


ehe lazy Sluggard ; but this is no Diſcouragement 


to the Lover of Gop : 'Nay, ſo far is this Love 


from — cooled and diſheartened by Difficulties 


and Oppoſitions, that it is rather kindled and im- 


E by theſe it heightens itſelf into an holy 


ndignation againſt whatſoever would attempt to 
draw it from Gop. Many Waters cannot quench 
Love, neither can the Floods drown it : Nay, as 


Water caſt into Lime, they increaſe, inſtead of 
leſſening its Heat. | 


Love, though it be a ſoft and delicate Aﬀec- 


tion, yet it is hardy and ſtrong withall : Love is 
firong as Death; and it is as ingenuous and noble, 


flance of his Houſe for Love, it would utterly be con- 


fan of For if a Man would give all the Sub- 


temned. Neither the hard and evil Things which 
the World threatens, nor its moſt tempting Al- 


lurements can affright or corrupt that Heart 


* 
where divine Love rules. But to the ſeveral 
Temptations it meets with, this is the · conſtant 
reſolute Anſwer of every holy Lover, How can 1 
do this Wickedneſs and Sin again Goo? | 


Yea, Love enables a Chriſtian to do his Duty 
much ſooner and better. That which is in others 
the Effect of great Severity to the Body, long Faſt- 
ings, and other toilſome Exerciſes, is done in a 
more compendious and effectual Way by the 
Power of Love, in ſuch as are indued with it. 


Now that this Divine Love may be inkindled 


and increaſed in us; 


Firſt, Lz' us often lift up the Eyes of our 
Mind, and fix them upon thoſe infinitely lovely 


Perfections and Excellencies in Gop, which the 


Vor. XXIV D | Scriptures 
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Scriptures ſo abound with the Celebration of. Let 
us view theſe frequently in the Scriptures, and in 
the Works of Creation and Providence. Let us 
often conſider with ourſelves, that all the loveli- 
nefles and ſweetneſſes that are in Creatures, are 
| but ſo many Drops from the Fountain of them, 
that is Gop; and that every Love- attracting Ex- 
cellency, every thing the World calls precious 
and deſirable, is but a very weak Reſemblance 
of what is to be taſted and enjoyed in Him. 


Secondly, Lr us frequently contemplate thoſe 
invaluable Mercies, thoſe numberleſs Kindneſſes 
which we ſtand - obliged to Gon for : And above 
all, that Gift of Gifts, his Son, in whom He ex- 
preſſed a Love to us that palleth K nowledge. 


Tur Contemplation of the infinite Perfections 
that are in Gon, will render all Things contempt- 
ible, compared with Him, and conſequently make 
them weak, untempting Things. | 


War Pythagoras ſaid he learned by his Philo- 
ſophy, te admire nothing, we ſhall learn by this 
Contemplation. When the Sou! hath inured her- 
ſelf to view the Divine Glories, how near to no- 
thing is this, the whole Univerſe in its Eyes, what 
a little Point? When ſhe bath been upon the 
* Mount with Gob, and raviſhed herſelf with his 
. aſtoniſhing Beauty, ſhe muſt needs be affected 
with ſuch a Magnanimity and Generofity of Spi- 
rit, as will couragiouſly repel the ſtrongeſt Temp- 
tations to withdraw her from a cloſe Union of 
Will and Affection to Him. | 


* 
AND the Conſideration of the innumerable and 
tranſcendent Bleſſings we receive from Gon, will 
work in us ſuch an ingenuous Gratitude, as will 
g excite 
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excier:n j26] give: up" (ly Waakts and our All ta 
Him. 


Tus Excellencies of his Nature, and the ex- 
ceedin Riches of his Bounty, will repreſent Him 
— worthy to be known with the Flower of 
4 Mind, — Zoroaſter expreſſeth it, and our 
higheſt Apprehenfions : And. to be loved with the 
Fs of our Hearts; ſo that our deareſt Aﬀec- 
tions will not be thought too, precious for Him, 


Lr us briefly reflect upon the Power of worldlp 
and ſenſual Love, and ſee what this will do. 


Pirſt, Tur Loui of | Money % How doth this 
oblige and inforce the Men of this World to hard 
Labours, dangerous Adventures, anxious Cares ? 
To riſe early, fit up late, eat the Bread of Sor- 
rows, to deny themſelves the Comforts and Con- 
tents of Life; in a Word, to: pieret themſelves thru 
with many Sorrows. 


| Secondly, Tur Love of Honour, Dignities and 
Pr 4. How doth it put ambitious Men 
upon reftleſs Labours, tedious Attendances, fer- 
vile Offices, baſe Flatteries and Compliances ? 
Such ſtick at nothing for the obtaining their Ends; 
devote themſelves to the Humour of their Patron, 
as if he were their Gon, and they his Creatures 
more than Gop's. They addreſs themſelves: to 
him, by whoſe Favour they hope to be raiſed, in 
fuch a Form of Reſpect and Devotion, as ap- 
proacheth near to that Re and Reverence 
which is due to the moſt High Gop. So full 
of Zeal and Obſervance. is this civil Kind of * 
Perſtitiom. 


7 M's 


Thirdly, 
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| Tridly, Tux Love of Beauty. What a 
Power hath it upon the fond Man? To him ns 
Services, no Sufferings ſeem grievous that his 
Miſtreſs wills him to undertake. With all Sub- 
miſſion and Devotion he admires and adores this 
his Soul's Idol, this Deity of Clay; and that in 
ſuch Sttains, as blaſphemouſly reſemble that moſt 
affectionate and humble Devotion, which none 
but his Creator may challenge from him. He gives 
her his whole Heart, and reſigns his whole Will 
to her Will; complies with all her Humours, 
* an entire —— to all her Commands, 

they never ſo unreaſonable. He patiently ſuf- 
fers tedious Delays, mezkly bears her Frowns, 
Affronts and Diſdains, her harſh Language and 
hard Uſage, and all the other Arts ſhe hath of af- 
flicting him; beſides the Troubles and Hazards 
he ſometimes meets with from bis Rivals. This 
Love-Bigot, ſuch is his Devotion, neglects him- 
ſelf, his Ret, his Food, his Health, renounceth 
all his own Contentments, and denies” himſelf 
whatſoever is for either his Delight or Advanta 


if he underſtands it to be the Pleaſure of his Mif. 


treſs: He mortifies himſelf, pines and conſumes, 
and is lean from Day to Day for her, as Juſtful 
Ammon was for Tamar. Such are the — Mor- 
tifications and Auſterities this Man is wont to un- 
dergo in this idolatrous Love-Service; yea, and 
ſometimes he ſacrificeth his very Life, Is FW me 
poor Wretch calleth Love's 1 


- Herz is Self. Denial; Self- Refignati ion * a 
wines. With what a deal of Pains and Trouble 
_ this poor Creature purchaſe to himſelf Mi- 
ſery? With much more Eaſe, had his Love been 
— upon the beſt * jets, he might have 
en happy to Etern e might have lived 


with Gop, who is — L itfel, holy and tted 
ove, 
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Love, and reigned 


41 
igned with Chrif,. the faithful Lover 
of his Soul, in a Kingdom of Peace and Joy for; 


ever. 


9 
» 


By theſe Inſtances we may diſcern the ſtrange: 


Force of a d ate and impure Love, and what 
Degree of Self. Renunciation it forceth thoſe to, 
in whom. it reigns. 


Ax is the Love of uncertain Riches, a little 
white and yellow Clay ſo powerful with Men, 
and ſhall not the Love of the true durable Riches, 
the. glorious Inheritance in Heaven, which is in- 
N and fadeth not away, be more force 


Harn the Love of airy Honour ſuch Power; 
and ſhall not the Love of. hat Honour, which is 
from Gon, that Honour and Glory that He hath 
promiſed. to every Soul that worketh Good, that Ho- 
nour- of ſhining forth as the Sun in the Kingdom 
the Father. Shall not the Love, I ſay, of fu 
inexpreſſible Honour as this, have as powerful 
Effects upon us, and much more powerful? Shall 
the Love of a fading» Skin - Beauty, the Love of a 
little red and white, the Love of withering Roſes, 
and Lillies and Den which fond Lovers 
adorn the Cheeks and Hands of their Miſtreſſes: 
Shall this baſe Kind of Love ſo potently command 
poor Mortals, and ſhall not the Love of Gon do 
much more ? Who is the firſt fair and original 
Beauty, as well as the firſt » Whom 

the Flower and Top of the Creation, admire 


adore with the greateſt Complace and Axdor - 
of Affection? . 9 


| ante nod Lane fixed upon ſuch an Object as 
chis, inflame us with an holy Reſolution to under- 
4 jo? D 3 take 


Holineſs, will the leaſt twinkling of 
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take or undergo any thing for the fulfilling his 
Will? Conſidering withall, that his Commands 
are in themſelves moſt reaſonable, moſt fit to be- 
approved and obſerved by us, agreeable to the 
Dienity of our Souls, in their own Nature moſt 
lovely, excellent and worthy ; and have moreover 
a mighty Recompence of Reward, which cannot 
be ſaid of the Commands of Luſt and ſenſual Love, 
but the perfectly contrary ; they being moſt vain, 
unreaſonable and cruel ; and Obedience to them 
of moſt pernicious Conſequence. | 448+ Trbp#f 


Non is there any thing that Gop would have 
us part with, but what it is better for us to be 
without ; better for our Peace and Pleaſure, and 


more for our Liberty to be freed from. 


I pass to that other Branch of this Direction, 
dix. that we ſhould labour to be affected with a 
ſtrong and ardent Love, as of Gop, ſo of divine 
Things : Of Virtue and Holineſs, the Impreſſions 
of the divine Image upon the Soul. . 


Hap we worthy Conceptions of Spiritual Ex- 
cellences, and a due Senſe of the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, they would even raviſh our Hearts, and er- 
cite in us ſtrange and wonder ful Aﬀettions to them, 
(as Tully ſpeaks of Virtue) and conſequently ſecure 
us from the Allurements of earthly Vanity, 


Bur till a Man comes to admire and be ena- 
moured with the divine Graces and Virtues, eve 
thing will be ready to get his Heart which grati- 
fieth Senſuality, and to carry him away captive. 


By one unacquainted with the Lovelineſs of 
this Worlds 
Slory 
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Glory be admired; but there can be no better 
Way to fruſtrate the Temptations of the Things 
below, than to be well acquainted and greatly 4. 
fected with the Things above, the Things that are 
Holy, Heavenly arid Divine. . | 


THAT of Plutarch was a moſt true and excel- 
lent Obſervation,. © Tt is impoſſible for Men not 
to have a Affection and Ambition for the 
Things which the World admires and purſues, 
except there be a Principle within them to admire 
Virtue, whoſe alone Beauty and Luſtre would 
darken and put out all other Glories and Gaieties 
whatſoever.” * | | 


Be fully poſſeſs'd, then, with the Importance 
of this Truth, that the moſt ſovereign Way for a 
Man to take off his Heart from the Vanities of 
this World, and conſequently to deny himſelf, is 
plainly this: To turn his Mind and Affections to 
better Objects, to admire the uncreated and ori- 


pu Beauty, and to have an high Eſteem of the 
articipations and Impreſſions thereof. 


Tux Affections will not be pent in, they will 
run out upon ſomething; let them therefore iſſue 
forth, but let it be to the nobler Objects; let 
them ſtream forth freely, but to better Things. 
There is ſuch a Way approved by Phyſicians for 
the ſtopping. of Blood, viz. When it iſſueth out 
one way, to open a Vein elſewhere, and fo to ſtay 
it by diverting the Courfe. 


Nor is that Fable of the Poet unfit to be applied 
here, as containing an excellent Moral, which 
tells us the beſt Means of defeating the Syrens, the 
moſt dangerous Temptations of the World. Ulyſſes 
and his Companions ſtopt their Ears with a as 


they ſailed 


"Things. Things Divine muſt have the Precedency 


„ mie graut han 


by, that they might not hear them, and 
ſo avoided the Denger: But Of, by ſing ing / 
divine Hymns,. by celebzating-the Praifes/of GoD, i x 
and recounting his ILxcellences and Favours, is h 
ſaid to have overcome them, Which was che more 0 


noble Way of Conqueſt. 


Bur to prevent all Miſtake and Scruple, Ladd, 7 
that what hath been ſaid doth not imply, that a 
Chriſtian is to ſtop up his Affections from iſſuing I © 


out to any thing in this World: But this we are to. I G 


conſider. | 


Turxx are undue and forbidden, and there-are 
due and allowed Objects of the Affections. 


Won un ben undue Objects, rr of Sin, 
the Things which Gon expreſly ſorbids in Serip-+ 
ture, we are to have no Affection at all for, but 
the greateſt Antipathy againſt. "There muſt not 
be the leaſt taſting of the forbidden Tree, though © 


ũts Fruit be never ſo fair and tempting, | ſov 


Bur as for due Objects of the Affections, and! 


ſuch as God allows, our Care muſt be, that they 
be carried forth towards them in a due Order and 


Degree. 


- Firſt, In a due Order. Our Love muſt firſt be 
aced upon Gop and Chriſt, his Ki and his 
ighteouſneſs, and thence deſcend to inferior good 


in our Care and Endeavours, according to that 
Advice of our Saviour, Marth. vi. 33. a 


Secondly, Iv a due Degree and Meaſure. Gop, 
and the Things above, muſt be moſt deſired and 
delighted in. II bum (faith the Plalmiſt) hove 7 in 


Heaven 


rr 
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Heaven but Thee? and there is none on Earth I de, 
fire in Compariſon of Thee, God alloweth us to 
give a leſſer Love to the leſſer Goodneſs ; but the 
higheſt Aſſection is to be given to the higheſt and 
original Goodneſs, Tine 


I wiLL conclude this Direction with the Ad- 
yice of Tatlerus in his eighth Epiſtle : Account 
« that Day mi{-ſpent and loſt, wherein you have 
« not ſubdued your own Will by the-Love of 
Gov. N 

Tnis Advice imports two Thing. 


Firſt, Tr a Chriſtian is to make this Duty 
of Self- Refignation his daily Buſineſs; that it is a 
Leſſon which he is to be every Day learning, and 
an Exerciſe in which he is to make continual Pro- 

Secondly, Tnar the Love of God is of moſt 
ſoverei Virtue to break and ſubdue a Man's 
own . wh = „ 


* 
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| utireaſonable that his Will ſhould ever take Place 
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NAR VAL... 
That Humility is à powerful Means to the 
- attaining of Seli-Relignation. 


: 


VII. Npeavour after deep Humility, if thou 
wouldſt be truly reſigned to the Will of 
Gon. : Humility is a moſt powerful Means to the 
attaining of Self? Rofenation, both as it implies O- 
bedience to Gop's Commands, and Submiſſion to 
eee e 
Firſt, As it implies Obedience to the Comma ni 
. The * 8 "on Lag 
# doing any Thing Gop requires, or forbeat in 
any Thing He forbids : For, vt me a 


1. He conſiders that there is an infinite Diſtance 
between Gop and him. That Gop is infinite in 
all Perfections: That He is the Lord of all Things, 
the Sovereign of Men and Angels, and therefore it 
is moſt fit that He ſhould have the Preheminence in 
all Things; and maſt unbecoming him to oppoſe 
his Will when He commands/Things never ſo un- 


grateful to Fleſh and Blood. 


And He conſiders alſo, that himſelf is a depen- 


dent, indigent Being, that he is nothing but what 


he is by Gop, and can have nothing but what 
comes from Him; and conſequently, that it is moſt 


of 
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of the Will of Gop. The infinite er of 
Gop's Being molt juſtly and mony infers the Pre- 
cedency and Superiority of his Wi 57 


He conſiders that God is the inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain of Life, the great Ocean of Being, whence all 
the Rivers of particular Beings flow, and whither 
they return again; whereas Man is a poor, feeble 
Creature, altogether Vanity, and that, at his beſt 
Eflate, even all the Nations of the Earth are count- 
ed but as a Drop of the Bucket, or [mall Duft of the 
Balance, (as Iſaiah ſpeaks) nay, they are all as no- 
bing before Gon, and are caumed to bim leſs than 
ching. What then ſhall we think of each parti- 
© W cular Man, he being ſo inconſiderable a Part of 
dat Drop, that Duft, that nothing, and leſs than. 
0 WF 11htiug. The humble Chriſtian, I fay, hath a due 

Senſe of his unconceivable Diſproportion to Gopz 

and thence concludes, that nothing can be ſo. un- 
4 reaſonable as to 75 his Will ſhould. be humour- 
0 if cd, or to take it ill to have it crofs'd by the Will 
5 i of God. 9 = | 


He is deeply ſenſible that nothing is fo intole- 
© I rable, as for the Will of à Creature in any Thing 
4 to controul the Lorp of Life and Glory, the great 


Maker and Preſerver of all Things, and therefore 


it chat it is much more the greateſt Petulancy, and 
n maſt horrible Preſumption for ſuch a Creature as 


© MI biuaſelf to diſpute and quarrel with the divine Com- 


r aands, 


2. Tux humble Chriſtian conſiders alſo, that 
Gop, being ſelf : happy and ſelf- ſufficient, cannot 
deſign his own Advantage in lay ing his Commands 
upon us; that we are not able to gratify Him by 
any Service, but, being infinitely good, He aims 
at our Beneſit in ſo doing: That Gop in the m—_— 

ne 
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nels of Religion, ſeeks not his own, but merely 
our Intereſt and Welfare; in that He needs not, 
nor is capable of receiving any Additions of Happi- 

neſs, much leſs from — 8 Himſelf, and. there- 
fore means Kindneſs to us in all his Commands; 
and his Laws are to be numbered among his Fa- 
vours, even his moſt endearing and obliging ones. 
And he who is thus aſſured muſt needs be ſtrongly 
excited to perform a moſt hearty, ingenuous and 
. chearful Obedienee to all the W of-the 
Divine Will. 


Secondly, Hum1LITy enables 4 05 eſignation, 
as it imports patient ON" to all Gop' Die- 
£8 And that, 


1. Upon the ſame Account that it Abb to 
active Obedience; ft nk becauſe it makes us ſen = 
F the infinite Diſproportion that ts between 
and us; the Co 4 of which will 5 
convince us, that it becomes ſuch deſpicable Crea- 
tures as we are to humble ourſelves under his mighty 
Hand, to lay ourſelves down in the Duſt before 
Him, inſtead of repining at his Providence. 


2. HUmiLITY diſpoſeth to Patience, as it makes 
11 25 of our moral Imper feftions, aur Sins and 
Tranſgrefſions, whereby wwe are become" obnoxious 15 
Govp's Diſpleaſure. e Senſe whereof will force 
us to acknowledge that He is moſt righteous when- 
ſoever he puniſheth, and therefore we ſhould a0. 
cept of the Puniſhment of our Iniquity. 13 


MuRMURIXG and complaining Thoughts ariſe 
from Pride, and a too good Opinion of ourſelves: 
It is Self-conceit that makes us miſconſtrue any of 
Gop's Dealings as over-rigorous towards us; but 


to the humble Man, who is ſenſible of his 177 
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: 
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fald Miſcarriages, they appear moſt juſt and equal, 


2 his De- 
lerts. 


Hz having a deep Senſe of the Evil of Sin, how 
upreaſonable, unjuk, and diſingenuous; and there- 
fare, how unſpeakably hainous it is to oppoſe the 
Will of the moſt high Gop, the ſupreme Gover- 
ner of the World, and Judge of all the Earth, ta 
offend infinite Goodneſs, and to return Evil to Him | 
from whom we have always received Good, and to 
whom our ts are inexpreſlibly many and 

; I ay, neck oy omg Chriſtian having a great 
ente of this conſcious to himſelf that 
he hath — res unreaſonable, unrighteous, and 
di uous Creature, will, under the | 
AMi he can ſuffer in this World, ſax wi 
ra; Thou haſt puniſhed me "4 than mine l 


4 — diſpoſeth to ſubmiſſive 
miatians, — it er- 
| Shortneſs of our Under 
lity to God's Coun e and the Rea 1 
Pere The humble Chriſtian wi 
with the bleſſed Apoſtle, O the Depth the cher 
both of the Wiſdom ny f Gon, how 
unſearchable are his F s Ways paſt 
ng out! He An pany Farr Ha ub | 
able \ iſdom muſt needs admiriiſter the Affairs of 
the World in general, and of every Perſon in par- 
ticular, in the the beſt and wiſeſt Way, and therefore 
2 there is very grea . Suf- 
erings he undergoes, although they may ſeem to 
his ſhallow Capacity to be never fo unreaſonable. 


Mun unte at of the 3 
is a tacit charging of Gop, as Unri 2 
Vor. 3 ; / RE | neſs, 


bearing Af 


* 


rr 


ff 
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neſs, ſo with Folly, nd, eto IE 
above Gop's. 


4. Tur humble Chriftian is likew! 88 1 
the fear Need he bath of Afi ſckions: 
them as Medicines to cure . itual Maladies, 
that they are necdful as they ventions of Sin, 


and ſecare him againſt 


are 
Temptations, and as 

x are very inſtructive, much of God and Him- 
ff bees to be learnt in the School of the Cros. 


Tuts Man knoweth, that not to be corrected 
in order to his Amendment is the greateſt of Pu- 

niſhments; and that no Judgment is ſo.dreadful as 
Sin itſelf,” and to be given up to an hard Heat; and 
therefore He accounts thoſe Troubles and Difficul- 
ties he meets with as Expreflions of n Un- 

willipgneſs he ſhould undo lumſelf, 


IT is moſt certain, that the holy, wiſe and ras 
Gop doth-not directiy and primarily will Puniſh- 
ment, (as neither doth any good and wiſe * 
to do thus is not Juſtice but Cruelt or doth 
He deſire the Occaſions of inſſicting N. | 
viz. the Tranſgreſſion of his n tices will _ 
and good, it hath ever 3s beſt- of Ends, 8 
the — — enting of Sin, the | 
Encauragement of G , and ſecuring the Au- 
ity-of righteous 2 And the humble Per- 
ſon conſidering that Gop's Deſign in aMiCtin him 
is to Cure yy er Evil of Sin, 9 the Jelier of 
Suffering, that Afflictions are ſo aeceſlary as 
that he is ſeldom long well without them; by this 
Means is he the plans enabled en to nit 
when he ſuffers. 1 2 


Laſtly, n enables a Chriſtian both tn 
Obedience. and and Patience, as it makes bem capable of 
more 


Skrr-RxsINAT Ox. Ty, 


| more Grace : And the more Grace the more Power 


he hath both to do and ſuffer the Will of Gop. 
Surely ſaith the wiſe Man, he ſcorneth the Scarners,. 
but he giveth Grace unto the Lywly.. And St. Peter, 
Gop 75 the Proud, bit giveth Grace to the 
Humble. And again St. Tames, The Spirit that 
dwelleth in us luſteth ta Envy, but He — 
| Grace: 2 be ſaith, Gon re the * 


but giveth Grace unto the Humble. 


Tus high Mountains are barren, but the low 
TI are covered with Corn, and the Showers of 
0D's Grace fall intolowly and humble Souls. The 
more empty and poor in Siri Men are, the more 
earneſtly deſirous are they of ſpiritual Things, and 
ſuch ſhall be filled, according to Chriff's Promiſe, 
BY d are they that hunger and.thirft after Righte- 


oufneſs, 2 they /hall be filled. 


You know the Story in 2 Kings Chap. iv. ſo ns 
as the Widow had an empty Veſſel the Oil flowed, - 


but when there was not another to be gotten, it 
immediately ſtayed. And ſo long as Gon ſeeth an 
empty Soul that is ready to receive, and deſirous 


of his Grace, He is to communicate of his 


A sSovr that is in its own Eyes, void of | 
 felf-glorying and ledging its own Indigence, 


and al its utter Unworthineſs to receive any 
the leaſt Favour from the Divine Bounty is ſuch a 
one as Gop looks for, to communicate more and 
more of his Grace and Spirit to. To this Man will 


J bol, faith Gon, even to him that is poor and of a 


" contrite Spirit. Thus faith the gh end ft On that 
inbabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, 1 dune in 
12 bigh and boly Place; . him alſe that is of @ 


contrite 


| 52 e great Duty of 2 
_ contrite and humble Spirit, to revive the Spirit 0 
the Humble, and to revive the Spirit of the —1 


- ones; 


 HumiziTyY diſpoſeth to Gratitude, and Gratitude 
fits us to receive more from Gop; for a grateful 
Soul will ſet a high. Value upon his Bleffings, and 
. moſt gladly give Him the Glory of his Grace. 
The humble Chriſtian thinks himſelf, with 
cob, leſs than the leaſt of all Gop*'s Mercies, 
and "conſequently he will be heartily thankful for 
the leaſt; and, by being thus „ he be- 
comès meet ſor the greateſt, and therefore cannot 
8 fail of it. « 3 4 . - FS. ah: 5 — * 7 . * 
It is to be obſerved, that when Faceb- was in 
this humble and ſelf-abaſing Temper, it was then 
that he ſaw Gon Face to Face at Peniel: Then it 
was that he was honoured with the Name 7/rae/, 
- and" as 4 Prince had Power with Gop and Men, 


O the contrary, Pride and Self-ſufficiency, 
which is ever accompanied with Unthankfulnet, 
makes Men uncapable of the Divine Grace; And 
therefore the Phariſees, who gloried in themſelues 
that they were righteous, and defpiſed others, that 
were not ſick, but whole: in their own Conceit, 
died of their Diſeaſes, notwithſtanding the great 
Phyſician of Souls was ſo long among tbem. 


. Now there are two Graces that Kap gives 


1 | z peculiar Fitneſs for, two of the firſt Magnitude 


and greateſt Influence in a Chriſtjian Life, to 
- wit, the Love of Gop, and Faith er Truſt in 


— 


We © - 


L * 
. ** — » oi 
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Ir is evident that Humility hath a peculiar Fit- 
neſs to increaſe the Grace of Love; for the more 
ſenſible any one is of his | 
more he muſt needs love ing ſo gra- 
cious a Regard to him; the more will he admire 
and adore the Riches of ils Grave. 


oP, it is as evident that Humility affords the 
* Faith or Truſt in God for 
a Chriſtian is of his own Impo- 


— + the more will h rely upon the Dine Powe | 
and Goodneſs, having ſo. many Promiſes to encou- 
rage him. The of our own Weakneſs will 


make us diſtruſt ourſelves 3 the more we diſtruſt 
ourſelves, the more ſhall we ſtay our Souls on 


ä — ⁰ Q 


* 
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That the fitlods Obſervation E. 

8 Self- — the erat re- 

. corded in the Scriptures, is of great Uſe - 
rl 


n. 2 
bK is an live Examglis of 84 


Reſignation in the holy 
n be an . For 
inly Gs holy Difpoliion to be attains 
458 Out GOD requires herela noting Gar 


. cause 


* 
um 
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CovLD they do thus, and can the 


ſame divine Help which we have ſhewn is attain- 
to 


able by us 2s well as them? They were ſubject 
bike Paſſons with us; they were Fleſh and Blood as 
we are, and natural CS ETD 
God. is the ſame in ower and Goodneſs nom a 
Wen ö 


. AND this ma * the Fulneſs of 
the Scriptures, t beſides the beſt Precepts, we 
have the beſt Examples recorded in them of every 
Grace and Virtue: So that by the Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit, the Chriſtian may be nn 


W 


Tun bet Rules of the beſt Life are Jaid Jon 
in in ritings, and they are plain and 
-intelligible, eſpecially to thoſe that have the goed 
* moles ſuperadded to Rules, 
and Patterns to make both more inſtruc - 
— Sa Practice. 

ing many worthy Examples upon Re- 
cord of this $2lf-Refiqnation, the Leſſon becomes 
-, either too high nor bard for us to underſtand or 


Ha vs we not, beſides others, the Example 


re 
2 for Chaſtity, AA 
Abraham for 


es for Meeknefs, Fob for 
for Charity, Dancel aith; — neoc3 e9 
amel for an 
in owning Gop, St. Pool 


Reſolvedneſs of 
Pa Ed nb og, hat hol, ue ad oy, or | 
that , , 
Lon Jun chi, rage bang = fag 


PEE en 1 FF. - 
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= Pa _ 


* 
t 
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1 


gentium aremplorum 2 imitatores, ſmall Imitators 
27 mighty Examples, as Salvian expreſſeth it. y 


SELF-RESIGNATION; 


let it be our ſerious Care and holy Ambition to 
tranſcribe their Virtues, to write after thoſe fair 
Copies, to be Followers of thoſe. bleiled Souls a3. 
they were Followers of Gov and-.Corgh, 5 ft 


By preſent determini 
emen e's ale ome Examples 
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1 fiſt, that of Ae bun, Faiehful Aalen 
as he is ſtiled by the Apoſtle Paul. There were 
e e 
this good Man, as they are brew 
Writers : UU 
n en. 

So th , | 
Tax feſt was bis being commaniel of Gov 
to leave his own Country, his Houſe and Lands, 
Tor OUR whe muna 
n E 5 = * % 


| Trrs Comimand,1/25 grievous-as it muſt have 
deen to Fleſh and Blood, he did not in the leaſt 
demur to: But by Faith when he was called to go 
out into a Place which be Jhould. after wy FE» 
nn wing 
ne. 23 £1 51 
rie 7%: 07 90. fl 
Tas laſt was. his being commanded! to be his 
only Son Aae, and to offer him 'for a Burnt» 
T 
Trial. 4% oz S217" 22 2 


W eee 6 
Word of which b ingua Emphaſis, and de- 
mann Irrer an 2 


hou N t ite gd 8 e . 
dE 57221 2 iges E os! a4 Tax 


£ 
- — —— , g pl 2 
: "VT" — 
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- 
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8 by. ex donde Som, thine only Son Iſaac, tubom 
theu loveſ}, and get thee into the Land of Moriah, 
ind offer him there for a Burnt-offering, _ one of 
the Mountains which ¶ cuil tell ther of. - - | 


Tax now thy Sor—Not any of the beſt of his 
great Store of Cattle, but his Ss. 


Tak him now, forthwith, without any L De- 


er on. ds: Not Int tan Jar, 
and Eb 7 Bt 


Son: * 
ves 9292 — — 


folace 
ven other. 


2 


AnD desde, there 5 is i obſervable 1 
mentioned, Heb. xi. 17, 18. He that hed reciedtt 


— — 
r 


Wow thou leu. That is, very: — 
paſſionately, as being the Son of their old Age, 
their only Son, 977 Theſe 
two go together, . one choice one, 
2 To loſe the only 80m is that which 
cauſeth bitter Lamentation; and the mourning for 
ſuch a-one is 'uſed to expreſs the moſt 
and doleful Moutning, * Vil. 10. Lech. ail. 10. 
aber into the Land of Mete: and 
Abraham humſelf muſt offer him, 
——— Bm Servants! tb do it; 
and * ous no other than 

1 „01 — 


* 
tc 


| 
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within Sight of the Place where he was to be of- 
ſered. l 4 | „1 5 | DAS” 

Tas tender Father muſt take his only Sen, whom 
he loved, and bind him with his own Hands upon 
the Altar, and take the Knife deen an him. _ 


his Eyes muſt behold bim bleed 
and burning, ſo muſt, he be Wal th the 


tioner. 


4 offer bim there for a Burnt-offering, on one - 
of the Mountains, which I will tell . This 
was the Place where the Temple was to de built 
by Solomon, aan _ 


AnD-it was three Days ou from Abraham's 
Habitation, 1 * j I 
more n en as in that Ew he 
the Wood, or Fire, or the Knife, or 
9 he ſaw afar off, how could it be 
mne moſt nn 


Ir follows, Verſe 6. And Abraham took the Wad 
of the Burnt-offering and laid it upon Iſaac his 2 
and he took the Fire in his Hand, and a Knife, and 
they went both of them together. - What an 
and Heart-piercing Sight was this! And herein 
was Iſane à Figure of our bleſſed Saviour, who 
bare che Wood of the Croſs upon his Shoulders, 
ee ages or * 
8 %/᷑ rr 

Als D that J nac was 
now no Child, in that he was able to travel with ſo 
peat t a Hurden; ſuch a Quantity of Wood as was 

ufficient to burn his Body to could be no 
[mall Weight. Za/epbhus makes Iſaae to be now 
twenty-five Years old, but an Hebrew Tradition, 


38 The great Dityof” 
about Thirty and three. If fo, he was in thi 
Circumſtance alſo a Figure of our Saviour, who 
was offered up at about the ſame Age. 


Now Jſaac being at this Time grown up to: | * 
good Age, it might make his Father the more un- Nin 
willing to part with him, and conſiderably add to In 
the Greatneſs of his Trial. 1 Wi 


AND thoſe Words of Jſaac, which he ſpake in 

a Strain of ſweet Innocence and Simplicity, v.). ! 
My Father, behold the Fire and the Woed, but wher: 
i the Lamb for a Burnt-offering * They muſt needs 
_ cauſe a Conflict within him, and ning 
of Bowels: No doubt Abraham's Affections did 
frangely work now, and he was pained at the very 


. Tun is one Thing more which we may take 
| notice of in this Command; it! is d, Offer bin 
there fir a Burnt-offering ; mW? This Kind of 
Offering was an Holocauſt, all of which was to be 
conſumed by Fire, fo that there was not the leaſt 
*Relick to remain of him. | wy 


Tuts was the Command, and was it not a moſt 

- difficult one? Could there have been a forer Trial? 
But behold the ſignal Reſignation of Abraham to the 
Will of Gop! He, without the teaft Delay, be- 
ook himſelf to the Performance of the Divine Plea- 
ſure. It is faid, Verſe 3. that Abraham roſe up eary 
in the Morning, It is like the Command came ſe- 
<cretly to him in a Dream, or Viſion, of the Night ; 
and at or before the firſt Peep of Day he addreſſed 

. himſelf to obey it. Thus he denied his natural 
nnd grrat Affection to his Son, and gave a molt 
Muſtrious Proof, that nothing was ſo dear to 1 
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e w 1 wicker 8 
dom im firong agat 5 er 
e bs Bon, faith the Author of the Book of 
I ijdom. 7 


Tur completion. of his Obedience. is ſet forth: 
in the ninth Verſe : Aud Abraham built an Altar 
in the Place which Gov told him of, and laid the. 
IVoed in Order, and bound Iſaac bis Sox, and. laid 
th on the Altar upon the M vod. 


7 By the way, not only Heben, but Tſagc * 
vas herein à rare — of Reſignation. He 
was, doubtleſs, (as appears by what was ſaid of 
his Age and, Strength) ab able to have reſiſted his 
Father now. ſtricken. in rr * he expreſſed 
no. Reluctance, he quietly and meekly ſuffered 
himſelf to be bound, and laid * Altar. 

And herein ag Wan in ſeveral * — * 

was he 2 Flew gure of our Saviour, who, though He 

could have 4.1 dt Himſelf from the Power of the. 
Jews and Romans, yet 11 hou to take 

ind bind Him, to beap many vile Ind 5 upon 
Him, ar it hf to mail Him ©o tis ( 


Axp then it follows; —4nd Abraham ftrnched 
forth his Hand, and took the Knife to ſlay his Son. 
This Gop accoumed to him as if he had he had 
done it, becauſe he was fully purpoſed to do © 
and had it not been for Gop' * had | 
performed his Purpoſe. Therefore the Scripture 
reports it as if he had actually offered up his Son, 
Heb.” xi. 17. Faith, — Brod toben he tust 
ied, red ug Tate ; and he that had received the 
Promi es, up Bis only begotten Son. And James 
i. 21. Was not Abraham our Father juſtified by 
Works, when he had offered Iſaac bis 925 upon the 
2 9 was — of 

OD. 


Ny 
bo 


” Ro=at9n. 
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Gop. He eminently approved him as ſuch, for 


I wiLL conclude this great Example of Reſig- 
nation with that in Ey xli. 2. Ibo raiſed up t 
righteous Man from the Eaſt, and called him to his 
- Foot. Abraham obeyed Gop in all 4 he 
had Him at his Call, as the Faulconer hath a 
 well-mann'd Hawk, and calls her to his Hand. 


Anp ſhall not the Spiritual Seed of Abraham 
(for ſo Chriſtians are) be obſervant of every Call 
of Gop, th He call them to ſuch Trials as 
are very difficult and ungrateful ? Let us walk in 
the Steps of the Faith Obedience of our Father 
- Abraham, in readily ſacrificing our Iſaac, our De- 
light and Joy, that Sin which is moſt beloved, 
the Sin of our Souls, (as the Phraſe is, Micah vi. 7.) 
which ſeems to-bring us moſt Profit, moſt Delight 
and Pleaſure. By thus doing, ſhall we be owned 
as the eſpecial Friends of Gop, as Abraham was, 
and receive the Reward of ſuch, as he did. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of JOB and DvD. L 
FT HE next Example of Self-Refignation, ſhall Y- | 
de that of 7; and he will appear to be 2 Is | 
moſt eminent one, by theſe Particulars, 20, 


+ Firſt, He was a great Man: Great for Eſtate i - y 
and Riches, We read, . 


* 
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ſand Sheep, three thouſand Camels, five hundred 
yoke of Oxen, ſive hundred She-Aſſes, and very 

eat Store of Servants ; that he was the greateſt o 
all the Men of the Eaſt, that is of Arabia, which 
lay Eaſtward from the Land of G, He üs 
great for Wiſdom, and by that Means for Honour- 
and Eſteem, of which there is a particular Ac- 
count, Chap: xxix. The aged Men, when they ſato 
bim aroſe and ſtood up, ver. 8. The Princes r 
zalking, and laid their Hand their Mouth ; the 
Nobles held their Peace, and their Tongue cleaved ty 
the Roof of their Mouth, ver. 9, 10. Such a Re- 
verence had they for him, for the Greatneſs of his 
Wiſdom and excellent Accompliſhments, that the 
Ear that heard him, bleſſed him, ver. 11. All gave” 
ear to him, and waited and ad kept Silence at his Cn 
1 2 his Words they ſpake not again; his 
d — them, and they waited for him 
as To _—_ ain, and openeth their Mouth wide as 
for the latter Rain, ver. 22 23. They received 
his Diſcourſe as a welcome and moſt deſirable 
Rain, and ſuch eſpecially was the latter Rain, de- 
fore Harveſt. 


Secondly, Ha was as Good, as Great and "yy 
nourable. Such was his Humility, that he did not 
deſpiſe the Cauſe of his Man-Servant or Muid- der- 
vant, tohen they contended with him, Chap. xxxi. 13. 


His Sobriety and Moderation of Spirit is to be 
ſeen, ver. 25, c. | 


His Charity and Compa Compaſſion, 
15, 16. Chap. XXX. 25. 1 8 
20, 32. "22" 


Vor XI. . 


Chap. xxix. 1 
xxXi, 16, 75 19, 
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His Chaſtity, Chap. xxxi. 1, 9. So far was he 
=_y making his great Eſtate ſerve ny and 


Hrs Integrity and Honeſty, Chap. xxix. 14 
Chaps XxXi. 7, 38, 39. 


Hi 18 Readineſs to employ his Power for the Relief, and 
not for the cruſhing, of oppreſſed Innocents, Chap. 
xxix. 12. Chap. xxxi. 21. And this he did boldly 
and reſolvedly, Chap. xxxi. 34. 


Hrs exemplary Piety in keeping himſelf from the 
Idolatries of the Arabians, Chap. xxxi. 26, 27. 
His pious Sollicitude for his Children, in their yearly 
Feaſtings, leſt they might have offended Gop in 
the Heat of their Banquets, Chap. i. 5. And 
Chap. xxiii. 11, 12. we have him expreſſing the 
great Devotion of his Soul towards God, in the 
conſtancy and univerſality of his Obedience. - My 
Foot {ſaith he) hath held his Steps, his Ii ay have 7 
kept, and nat declined, neither have I gone back from 
the Commandment 'of bis Lips: 1 — e/leemed the 
Words of his Mouth more than my necefary Foad. 


And Gor Himſelf gives this Charadter of Job, 
Chap. ii. 3. That there was none like, him in the 
Earth, a perfe# and gn upright Aan, 6 one that fear- 
eth Gon, and e eſe cheweth Evil. 


14 


uv was this Wente ne Perſon a 83 
of Virtue in his flouriſhing Eſtate, and he was no 
55 a Pattern of Se- Rgfgnatien in * N 


Fon, Thirdly, this * and 7 — Man was 
ſorely afflicted 3 tried by Gop. There were 
three Meſſengers that debug — the Tidings of 


ſad 
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fad Calamities that befell him in his Poſſeſſions; 
his Oxen, Aﬀes, Sheep and Camels, with his 
Servants, being carried away by the Sabeans and 
Chaldeans, or conſumed by Fire from Heaven. 
But the fourth Meſſenger brings the heavieſt News 
of all, viz. That all his Sons and Daughters were 
cruſh'd to Pieces by the Fall of the Houſe wherein 
they were feaſting. 


Tunis was diſmal indeed, to loſe all his Chil- 
dren at once, and that not by a natural, but vio- 
lent Death, and to have them deſtroyed with ſuch 
a ſudden Deſtruction, and that alſo in the n 
of their Feaſting and Mirth. 


Tux more to aggravate his AMiQion, t theſe ſe- 
veral Meſſengers came immediately one after an- 
other; while one was ſpeaking, another came in; 
one wave, the more to overwhelm him, came 
upon the Neck of the other; ſo that he had no 
Reſpite, no Time to concoct his Sorraws, no 
Time of breathing after one, * 
to bear the next. 


Bur after al this, AMidtion e comes ſtill more 
doſe to him: Gop permitted Satan to exerciſe 
his Cruelty upon his Body, which was ſtrieken 
with fore and that all over, even from the 
_— of his Head, te the Sole of his Foot, Chap. 

ii, 7, He was full of Anguiſh in every Part. There 
was nothing about him left whole and entire but 
the Klin / bis Teeth, Chap. xix. 20. or the Skin 
about his Gums or Lips: Nothing was. whole 
about him, but his Mouth to complain with. To 
have one ſuch. Bile is very painful, but to have 
ſuch noiſome Things all over the Body, how ex- 


ed tormenting muſt it peed be ? 
* | bed Axpo 


Veſſel caſt on the Dung hill. Inſtead of uſing Oils 


rable Comforters, as Jeb told chem. 
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AND in this ſad Plight — down (not on an 
eaſy Couch or ſoft the Aſhes, v. 8. 

or upon a Dunghil —. the he City ty, as the Sep- 
tuagint hath it, where he had :_ to dreſs his 
Sores but himſelf, nor any thing that we read of) 

to help bimſelf with, ber fone iece of earthen 


W mn ft om on 


and Salves that were — for the Mi of 
his Pain, and the healing his Sores, he ſcra 

them, or ſqueezed out the raging Matter of them 
-with a Potſherd. He was ſo changed. by his Blains 
and Botches, and in ſo ſqualid a Condition, that 
his Friends knew him not, Chap. ii. 12. His Bre- 
om went far from him, and his He were 
ranged from him; his Kins-folk ailed —— and 


emily Friends forgot him; in 
bed — and his 2. mv x Stran- 
ger, he was an Alien in 7 875 r called hir 
Servant, and he gave him no An ; he intreated 


him with his Meth: His Breath wa 4 Wu his 
e, though he entreated for the Chil v7 4 
_ Body. The young Children «cſpiſed Mie hh 

ainſt him. His inward Friends abhorred him, — 
2 een be leved, were 2 as be 


moſt pathetically complains, Chap. xix. 


6 His three Friends, Elipbax, Bilad, and ele- 
when they firſt came to ſee him, fat down upon 
the Ground ſeven Days and Nights, and could 
not ſpeak for Aſtoniſhment ; and what they aſter · 
wards OE „ highly un- 


charitable: EF 5 Iwo: 6 him any Relief, it 
added more to — — his Tor- 


ment. They were Phyficians of no — and 0. 
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Ant whereas he might have Rojo at's 
Wife of his Boſom, ſhe to whom he had been fo 


true 
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true and faithful, (Chap. xxxi. 9.) might have 
been ſome Comfort to him; ſhe, on the contrary, 
was not only eſtranged from him, but alſo a diſ- 
heartner of his Patience, and aſſiſted Satan in his 
Deſigns againſt him. Satan had touched his Bones 
and his Fleſh ;—but that Speech of his Wife, 
Doft thou flill retain thine Integrity? Curſs Gop 
and die, muſt needs ſmite him to the Heart. 


AND now have I not ſet before you a ſad and 
moſt pitiable Condition, full of ſuch difficult Cit- 
cumſtances, as might be apt, any one of them, 
to make the Duty of quiet Submiſſion to the Will 
of God, very . grievous ? For this wealth 
Man to loſe all his Eſtate, and that Eſtate whi 
he had done. ſo much Good with; and together 
with his Eſtate, all his ten Children by one ſud- 
den Stroke: For this great and honourable Perſon 
to be brought ſo low, as to fit upon a Dunghill: 
For this ſo greatly reverenced and eſteemed Per- 
ſon, and who had been ſo humble in the Heighth 
of his Honours, and employed his Power for the 
Relief of the oppreſſed, to be now the Object of 
the greateſt Contempt : For ſo good a Man, that 
feared Gop and eſthewed Evil, to be delivered up 
to the Malice of the Devil: For ſuch a Man, to- 
be thus afflicted both by Men and Devils, Foes 
and Friends too, and not to have ſo much as one 
Comfort left, Who can ſufficiently ſet- forth the 

ittifulneſs of this Caſe ? The Scriptures mention 
obs Wealth, Greatneſs and Goodneſs, that the 
greatneſs of his Sufferings might the more appear. 


* Fon one that had but little before, to loſe that; 
that was low before, to fall lower, is not ſo ſharp 


a Trial, as from poſlefling a great Abundance, to 


be deprived of all ; and, that at once, to be imme- 
EY 1 , 3 | 
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N extreme of Proſperity, 


Bor behold now Job's Reſigna 


and naked ſball I return thither; 7 Lonp 
_ #heLonD hath n 1 the 


e Foe of Adverſity. 


Har he, by, a riotous Courſe, like as Prodigal 
in the Goſpel, brought himſelf to Streights ; or 
had 3 by fame heinous Sin, provoked the Al- 

mighty to ory upon him ſome ſore udgment, 

had no ſuch : Trial of Patience, but 2 
hank himſelf for what was come upon him; 
for one who had always kept a Conſcience void of 
Offence, both towards Gop and Men, that walked 
in all the Commandments of Gop, with an up- 
t Heart, to be ſo ſtrangely plagued, what a 
rial is here! 


| TRIMTTY 
miſſion to the Will of Gov, P's We 
. 


As ſoon as the alt Meſege Teak the 


heavieſt Tidings (for the 32 as was ſaid, ſo 
thick one upon another, 
fay any thing before, the latter coming while the 


at he had not Time to 


2 N was yet ) of all his ten Children 
ng ſlain at once, but he put himſelf into the 


molt bumble Poſture, rent bir Mantle, ſhaved his 


7 dewn on the Grad and wor ſhi 
— 72 aked came I ont of my Mathers 


omb, 
os; For 


Lonv. 


War more tical e. 8 an hats 
ble and profound e to the Divine Will 
. could have been uttered by the Tongue of a Man? 
_ Naked came I out e athers Wamb, and nates 
return thith, F have as much ſtill, as I 
©Þrought into the World with me ; Por uo brought 
noting 
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nothing into this World, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out. That which I have loſt, was nor 
mine; it was but lent me by Gop, who might 
call for it again — We pleaſed: I came 
into the World without it, and without it may go 
again out of the World, and be never the leſs. 


Tux Lond gave: I acknowledge his Goodneſs 
in what I once enjoyed, and that I fo long en- 
joyed it: And the Loxp n ac- 
8 and ſubmit to the Loxp's good Plea- 

„in 


Caufes 'to Gor, and faith, 75% Lonp barb fals 


8 BLESSED 8 | — Loxp. To bleſs 
on, when He is Bleflings on us, is 
eaſy : It is no hard Thing to ſay, The Loan 
given, bleſſed be the Name of the LoxD. But 
to bleſs God even when He hath deprived us at 
once of all our Comforts, this is hard indeed; 
this argues an excellent Spirit, more than thou- 
ſands of har are they in a proſperous Condition 3 
this is an admirable Inſtante of Self Refignation. 


Nor to murmur and repine at ſuch exceedingly 
ſevere Providences, is a great Expreſſion of a re- 
ſigned Temper ; how t an Evidence, then, 
is an Heart borne up in ſuch miſerable Circum- 


ſtances in a thankfyl and praiſing Frame 7/7 
Aup that Joþ ſhould now bleſs Gop, when 
Satan was fo confident, that he would curſe him 10 


bis Face, was a great Defeat given him, ſuch a 
al | Diſappointment 
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Diſappointment as could not but vex him at the 
very Heart. 1 a4 N 


Non is that other Expreſſion of Job's, Chap. 
ii. 10. unlike this, namely, his Anſwer to that 
wretched Speech of his Wife's, He ſaid wnto her, 
Thou ſpeakeft as one of the fooliſh Women ſpeaketh ; 
what ! ſhall we receive Good at the Hand of Gop, 
and "ſhall we not receive Evil? What! is Gon 
bound always to be heaping his Favours upon us? 
HMuft we have nothing but Sun-ſbine, without Wind, 
or Clouds or Rain? Muſt we be fed with nothing 
but Marrow and Fatneſs, taſte nothing but what 1s 
feweet and delicious; muſt we have all ſmoatb and 
flowery Way in our Journey? And if be for a while 
cloud nimſelfs if he flop the Streams of his Gomforts 

that flowed ſo abundantly upon us, if he give us ta 
| taffe of the bitter, the Waters of Marah, muff we 

therefore repine and complain, and think evil of Him, 
and grow weary of his Service? Having received ſ 
much Good from Him, is it not equitable and fit that 
we ſhould bear ſome Evil when He ſends it? Should 
not the Memery of his many and long - continued Mer- 
cies more fweeten and endear our goed (GOD to us, 
than ſome preſent Croſſes and Adverſities imbitter our 
— pi of Him, and ſour our Spirits with Diſcon- 


On the Heighth and Excellency of Grace in 


this holy Man ! He was Vir ante Evangelia Evan- 


gelicus : A Perſon of the true Evangelical and Chri- 


Morld. How had Patience its perfect Work in 
him] There could not be a more lovely Sight on 
the whole Earth for Gop and Angels to behold, 
2 ſuch a Soul in the Midſt of ſuch Trials; ” 
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit being in 

. Sight of God, of great Price. *I 15 
2 | * : Is 
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flian Spirit, before Chriſt or his Gaſpel came into the 
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Tims honourable- Elogium- is given of him, 
Chap. ii. 10. I all -vhiz, fined not with "his 
Lips. And the like in Chap. i. 22. where it is 
added, nor charged Gon fooliſhly. He did not ſpeak 
unworthily of Gop. or hi — —— nor had he 
any unbecoming Thoughts of Him or them: Nay, 
he was ſo ſar from repining at the ſevereſt of them, 
that he took them ly at his Hands. , 


As deformed and diſeaſed” a Creature as Fob 
was, as to his outward Man, he was moſt found 


and lovely within; though his lay wr 
the Aſhes and Potfherds, yet was he as to his Soul, 
as the Wings of a Dove, beautihed- with ſuch in- 
echt Colours, by the Sun ſhining 

her, that they are, as it were, covered with Siforr,, 
and her Feathers with yellow Gold. Kann 


In the Song of Hannah, it is ſaid, that Gor 
raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duft, and lifteth up 
the Beggar from — — But here we have a 
far greater Wonder, D- exalted i, even 
when He debaſed him to the Duft, and made him, 
in his loweſt Eſtate, glorious ; more glorious to 
all Ages than ever he would have been, had there 
deen nothing in his Story, but that he was for his 
Wealth and Honour the of all the Men 


of the Eaſt. So that Fob, en 
this low Degree, \ might voice in that he was exalt 


Grear Afflictions, accompanied with an un- 
conqugrable Patience, advance Men to a peculiar 
of Honour and Glory above the reſt of 
Mankind. Bzhold we count them happy that endure 
W: tull them bleſſed, James v. 11. = 
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Throne: And of his Sores, that they were richer 
than any Jewels or precious Stones; nay, that they 
were more ſplendid and glorious than the Sun-beams: 
And again, that no King fitting upon his Throne i- 
fa illuftrious as was Job then upon the Dungbill. 


THrar very Dunghill where the illuſtrious de- 
2 ſate was a Throne of Glory, no Royal 
Seat of Majeſty or Chair of State was ſo glorious. 
Here his Patience was enthroned; here the humble 
Greatneſs and Majeſty of his Mind ſhined forth, 
and the Spirit of Glory reſted an him. 1 


_ WHAT a Pleaſure was it to Heaven to ſee this 
Champion come off ſo bravely, and bale all At- 
tempts that the Devil could uſe to break his Spirit, 
and force him to Impatience and unworthy Reflec- 
tions upon Gop 


Go ſaid twice to Satan : Heaſ/t thou confidered 
Servant Job, that there is none like bim in all 
4 Earth? Haſt thou ſet thine Heart upon my Ser- 
vant Job? Haſt thou taken ſpecial Notice of him? 
Gop ſeemeth to make his Boaſt of this excellent 
- Perſon, as a more worthy Sight than any that pre- 
ſented itſelf in any Part of the World. But he was 
much more worthy of Eſteem and Admiration after 
he had been proved by ſuch fore Trials; when the 
Trial of his Faith and Patience was found unto Praiſe 
and Honour and Glory. So great was his Patience, 
ſo exem his Refignation, that the holy. Scrip- 
ture ſets a ſpecial Mark upon it and him. Upon 
it, James v. 11. Ye baue heard. of the Patience of 
Job: Upon him, in that he is mentioned as one 
of Gop's three peculiar Favourites, Exel. xiv. 


F Axp now, havi given ſome Account of. his 


Afflictions and his Patience under them, we — 


ſ 
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op was crowned with. After the Apoſtle had 


ſaid, Ye bade heard of the Patience of Job, it fol- 
lows, and have ſeen the End of the Lox p, that the 


LORD 4s very pitiful and of tender Mercy. And in 
the 42d Chapter of Fob, we find him moſt amply 
rewarded even in this Life. In the ſeventh and 
eighth Verſes we read, that he found ſuch ſpecial 
Favour in the Eyes of God, that his three Friends, 
who had added to the heavy Weight of his Afflic- 


tions, and had not ſpoken'of Gob that which was 


right, as Job had, could not atone his Anger with 
2 Burnt- offering, without 7ab's Interceſlion in their 
Behalf. And in the tenth Verſe it is ſaid, that 
the LORD' turned the Captivity of Job, when he 
frayed for bis Friends; alſo the LoRD gave Job twice 
as much as he had before. And in the twelfth Verſe, 
that the Lo Þ bleſſed the latter End of Job more than 
bis Beginning : for he had fourteen thouſand Sheep, 
and fix tho Camels, and a thouſand Yoke of Oxen, 
and a thouſand She-aſſes : Whereas he had before 
hut half this Number of each of theſe. 


— indi Goods and Poſſeſſñions, which were | 


«ther deſtroyed by Fire, or carried away by the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, and ſo were never to be en- 
joyed by him more, Gop gave him double: But as 
wo his Children, He gave him the juſt Number he 
had before, to wit, Sons and three Daughters, 
Verſe 13. Theſe it is likely were not doubled, 
becauſe, though they were taken away by Death, 
yet they were not utterly loſt, but their Spirits re- 
turned to God, they were ſtill alive with Gop, 
where their Father ſhould again meet them in the 
other Life. . a 


Bur there is this ſaid concerning theſe new 
Daughters of Jeb which was not ſaid of the 9 
lat 
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that in all the Land were no Women found ſo fair as 
they, Verſe 15. And laſtly, we read in Verſe 16. 
that after this lived Job an hundred and forty Years, 
aud ſaw his Sons, and his Sons Sons, even Ge- 
be After which, the happy Days he enjoy- 
e here concluded in an unſpeakably more happy 
Eternity... - I i 


"nd thus, as Satan ſaid, Noth Job ſerve Gon 
far nought? So we ſee that his great Patience and 
exemplary Submiſſion to the Will of Gap under 
the ſevereſt Trials, were not in vain, but abundant- 
ly recompenſed. * l8 


Tur third Example I ſhall propoſe of Self-Re- 


nation is holy David: He was eminent for Obe+ 
dience to the Divine Commands; he delighted to ds 
the Mill of Gop, yea, his Law was within his 
Heart; And he was likewiſe eminent for a patient 
Temper under great Trials and Sufferings. 
Tuar waz an exceeding great Trial, when, 
with his Houſhold and loyal Subjects, he was forced 
to fly with all Speed out of Ferujalem, tor the fav- 
ing his Life from the bloody Machinations of his 
own Son Ab/alom. Abſolom, his third Son by Birth, 
but now his eldeſt, and therefore Heir apparent to 
the Crown, being impatient to ſtay for it till the 
natural Death of his Father, deſigned firſt by flat- 
tering Civilities to inſinuate himſelf into the Hearts 
of the People, and afterwards by armed Power to 
force his Way into the Throne. 


Fon his Perſon, he was of a very lovely Aſpect, 

fo that in all Iſrael there was — to tf mY 
praiſed as Abſalom for his Beauty; from the Sole of 
vis Foot even to the Crown of his Head there was no 
Blemiſh in him. KW" Hig 
11 
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H had alſo a fatr and ſmooth T Was of 
a winning and —— fo. that he 
ſole away the Hearts 9 Men of Iſrael. And 

having ſo done, — _— — a) get him- 
ſelf choſen and proclai ng, which was — 
by the —— rid the 
very Place where his Father was firſt anointed by 
the Men of Judab, and ſeven mg 
after by the I ribes of //racl. 


Ann now Ab alom endeavours to confirm himſelf 
in his uſurped by the beſt Arts of Power 
and Policy he could imagine. He gains Abit 
to be of kis Side, who was the King's Counſe 
a Man of that venerable Eſteem for his is great Wi. 
dom, that his Counſel is ſaid to be as if a Man had 
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— arg: 
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again me there 
bn hm Pp him" in Gov. 2263 
s, Moabites, Ana- 


were not the Phi 
— but his own 


monites, and other 
Subjects, was a more affli Trouble. And that 


theſe ſhould be found Abithephel, his Friend 

ind Counſellor, this made it more affliting fill, 
as he complaineth; P/al. lv. 12, 1 3, 14- It was not an 
Enemy that reproached me, then I could bave born it 
Neither was it he * 2 — may, I 
hrmſelf again me, wu 

95 in Pur wa — . — 

—— intance. 
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tagether, and walked unto the' Houſe God in 
— . 


. Aup that the General that headed — 
gainſt him ſhould be Amaſa, the Son of his Siſter 
Abigail; and therefore fo near to him, as that Da- 
vid ith of him, that he was Bone of bis Baue, and 
He of his Fieſh ; this was another v1, ey of 
his Affliction. 


p Axp laſtly, This made the Affliction moſt ſharp 


of all, that he that was at the Head of all ſhould be 


Abſalom; that the Son ſhould thirſt after the Fa- 
ther's Blood, that he which came farth of bis Bawels 
ſhould ſeek his Life, as he complains, Chap: xvi. 11. 
And that he ſhould be the Son whom he loved 
moſt paſſionately, even ſo paſſionately, that after 
his three Years Abſence from Court, it is. ſaid, 
Chap. xiii. 39. that the Saul of David'longed to #1 
forth. unto Abſalom. And then, all this to befall 
him in his old Age, and after he had by his Valour 
and Conduct ſaved his I out of * moe 1 
their Enemies. 


Pur all theſe ſad 88 together, and 
was not David in ſore Troubles and Trials? But 
how doth he bebave himſelf herein? Doth he 
quarrel with Providence, and the Inſtruments of 
his Trouble? Nothing leſs : But his Carriage was 
an to the 
Will of Gon. | 


Bains ſenſible of the imeninen 
in, he provides for his Security by removing from 
2 which he and his — did with all 

„ leſt Alſalam ſhould ſuddenly overtake them, 
and thruſt (or puſh) Evil upon them, as the Word 
| . "i 18: 


Danger be wa 
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is: For his Enemies were moſt quick and active in 
their Preparations againſt him ; which therefore he 
calls the fformy Mind and Tempeſt, Pſal. lv. 8, Of 


his haſty flecing he ſpeaks, Pjal. lv: 6, 7. (which 
refers to this Occafion, as appears by Verſe 14.) 


where he cries, Ob that I had Wings like a Dove; 
for them wwn'd 1 flee away ani be at Ref: Ly then 
would , wander far off, and remiin in the Wilder 
neſs. I would haſt.n my Eſcape from the windy 
Storm and Tempeſt. ; He | 


Br1xG gotten out of the City in haſte, he 
and his Gard, tarry in a Place that was far off, 
(Verſe 17-) to refreſh themſelves, not knowing 
whither to go, or where to be at Reſt, Verſe 20- 


HAavixG made a little Pauſe, here he paſſeth over 
the Brook Aidron, Verſe 23. (a Brook between the 
City and:Mount Olivet) the Country weeping with 
a loud Voice at this fad Proceſſion : As alſo,. when 
they were going up Mount Olivet, they went weep» 
Pack as they — every one covering he Henk after 
the Mannzr of Mourning, Verſe 30. And in the 
Midſt of theſe Hardſhips and forrowful Sympathiz- 
ings of the People, which could not but much af- 

fect his Heart, (having given Order to Zadet the 
Prieſt to return back to the City with the Ark af 
Gon, which thus far accompanied him, defiring 
that chat Monument of Gop's Glory and Preſence 
might not wander up and down with him in his. 
deſolate Condition, but be placed again in the City 
of Gop) he thus expreſſeth the humble and quiet 
Reſignation of his — Chap. xo. 25, 26. If 1 
Hall find-Favour in the Eyes of the Lokp, be wil 
bring me again,” and ſhew me both it (the Ark) and 
bis Habitation, ( Feruſalem, the City of the great 
King) but if be thus ſay, I have no Delight in thee, , 
G. 2. bebeld 
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Le here am J. ttt Him do unte me -as ao” 
ante Him. | 


* Tuovon I be brought to exceſſive Straits, 


* ann be deprived of all my Glory in my old 

„aſter all the Services I — fn Moos 
. And Fudab, yet here am I, let Him do as ſeem- 
eth good to Him, not as ſeemeth good to me. 
« Thy Will, O Lok, ſhall be my Wall, thy Plea- 
& ſure I will acquieſce in. Tbou ſhalt 'chuſe far 
« me. Be it fo as Thou wouldft have it to be, O 
& thou moſt holy and wiſe, and the Lord of all, 
<< who doſt whatſoever pleaſeth Thee in Heaven 
and Earth. My Heart is ready, O Gop, my 
« Heart is ready, it is fixed and reſolved to drink 
40 * of that Cup —— Thou haſt appointed me.” 


Ann his humble Diſpoſition of Soul diſcovered 
———— —ͤ—ͤ— 
_ aShe went up the Mount. Il wept as be went up, 
and had his Head covered, and he went barefoet, 
which were the moſt ſignificant Expreſſions of Hu- 
miliation and Submiſſiveneſs of Spirit. 


And this meek Frame of Soul in Reference to 
Gop's Diſpoſals, did diſpoſe him to a rare Meck- 
n... a 


Tur happened, a little after he was paſt 
Mount Oliver, a very provoking Occaſion; for She- 
mei, a a Benjamite, threw Stones at him and bis 
Men, and caſt · Duſt at them all along the Way, 
and added to this Indignity Curſes n 
Abiſhai, one of his three chief Commanders, was 
ſo incenſed at the horrid Inſolence of this dead Dog, 
as he called Sbimei, that he prays the King that be 
might go over to him and 6. off his Head. But 
David was ſo far W that he was 


more 


ov oe XS 8 2 
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more offended at Abiſbai's Zeal for him; than at 
Shimei's Injuries, and thus replies to him: hat 
have I to do with you ye Sons of Zeruiah ? So let him 
curſe, becauſe the Lox p hath ſaid unto him, Curſe 
David; (that is, becauſe. the Lox ſaw it good to 

mit him to curſe me for my Puniſhment) who! 
then ſhall fay, Wherefore haſt tl ou done fo? Again, 
Behold, (faith he) my. Son which” came out of 
Bowels feeketh my Life Hum much more may this 
Benjamite do es Let him alone, and let him — * 
for the Lox p hath bidden bim. 


DAVID was not a Perſon of a dull: phlegma · 
tick Temper, of a ſlow and ſtupid Diſpoſition, but 
of a vigorous active Spirit; he was ſenſible what a 
barbarous Act this was in Shimei thus to inſult over 
his King, and that in his great Diſtreſs, but being 
alſo ſenfible of Gop's Providence in permitting. 
this wretched Man thus to affront, revile and — 
him, to correct him for his Sins, he wy and 
meekly ſubmitted to it. 


AND David loſt nothin by his humble Sub- 
miſſion; for Gop delivered him from the Aale, 
of Achitophel, from the powerful Army of 4b/alem,.. 
and. brought him back with Joy and Tag vs 
Jeruſalem. 


Axp as for Shimei,. Gop returned his Wicked - 
neſs upon his own Head; and David found that 
true, which he did but modeſtly ſuppoſe upon Shi- 
ner's C : It may be (faith he) the Lord will” 
lol upon mine Af 2 5 and that the Lox D un 
requite Gu for his Curing this Day. And he that 
ſpake with ſuch an humble reſigned Mind, But i 
He ſay, I have no Delight in thee, behild here am - 
let Him db to me 2s ſermeth goed ts Him: found, that. 
Gop did delight in him, and therefore delivered 
5 G 3 dim. 


* 
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him. Gop did ing He fhould — David, — 
L rn —— — 


Now, if David 5 one of ſuch Dignity, 
one of ſo great Renown in the World, one of ſuch 
incomparable Magnanimity, did with ſuch Meek- 
neſs of Soul ſubmit to the ivine Providence, and 
in ſuch Inſtances as. theſe, wherein as a King and 
as a Father be was moſt highly provoked ; is it not 
a Shame for us, who are ſo much his Inferiors,. to 
be impatient and Ae them 
be N 
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CHAP. x. 3 . 
1 of K. PA U I. 


1 


T% laſt Example I (ball mention. js. bleſſed 
Paul: A Follower of Chriſt, as he ſtiles him- 


more than in Self- Refignati 


1 he f. verſion 
n — Con 


reparedneſs of his Soul fog this 
Grace: Lonp, £ Aab. what 2 have me 10 
, There then ſhone round about 

oy Heaven above the Brightneſs of the 


e ee Light ſhined into his. Heart ; and 


40 dd G b Bl, 1 Je to the Jowel 
Maden 9 ane 
bib 3 cr” 


1 , LonD, 


Ari. , 2 3 


e 


ſtruck his Body down to the Earth, 


r 44 << = 


— ene 


e 
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Loxp, what wilt Thou have me to do was as 
eee the his Heart as his Lips. And 
whatſoever the Will of Gop was he ſhould do or 
ſuffer afterward, he was moſt yielding to it. He 
would will or at nothing but according to the 
Will of Chrift. To him to live was Chriſt, Phil. i. 
21. His own Will was ſwallowed up in His Will, 
ſo that he did not ſo much live as 22 lived in 
ring Army of 196 1 157T0&% 3-208: nn 240 . 

* 1H 4 . A + 7 

Nows of the holy Writers tube neces 
ly or vi than St. Paul, of the Neceſſity 
our being"erutified to the World, und 
World crucified unto us, a cruciſying 

ng through the 


the 1 yt rg ffs, of nel 
Spirit the 4 as og the only Way 
to eternal Life 8 the "218 Den, which 
is corrupt according to A decir ul Li. By all which 
Expreſſions is meant the ſubduing of our on 
Gov: . of 
op. 
Turen Things this ad Apoſtle 
ee and in Exp EE I 


; of à more ſpiritual and full 
wn e, of Speech in the Old Teſtament. 


l thus tescheth and exhorts to, — 
was an eminent Ex of. He himſelf was cru- 
afra vu Chriſt ; he /x x ts —— 7 ny Sends | 
ind abu u, other | 
oe wir Chriſt, N he wrt $ tow the 

Cad Referrer, ami the Feller 
{5 


being nihde 
| wo 1 

ur en that it is moſt reaſonable, that if 

2 for us, we ſhould live to Him, and not 

to 


of 
baving » the 
foes with 


— 
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to our own Wills, and that the Love of Chrift doth 
with a ſweet Force conſtrain hereunto; and that- 
the Mercies of Gon powerfully engage us to make 


an entire Oblation of ourſelves ＋ im, which is 
our reaſonable Service. 


AnD his Practice was fully agreeable'to his Pro- 
ſeſſions. At his Converſion, Gop ſhewed him how 
Things he muſt ſuffer for his Name's Sake; 
ut the Hardſhips he was to endure did not at all 
ſtartle him. The Holy Ghoſt witneſſed in every 
City,. that Bonds and AMiQions did await him; 
but, ſaith he, none of theſe Things trouble me; nor 
count I WE dear unto myſelf, ( — what is dearer 
than Life? ) fo that I might fimſh my Courſe" with 
E and the Miniftry ek 1 — received of the 
RD JESUS, to teſtify the Goſpel of. the Grace of 
Gon. And therefore he went to Jeruſalem, where 


he was to expect very great Afflictions) bound in 


Spirit, conſtrained by a holy Violence. 


Non could he be perſuaded by thoſe Diſciples at at 


Tyre, that, by Revelation, told him he would in- 
cur much Hazard by going up to Jeruſalem, and 
thereforeadviſed him not to go: N 


or was he wrou ht 
upon BY thoſe other Diſciples, who endeavoured 
their Tears, added to their earneſt Entreaties, 4 
ſtay him: But his Anſwer to them was, : What 
mean you to wee, and to break mine Heart, for 1 
am ready, not to be bound only, but alſo to die at Je- 
ruſalem, for the Name of the on Ixsus. And by 
the ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of his Will to Gop, did he at. 
2 them over to — 85 Refignation - | 
would not be perſuaded, we craſed,. gu. 

Be . 6 
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So far was he from, living, a ſelſ. pleaſing Life, 
that, if he pleaſed bimſelf in any Things, it was 
in Infirmities, in Reproaches,. in Neceſſities, in Per- 
ſecutions, in Diftreſſes for Chriſt's Cal. 

TP. 


So far was he from Impatience or Shrinking at 
thoſe Diſpoſals of Providence, that he rejoiced in 
his Sufferings, while he filled up that which was be. 
hind of the Sufferings of Chriſt in his Fleſb,. for his 
Budy's Sake, which is the Church.  _ | 


Bur there is one Paſſage in St. Paul's Writings,. 
which I had chiefly in mine Eye, when I thought 
him, next to our bleſſed Saviour, moſt worthy to 
be preſented as a Pattern for Chriſtians. to follow: 
it is a Paſſage which expreſſeth the great Pro- 
grels he had made in Se/f- Refignation,. bath as to 
the active and paſſive Part of it: Both as it con - 
hits in à free and entire Obedience to difficult 
Commands, and in patient bearing hard Trials and 

dufferings. | or tit 381 k- 4 


>, Tas, Paſſage is that in Phil. iv. 11, 12, 13. 7 
laue learned in whatſoever State I am therewith ts 
be cantent. I know both how to be abaſed, and I 
tnnv how to abound; every where and in all Things, 4 
am inflrudted both to be full and to be hungry, both 
e abound and to ſuffer Need. I can do all Things 
trough Chriſt that firengthneth Af £5 44A 

| 4 KI SEE BG 2. 6447S , 

Or which, Words I may fay, as Auſonius of the 
Emperar's Words, O mentis aurea verba bratteata ! 
0 plated (or rich and moſt excellent) Words, er- 

preſſing..a golden (or moſt beautiful and goodly) 

ind. Yea, ſuch is the Preciouſneſs.of this Wi 
dom, to know how to be either abaſed or io abound, 
tu bave learned in every Condition to be content, that 
it is not to be valued with pure Gold, with the pre» 

| cious 
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3 the Price of it is above 


To know how to abound and to be fall and adden 
Gop, not to forget and forſake Him in Fulnck, 


not to be high-minded, or truſt in uncertain Riches, 
not to make the Abundance of theſe outward Things 
to adminiſter to Pride and Senſuality; but on the 
contrary, to be humble, to truſt in Gop, and ac- 
knowledge Him in all his Gifts, to be moderate in 
Ro, and ſtrictly religious, this is no caly 

t is a Leſſon that few will learn, but dr 
| Peat — it. 


To know how to be abaſrd, how to want; and to 
be kept ſhort; to look upon others full Portions in 
this Life without Covetouſneſs, or envying what 
they have; to bear Adverſity, to endure Afflictions, 
Lofles and Difficulties of all Sorts, without: Impa- 
_ tience and Murmuring at the Allotment of Provi- 
dence, to be quiet and meek, and much more, to 
be chearful, and rejoice under all; not to love 
Gop the leſs, nor truſt Him the leſs, nor to flag 
or be diſcouraged by this Means in his Service; this 
is alſo a difficult and uneaſy Leſſon, EY _ 
was Kkewiſc herein inſtructed. 


_ Ws — in Fribulations, faith RE great Apoſtle 

Rom. v. 3. Glorying is not mere Joy, — Joy ex- 
alted to its utmoſt fie ght. And what a full "Ex 
preſſion is that he uſerh, 2 Cor. vii. 4. J de more 
than abound with Foy in all Tribulation : or, 5 re. 
joice with a lative Foy. What a hey Pro- 
ficient wp. 9 1 in de Pede of 
Chrijt! Vea, he farther ſaith, that he could ds ail 
Things through Chriſt flrengthening bim. And he 
had learned to be content not only in ſome Condi- 
tions, but in what/never State: He — 
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be abaſed, and how to want, not only in — 
cumſtances, but. very where and in all Thin 

was the Power of Godlineſs indeed, and 1 B55 King- 

dem of Gon no! in Ward but in Power. And after 

all this, he aſcribes nothing to himſelf, but gives 

Gbri/t the Glory of all. He was (he ſaith) able to 

do alt this — Chriſt frengthening bim; thr 

the Power of his Grace, which was ſufficient far 

15 | 


"Twas is — of much more chat might be 
obſerved concerning this bleſſed Apoſtle, who, in 
Reſignation to the Will of Go m, was one of the 
beſt Copies, and neareſt the Original, that ever 
was drawn by the Finger of Gop, the Holy Spirit: 
And, next — the Life Rad Chrift (the faireſt Picture 
of Purity and Holineſs) the Life of Paul is ſet forth 


x large; above half of the As of the les being 
pent in his Character. Nor was it out of any vain- 
glorious Deſign, nor from any undue Love or Va- 


kie of himſelf, that he intreated others to be Fal- 

lovers of him, as he was of Chriſt, but from the 
wward- Senſe of the great Sweetneſs, Peace and 
Comfort, and the many Ad es he found in 
the Imitation of him, and from the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of this Duty. And theſe great Reaſons in- 
duced him to propound himſelf as a Pattern, parti- 
cularly to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xi. 1. Chap. iv. 16. 
Fre why — — iii. «Tv 9. and to the 


ye 
— do, 3 
r 5 


Now then, O feeble and gt beaned Chriſtian, 
take Courage from theſe great Examples; up and 
2 79 9 and — 

his Might. Wait u ob, and a y thy 
TO IEP pon ity 
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heartily to him, that thou mayeſt 
the ſame Spirit, and be endowed with Power from 
on high. And as Za faid of old, Where is the 
Lok D Gop / Elijah? So rouze up th 
Where is the Gon of Paul, the GoD of Abraham, 
— — David? The ſame Gon who — 
| _ theſe to ſuch an e Refigna- 

—— h in thee alſo, if thou haſt the 
ſame Spirit of Ach. He that is mighty will mag- 
5 a RAINING thee and in thee, 

Wolga. S 

HAST thow not hnown, ha thou not heard, that 
the everla ng Go fainteth not, neither is weary ? 
Nor hath He forgotten to be gracious; but his ten- 
der Mercies Nene 


. the ſame. 


On take heed et aniebe ib 
in your Minds, but wait on the Lok p, and He 
 firengthen your Heart, wait I ſay on the Lon. 
You ſhall then be enabled to rus Race that 11 ſet 
| you with Patience; tho' a long and hard Race, 
La it and not be weary, you ſball walk-in the 
moſt Difficult Paths of Obedience, and not faint. 
The m of the Lox D ll awake as inthe ancient 
„ the Generations of eld: As it did in the 
of the forementioned Worthies: And you 
Ide flrengthened, as they were, with ai, Might, 
e 8 hit glorious Power, unto all Fn aw 


hee, and that with A Irs 


* 4 +- 1 . 


be clothed with 


yſelf and ſay, 


"A as a> Dc of ill w_us ic, ca... 
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CHAP. XI. 


That the e of Chriſt crucified; is 


A cruc 
— N 


] IxTaLy, Let thy Mind vet much, upon 
the Meditation of Chri/t cruciſied. Bn 
y Self-will and inordinate Affections to Mount 
Calvary, and there nail them to the Croſs of Chr. 
As Chrift blotted out the Hand-writing of Ord ances 
that was againſt us, and contraty b us, viz. the 
Jewiſh Law, the Moſaical Rites, @nd.t00# it out 
8575 Wa, nailing it to his Croſs, ſo ſhould a 
riſtian do with the Law in his Members, or 
the Law of Sin and Death. The nailing it to the 
Croſs of Cbriſt, is a moſt effeCtual Means to take 
it out of che Way. | 


Tun Croſs of GIs is a pro pope laftrument for 

the the old Man the Body of Sin, 
and the ideration of G b «pow | 
erſul 2 


e, n throngh 15 to 


the beating down. of af 
— - Ca Fr Vir bath raiſed i 5 the Soul, all 
Imaginations, all carnal R and Aﬀec- 

tions, every high Thing that d exalt itſelf 
againſt the OE. of Gon, and the Obedi- 

ence of Chrift. 


Sr. Paul ſpeaks his own Ex of the guc⸗ 
ceſs he found in the ſerious 1 of Ghri/t 

Vol. XXIV. H cruci- 
— - © 1 
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crucified, Gal. vi. 14. Gop oO that I ſhould 
_ glory, fave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby the World is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the Nord. That is, the Vanities and Allurements 
of the World, whether they be Riches, Honours 
or Pleaſures, are become lifeleſs and untempting 
to me, have no Force to perſuade me to a Purſuit 
of them; I am ſo little affected towards them, fo 
mortified to them, as to place no Part of my Hap- 
pineſs in ſuch Things, ab Ne, 


Now, then, the Mediation on Cbriſt crucified, 
is a Means greatly available to the ſubduing our 
own Will and irregular Appetites, in that, 


1. His dying en the Cref5, as the Scripture de- 
clares that it was to make Atonement for Sin; ſa it 
affirms, that it was alſo deſigned to root out and de- 
rey it. This is aſſerted in many Texts. 


_ PARTICULARLY in 1 Pet. ii. 24. IV ba bis exon 
felf bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree," that 

we being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs 
' by + Stripes ye were healed. 


2 Con. v. 14, 15. For the Love 75 Chriſt cen- 
10 


Rraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died 
for al, then were all dead: And that He died for 
all, that they which ſi ve, ſhould not henceforth live lo 
themſelves, but unto Him tube died for them, and 


roſe. again. 


1 PET..i.:18, 19. 'Foraſmuch cs ye know that 3e 
were net redeemed with corruftible ings, as Silver 
and Gold, from your vain Converſation, but with the 
precious Bla:d of -Chriſt, as of a Lamb avithout Ble- 
miſb and without Spot. | 
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GAL. i. 4. bo gave Himſelf br our Sins, that 


He might deliver us from this preſent evil Warld, ac- 
ending to the Will r. and our Father. 


Trrus ii. gave Himſelf for us, 1. 
He might te ws 2 all Iniguity, and.purify F 
Himfelf a 7 peculiar le, zealous of goud Merkt 


Rox. viii. 3, 4. For what the Law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the Fleſh, Gop ſending 
his .oxon Son in the Likere 5 of 22 Fl:hh, and for 
Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh : t the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who-walk 
not. after the Fleſh, bs after the Spirit... 


— 


-*2, re dying on the Croſi, was 4 2860 to 
be a Pattern of our crucifying the Body e As 
his Reſurrection is a Figure of the Spirſtual Refur- | 
rection of Chriſtians, their riſing to a Life holy, 
heavenly and divine, ſo his Death on the Croſs 
is 2 Repreſentation df that Spiritual Death that is 
to paſs upon the old Man.. 


AD becauſe this is a- 3 important: 
Truth, as well as pertinent to the Point in Hand, 
I ſhall obſerve three Paſſages of Scripture to this 
res and a little Deſcant waves them. 


Firſt, Taar i in 1 Pet. iv; 1. Fora "4 2100 
e Chriſt Bach ſuffered for us in the Flaſb, arm your- 
ſelves likewiſe with the ſame Mind ; for he that hath 
Mfered i in the Fab, hath de from Sin. | 


Tur Suffering; in the Nis. which the Apoſt 
here tells us we are to imitate our Saviour in, is 
not to be merely underſtood of ſuffering Afflictiona 
n the Body, but of reſembling the — and 

H 2 dying 
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dying of Chri/t, in dying unto Sin, This appears 
e £5 * Aba be that hath /- f. — in the 
Hab, bath ceaſed from Sir. Some Greek Copies 
leave out the Particle ir, and read 5 vader cagn, 
de that hath ſuffered or died te the. Feb; the fame 
with that Phraſe, Rom, vi. 2. dead to Sin. He 
that hath ſuffered or died to the Fleſh, or he that 
hath ſuffered Pain and Smart in the Fleſh," in the 
mortifying of his Sin, and the Deeds of the Bady, 
bath ceaſed from Sin, as he that is dead, ceaſeth 
from the Actions that belong to the natural Life. 


Tuts alſo appears from Ver. 2. That he 2 
longer ſhould live the reft of bis Time in the Fleſh, to 
the Lufis of Men, but to the Hill of Gop ; not live 
any longer in the Gfatification of thoſe ws ts 
petites that inſlave the greater Part of Mankind 
but, on the contrary, live a Life of entire Qbcdi- 
ence to the Will of Gor, 0 2056s 381 


A 8ECoND Paſſage to the like Purpoſe, is that 
in Philippians iii. 10. That I may know Him, ani 
the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Fellowſhip of 
ns Sufferings, being made conformable unto his Death: 
Which laſt Words are a Key to the foregoing; 
and this Conformity to the Death of Chriſt, im- 
plies, that it hath in it ſomething of Pattern to bc 
ſpiritually reſembled and imitated by a Chriſtian. 


e 
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G 
re 
thy 
the 


Tux is a knowing the Power of Ghriff's Re- 
furreQion and Sufferings without us, as they refer 
to Gon the Father, in purc his Favour, 
og the Pardon of our Sins and Reconcilia- 
tion with Him: For Chri/t was delivered (to 
Death) for our Offences, and roſe again for cur I 
ftiffcation, Rom. iv. 25. And beſides, there is the 
knowing the Power of Chri/”s Death and Refur- 
— Halen "7 "I 


n 
"A * 


Err 


SELF-RESIGNATION. 398 


retion within us; there is ſomething to be done 
and tranſated in us, that is anſwerable thereunto. 
There is a partaking of his Sufferings in a ſpiri- 
tual Senſe; when we are enabled by the Power- of 
God to ſuffer the Pain'and Agonies that accom— 
pany the crucifying the Fleſh or Body of Sin, and 
unte Sin as He died for it. And there is a 
pon of Chri/fs Reſurrection in a ſpiritual 
hen we are enabled to rife to a new and 
heavenly Life, when we ſeek, and ſavour, thoſa, 
Things which are above, where Chriſt Js at * 
1, Hand of Gow, Col. iii. N Ar 


Tuns is chat excellent Knowledge of Chriſt 
for which the Apoſtle counted all Things but 
and Dung. Had he reſted in a mere ſpe- 
c — -hiſtorical Knowledge of the Death and 
Reſurrection of Chri/t without him, and been im- 
patient of the Energy of both within him, had he 
not ſo known Chri/? dying and raiſed again to- 
Life, as to be ſpiritually crucified with Him, and 
to riſe wich Him to newneſs of Life; ſuch a 
Knowledge would not have availed him in the- 
Lad. i > N N 
Tas third p is that Ka Rane vi. 4, 5, 
Lite as Chriſt tua a 7 from the. dead ly the 
na ny 72 even ſo we alſo Mould walk in 
Br p we have been planted tage- 
3 Ele of ſs of his Death, = 0 in 
en of Bi Reſurrectin. 


Bx this Likeneſs of--Chrif's Death and Reſurs 


retion, it appears, that there is a lively Reſem- 
blance, of both, which a Chriſtian is obliged to 
mdeayour' after. Then it follows: Knowing this, 
* our old. Aen is 1 with Him, 0, 4 


90 2 Ditty of N 
Ein 'be 


— 


— 


and ingemuous Gratitude. 


Wy i. To gert in at the my Heare-blagding Sorrow 

for Sin. Who can ſeriouſly conſider Chriſt cruci- 

fied; Cbriſt bleeding on the Crofs ; bleedi 

the fixth to the . Hour — 

o' Clock to Three) his bleeding 

with ſharp 2 his bleeding — 

and Side. I fay, who can this, and not 

dleed within?” Who can loek upen Him that: we: 

„and not be inwardly pierced himſelf, not 

prick'd to the Heart? a = 

Ae il. 3 37. at _ Eng of Cri eraifed. 


7 9 2 


* . we . that He was — 


er our Tranſpreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniguitics, 
* (as the . deat „ ſome) F our 


7 s and Tniquities. When we confidei 
3 cruciſied the Loa of Life: and 
| Cory that our Sins nailed Him to the Croſs; 


the Grief and Pain He underwent, Ho can it be 
that our Hearts ſhould not be wounded within us? 
How can we forbear to expreſs our Sorrow Fcr 
SR in ow fuck Words ee, tmigh, My 


it, 2 — | 


= 


Him to the Heart, and put Him to all 
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| And can we conſider his 4 Garden, 
the exceeding 1 of his e his ET 
Heavineſs and fore Amazement, his rang 
and Tears, an his fucating great Drops 7 221 
and not be meited into holy Mournings for. ou? 
Sins, and for all our unkind and unworthy Beba- 
2 M ſuſfered for uot 


How hand is that Heare, which the © gmatant 
a 1 our pages: © TIT 
ve : 


Ar the Pen of Girjf (beſides ather Prodi- 
) it is ſaid the Rocks rent; and are 

. not to be affected with Re- 

morſe at — er Wn ee. 

| * is St. a Obſervation: When Chriſt 

dind, ail Creatures were. hi Fellaw-jufferers ; thi 

Sun. as eclipſed, the Earth ſhook, the Rocks were 


al . Janes; — 1 
5 the Graves. 


nicely — kr our Fakes — to 
melt our Hearts n oxy 
3 a. le 


E 
to work. an Heart · bleedi CL 

ki 34 will confemeny be En the 
crengaging us it, to us off from 

all thoſe Vanities and Luſts wich were IE | 
ac hu pes ent, Earl 2.3 ** 
mka ea Wb 5 win WO 
at the Heart for out Selk ail 
_ delf- one, and manifold Diſobediences, we 1 


92 The great Duty of © 
not continue to make Provifen for the T, * 
1 Lufts 1 


2. Tus Death and 8% erings Chriſt. are 72 
to work in us the — ings of ariſe of 
Sin. It appears from thence, how hateful and 
abominable a Thing Sin is to God, who is origi - 
nal Rectitude and infinite gow es For how could 
— demonſtrate — — againſt Sin, 

than in being pleaſed to bruiſe — 1 to Grief; 
the Son of his Love, and to — up the Brightneſs 
of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of 2 
to inex r 
mer Expiation for it. 


94 0 
Ir Sin were an inconſiderable Thing, it it were 
not a Thing of a moſt odious Nature, a high In- 
He ou n and of diſmal nce to Man, 

e It have 8 net 


" Tuns Conſideration muſt needs be moſt Gates 
able to the working in us Deteſtation of Sin, 
whatſoever Favour it hath found in our * 
Suppoſe we, ourſelves to have ſeen Chrift in 

Jaſt Scene-of his: Sufferi ery das ever 
panied Him from the — of Get „where 
He was in his Agony, and ſweat Drops of Blood, 
to the High Prieſts Houſe, thence to the Judg- 
— H * via — then to Mount Calvuary, 
in which Places He was reproached, ſpit. upon, 
ſcourged, and at laſt nailed to the Cooks: And 
ſuppoſe Him ſpeaking to us, as in another Senſe 
Pilate ſpake of Him, Behold. your King; » Behold 
your” Lon and Saviour: See the Wounds which 
your Sins have grven me; ſee how they have torn my 
Fliſh, and deſpitefully uſed 'me ; But the unſeen 
WWaunds, the imvard Sorrows of my Soul are fuch, as 
the Heart of Mar: cannot conceive, ar nei hath 


the 
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ta f Thrs have your Lufts dealt with me, and 
in all this ſee their Cruelty. If we had beheld our 
bleſſed Loa p in his direful Su and heard 
Him thus expreſſing Himfelf to us, do we think 
we could ill « cheriſh and embrace thoſe Enemies 
of bis, Which have emen rr 
U- - 1 

? 
Bur if we have an inward Knowledge and 
Feeling of Chrift cruciſied, it will moſt undoubt- 
edly inflame us into a3 Indien lation againſt thoſe 
Luſts which ſuck'd the Life-Blood of Chrift, which 
crucified the Lox p of - Wehalt-fayr con» 
cerning them, what-the ews Cried concerning 
Him, Atvdy with them, .awwny with them, EY 
not 452 to live : Let theſe murderers of the 
one, die the Death, but let Jeu live; and let 
the Life of Chriũ be manifeſted in us. How can 
that be longer — — — 
Cup ſo exceeding bitter? How can I delight in 
that which made his Soul forrowful unto Death ? 
How ſhall that be my Pleafure, which was his 
Pain, and put Him to Grief; ſuch Grief, that 
ther? was ns Sorrew like unto bis Sqrrow , How 
— — n 
open Shame 


Tun . erings wm 
to ra Soul to t Degrees 
end. — We have fro Die þ tat her 
ES | 
e expreſs'd in giving Himſelf rae, 
and Sacrifice to Gon for ws” ay 


the 


of Chriſt are — 


Now, not to part me, 
whs parted with Life itſelf — not to put dur 
ä og 


91 . The great Duty of © 
| Fleſh, in denying our own Will, and taking u 
the Croſs and following Him, who bach, 8 
Amazement, denied Himſelf, and taken upon 
Him the greateſt of Sufferings for our Sakes : 
This would be an Inſtance of the vileſt Ingrati- 
wde imaginable. This will be more grievous to 
Him, than all his Sufferings from the Jetos and 
Romans, it being a Diſappointment of Him in the 
great Deſign He had in ſubmitting to thoſe Suffer- 


Bur a Soul truly ſenſible. of the Love of Chr:/! 
in giving Himſelf for us, can think nothing too 
dear-to part with for. Him, cannot look upon his 
Commands of SH Denial and Self-Reſignation 23 
grievous and unſufferable. 2 


I VIII add, that the particular Circumſtances 
of Chri/?'s laſt Sufferings, have a ſpecial Force to 
the enabling a Chriftian againſt ſuch and ſuch par- 
ticular: Sins, as prevail moſt among Men, and 
which are the fruitfulleſt Branches that grow out 
of that curſed Stock of Self-wilt: As, | 


1. SerF-EsTEEM: An over-valuin * Man's 


Self, his Fame and Regard in the World; a ſeek - 
ing the Praiſe of Men, and being diſturbed at their 
Diſreſpect. ; ; 
Now of how great Efficacy muſt it needs be, 
to the ſubduing ——— to conſider Him 
who endured ſuch Contradictions of Sinners again/t 
Himſe 75 and how He was exerciſed with all Man- 
ner of Deriſions, Reproaches, Injuries and Indig+ 
nities, that the Wit and Malice of his Enemies 
2 deviſe, to render Him deſpicable before 
en. - ] x j} "*4 4 


\ Þ$&# = * 


Hi 
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He was called a Blaſphemer, a Deceiver, an 


Enemy to Ceſar, (ot traiterous Perſon) a ſedi- 


tious Stirrer up of the People, and all this about 
the Time of his laſt Paſſion; as before He was 
called a Samaritan (or Heretick) and Beelzebub.  . 


AND as an Expreſſion of their Contempt, they 
ſpit upon his Face, that ſacred Face which the glo- 
nous Angels delighted to look upon; which Abra- 
jam, and many Kin s. and Prophets, and righteous 
Perſons deſired to ſee. What Indignity like to 
this! They ſmete Him on the Face, adding farther 
Contempt, accompanied with Pain, to the Diſ- 
grace of having his Face beſmeared with their fil- 
thy Spittle : And withall, they covered his Face, 
lying, Propheſy unta us, thou Chriſt, who it is that 


ſmate thee, 


Tavs contumeliouſly.did they uſe the Anointed 
of the LoRD; and as in the laſt Paſſage they 
mock'd at his Propheticel, ſo did they afterwards 
at his Kingly Qffice, putting on Him a gorgeous 
Robe, platting Thorns into the Form of a Crown, 
ind putting it on his Head, and a Reed for a Scep- 
tre into his Hand, and then bowing the Knee be- 
fre Him, ſaying, Hail, King of the Fews./ 

TutsE are a few Inſtances of the many Diſho- 
Murs and Indignities done unto Him,—I might 
zd, that the Kind of Death He ſuffered, was as 
gnominious as painful, the Death of Slaves and 
ile Offenders: And to add to the Diſgrace, they 
cucify Him between two Thieves. | 


YEA, even when He was bleeding upon the Croſs | 
bey would not. forbear to deride and revile Him, 
txpreſſing their Scorn both in Words and * 

. . N or 


1 or r__— or ooo oa a ——y 


- ns C 

Affronts, wh 
Aured and how undiſturbedly He bare them; how 
the Shame ; how little He cared, either. 


Maſter, and the Servant as 


_ ings and Faintneſs, He bore our Griefs, and c 


Nor were that did thus,.the rude Rabb!c on) 
but the chief Priefts, Scribes and Elders; ' 


— — -. « g 


Nov confid | 


er this, O Cliriftian, hop it fared 
= = Loxp and Mafter ; what 
at Diſhonours and Reproaches He en- 


He dſp 
for the Applauſe or Contempt of the World; how 
He choſe rather to be reputed and dealt with as the 
daſeſt of Men, than to be glorious in the World, 
and to ſhine im its vain Honours : And will not 
this prevail with thee, to ſet thyſelf againſt thy 


_ Pride and Self-Efteem ? Surely it is not poſſible that 
mou, who art infinitely beneath thy bl Saviour, 
f, 


fhonlditfeta high Value on and affect the 


Praiſes of Men, or be greatly concerned at the 


contemptuous . Behaviour and Affronts of the 


World, hen thou ſeriouſly conſidereſt how Chriſ 


was uſed, reproached, and deſpiſed, and with 

whit Calmneſs of Spirit He bore it. The Diſcib- 

is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant above bis 

Lord. It is enough for the D that he be as bis 
6 s Lond. 


2. As for. that Luft of Self-pieaſing, the Love 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, an averſeneſs to endure Hard- 
hips, a fludious Care to gratify the Cravings of aur 

tes, is there not enough in the Conſideration 


of Chin crucified to cure alſo this Diſtemper of 


the'Soul ? Did not Chris, out of dear Compaſſion 
towards Men, leave his Father's Houſe, wherc 


was all Fulneſs and all Joy, and humbled Him- 


ſelf to become Man, and took upon Him the Form 
of a Servent * He endured Cold and Heat, Hun- 
ger and Thirſt, weariſome Labours, long Faſt- 


bas ried 


* 
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ried our Sorrows, and endured inexpreſſibly worſe 
Griefs and Sorrow than any obqurs. \ - 


Now how can we conſider chis, and be any 
longer ſollicitous for the pleaſing of our Appetites, 
and pampering: our Bodies? And as for the im- 

Pleafures of the World; no Conſideration 
can be more powerful” to extinguiſh in us all De- 
dies to them, than that of (l 3c upon the Crob. 


3. Revenct and Flatred Who can harbour 
theſe Luſts, that conſiders that Chrift laid down 
his Life for his Enemies? And that almoſt the 
laſt Words He ſpake on the Croſs, amidſt that 
—— — A bs put Him to, were — 

yer for them: „ forgroe” the 1 


— 4 


wt, Torres, or the Lous of Ang 
o that conſiders, that though Chriſt was rich, 
yet" He became poor, that we through his Poverty 
night be rich; and that it was this Luſt. that be- 
trayed the Loxp of Life to his mercileſs Enemies, 
can find it difficult to ſubdue his Inclinations to it? 
2 2 : 2 ſerious Chriſtian, the 
Mord of the Croſs e t is ſharper than any two- 
edged Sword 12 A deſtroying all our evil and 
corrupt Aﬀections. 8 


Bur I fear that it is not conſidered, as it ought, 
by moſt of us. Chriſtians generally conſider the 
Sufferings of Chrift only, as they were deſigned to 
expiate Sin, and in Reference to what He hath 
done for them, without them; not to the Extir- 
pation of Sin, not to the crucifying the Fleſh with 
the 2 and Lufts : And hence it is, that 
their Conſideration thereof, is no more available 


, thei 
do this great End. 


| 2 
Vor. XXIV. 8 | CHAP. 


98 The great Duty of 
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r 
Confideration of the great 

ompence of Reward is a mighty Help ty 
_ the attaining of Seli-Reſignation.  - _ 
XII. I N order to the attaining Self-R-fignation, let 


us look to the great Recompence of Reward. 
Let us, with an Eye of Faith, frequently look upon 


That the 


the Promiſe of eternal Life, the Prize that is ſet le- 
fore us, the Crown of Life and Glory, that fadeth 


gre aven for all obedient and 
reſigned n e | 


Ir is ſaid of Feſus, Heb. xii. 2. that for the Jy 


that wwas ſet be ere him, He endured the Croſs, (as 
_ exquiſitely painful as it was) and deſpiſed the Shame; 


all the Inſultings of his Enemies over Him, and 
the vile Ignominy of his Death. _ _ 5 


AND in Conformity to Him, a Chriſtian may be 
enabled to endure the inward Croſs, in being cru- 
ciied to the World, in dying to Sin and his own 
corrupt Will, by eying ſtedfaſtly the Joy. and Glory 
ſet before him, by often contemplating the future 
Reward, which is infinitely above all the Labours 
that accompany Self- Reſignation, and the Pains and 


Tus great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who was: 
acquainted not only with the greateſt 'Sufferings 
from the Word, and the Labours and Rn of 

„ | or- 
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Mortication and Self-denial, but alſo with this 
bleſſed Reward,. (having been wrapt up into Para- 
diſe) having well ere. both, thus * 
Rom. viii. "18. I reckon that the Sufferings 94A roy ral 
ſent Time are not worthy to be compared wt 
that Hall be revealed in us. If the Sufferings be — 
in one Balance, and the glorious Reward in the 
other, the Glory will unſpeakably outweigh them : 
For it is 4 far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Gloryz in pariſon of which our heavieſt AMic- 
_—— lebt. and an longeit bes Jos a AS: 
N * 0 


Tuan Gon is a * ad, = eee 
þ ſee Him, is the firſt Principle to be believed in 

ligion, without which all our Endeavours there- 
— weak and feeble. And the End of our 
Faith and Obedience being much in our Eye, the 
Excellency and infinite Deſirableneſs thereof will 
F 


Arm Relief and 


1 


frequent fixed on 
the heavenly Reward would fill our Hearts with Joy 
and Ia... and carry us with great Eaſe — 
whatſoever Difficulties lie before us in the Way of 
entire Obedience and Self- Refignation. None of 
the Divine Commandments can be grievous to * 
anedlp-minded, no Trials burdenſome. . | + 
"Try ſerious Jelieving Thoughts of the. Glory 
to be enjoyed will put ſuch Life, Spirit and Vigour 
into us, a8 will cauſe us to run the Race 
u, not only with Patience, but with 
Joy: So that we ſhall Jing in the Ways of the 
the Expreſſion is, Pal. cxxxviiiy 5. and ger 72 
* "_ n i he Fir, *** LY 4 en 


ore 
ight - 


enabled to ſubmit to Gon's Will under great Af 
fictions, as without Murmuring, ſo with 'Thank- 
fulneſs. f Ne 


99 ad Ac 
* 
— 1 % 
* y s PP 


Tua that grudge to give Gop more than the, WI , 
Fruit of their Lips, than ſome good Words, Wiſhes in 
or Intentions, or ſome formal Obſervances, "or il , 
ſome Reformation in leſſer and eaſier Matters, and b 
think they have done as became thoſe that ſought 
God's Kingdom, miſerably undervarlue, the Glory 
and. Felicitiss of the Liſe to come. They never 
ſpent ſo many Thoughts on Heaven as to have any 
true and worthy Conception of the Happineſs of it; 
otherwiſe they could never imagine the doing and 
ſuffering no more than this comes to, to be fit to be 
with ſuch a Reward; or that Gon. 
will ever reward ſuch a Shadow of Religion with 
fo real and ſubſtantial a Happineſs, their withering 
Leaves of outward Profeſſion, with ſuch a Crown 
of Gloty as ſhall never fade. But thoſe that fre- 
ently affect their Souls with the Thoughts of 
ar ws which is promiſed to thoſe who deny them- 
ſebves, and take up their 5 and follow Chri in 
ſpiritual Obedience and Reſignation, can never 
think much of any Pains or I rouble 8 
them to. If the Devil can prevail as he doth by 
thoſe imaginary Satisfactions he promiſeth, what 
Influence would Gon's Promiſes of 1 UN 
and Pleaſures for evermore, and an 
2 have upon all thoſe that duly, cenſidet 


7 * 72, 


- How will Men deny what Labour 
will they undergo, what Hardſhips will they wy 
for ſome worldly Advantages which fall far hort of 
a Kingdom, - for ſome petty Principality and Domi- 

on deer others, for a Fremen that RO 
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Ele Authority in it, or brings in ſome Profit? But 
had any ſuch ambitious ones Hopes of a Kingdom, 
how would they be tranſported with Exceſs of Joy, 
what Difficulties, Dangers, and painful Labours 
would they go through and think them nothing? 
And can we grudge to do or ſuffer as much for an 
infinitely more glorious Kingdom than any in 
OI if we really believe it to be attainable 
ALS | 


Ir we were promiſed a earthly Reward 
upon Condition we would abſtain from ſuch and 
ſuch 1 5 would we not do it? And ſhall not 
the eternal Bleſſedneſs which Gop, who is as able 
3 faithful to perform, hath promiſed, be of like 
Force with us? Nay, ſhall it not be of far greater 
Force proportionable to the Quality of the Reward ? 
When all that we can do is but very little, and ut- 
terly unworthy to be compared with this Ne 
Reward, is it poſſible we ſhould do lefs we 
an, for the obtaining of it, if we conſiderately and 
believingly thought of it? | | | 


| Know ye not (faith the Apoſtle) that they which 
run in 4 Race, a all, but one receiveth * f 
& run that ye may obtain. And every Man that 
 firiveth for the Maſtery, is temperate in all Things : 

Naw they do it to obtain a oo gd brig but we 

an incorruptible. © If they in Ifthmian Games 
were ſo careful to obſerve an accurate Diet for the 
preparing and enabling them to thoſe Exerciſes; if 
they were temperate in all Things, denying them- 
ſelves in their ſenſual Deſires; if they were willing 
ef y and ſpend themſelves in the Race, to en- 


13 


ruptible Cn, a ſhort and 


— 
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would not Chriſtians much more run their Race 
with Patience, fight the goed Fight of Faith, endure 
Hardfbip, deny themſelves and their fleſh] Deſire 
while an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory is in 


their Eye? If the Men of. this World ſhall think 


ng Pains tgo great for uncertain Riches, and which, 
wang. the gl enjoy them, are imbittered with mary 
Fears and anxious Cares; would not the lively 
Hope of eternal Life, and a Treaſure in Heaven, 
which neither {he Math can cat, nor Ruſt can cor- 
rupt, nor Thieves Atal, 168557, us to greater La- 
bour and Selfedegial ? Would it not more ſtrong- 
a ue, and make us W indu- 
ious? Lurch it would, _ 


0 CAWASE, awake 


awakethen, O thou delicate and wo 
Chriſtian! 23 thyſelf, and ſtir up the G 

W in chee; Go 10 30 Mount Neb, and take 

VIEW I (aps , that pleaſant and glorigus Land, 

x good Heri ritage is reſerved for thee, 

200 bo. that Goodneſs is which Go hath laid 


(or flored) up for them that fear Him. -Eye the 
Fulneſs of the Reward : Keep it in thy Mind, 
believe. it with thine Heart, 228 how chear- 
fully wilt thou travel through the Wilderness ta 
Canean/ Yea, this will make the very Wilderneb 
9 little Cangan, or Land of Reſt and Delight to 

it will make it a little Edin, and Garden 2 
nbc Nor wilt thou then af Go 


e and humble thee by a ourney 
I eſs, 10 know is in thine = 


A, 


if 
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dernefs,art thou not well and kindly treated by fim 
Hereafter to feed with Angels, to fit drwn with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, "in the Kingdom 
Heaven, and here to. be provided for with Ang 
Fed to the full: To have Foy unſpeakable and gle- 
rjous, an Eternity of. Pleaſures hereafter, and with 
all Peace which paſſeth all Underftanding here; in- 
ward ah . 7 | 2 , ae the 
gaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, ch thy ſowin 
Ak Spirit will yield thee elt Hons | 
crowned with Glory in Heaven, and on Earth fo 
le crowned with Loving-kindneſs and tender Merritt: 
Theſe foretaſtes of ineſs and Earnefts of the 
great Reward, theſe little Coronets for the preſent, 
and the Aſſurance of a maſſy Crown, a Weight of 
Ghry, in the other Life, methinks ſhould be of 
Force to endear Obedience, and ſweeten Patience 
to thee; to remove all Apprehenſion of Difficul- 
in what Gop will have thee either to do or 

% e 1 8 


. ; 


g * 

Ir there be any Generoſity in thee, thou canſt 
not but be very with, and condemn thyſelf, 
whenſoever thou feeleſt any ſecret Grudging at 
what Gon would have thee undertake, ſeeing he 
hath- propoſed ſuch a Reward to animate thee 
to it. 11 ; 


couldſt not chuſe but be aſhamed at that little 
RO ſuffereſt or doeſt for the Kingdom of 
Dot! t 914. * | 


_ Tay Obedience is due to his Commands, and 
thy Submiſſion to his Will, though there were no 
future Reward : But will God beſtow on thy Obe- 
diene amt thy Patience ſo glorious a Reward? 
Will he reward an Obedience for a ſhort Tron 


og ory | 


of Affliction, with an 
Eternity of Bitte with Glory ſo tranſcendently 
| _ aſtoniſhingly great ? | 


ee eee this preſent 
Life is but ſhort, thou haſt but a few Days to con- 
tinue here, there is but a Step between thee and 
eternal Life: There is between this and the other 
World the Vale of the Shadow of Death, a dark- 
ſome Paſlage, ano by ns pooh monetary 
_ u ras the the Inheritance; which, 


ee We ſhall be 


$ F 


and a momentary 


5 
G . 


bene EXTRACTS 


EXTRACTS 
1 FROM Ss | 


W. O R K 8 


O F 


Mr. JosE Pn Ar LEIN. 


To which is Prefix'd, 
Some Account of his LI F E. 


3 THE 
JTIAAITEN on 


„% % Can A A 


-0 


1 0% 


8 


ee 0 


EN 


LIFE and DEATH 


eee 
Mr. Joſeph Allein. 
0382PH 17 to 0 a 


Devizes, in Miliſbire, in the Year 1633. 
In his Childhood he ſhewed a ſingular 
Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and a remark- 
able Diligence in cvery Thing. When 
de was about = hv y old he was "a conſtant 
in private Prayer, and fo ſerious and intent in it, 
that he would not be taken off by the coming of 
my accidentally into the Places of his Retirement, 
From this Time the whole Courſe of his Youth was. 
at even-ſpun Thread of wiſe Converſation, which 
was rendered more amiable by his ſweet and plea- 


* towards all with whom he con- 
Y , . 


17 


ABouT 


N 
| 
1 
| 
7 
| 


Alla) a worthy Miniſter of the Goſpel, died; 


Min 
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ABouT this Time, his Brother, (Mr. Edward 


whereupon Foſcph earneſtly defired that he mi 
be tine up to ſucceed him in the Work of 
z which Requeſt was readily hearkhed to 
by his Father, who 
and ſuch was his Induſtry there, that the Time al- 
lotted to Recreation was by him ſpent at his Book; 
inſomuch as in the Space of about four Years, he 
attained to ſuch a Knowledge in the Zatin and 
Greek Tongues, that he was judged by his Mafter 
to be fit for the Univerſity.: After which, he abode 
for ſome Time with his Father; and. a worthy 
Miniſter of the Place read Lagict to him. 


WHEN he was about ſixteen Years old he went 
to the Univerſity, and was placed in Lincoln Col- 
lege in 22 where he had not been long, be- 
fore, a Wilthire Place becoming void in 
2 College, he was choſen Scholar of that 

n 8 | 


Bz1xG ſettled there, he gave early and excellent 
Proofs of his r in his Studies, ac- 
counting it his great Happineſs that he had gained 
this Opportunity of improving his Learning: And 
truly he ſpared no Labour Day nor Night; be 
thought no Pains too great which he employed for 
that End ; by his Will he would' do. nothing 
elſe but Pray and Study: If Friends came to viſit 
him in ſtudying Times, (though at other Times 
he was very civil and fociable) they were ſure to 
find him withiv, but not ſure that he would kt 
them in. He could ſeldom be found in Bed after 
Four in the Morning, though ſometimes, he went 
not to Bed till about One. 41 ans < 107 


IO 
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y ſent him to School; 
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So covetous was he of Time, that as he could 
farce ſpare any -for fleep, ſo neither for Food: It 
was common for him to give away his Commons, at 
c 
to his Study. 


By this Diligence in his Studies, he came on 
(through God's Blefling) exceedingly in Learnin 
{ that his Profiting appeared unto all Men. Ho 
would often ſay, th that he chiefly affected Rational 
Learning, valuing Skill in the Languages only for 
the Sake ke of Things, and-thoſe Thin moſt, which 
ITY improve his Jud and 

Truth of his Words was ſufficiently evident; 
7272. oy ron 
be, as A Lingui/t, ſo an acute Diſputant, and 
n ex Philgſepher: When he performed any 
Academical Exerciſes, either in the Hall, or in the 
Khools, he always came off with Applauſe. 


His early Accomp liſhments were ſo taken No- 
e 
but he was even dompelled to become a Tutor, and 
peſently was intruſted with as great a Number of 
Pupils as any in the Houſe : Some of his Scholars 
were Graduates in Divinity, Ornaments, 
to that „and profitable Inſtruments in the 
Church of ft. During his Abode there, a; 
1 $ Place falling wr | he choſe that. before 
+ Fellowſhip, which, he knew, in a little Time 
would fall to him of Courſe; and this Choice he 
never repented of; yea, he often reflected upon it 
vith a great Deal of Comfort ; for he had always 
a ardent Affection for Prayer, inſomuch as he 
ud his Friend could hardly meet, but before they 
2 What a Pleaſure: 
den was it to him, twice a Day to engage a whole 
vciety in ſo beloved an Exerciſe: And well was it | 
Vor. XXIV. K for 
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for the College that he ſo eſteemed it: Scarce was 
it poſſible that any could have performed that Office 
better : he did not trouble them with a great Deal 
of Noiſe, vain Tautelagies, crude Effufions, unin- 
. telligible Senſe, or myſterious Nonſenſe" inſtead of 
Prayer: His Spirit was ſerious, his Geſture reve- 
rent, his Words few, but premeditated” and well 
weighed, pithy, ſolid, and fully expreflive of his 
truly humble and earneſt Deſires: He Hated the 
Saucineſs, which ſome call holy Boldneſs, and drew 
near to Gop, not as if he had been going to play, 
but as became a Creature over-awed with the Ma- 
jeſty of his great Creator: He prayed with the 
Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo: He con- 
feſſed Sin wit real Grief, inward Hatred and De- 
teſtation of it: He craved Mercies like one that fe't 
the Want and Worth of what he begged, with 
Faith, Fervency and humble Importunity ; his Af- 
fections working, but working rationally as well 
as ſtrongly. * e 
a 


N. 


9 * 


Ax this (as doubtleſs it prevailed above) ſo on 
the Hearers it had the more powerſul Influence, 
hecauſe they found it to be no meer religious Fit, 
but exactly agreeable to the habitual Diſpoſition of 
the Speaker. There are too many, who whillt 
praying and preaching appear very devout; but 
take them out of the Pulpit, and they are as light 
as others: But it was far otherwiſe with Mr. Allein; 
he was always compoſed, ſerious, and grave, above 
his Age; be ſet Gop always before him, and 
whete-ever he was, he ſtill labcured to walk as in 
his Preſence : It was his Care to make Religion his 
Buſineſs, and his great Endeavour to walk by Rule: 
His main Deſign in all his Ways, was to approve 
himſelf to his heavenly Father which faw all in 
ſecret; and bis Excreiſe was, 10 lep 1 

Ak 9s bg ' © 11 dne 
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and . conſcientiouſly he might do any Thing, he 
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void of Offence, loth towards GOD and towards 
Men. ke it | ; q 


As ſor the Pleaſures of Sin, he utterly abhorred 
mem; and as for lawful Pleaſures, his Heart was 
little taken with them. His Converſation being 
jn Heaven his ſweeteſt Comforts, and moſt divine 
Refreſhments were holy and heavenly : His Soul 
took many a delightful Proſpect of Eternity, and 
bugged herſclf in a comfortable Perſuaſion, that 
cre long ſhe ſhould enjoy thoſe = yrs Manfions ; 
and this made him little to mind earthly _ or 


the poor empty Delights of Senſe. 


| He was of a ſweet Diſpoſition, and of as highly 
civil a Converſation, as a Man ſubject to the com- 
mon Frailties of human Nature could be: He had 
ſcarce a Geſture which did not ſeem to ſpeak, and 
by a powerful and charming Rhetorich, affect all 
whom he converſcd with : Beſides other moral 
Perfections that he was endowed with, it might be 
truly ſaid (as the Hiftorian ſaid of the Emperor) 
that he. was Totus ex Comitate, made up, of PG 
* eee and Affability. 


Ila was a true and faithful Friend to thoſe who 
had Intereſt in him, and as pleaſant as a ſerious 
Chriſtian could wiſh: He was not rafh in chooſing, 
but having choſen he loved intirely. There was 
but one T hing which he thought too much for 
any, for whom he thought not his Love too ; 
he could not ſin for any Friend he had on 
He was a Friend U/que ad aras So far as lawfully, 


ſuck. at nothing, wherein he us ſerve thoſe 


| doo he * ACTI. 
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Fr whilſt. to his Friends he-ſhewed himſelf 
2 good Nature, as well as Chriſtianity, 

obliged him to be kind to all, and (according to 

His Ability )' bountiful. He was too frugal to miſ- 

place his Charity, yet not. ſo covetous as to with- 

gold it when he met with fit Objects. He did not 
think the little he had ſo much his own, as that his 
neceſſitous Brethren might not claim a Part in it, 
and therefore he gave to them as if he had been 
paying a Debt, and not beſtowing an Alms. But 
above all, his. Love and Affection, to the Souls of 
ethers was moſt admirable, to whom he. defired: 
and endeavoured to do all the Good poſſible, inſo- 
much as ſome there were, and are, who verily 

'thixikt they ſhould never have found the Way to 

eternal Life, — e 6Cyl we ha- 

rity to the poor Prifoners in Oxford was 

eminent, _ m_ (as Mr. Perkins 44 2 

Cambridge) of his own Accord, he began to preach, 

.and heid on conſtantly (whilſt he — the 

Town) once à Fortnight, for above the Space of 

twelve Months; encouraging them to give Atten- 

dance upon his Miniſtry, by a conſiderable Allow- 
ance of Bread (that Week he preached} at his own 

Coſt. He uſed alſo at other Times, frequently to 

viſit others, who in the World were but mean and 

low : His main was, with the Reliev- 
ang of their tem Wants) being to aſſiſt their 

Souls in the Way to Heaven. in all bis 

Converſes, where ever be came, he was like Fire, 

vrarming, refreſhing, and quickening all that were 

about him; kindling in them the like Teal for 

Go and Goodneſs, which he had in himſelf: 

None there were that came to viſit, or to be ac- 

quainted with him, but (if the Fault were not in 

themſelves . they might get much Good by him; 
ea, ſo much as to be for ever the better ſor him. 

Men hardly poſſible to be in his Company, and 


not. 
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r (if well 
2 hed) might have been enough to make one out 
it with Sin, and in Love with Virtue. He 
—— that Day wholly loſt wherein none had got 
ſome Good by — He lived as if he had been 

quickened by. that Say ing of Tertullian, To what 
— it to live, and not to live to ſome 0 
Purpoſe ? His ardent Love to Souls haſten 
Remove into the Country, where he might hav 
ys ol. deing much . F 2 $1 


Mr. Richard Alain, a near Relation of his gies 
this Character of him. | | 


As a ; Man (aich Rr Ws Wold ages > 
Parts, and of great acquired Abilities. Of a2 
grave, compoſed, and ſerious Temper and Beha- 
viour : Not moeroſe, but full of — ones * 


nn 


Aon Chriſtian, he.was in Holineb, Henna 
mindedneſs, and Exemplarineſs of Life, much ele- 
vated above ordinary Chriſtians. He had much de- 
lightful Communion with Gop, his Soul was much 
exerciſed in divine Contemplation: And to provoke 
others to the like Exerciſe, he would — 
what ineffable Sweetneſs his 1 had found in his 


«Sn ved cds“ 
Fe «due Senſe of hls 


prailing Gop. in his infinite 
— in the mention of bis 
wonderful Works 9 * _ ane 
L. eee 
eee 
rable Luſts of particular pon As 


Firſt, 


214 The Life and Death of 
_ Firſt, Hz was made up of Love. His ſweet, 
he and courteous Carriage was ſuch as made 
him the Delight of his Acquaintance,. and it made 
Way for the Entertainment, — 4 his ſerious 
Counſels, and ſevere —— 
to thoſe in Diſtreſs ; his Bount to thoſe in Want, 
— of O his affectio- 
nate Language and Deportment; his Readineſs to 
all obligi ging of Love to all Sorts with whom 
he converſed, did ſhew how he loved 
them. Eſpecially his Love was more fully let forth 
to the Ce ation where he exereiſed his Mini- 
ſtry. His ardent Longings after their Souls; his 
Rejoycings in the Proſperity of their Souls; his 
Bleedings and Heart-breakings for their-Falls and 
Infirmities 3 his unceſſant — among them, 
both publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe; his 
and affectionate Letters to them when he 

was abſent ; his — ps 9 to die, and 


to be buried » do all ſhew what a eat 
. Ar lis Heare 2 


loan Dera ner 
ger in the W Duty, knowing 

— — oath — In doubtful 

Caſes he was i inquiſitive ;. but hen once reſolved, 


but where Occafion was, would boldly admoniſh, 
and faithfully reprove what he ſaw amiſs, which 
Duty he managed with ſo much Pre- 
dende, and wi 
Way-ims theis Hearts, and. made his Work the 
moe ſacceſsful. 


OI f; 6 19 2 


ano ad is Nm 34 a0 | * N 
Thirdly, Hz was a Bon .. A zealous 
Peace-maker among Brethren; and of ſober and 
peaceful Principles; of à healing Spirit as to Fac- 
1 upon the Account” of » 


— C 


he was fearleſs. - — — Faces oſ Men, 


ſuch Expreſſions of Love, as made 
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reverend Eſteem of Magiſtrates, abhorring all 
voking and inſolent Expreſſions; or mutinous AC- 
tions againſt them. | : 


_ Fourthly Hz was a br Lover of Truth us 
Rig in his own Practice, and a 
preſſet᷑ of them upon others: E ſpecially upon Pro- 
fefſors uf Religion; whom he exhorted to be juſt 
—— — —— — in their Words; A 


did he bewail and - — AA 
ita reprove Promiſe-break- 
— 


Fiſhy Haw Patients was vory-exemaplirye: Met 
only in his Sufferings from Men, but in the Time 
of his and great Weakneſs, which ay hon 
him for: ſome Years,. yet all that While he had a 
lere Calmneſs and Serenity of Spirit, and was 
ſo far from murmuring, or di t, that he was 
till bleſſing Gop or dealing b gen and render 
ly with him. TS ov | 


Sixthly 

— but deviſed liberal Things. ſtudied 

conſidered how he might both give himſelf, 
and how he might procure others to give Relief to 
thoſe - that” were in Want. He daily gave much 
Ams, both in the Place where he lived, and wheres 
ever he came. When Collections were made for 
pious or charitable Uſes, he ſtirred up others, both 
by his Exhortatious and Examples; and 
made Addition in Secret to what he had given pub 
lickly. Ie was ve bountiful to many of hie Re 
lations who were fallen into Decay; yet his Means. 
was not above ei Pounds a — only his 
Wife, ſor divers Years, kept a / — 1 
which did conſiderably enlarge his Eftate. He took 
— 


H was ks in Liberality "mee 
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other rich Men to procure a landing Maintenance 
for Miniſters that were in Want. ING: 21 1.3; 
a 


Seventhly, He was of an ative Spirise He went 
about doing Good. And as h: was inceſſant in his 
Labours in the Congregation where he lived, ſo 
wherever he came, he would be ſcattering ſome 
pr Seed, not only among thoſe of Years, 

among the Children, aſking them ions; 


ving them Counſel, which ſometimes he leſt in 
mily, among his Wife's Boarders, he ſo deported 


riting among them. Eſpecially in his own Fa- 


himſelf, that in many of them he begat the Awe | 


and Love as of Children to their Fathers. 


War: he lay ſick at the Both, he ſent for 
many poor Perſons, both Aged and Children, and 
gave them Catechi/ms, enga engaging ng them to learn, and 
to give him an Account of their Proficiency therein, 
and they came chearfully to him, — encouraged 
thereto by his winning Carriage, his giving them 
wort and by feeding them. 


Hs was very humble. Though Go 
had 80 ighly exalted him in the J ts of others, 
yet was 47 Paco his own Eyes. His. wbole De- 
portment favoured of Humility, and he was of 2 


——ü —— — 


As a Miniſter, beſides his Lake: in that great 
Con where the Lok p had placed him, 
the of many other Churches lay. daily upon 
him. He went Abroad frequently into other Pa- 
riſhes about the Country, amongſt poor — 
People that lived in the dark Corners, having none 
to take Care of their Souls, preached to them him- 
oe and ſtirred up many of his Brethren to do the 
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them, intending alſo to have ſpent ſome Time a- 
mong them himſelf,. and was hardly with-held from. 
it by all the Perſuaſions- of his Friends, who told 
dim his Inability to Travel by Reaſon of the great 
Weakneſs that he lay unde. a e 


Tus reading of this did fo inſſame the Zeal of 
Mr. Thomas Gouge, that he was reſtleſs in his Spi- 
nt, till (having ſettled his Affairs about London) 
he had Opportunity to proſecute this Deſign : Since 
which Time he hath made many Journies both into 
South and North Hales, where he hath done much 
Good, and by the Help of divers of his Reverend 
Brethren, and many others, hath placed out many 
Hundreds of poor Children to School to learn Ex- 
gb, hath given them Catechi/ms, and other good 
Books: Beſides Bibles and New - Te in 
Velßb, and hath procured the Printing of Me Bi- 
li (whereof there were very few to be had) of 
N &c. to be diſtributed among 


* 

— bets na 
acquired. -His IntelleQuals ſolid, bis. 
hong, his Affections lively, his Learni | 
leyond the ordinary Size: And above all, his Ho- 
ineſs was eminent; his Converſation exemplary; 
8 had a good Head and a better 


* rade 5 A* 144 , 
Mvucn of his Time he ſpent in private Converſe 


vith Gon and his own Soul: He much delighted. 
: to 


[ 
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to perform ſecret, Devotions in the Sight of Hee + 
ven, and in the open Air, when his Opportunities 
ſerved. Many Days he kept alone, and then (by 
his Good- -will) he — betake himſelf to a ſolitary 
Houſe, probably, that he might freely Uſe hi | 
Voice as his Aﬀettions led him to (which he could 
not have done where there were Inhabitants) and 
that he might converſe with Go without Di- 


- His Society with others was always mingled 
with holy and heavenly Diſcourſes. ; He took. all 
Opportunities to inſtruct, exhort, and reprove, 
which he never failed to do (when he judged it 
neceſſary) whatever the Event might prove. And 
truly his Reprooſs were accompanied: wich ſuch 
Humility, Tenderneſs, and 3 . er 
ſeldom, erer den, 4 lz 


Is the Houſes where he ſojourned bis Lips fe 
many, Gop freely poured Grace into his Lips, and 
he freely poured it out to others, . None could lire 

uietly in any open Sin under his Inſpection. 

hen he came to abide in any Houſe, he brougbt 
2 a Bleſfing with himy and hes. he departed, he leſt 
a Blefling behind him. When he was tranſplanting 
himſelf from one Family to another (as his Occa- 
ſions ſometimes required) he wor Id call all the Peo- 
ple, one by one into his Chamber, from whence 
(it was obſerved) that nt one n 
cap Eyes. 


lx the Duties of the firſt Table he was very er 
emplary, and near to rigour. His Righteouſncis 
exceeded even that of the Phariſees : Yet was he as 
exact in the Dutics of the ſecond Table; A Man 
of Mofals, never ſpotted. with any unjuſt, or un- 
charitable Act. The falling of many Pr roſeſſr g 
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this Kind, drew ftom him many Prayers, Tears; 
Complaints, and Lamentation.  * { 
He had an eminently fres and bountiful Heart; 
to his Power, yea, and beyond his Power, He 
did Good to all, eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith + 
He was full of holy Projects, for the Advancement 
of both ſpiritual and temporal Good of others, 
which he ſo vigorouſly and prudently proſecuted, 
ta: yy Ou . n | 


He 5 Nan ef acblucetiinny Condeſeention 
to the Infirmities of weaker Brethren, and uſed to 
teal with them in ſo humble, loving and ſweet a 
Way, as "conſidering himfelf, left" he alſo might be 
im ted. In their confefted Failings he was not ſu- 
perc ilious and cenſorious, but laboured to ore 
them with the Spirit ef Meekneſs. And when he 
keply condemned the Action, he would not judge 
i the Eſtate of the Perſon : But though he was ſuf- 
kciently mild in his Judgment of others, yet was K 
een he 1 


tn Marters goubtrul and difpurable; 15 was not 
peremptory: He laid not more Streſs * rod 
in Religion than belonged to them: He was 
Ike many who are ſo confident in their Dete 
nations, that they will hardly hold — 
my, ſcarce ſo much as a pleaſing Converſation,” 
vith any Man who cannot think, 42 ſpeak, and 
at as they do in every Thing. He would freely 
nd familiarly converſe with thoſe who were ſound” 
in the Faith (as to the Fundamentals of Religion) 
and ee an een ane 


I Nane 1 


Hrs Minifferial Employment wereeaCer to him” 


thin to many others, being of a quick &pprehen-" 
lon, of a ready, ſtrong and faithful 
A free 
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a free and nervous Expreſſion; and, above all, ha- 
ving a holy Heart that was always boiling up with 

Matter. He was apt to preach and pray, 
and ready on all Occaſions to lay out himſelf in 
ſuch Work; though his Warning ſometimes wa 
very ſhort, he confidently caſt "hinaſelf upon the 
Lond's Aſſiſtance, wn he never failed tum, and 
ſo went freely about his Work. * 


Hr began upon a very conſiderable Stock of 
Learning, having Gifts bo both miniſterial and per- 
ſonal, much beyond:the Proportion of his Years, 
and exceedingly in his Abilities and Graces 
in a little Time; and he waxed very rich in hea- 
venly Treaſure, by Gon's Bleſſing on a dil 
Hand, ſo that he was behind in no good Gift 
bleſſed him with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in in hee 

— co diouogt 
fore with all his Mi 2 
He was abundant in i 275 of the Lon: Hedi He did 
not go but run the Ways of Gop's Commandments. 
He did run, and was not weary; he did walk, and 
was not faint. He preſſed hard towards the Mark 
till he attained it. His Race as foie and thor 


7 

He was e of che e of 
Sauk, wherein he had no ſmall Succeſs in the Cour 
of his Miniſtry omote this End, he pour- 
— — ry rayer and P . Be 
imparted, ot the Goſpel n only, but bis oxn-Soul to hit 
» Hlearers. His lications and Exhortations were 
many. Times ſo jonate, ſo full of holy Zeab 
and Life, that they quite overcame his Auditors. 
He ſo melted over them, that he thawed, mollified, 
and ſometimes diſſolved the hardeſt Hearts But 
ö ere and 06.08 con- 


ſumed himſelf. 2 s - 
# Hs 
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He was not ſatisfied with theſe his publick Em- 
ployments, but conſtantly went from Houſe to 
Houſe, and there — boch with — 165k Chil- 
dren and Servants, in — com eſpecially in 
the 1 both of the Law * Goſpel, 
whom he found to be ignorant; gently reproying 
where he found any Thing amiſs ; exhorting them 


to Diligence, both in their — en, 
_— 


Hs inſpead, fo. far 2s be nid, 1 Sh 
of every particular Perſon,. and accordingly repras 
ved, comforted and encou , as he found Oc- 
calion yet all with fo much enderneſs, Himaill 
and Self-denial, that he gamed much upon the 
ſections of all that entertained him, inſomuch as 
ſuch as were not viſited at firſt, at length came 
FB 


Tuus did be wear out himſelf to give Light and 
Heat unto others. He allowed himſelf too little 
deep to recruit thoſe Spirits which he had waſted 
with Labour and Wakening. He roſe conſtantly at 
four o'Clock in the Morning at fartheſt, that having 
had Communion with God, he might be the _ 
at his other Studics and Employments. 


ſlave very grave, ſtrict, ſerious compoſel 
young Man, yet not rigid in his Principles. His 
— known to all that knew him. He 
held that ion in a Church was many Times 
from the known Corruptions of it: But 
allowed not from a Church, where active 
Compliance with ſome ſinful Evil, wa not made . 
the of Communion.” 


8 } . 
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- WHEN he catechized the greater Sort in pub- 
lick, he began with Prayer for a Blefling upon that 
Duty. Then having propounded ſome Queſtions 
out of the Catechiſm, his Care was, not only to 
make them perfect in rehearſing the Anſwers there 
ſet down, but alſo to bring them to a clear Under- 
ſtanding of the Meaning of the ſaid Anſwers, and 
of all the Phraſes in which they were expreſſed; and 
to draw ſome practical Inferences from the ſame. 
He farther inſtructed them, by propoſing ſeveral 
other Queſtions beſides thoſe in the Catechiſm, which 
himſelf had before drawn up. * 


Ix the Evening of each Loxp's-Day, he uſed to 
repeat his Sermon in the Church, to which very 
many People reſorted, and when he had done, fone 
Youths were callcd forth who gave him an Account 


of all the Heads of it by their Memories. 


WE he went from Houſe to Houſe, he uſed 
to give them Notice the Day before, deſiring that 
they would have their whole þ amily together againſt 
he came: Which being done, he uſed to inſtruct 
the younger Sort in the Principles of Religion, by 
aſking Queſtions out of the Catechiſm, the Anſwers 
axwhereunto he uſed to open and explain. He uſed 
alſo to enquire of them about their ſpiritual Eſtate, 
labouring to make them ſenſible of the Evil and 
Danger of Sin. Of the Corruption of our Na- 
tures, the Miſery of an unconverted State; pro- 
voking them to look after the true Remedy, to tun 
from all their Sins to Gon, to cloſe with Chr 
upon his own - Ferms, to follow after Holineſs, to 
watch over their Hearts and Lives, to mortify their 
Luſts, to redeem their Time, and to prepare for 
Eternity. Theſe Things he explained to their Un- 
derſtandings, and preſſed upon their Conſciences 
with the moſt cogent Arguments and Conſidera- 

tons; 
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tions; ſhewing what great Privileges they did en- 
joy, the many Goſpel-Sermons they did or might 
hear, the many Talents they were entruſted with, 
and the great Account they were to give to Gon 
of the ſame. Beſides, he left with them ſeveral 
Counſels and Directions to be carefully remember'd 
and praCtiſed for the Good of their Souls, 


. - SUCH as were ſerious and religious he uſed to 
help forward in Holineſs, by anſwering their Doubts, 
and encouraging them againſt their Difficulties and 
Diſcouragements; and before he left them, he uſed: 
to deal with the Governors, and with ſuch as were 
grown up to the Years of Diſcretion ſingly, that ſo, 
(as much as poſſibly he could) he might know the 
Condition of each particular Perſon, and the better 
apply himſelf to each of them. If he found them 
to neglect Family-dutics, he uſed to preſs them to 
ſet them up, by reading the Word of Gop and 
Prayer, giving them Directions therein, and ex- 
horting them to the Practice of ſecret Duties. He 
alſo perſuaded Miſtreſſes of Families to give their 
Children and Servants Time for ſuch ſecret Duties, 
and to encourage them therein: If the Family 
where he came was ignorant, he would inſiſt the 
longer in inſtructing and catechiſing : If looſe, in 
Teproving and convincing; it godly, in encourag- 
ing and directing. 


Hs uſed to ſpend five Aſternoons every Week 
in theſe Exerciſes, from one or two o' Clock till 
ſeven; In which Space he uſed to viſit three or four 
Families, ſometimes more, as they were greater or 
leſs. Thus be went through the whole Town, 
and then preſently began again: And he did often 
bleſs Go p for: the great Succeſs he found in 
theſe Exerciſes; ſaying, that GoD made him 
=*Þq Lo 2 2 _ hereby 
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as inſtrumental to the Good 8 
His publick Miniſtry. 


H was a faithful Reprover of the Miſcarriage 
of Proſeſſors, whether high or low,'Miniftess or 
private Chriſtians; yea, though they were never fo 
dear to him, or never fo obliging in their Carriage, 
whatever the Event might prove. He was humble, 
"courteous and affable, condeſcending to diſcourſe 
with the pooreſt and meaneſt, as foon as with the 
| Higheſt and richeſt. He was full of holy Projects 
by what Means he moſt effectually promote 
— of Chriſt, and the Salvation of Souls, 
and what he judged to be conducing to theſe Ends, 
ke proſecuted with ſuch Wiſdom and vegan! that 
he ſeldom failed to accompliſh it. 


Cox sip ERIN G how 6 
quent Selſ· Examination might tend to the weaken- 
ing of Sin, and to the Furtherance of Holinefs both 
in Heart and Life, he earneſtly preſſed this Practice 

in his publick Miniſtry, dne dling his Hearers ſor 
the Performance of it: He dealt alſo with them in 
private about it, and drew a Promiſe from moſt of 
them, that they would every Night, before — 
| went to Sleep, ſpend ſome Time in ſecret, to 
themſclves to an Account how they had ſpent that 
Day, by propoſing ſeveral Queſtions to their own 
Hearts, which he had drawn in Writing, and com- 
municated unto them under ſeveral: Heads, and 
many confeſſed that this Practice had — 
vantagious to them in their Chriſtian Walk. 


Brroxx the Act of Uniformity cams forth, he 
was very earneſt with Gor Da —— t. to 
make his Way plain unto him, he m 55 not 
be deprived of his preſent „e. al Gig 
Souls, by any Scruple upon bis Conſcience Bu 
wach 
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when he ſaw thoſe Clauſes of Aſſent and Conſent, 
he was fully ſatisfied againſt it; whereas before he 

was ſo doubtful that his intimate Friends thought 
he would have conformed, ſaying, he would not 
leave his Miniſtry for ſmall and dubious Matters : 
Yet though he muſt quit his Station, he judged that 
the Ejection of Miniſters did not diſoblige them. 
from preaching to their People: And though upon, 

that black Sabbath he took his Leave of his belov- 

ed People, yet he firmly reſolved to go on with his 

Work of Preaching in private, and viſiting from. 

Houſe to Houſe, till he ſhould be ſent to Fan Of 


into Baniſhment. 


Hs went alſo frequently into the Villages, had: 
Places about the Town, whence moſt of their Mi- 
niſters were fled, and wherever he came, the Loxp 
was pleaſed to give him great Succeſs :: Many were 
converted, and the Generality encouraged to cleave. 
cloſe to the Loup. 


Tuts much heightened the Rage of ſome Neigh-- 
bour Juſtices, who much threatened and oft ſought 
for him: But it pleaſed Gop he was preſerved out. 
of their Hands longer than he expected. His uſual. 


5 was, that if it pleaſed the Loxp to grant 
4 Months Liberty before he went to Pri- 


hr he ſhould account it a great Favour, and ſhould. 
more willingly ſubmit to it when he had done ſome 
Work. - Ther did he ſell off his Goods, the better. 
to for a Goal or Baniſhment, only he was 
deſirous that his Wife ſhould. accompany him, 
which alſo was her great Deſire, it being more 
— wt think r 

to ſuffer wich him. N 15 


„Tun * was vleaſed ſo far to "dale 1 
that he weat on in di Courſe from Bartholomew- 
L 3 Day, 
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Day, till May the 261b. following, tho' he was 
often threatened, yet was he never interrupted ; 
tho many, both of Town and Country, came 
flocking to his Meetings, at what Time ſoever 
they were held. He fe miſſed of preaching 
twice a Sabbath, and often in the Week. Some- 
times he preached fourteen Times in eight Days; 
often ten, and ordinarily fix or feven, either at 
Home or Abroad, during all this Time, beſides 
His ent Di with ſuch as reſorted to 
him : for the better enabling him hereunto, 
he laid aſide all his other Studies, ing that 
his Time and Liberty would be but ſhort. And 
truly the Loxp did more than ordinarily affiſt 
him, as himſelf took Notice, as well as all that 
heard him. | 4 fo 


Uron a Saturday in the Evening, about Six 
Clock, he was ſeized upon by an Officer of 
Taunton, who profeſſed that he had rather 

been otherwiſe employed, but. that he 
to a ſpeedy Execution of the Warrant, b 
who was ſent on purpoſe to ſee it e 

ET that none in the Town 


Tun Warrant was 


* TY * 
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cl one of the Oblef of the en wi 
is Appearance: At Supper he fed heartily; 
was very chearful, yet full of holy ci 
Diſcourſes, ſuitable to the Time 

that were with him. After Supper, havi 
with his Family and Friends, with the 


3 
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and two or three Friends that accompanied him, 
he went to the appointed Place, where they 
charged him with breaking the Act of Uniformity, 
- Sos vent Preaching fince it took Place; 

is he that he had neither 
in Church, C pel, nor in any other 
of publick Worſhip, ſimce that Time; — 
dar what de Mid, was in hi own Family, ud 
nme nm 


— — for being ati © rover 
Aſſembly : He anſwered, that at their Meetings 


were uſed no Threats, no dangerous Words, ng 


Staves or Weapons, neither were any put in Fear, 
their only Employment being Prayer and Preach- 
ing. Here they much abuſed him with Scoffa; 
the Juſtices themſelves, with their Ladies, and 
ſuch others as came to hear his Examination. 
One of them called him R and faid he de- 
frved to de hanged3” and that if he were not 
hanged,” ng for him; and many 
other ſcurrilous Exp 
red him — his 


made a Mitrimus to ſend him to the Goal upon 
Monday Morning, after they had: detained him 
_ till A · o'Clock | in the Night. 

tr of \. 10 
Warn beet than | which na Twa 
Clock in the Mane „be lay down on * * 
about twe or three und then 1 
retired himſelf with Oo eill abcutEighe ockz 
t Which Time ſeveral Friends were come to viſit 


him, to whom he would have preached, but he 


3 3 Ong OE 
Ew. — Vet he ſpent y if 
with n Companies of his 


fade who out of ths Town und Country came 
is 
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ccufer, but 
not draw” him to it; —̃ ÄX— they 
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to viſit him; and as he could be permitted, he 
prayed oft with them. All this while he was very 
chearful, admiring Gop's Mercies to him, and 
encouraging all that came to ſee him, to be bold 
in the Gauſe of Gop, and not to be dif 

for what befel him for their Sakes. As for him- 
ſelf, he ſaid, he was nothing moved for it, nor 
did in the leaſt repent of any thing he had done, 
but accounted himſelf happy, and under that Pro- 
miſe which Chrift makes to his, Matt. v. 10. &c, 
That he ſhould be doubly happy, now he was to 
fuffer for his Sake. He was alſo earneſt with his 
Brethren in the Miniftry that came to ſee him, 
that they ſhould not at all deſiſt from their Labours 
when he was gone, and that there might not be 
one Sermon the leſs in Taunton for his Abſence. 


Mz. Allein was not ſatisfied to 12 hehad 


left ſome Exhortations with his le; and there- 
fore requeſted them to come to him about One or 
Two o'Clock in the Morning: And 'notwith- 
ſtanding the unſeaſonableneſs of the Time, many 
undreds of old and young repaired-to him, with 
whom he ſpent about three Hours in 8 

wels, 


Preaching. And ſo with many V earnings of 
they took their Leaves each of other. 


On Monday Morning, about Nine o' Clock, 
he, with two or three Friends that deſtred to ac- 
company him, went for Heber. As he went, 
the Streets of Taunton were beſet on both Sides 
with People, and many followed him on Foot 

ſome Miles out of Town, with t Lamenta- 
tions; yet the Lorp fo ſtrengthened him, that 
he went through them' all with great — = 
Joy, endeavouring both by his Words and Cot 
tenance, to encourage and chear them up- 


Ti 
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H carried his ' Mittimus himſelf, having no 


Officer with him; and when he came thither, the 
Goaler was not at home, which Opportunity he 
took to preach- before he went into Priſon, which 
dis Adverſaries accounted a great Addition to his 
former Crimes. The Goaler being come home, 
be gave him his Mittimus, and, was by him put 
into the Bridewell-Chamber, where he found Mr. 
John: Norman, late of Bridgwater, committed a 
tew Days before him for the ſame Cauſe : A Man 
of ſingular Abilities, fervent. in Zeal and holy 
Baldnefs for the Cauſe of Chr; conſtant to his 
Principles in the moſt wayering Times ; and one, 
wha. for his exemplary Converſation, was much 
elieemed among the People of Goos. 
Tux were alſo ſiye more Miniſters, and fifty 
Quakers, which had all their ings in the 
parted only with a Matt, which 
up for a little more Retirement, 
after Mr. Goven, Mr. Powel, and eight 
more, were brought into the ſame Place, bein 
taken at Meetings. This added to the Strai 
of their Room; and it was ſo nigh the Top of 
Priſon, that. is they lay in their Beds, d 
irkfome, 
Da 
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efreſhment. this Room they were 
and to cat their Food, having no 
retire into, but a little Garden, ad» 
Place where all the common Priſo+ 
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the Noife of thoſe Wretches, the rattling 
gues, 
their 
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ir Chains, the blaſpheming of their Ton 
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In their Chamber they were moleſted 
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their Roaring and Singing Night and Day being a 
one Troubly'ws then, > 3 —. 


WAN x of Air was moſt offenſive to Mr. Alain, 
who had accuſtomed himſelf both in Oxſord and 
in the Country, to ſpend moſt of his ſecret Hour 
in the Fields or Woods. N bn 


- So ſoon as Mr. Allein came into Priſon, he 
prayed and preached, which he called the Conſe- 
cration of it. And after a Day or two, he delired 
to have his Wife with him, or near him in the 
Town, to attend him, and to keep Company 
with ſuch Friends as came to viſit him: Where- 
upon he prevailed with the Keeper to have one 
Corner to himſelf, wherein to ſet his Bed, which 
was more private than the reſt, About this 
he made a Partition with ſome Curtains, whereby 
he might be the more private; and it was a great 
Comfort to him: And after a few Weeks, he pro- 
cured Leave of his Keeper to walk out à Mile or 
more, Morning and Evening conſtantly, except 
the Weather hindered him. 


| N ; $515 4 HIASHKA £7) 
Turin Diet was good and ſufficient z:ſome- 
times abundant, by their Friends Kindneſs to 
them. Here they preached once a Day conſtantly, 
ſometimes twice; and many reſorted to their Ser- 
mons, of which ſome came eight or ten Miles 
round about out of the Country, and Multitudes 
came to viſit them. Their Friends were exceed - 
ing kind to them, endeavouring, by their frequent 
Viſits and Supplies, to take away the Tediouſneß 
of their Impriſonment. Mr. Allein's Labours were 
the greateſt, who ſpent almoſt all the Day in con- 
verſing with his Friends, and a great Part of the 
Night in his Studies and:ſecret Duties. 
. ee rr 
How and , Tus 


Mr. Jos Ern ALLEN, 131 


Tuovs they continued for about four Months, 
and were toſſed from Seſſions to the Aſſizes. 

14th, Mr. Allein was brought to the Seſſions held 
at Taunton, and indicted for preaching on the 17th, 
of May preceeding ; but the Evidence was fo flen- 
der, that'the Grand Jury would not find the Bill, 
and thereupon, by the conſtant Practice of the 
Court, he ſhould have been freed ; yet was he re- 
turned unto Priſon till the Afſizes : And to his 
Friends, who had hoped for his Deliverance, he 
faid, Let us bleſs GoD that his Will is done, and 
wt the Wills of ſuch Worms as we are. x22: 


Auguſt 24th. He was indicted at the Afſizes g 
and though the Evidence was but the ſame with 
the former, yet now the Grand Jury found the 
Bill, and he was brought to the Bar, and his In- 
lictment was read, which was, that May 17th. 
1663. He, together with twenty others, to the 
Jurors unknown, did riotouſly, routouſly and ſe- 
titiouſty aſſemble themſelves together, contrary to 
the Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, and 
to the great Terror of his Subjects, and to the 
evil Example of others. To this he anſwered, 
That as — and Preaching, he was Guilty, 
and did own them for his Duty; but as for riotous, 
wutous, and ſeditious Aſſemblies, he abhorred 
tem "from his Heart: Yet was he found 
Guilty by the Petty Jury, and by the Judge ſen- 
tenced to pay a hundred Marks, and to continue 
in Priſon till it was paid. To this he only replied, 
That he was glad that he had appeared before his 
Country; and that whatſoever he was charged 
with, he was guilty of nothing but doing his Duty, 
and that all which did appear by the Evidence, 
was only chat he had fung a Pſalm, and inſtructed 
tis Family, where ſome others were, and both in 
bis own Hoaſe ; and that, if nothing * 
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been would ſatisfy, he ſhould; with"all t 
Chearfulneſs and Thankfulneſs accept, whatſo: tt 
ever Sentence his Lordſhip ſhould pronounce upon 
him for ſo good and righteous a Cauſe. From 
hence he was carried back to Priſon, where he Wl of 
continued a whole Year wanting three Days. 


Wirren coming on, which they feared would 
make this Place as cold, as it had been hot in 
Summer, (the Chamber having no Chimney in it} 
they endeavoured, and with ſome Difficulty ob- 
tained to be removed to the Ward, where they 
had more comfortable Accommodations. Here 
they -had very great Aſſemblies, both on Week- 
days and Sabbaths, and many _— of Humilia- 
tion and A when ; and tho were much 
threatened both by the Judges and Juſtices to be 
ſent beyond-Sea, or carried to ſome Iſland, where 
they ſhould be kept cloſe Priſoners ; yet the Lon 
prevented it, and ſo ordered it, that their Impri- 
ſonment turned to his greater Glory, and to the 
Furtherance of the Goſpel, by their great Labour, 
to which Gop added a great Bleſſing: And Mr. 
Allein's Sufferings did not in the leaſt abate his 
Teal and Activity for Gop, but he embraced all 
Opportunities of doing Good. The Miniſter who 
was appointed at ſome Times to preach to the 
Felons, falling ſick, Mr. Allein freely ſupplied his 
Room as long as he could be permitted, earneſtly 
exhorting them, that by Repentance and Faith, 
they would ſecure the eternal Welfare of theit 
Souls. He was oy forward to the Edu- WM 
cation of young Perſons, both in /khbifter, and WM co 
an the Country adjacent; for which End, he gave pa 
Catechiſms to many poor Families, that they WW 
might be inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, W Jud 
exhorting the Elder to teach and encourage the 
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to his Fellow-Sufferers, if he ſaw in them any 
thing which became not the Goſpel. 


He was now, as formerly, a careful Redeemer 
of his Time, riſing about Four o'Clock, and 
ſpending a conſiderable Time in Meditation and 
Prayer, and then following his Studies cloſe in 
ſome Corner of the Priſon where he could be pri - 
rate ; and ſometimes he ſpent almoſt whole Nights 
in theſe Exerciſes, only lying down in his Cloaths 
for an Hour or two. Thoſe which viſited him, 
he did not entertain with frivolous Diſcourſes, but 
with ſuch as were profitable and for their Edifca- 
tion, applying himſelf unto them according to 
their ſeveral Capacities, exhorting them to ſuch 
Practices, as by Reaſon of their Age or Temper, 
Calling or Condition, he judged them to be moſt - 
leſective in, and dehorting them from ſuch Evils, 
as he thought them moſt prone to. 


He carefully obſerved that Rule, Mat. v. H- 
Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you ; 
god to them that hate you, and pray for them * 
deſpightfully uſe you, and per ſecute you. He never 
exclaimed againſt thoſe who were the chief Inſtru · 
ments ot: his Sufferings, but pitied and pr 
with St. Stephen, Lorp, lay not this Sin to Fon 
Charge. The greateſt Harm he wiſhed them, was, 
that they might be converted, ſanctified, and their 
Souls ſaved in the Day of the Loxp Feſus. | 


Domo the Time of his Impriſonment, it 
could not be difcerned that his Health was im- 
paired, notwithſtanding , his inceflant Labours. 
Vet, probably, (as the Phyſicians” Afterwards 
judged) the Foundation of that Weakneſs, which 


5 y after ſurpriſed him, and occaſioned his 
eath, was then laid. 
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134 De Liſe and Death of 


Ar his E ment from Priſon, he was more 
earneſt in his Work than before; yet willing to 
preſerve his Liberty among his People, who Fad 
no Miniſter that had the Over-ſight of them, tho' 
ſome came and preached to them in his Abſence ; 
and ſuch Multitudes reforted to him, that ke 
judged it neceſſary to divide them into four Parts, 
reſolving to preach to them four times each Sab - 
bath ; but finding that to be beyond his Strength, 
which was much decayed, he was fain to forbear 
it, and preached only twice on the Sabbaths, yet 
oft on the Week-days beſides, at Home or Abroad. 
He preſſed all that feared Gop, eſpecially ſuch as 
were of a timorous Spirit, to be couragious and 
active for Gop, and to be much in converſing to- 
gether, now their Miniſters were withdrawn; 
much in Praiſes and Thankſgivings to God, de- 

ighting themſelves in Him, and denying them- 
ſelves E reſigning themſelves, and all 
they did enjoy, to Him, that the World might ſee 
they c live comfortably on Gop alone, on 
his Attributes and Promiſes, tho' they ſhould have 
nothing elſe left. | ule. 


Bor it pleaſed the All-wiſe Gon to take him 
off from this eager Purſuit of his Work, by vilit- 
ing him (in the latter end of Aug] with much 
Weakneſs, within three Months after he came out 
of Priſon. For being requeſted by a People, whoſe 
Paſtor was abſent, to preach and adminiſter the 
Sacrament unto them; the Place being ſixteen 
Miles off, he was fo diſabled” by the Journey, 
that he could not perform both; yet, becauſe 
many of chem came ſar, he forced himſelf to 
jneach to them, tho' to his great Prejudice; and 
after three or four Days, with much Difficulty; 
he returned Home, and had the Advice of the belt 

Phyſicians thereabout, who all of them Judges: 


ö 
ö 
| 
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that it proceeded from his abundant Labours, and 
preachin} too ſoon after his Meals, as he did, 
when he preached four Times a Day. This had 


ſo abated the natural Heat of his Stomach, that 
no Food would digeſt, nor oft ſtay within him. 


He felt no Pain, but had a conſtant Diſcompo- 
ſure in his Stomach, and a failing of his Appetite, 
that for many Weeks he could not bear the Scent 
of Fleſh- Meat, nor retain any Liquors or Broths, 
ſo that he conſumed fo faft, his Vite ſeemed to 
dra to an End: But Gop was pleaſed fo to bleſs 
the Means, that after two Months, he recovered 
of this Diſtemper; yet ſo loſt the Uſe of his Arms, 
that from October till April, he could neither 
on or off his Cloaths, nor write any thing. His 
Phyſicians and Friends earneſtly beſought him to 
intermit his Labours, but could not prevail, For 
he continued to preach once, and ſometimes twice 
every Sabbath, and to viſit from Houſe to Houſe 
all that Winter: an, r 


In the Spring, Gon was pleaſed to reſtore the 
Uſe of his Arms, for which he was exceeding 
thankful, and they had great Hopes of his Reco- 
very : And the er following, by making 
Uſe of ſome Mineral Waters, near the Devizes, 
Ms Strength was much increaſed. But truſtin 
too much to that Strength, his Weakneſs returned 
won him the next Winter, and more in the Spring 
following. Yet his Fits continued not long at a 
time, ſo that he preached not according to, but 
eren beyond his Strength, at Home and Abroad: 
dometimes going into remote Places, where they 
had had no Meetings ſince the Removal of their 
Miniſters, which was about the Space of two 
Lears: And he engaged ſome of his- Brethren, 

a 298 eu | M 2 u ; fo, 
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alſo, to take their Turns; which they did with 
great Succeſs, , ; 


Now was he again much threatened, and 
Warrants often out for him, which he rejoic'd at, 
that when (by Reaſon of his Diſtempers) he could 
do little for Gop, Gop would fo honour him, 
that He ſhould ſuffer for him in a Priſon ; and 
would often fay, with much Chearfulneſs, that 
they could not do him a greater Kindneis : But 


God not ſeeing him fit for the Inconveniences of 
a Priſon, was pleaſed to ſpare him. 


Tarr Five Mile da now taking Place, he re- 
moved to a Place called Wellington, five Miles 
from Taunton, to a Dyer's Houſe, in a very ob- 
ſcure Place, where he preached on the Lord's 
Days, as he was able : But the vigilant Eyes of 
his Enemies ſoon found him out there, and re- 
ſolved to remove him; and a Warrant was put in 
the Conſtable's Hands to apprehend him. And 
the Dyer was threatened to be ſent to the Goal 
for entertaining him: Hereupon he returned to 
Mr. Johm Mallack's Houſe, a r who had 
oſt ſolicited him to take his Houſe for his Home; 
but many of his Friends in Taunten were ſo earneſt, 
that to ſatisfy them, he went to their Houſes and 
ſtayed with ſome a Fortnight, with others three 
Weeks or a Month, yet ſtill taking Mr. Mallact's 
for his Home. And he went from no Houſe with- 
out ſerious Counſels, Comforts or Reproofs, as 
their Condition required. | 


Hz went from no Houſe that was willing to 
part from him; nor could he ſatisfy the Requeſts 
of one half that invited him to their Houſes; ſo 
that he would oſten bleſs Gop, and ſay with holy 
Mr. Dod, That he had a hundred 2 
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that he had parted with: And that tho' he had no 
Goods, yet he wanted nothing, his Father caring 
for him in every thing; ſo that he lived a far more 
pleaſant Life, than his Enemies that had turned 
him out of all, 


He was exceedingly taken with Gop's Good- 
neſs, in Mr. Mallackt's bountiful Entertainment of 
him, whoſe Houſe, Gardens and Walks were 
very delightful to him, and all Accommodations. 
within, ſuitable thereto ; which made him often 
to ſay, that he did (as Dives) fare deliciouſly every 
Day ; but hoped to improve it better than he did ; 
and that Gon had inclined his Heart to care for 
many Poor, and for ſeveral of his. Brethren in the 
Miniſtry, and that now Gon did reward him, not 
22 be at any Expence upon himſelf 
or, | 


HR was a Obſerver of each Day's Provi- 
dences, and would every Night, before he went 
to Sleep, reckon them up to his Wife, to raiſe 
his on and her Heart to praiſe the Lorp, and 
to truſt Him, of whoſe Care and Goodneſs he had 
ſuch manifold Experiences. 


Taz Time for his going to the Waters being 
come, he deſired to keep a Day of Thankſgiving 
2 all to lun an Friends x 

accordingly, the loch. 1665. divers o 
bis Brethren SCG; Ber „and of Pi Friends 
in Taunton, met at Mr. Mallact's Houſe, about 
a Mile from the Town, where, after they had 
deen a while together, came two Juſtices, with 
others attending them with Swords, and brake 
open the Doors by Force, ge if they had pleaſed, 
they might have unlatched them) and with much 
Derifion and Threatening, took their Names, 
a); | M 3 and 
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and committed them to ſome Conſtables, charging 
them to bring them the next Day to the Ca 
Tavern in Taunton, befote the Juſtices of Peace 
there. The next Day the Priſoners were brought 
forth, and anſwered to their Names as they were 
called; and after two Days tedious Attendance, 
were all convicted for keeping a Conventicle, and 
ſentenced to pay three Pounds a piece, or be com- 
mitted to Priſon for threeſcore Days ; biit few of 
them either, paid their Fines, or ſuffered their 
Friends to pay it for them. Whereupon Mr. A. 
lein, and ſeven Miniſters more, and forty private 
Perſons, were committed to /lchefter Goal. When 
Mr. Allein came to the Priſon, his Deportment 
and Converſation was every way as exemplary, 
as it had been in his former Confinement. - And 
notwithſtanding his great bodily Weakneſs, yet 
he conſtantly took his Turn with the other Mi- 
niſters in preaching, which they performed, moſtly 
twice a Day, beſides other religious Exerciſes. 


Tuo' he had many of his Flock impriſoned 
with him, whereby he had the fairer Opportunity 
of inſtructing watching over them, 1 Was 
he not forgetful of the reſt that were at Liberty, 
but wrote. many Letters to them, from which 
they might reap no ſmall Benefit, whilſt they 
wanted his bodily Preſence : He was alſo very fol- 
licitous: for thoſe that were with him, that they 
might be the better for their Bonds, walking wor- 
thy the many and great Mercies they had enjoyed 
during their Impriſonment ; that ſo, when they 


Teturned to their Houſes, they might ſpeak and 
live forth the Praiſes of Gop, carrying themſelves 
in every Reſpect, as became the Goſpel for which 


they had ſuffered, which he made to appear, by 


that wholeſome Counſel which he gave them the 


Mornmg wherein they were delivered, * 
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His Impriſonment prevented his going to the 
Waters, which was the Cauſe of the Increaſe of 
his Diſtempers all the Winter following, and more 
in the Spring; » not ſo much as to take him 
wholly off his Work, for he preached many Days, 

and adminiſtred the Sacrament to his People. 


Goo to the Waters in Fuly, 1667, they had 
a contrary Effet upon him to what they had at 
firſt; for after three Days taking them, he fell in- 
to a Fever, which ſeized on his Spirits, and his 
Strength decayed fo exceedingly, that he ſeem'd 
to be near Death: But the LoR D was pleaſed to 
ſpare him, and ſo far to reſtore him, that at fix 
Weeks End he returned to his People; yet then 
finding a great Decay in his Strength, he was 
willing to go to Dorcheſter, to adviſe with Dr. 

, an able Phyſician, from whom he had re- 
ceived many Medicines, but had never any Con- 
verſe with him. | 


Tur Doctor ſoon perceived his Weakneſs, and 
therefore adviſed him to ſtay there for a Fortnight 
orthree Weeks, that he might direct him the bet- 
ter, and alter his Remedies as he ſhould ſee Occa- 
fon, Which he readily affented to. He had not 
been there above five Days, but the Uſe of his 
Limbs were ſuddenly taken from him; firſt his 
Arms, then his Legs, that he could neither ſtand 
nor move a Finger, nor turn in his Bed. He was 
5 over by Phyſicians and Friends, that ſaw him 

ſome Weeks lying in cold Sweats Night and 
Day; and often, for ſome Hours, half his Body 
was cold, fo that in their Apprehenſions he was 
Nane and received nothing but ſtrong Cordial 
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Tus he lay from September 28th, to November 
x6th, before any Amendment appear d, all which 
Time he was very chearful, praiſing and admiring 
Gop for his Mercies: But his Spirits were fo 
low that he ſpake ſeldom, and then ſoftly. He 
was free from Pain, and when his Friends admir- 
ed at his Patience, he would ſay, that God had 
not tried him in any Thing, but in laying him a- 
ſide from his Work, and keeping him out of Hea- 
ven. 2 2 how it was with his Soul in all 
his bodily Weakneſs? His Anſwer was, That he 
had not thoſe raviſhing Joys which he „ 
But he had a ſweet Serenity of Heart and i 
ence, and a Confidence in Gop grounded upon 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel. 


Tus Miniſters and Chriſtians of that Place were 
very compaſſionate to him, viſiting and praying 
with and for him often. And Dr. Loſe viſited him 
twice a Day, for about a Quarter of a Year toge- 
ther (except when he was out of Town) and yet 
would never take any Fees of him. The Gentry 
alſo in and about the Town, ſent whatſoever they 
imagined might be pleaſing to him; ſo that he nei- 
ther wanted Food nor Phyſick, and he much de- 
lighted in the Conſideration of the Lord's Kind- 
neſs to him, in the Love which he received them, 
and would often ſay, I was a Stranger, and Mer) 
took me in; in Priſon and it came to me; fick and 
it viſited me: There were alſo fourteen young Wo- 
men that took their Turns to watch with him. 


Ix this Condition he kept his Bed 'till December 
18th, and then, beyond Hope, in the Depth of 
Winter he began to get out of Bed: Yet could he 
neither go nor ſtand, nor move a Finger, having 
Senſe in his Limbs without Motion. But it pleaſed 


Gon chat by Degrees his Strength increaſed, f. 
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that he could with Help, walk a Turn in his 
Chamber, and when (after a Time) he could do 
it without Help, he was wonderfully taken with 
the -LoRD's Mercy to him: And by February, 
with alittle Help, he could walk in the Streets. 
Being aſked how he could be ſo well contented to 
lie ſo long under ſo great Weakneſs? He anſwered, 
What? Fs Gop my Father, 2. Chriſt my Sa- 
viour, and the Spirit my Comforter and Sanctifier, 
and Heaven mine Inheritance; and ſhall I not be 
content without Limbs and Health? Through 
Grace I am fully ſatisfied with my Father's good 
Pleaſure. - oo 011 


To another that aſked him the ſame Queſtion, 
he anſwered; I have choſen Gop, and he is mine, 
and I know with whom I have truſted myſelf, 
which is enough. He is an unreaſonable Wretch 
that cannot be content with Gop, tho? he hath 
nothing elſe : My Intereſt in God is all my Joy. 


Som of his Friends of Taunton coming to 
Dorchefter to ſee him, he was much revived, and 
cauſing his Curtains to be withdrawn, he defired 
them to ſtand round the Bed, and cauſing his 
Wife to hold forth his Hand to them, that they 
might ſhake him by it, and as he was able, he 


ſpake thus to them. O how it rejoices me to ſee 


your Faces and hear your Voices, tho' I cannot as 
heretofore ſpeak to Methinks I am now like 
old Jacob, with all his Sons about him. You now 
ma weak Eſtate, and thus I have been for ma- 
ny Weeks, ſince I parted from Taunton; but GoD 
hath been with me, and I hope with you. Your 
Prayers for me have been anſwered many Ways. 
The:LogD return them into your own Boſoms. 
My Friends, Life is mine, Death is mine, in that 


Covenant I was preaching to you is all my Salva- 


wits 


tion, 
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tion, and all my Deſire: Altho* my Body doth not 
proſper, I 2 Soul doth. I have lived a 
ſweet Life by the — and I hop (enough 
Grace) I wh die by a Promiſe. | 
of Gop are everlaſting, and will ſtand by us. No- 

thing but Gop in them will ſtand us Inſtead ina 
Day of Affliction. 


Mr dear Friends, I feel the Power of thoſe 
Doctrines which I preached unto you, upon my 
Heart, the Doctrines of Faith, of Repentance, 
of Self- denial. O that you would live them over 
now I cannot preach to you. It is a Shame for a 
Believer to be caſt down under Afflictions, who 
hath ſo many glorious Privileges, Juſtification, 
SanCtification, and eternal Glory. We ſhall be 
as the Angels of Gop within a little while; nay, 
to fay the Truth, Believers are, as it were, Angels 
already, that live in the Power of Faith. O my 
Fri + live like Believers : Trample this World 

under ”= Feet. Be not taken with its Comforts, 
nor diſquieted wie! its n You wal be gone 
out of it agg: ce) + be 


\ Wars directs unde din Flint „ him, He 
with them as his weak State would ſuf- Co. 

8 N — bleſſed them in the ſame Words as 
he uſed after the Sacrament. The Lonp bleſs you, i _. 
and keep you: The LORD cauſe his Face to ſhine upon niſt 
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You, and give you Peace, And the Gop of Peace Ml *" 
_ ain from the Dead our — Jeſus I be. 
— through the of the Everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfect in good Work to de bis Will, Wn 
working in you that which is pleajong in his Sight, 1 
— Fefus Chrift, to whom be Glory forever | 
and ever, Amen. Adding, Farewel, farewel peo 
dear Friends: Remember me to all Taunton. tat 


— you and them, if I never ſee your Faces I r! 
more, 3 


| 
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more, go home, and live over what I have preach- 
ed to you; and the Lorp provide for you when I 
am gone. O let not all my Labours and Suffer- 
ings let not my waſted Strength, my uſeleſs Limbs 


e up in Judgment againſt you at the Da 
of the Lok p. 4 N. 


Ar another Time ſome coming to viſit him, he 
ſpake thus, O my Friends, let your Coverſation 
be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, whether I 
am preſent or abſent, Live what I have: ſpoken 
to you in the Name of the LoxD: Now I cannot 
ch to you, let my waſted Strength, and uſeleſs 

imbs be a Sermon to you. Behold me] I cannot 
move a Finger: All this is come upon me for your 
dakes and the Goſpel's. It is for Chriſt and you 
that I bave thus ſpent myſelf; I am afraid leſt ſome 
of you, after all that I have ſpoken to you, ſhould: 
eloſtin the World. There are many Profeſſors wha. 
can pray well, and talk well, whom yet we ſhall 
ind at the left Hand of Chri/t another Day. You 
have your Trades, your Eſtates, your Relations; 
de not taken with theſe, but with God, O live on 
Him. For the Lord's Sake go home and take 
Heed of the World, of worldly Cares, worldly 
Comforts, worldly Friends. And then he added; 


Taz Lord having given Authority to his Mi- 
niſters to bleſs his People, I accordingly bleſs yu: 
And fo he did in the Words formerly recited. And 
he converſed with all that came to viſit him as he 
was able, looking always chearful upon them, and 
never, in the leaſt complaining of his Afflictions. 


In February he was very deſirous to return to his 
people, Which his Doctor aſſented to; ſearing 
that Dorche/ter Air in March would be too ſharp 
tor him; and judging that it might conduce why | 


'Y 
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Cure to have his Mind ſatisfied. At his Returf 
he was much pleaſed with the Sight of that Place 
and of his People, who came flocking about him, 
and he ſo increaſed in Strength that within aWeek 
after he was able to feed himſelf. But to prevent 
any Prejudice that might come by the rg 
Viſits of Friends, he removed to Mr. Mallact's 
Houſe where he found moſt kind Entertainment. 


Tuaxxx he increaſed in Strength till the Begin- 
ing of April, and then he declined again, and was 
ſoon after taken with Convulſive Fits, whereof he 
had divers the firſt Day and Night: But by God's 
Blefling upon Means, he was Freed from them for 
about three Weeks, and then, being alone in his 
Chamber, he was taken with a Fit, wherein he 
fell to the Ground and hurt his Face, and his 
Noſe bled much, which Blood was clotted and 

t; which made his Phyſicians conclude that 
that Fall ſaved his Life: For probably had not 
that Blood come from his Head, he had died in 
that Fit. Going to Bed he ſlept fo well that Night 
that he waked in the Morning much refreſhed, 
— 2 of the Praiſes of Gop for his Mercies to 

i 


AFTER this he lived always in ExpeQation of 
Death, ſaying often, It is but a Puff and I am gone, 
and therefore every Night after Prayer, he uſed to 
bid all the Family farewel, ſaying he might be 
dead before Morning. Whilſt he was — 
he would be diſcourſing of ſpiritual Things, 
when he lay down to his Reſt, he uſed to o to 
his Wife, we ſhall ſhortly be in another 
Farewel my dear Heart, the Loxp bleſs thee. 
His firſt Speeches in the Morning uſually were, 
now we have one Day more, here is one more 


for Gop, now let us live well this Day, — 
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hard ſor our Souls, lay up much Treaſure in Hea- 
ven this Day, for we have but a few to lie. 


Hence forward the Strength of his Limbs were 
ſo much repaired, that they feared not his relapſ- 
ing again. But about May 6th, he began to find 

eakneſs in his Stomach, which quickly ſo grew 
upon him that he loſt the Uſe of his Limbs again, 
and May 12th having lain ſome Days and Nights 
in cold Sweats (as formerly) he was again taken 
with Convulfions, and having continued in a 
Trance about four Hours, his Friends weeping a- 
bout him, he at laſt ſpake to them, Weep not for” 
me, my Work is done: and immediately fell into/ 
i violent Conyulfion, that held him two Hours, 
and preſently after into another, wherein he rattled- 
and was cold, inſomuch as they thought every 
Breath would be his laſt, His Ph ficians ſai 
that his Pulſe was gone, and that he would 
* in a few gf But Joy: ſhew'd his 
ower in reviving him d all Expectation; 
yet he was not able to ſpeak 2 Word to them till 
the next Day, nor did he perfectly recover it till 
four Days after. Thus he continued very weak 
untill July, moſtly confined to his Bed, yet chear- 
= and free to diſcourſe with any that viſited 
Im. a 


* 


A ProposaL was made by his Wife to the 
Doctors, whether the Bath was not fit for him? 
dome were for it, others againſt it; but he him - 
(elf was very eager for it. And a Horſe Litter being 
rovided for him, tho' he had not for many Days 
been out of his Bed, yet did the LorD ſo ftrength + 
en him that in two Days after he went almoſt forty 
Mies to the Bath. The Doctors there wondered 
| x ſee ſuch an Object, _———— — 
ſuch a Journey alive, and were v | 2 
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put him in; but againſt their Judgments he re- 
ſolved to venture himſelf. 


Ar his firſt appearing in the Bath he was 
ſuch a Skelleton that the Ladies were affrighted to 
ſee him, as if Death had come among them, and 
they could not endure to look upon him. When 
he went firſt in he could ſtay but a very little while, 
yet found much refreſhing by it, and had no 
Symptoms of his Fits, as was much feared, B 

 Gop's Bleſſing upon this Means, and drinking 
Goat's Milk, in three Weeks Space, he could 
walk about his Chamber and feed himſelf: His 
Appetite came again, and his Strength increaſed: 
And thus he continued *till his Death drew near. 


DuxrixG this Time he grew 8 in 
Grace, to the Joy of thoſe about him. He had 
much Communion with Gon, and often ſuch Ra- 
viſhments of Spirit from the Conſolation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that he was not able to expreſs them, 
nor his weak Body to bear them. He was more 
chearful than formerly, and exceeding affectionate 
to his Wife, and to all his Friends, eſpecially to 
ſuch as were moſt heavenly: And the Lory was 
pleaſed to order it ſo by his Providence, that many 
ſuch came to make Uſe of the Bath, as Mr. Fair- 
clough, Mr. Haw of Torrington, Mr. Joſeph Ber- 
zard, and divers of his Taunton Friends, which 
was a great Comfort to him, oi 
 HeRE he had many Viſiters, both Friends and 
Strangers, Who came to ſee and diſcourſe with 
him, having heard what a Monument of Mercy 
he was; and to all of them he could ſo enlarge 
himſelf upon all the Paſſages of Gop's dealing 
with him, as gave much Content to all that heard 
kim: And it did much affect many, who were 
Strangers 
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Strangers to Gop and Religion as well as to him. 
He found much Favour even among the worſt, 
both Gentry and others: Such as would make a 
Scoff at Religion in others, would hearken to 
him; yea tho” he faithfully reproved them for their 
Oaths, exceſſive drinking, wanton Carriage. And 
there was none of them but did moſt thankfull 

accept it from him, and ſhew'd him more Reſpett 
after than they had done before. In which he ob- 
ſerved much of Gop's Goodneſs to him, end 
would often ſay, O how good is it to be faithful 
unto Gop: One of the vileſt of theſe Perſons ſaid 


of him,, that he never ſpake with ſuch a Man in 
his Liſe. 


His Reproofs were managed with ſo much Re- 
ſpect. to their Perſons and Places, that they ſaid, 
they could not but take them well, tho' they were 
ſharp and. plain: And his Manner was before he 
intended to.reprove them, often in the Bath to 
diſcourſe with them of ſuch Things as might be 
pleaſing to them, which did ſo engage their Aﬀec- 
tions that they delighted to converſe with him, 
who was furniſhed with Matter of Diſcourſe for 
any Company, deſigning to make Uſe of it for 
ſpiritual Ends, by which Means he caught many. 


| Herz tho? he had many Diverſions, by his con- 
fant bathing every Day, and frequent Viſits, be- 
ſides his Weakneſs, yet he kept his conſtant Sea- 
fon, four Times a: Day, for his holy Retirements. 
Firſt in the Morning from Five o'Clock *till Se- 
ren, at which Time he was carried to the Bath, 
and again before Dinner, but then he ſpent leſs 
Time, and about half an Hour before Twoy juſt ' 
before he went abroad, he appointed his Chair 
Man, that carried him to the Bath, to fetch him 
about Three O'Clock, and to carry him tothe © 
2 „ 2M 2;öÜ ẽ R—_ 
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Schools and Alms-Houſes, and to the Godly Poor, 
efpecially the Widows, to whom he gave Money ; 
and he would pray and confer with them about their 
ſpiritual State, engaging the Teachers and Gover. 
nors to teach them the Catechiſm, whereof he bought 
and gave them many Dozens for the Uſe of their 
Scholars, and many other ſmall] Books which he 
judged uſeful for them; and about a Week or Fort. 
night aſter he weuld again viſit them to ſee what 
Progreſs they had made. lh 4k 


Hz alſo engaged ſeveral Perſons to ſend theit 
Children once a Week to him to be catechiſed b 
him; and he had about ſixty or ſeventy Childfe 
that came to him every LoRD's Day, who profited 
much by his Inſtructions, *till ſome took ſuch Of. 
fence at it, that he was forced to deſiſt, and the 
Schoolmaſter was threatned to be brought into the 
Biſhop's Court at Welli for it. He alſo ſent for all 
the godly Poor he could hear oi in the City, whom 
he entertained at his Chamber, and gave them Mo- 
ney according to his Ability, as a Thenk-effering 
unto Gop for his Mercy to him, and procured 
two of the afere-named Miniſters to aſſt him in 
keeping a Day of Thanſgiving for the ſame. Tho' 
his Sicknefs had been long and his Expences great; 
yet, he thought he could never do encugh for him 
from whom he had received all. He always gave. 
Money or Apples to all the Children that came to. 
be catechiſed by him, beſides what he gave to their 
Teachers and the Poor; and having made Provi- 
ſton for his Wife, he reſolved to lay up the reſt in 
Heaven; often ſaying, that having no Children' f 
tis own, God's Children” ſhould have his Eflate. 


- His 1 Work was to ſend Letters to all his Re- 


tions and intimate Friends, whom he exhorted to 
brve his Conſe, for jt yas like fo be his Ta 
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He had a great Deſire to go to Mr. 7e 7p Bernard's, 
which was about five Miles from Bath, to promote 
the Exerciſe of Catechiſing in Samer ſet and Wilthhire. 
Mr. Bernard having had a great Deliverance as well 
as himſelf, he propoſed to him, that by Way of 
Thank-offering unto Gop, they ſhould engage to 
join in the Printing ſix Thouſand of the Aſſemblies 
Catechiſms, and to raiſe ſome Money among other 
Fnends to ſend to every Miniſter in thoſe Counties: 
that would engage in the Work, and alſo to give 
to the Children for their Encouragement in Learn- 
ing it; which was effected by Mr. Bernard, after 
« Allein's Deceaſe. 


Mr. Allein finding himſelf again decline, judged 
that it proceeded from want of Bathing, and there- 
fore returned to the Bath again, where (by the Ad- 
vice of the Doctor) he made Uſe of the Hot-Bath, 
the Croſi- Bath being now too cold for him, and for 
four Days ſeemed to be refreſhed by it ; but upon 
the zd of November there appeared a great Change 
in his Countenance, and he found a great Alteration 
in himſelf ; and ſome Friends coming to viſit him, 


he deſired them to pray for him, for his Time was. 
very. ſhort. 


AFTER they had dined he was in a more than: 
ordinary Manner tranſported. with Affections to his 
Wife, whom he thanked for all her Care and Pains: 
about him, puting up moſt affectionate Petitions to 
Gop for her; and the like alſo he did after Sup- 


per. f 


AFTER this, he called for a Pratiice of Piety, 
and turning from his Wife, he read to himſelf the 
Meditation about Death; which his Wife taking 
Notice of, aſked him if he judged his End to be 
nrar? He anſwered that he knew not, but within 

| | 29 a few 
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a few-Days ſhe ſhould ſee. Then he deſired her to . 
read two Chapters to him, as ſhe uſually did every 
Night, and ſo he haſted to Bed (being not able to 
pray with them) undrefling himſelf, more than he 
had done of many Months before. In Bed he com- 
plained of a Stoppage in his Head, and had ſome- 
thing given him to prevent his Fits, yet within a. 
Quarter of an Hour he had a ſtrong Convni/ion, and 
Gon was pleaſed to deny Succeſs, notwithſtanding 
all Means uſed to remove it; theſe Fits continued 
for two Days and Nights without an Hours In- 


termiſſion. 


Hs Fits were very terrible to behold; but Prayer 
being made, that if the Loxp ſaw fit, He would, 
fa far mitigate his Hand upon him, that he might 
yet utter his Mind unto them before his Departure; 
the Lon p was pleaſed to return a gracious Anſwer: 
For whereas he had not ſpoken from Tueſday Night 
before, upon Friday Morning, about three o Clock, 
he called for his Wife, ſpeaking very intelligible; 
(by Times) all that Day; and that Night, after he 

ze wich an audible Voice for ſixteen Hours: 
This continued, with ſome little Intermiſſion, till, 
on Saturday in the Evening he departed. 


8 Nl nennen enen 
. ABouT Three that Afternoon, he had (as thoſe, 
about him conceived) ſome Conflicts with Satan; 
for he uttered theſe Words, Away thou foot Fiend ; 
thou Enemy of all Mankind ; thou ſubtile Saphifter : 
Art thou come now to moleſt me; Now that I am juſt; 
going ! Now that I am ſo weak, and when Death is 
me Trouble me not; for I am none of thine'; 1 
am the Lox 's; Chriſt is mine, and I am bis: His: 
by Covenant : I have ſworn myſelf to be the LoRD's, 
and his I will be. oy be gone. Which Words 
he repeated oft over, Be gone, Be gone. In his Conn 
verſe wich his Wife he ſpent moſt of that Time in 
heavenly 


22 Jorrrit® ALL PIV. l 
en 1 profitable Diſcourſes; K fpraking much. 

he Place, * which he was | goings and his Deſire 
ta 1 775 rel 0 be. as he — 
ing) of Marriage- ay 3 it will * T 9 . 
what a Jet Day will that be! 2 


Haz. ſome Broth, brought him, be lud, Bleſ- 
kd be the Lox p for theſe. R 2 in the Way 
Home : But, O how ſweet. will Heaven be ! And, 
t another Time he ſaid, I hope to be ſhortly here 
[ſhall neither need Meat, nor Drink, nor Cloaths. 


We he looked u = hls weak and conſumed. 
Hands, he ſa id theſe L. be changed z This vile, 
lach all be made. e Wen ia Body. 1 


Axp again, O what a glociods Day will the Day 
ak the Reſurrection be! Methinks I fee it by Faith. 
How will the Saints then lift up their Heads and, 
rjoyce ? And How ſadly will the wicked World, 
book then ? 


Mori 7 3:3 > dont wee nie 
Ole o et us make Hts! Leno wilh 
eule ebe for . 5 


1 

Ir we long to be in ae let us haſten ich, 
A Work; tor when that is done, away We ſhall 
e HON, | 


02 THIS vain, fooliſh World! I wonder how rea- 
bnable Creatures can ſo dote upon it! What is in 
worth. the looking after? I care not to he in it 
pnger than my . hath doing or ſuffering 
be Fart me z- were that Ar then farewell to; 


i 


the Love of Cori; 
and others to Obe- 
Cience 


Hs hs oft in * 
e that, exciting himſz 
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dience to Chrift ; often ſpeaking of his Suffering: 
and of his Glory: As alſo of his -Letters ; for 
ſo he ſtiled the Hiſtory of his Life, Death, Reſur- 
tection, Aſcenſion, and of his ſecond Coming; 
his Thoughts of which, he was oft much raviſh'd 
with. b 


Hz would be often reckoning up the choice To- 
kens which Chri/t had ſent him: As, Firſt, Pardon 
of Sin. Secondly, A Patent for Heaven, "Thirdly, 
The Gift of the Spirit, Fourthly, The Robe o 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Laſtly, The Guard of his 
Angels ; and this laſt he did frequently ſolace him- 
ſelf in, in the Times of Impriſonment, and elſe- 
where; and would ſay to his Wife, though we have 
not ſuch Attendants and Servants as the Great Ones 
of the World have, yet we have God's bleſſed An- 
gels ſtill to wait upon us, to miniſter to us, and to 
watch over us while we are ſteeping; to go along 
with us in our Journies, and ſtill to preſerve us from 
the Rage of Men and Devils. 


4 3 of St. 9 e Gf Sal win ce 
f pters of St. 8 , eſpecially with Cbriß 
rting Words — — for Ns Dipl In 
brief, his Heart, his Lips, his Life was filled with 
Grace, which did ſhine forth both in Health and 
Sickneſs, in Proſperity and Adverſity, in his own 
Houſe and in God's Houſe; that few that converſed 
with him, but would acknowledge they were Gain 
ers by him. 


Ar Mr. Allein's firſt coming to Taunton, he ſo- 
journed with Mr. Netton, and after his Ordina- 
tion, adminiſtred all Ordinances joyntly with him, 
though he were but an Afi/tant, who highly eſteem- 
ed and dearly loved him. At this Time he was in 


League with her whom he afterwards marries, 


and 
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ind Mr. Newton obferving his reſtleſs Þirit, wich 
put him upon many tedious Journies, every Fort- 
night, of twenty- five Miles, to give her a Viſit; 
thereupon he perfuaded them to confummate theis 
Marriage, which they did accordingly, O#4ber 4, 
1655. Aſter which they lived with Mr. Newton 
dmoſt two Yeats, and Were very kindly entertain. 
& by hmm : 


Ar the End of this Time, conceiving they migh 


be more uſeful by turning Houſe-keepers, they too 
an Houſe, and Mrs. Allein fer up a Seele 
School, and had many Tables and Scholars 
Their Family was ſeldom lefs than twenty, ſome- 
tithes thirty; and het School uſually contained 
fifty of ſitty, many coming out of ty Ton and 
Neighbour 06d, beſides” their Boarders. And the 
Lok Þ was pleaſed exceedingly to bleſs their La- 
bours j ſo that in a few Years many of them were, 
converted, who before were Strangers to Gov. 
Al the” Scholars called Mr. Albin F r and in- 
deed he had far more Care af them than moſt of 
pron > owe gf had. . r 
His Pragtice in his Family w was twice a Day to 
read the Scriptures, to ſing a Pſalm, and to io pays. 
cxcept when he calechiſed? 2905 was co ly 
once; if not twice a Weck. Of every Chapter 
that was read, he expected an e and alſo 
of every Sermon. He dealt with both his Servants 
frequently, together and apart about the ſpiritual 
Eſtate of their Souls, preſſing them to perform all 
Duties, both of the firſt and ſecond Table: He? 
alſo gave them ſundry Books ſuitable ta their C 
cities and Conditions, of which they gave a veel. 
ou how they! had 9 
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His Loxp's Day Work was very great; for 
though he preached but once in Taunten, yet he 
conſtantly was employ'd the other Part of the Day, 
either in aſſiſting ſome of his Brethren, or at ſuch 
Places where a Miniſter was wanting, In his pub- 
lick itions, and his Catechiſing, his own Fa- 
mily, both Scholars and Servants, anſwered him 
when their Turn came as well as others. 


H was an holy and tenderly affectionate Hu- 
band; he expreſſed his Love by his great Care for 
her both in Sickneſs and in Health; in his Prov 
ſion for her after his Deceaſe; in his Delight in 
her Company, ſaying often that it was irkſome to 
make a Meal without her : He uſed to impart unto 
her all his Affairs that were fit for her to be ac- 
zuainted with, and to conſult with her about them: 
He ſpared not to reprove her faithfully for whatl: 
ever he judged amiſs; and if himſelf bad at any 
Time given her Offence, he would defire her to 
paſs it by, profeſſing that he was reſtleſs in his Spi: 
rit till he had done it. | ary 


Hz was frequent in keeping Days of Humilia- 
tian, ally. before the Sacrament. _ He was a 
ſtrict Obſerver of the Sabbaths,. the Duties whereot 
he did perform. with ſuch Joy and Alacrity of Spi- 
rit, both in publick and private, as tended much 
to the Edification of thoſe that joyned with him; 
the like Practice he preſſed much upon Chriſtians, 
that they ſhould ſpend. the Sabbaths more in Praiſe 
and Thankſgivings, as being Days of holy, Rejoy- 
cing in Chr:/t. our Redeemer, \ | 


Hz would be much troubled if he heard any 
Smiths, or Shoomakers, at work in their Trades 
before he was in his Duties with Gop, ſaying, 0 
bow this Noiſe ſhames me ! Dath not my 2 

erud 
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ſerve more than theirs? From Four o' Clock till 
Eight he ſpent in Prayer, Meditation, and Singin 
of Pſalms, which he much delighted in, and did 
daily practice when alone, as well as in Company; 
then having refreſhed himſelf about the Space of 
Half an Hour, he went to Family Duties, and 


after that, to his Study till about Eleven or Twelve 
o'Clock. 


HAviNG refreſhed himſelf a while after Dinner, 
he retired into his Study to ſecret Prayer, and then 
went abroad amongſt thoſe Families which he was 
to viſit: He went forth about Two o'Clock, and 
ſeldom returned before ſeven : He would often 
ſay, Grove me that Chriftian that accounts bis Time 
more precious than Gold. He catechiſed once a 
Week in publick, and repeated the Sermon with 
he preached on the LorD's-Day, on Tueſdays in the 
Evening. 


Ix his viſiting from Houſe to Houſe he found 
much Difficulty, it having not been practiſed for- 
merly'; yet after in publick he had preached up the 
Miniſters Duty to their People, and theirs to re- 
ceive them when they cõme to promote the Good 
of their Souls, he preſently ſet upon the Work, 
wherein his Maaner was thus : 


H took up a Catalogue of the Names of all the 
Families in each Strect; and a Day or two before 
he intended to viſit them, he uſed to fend them 
Word fo they might be at home, and that he might 
know whether they were willing to receive him or 
no? Such as ſent flight Excuſes, or refuſed to admit 
him, he would notwithſtanding go to; and if they 
ſhut their Doors againſt him, (as ſome would) he 
would ſpeak ſome few affectionate Words to them, 
and ſo depart ; And ſhortly after he would —_— 
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with Words ſo full-of Love and Expreſſions MI  ! 
of his great Deſires of doing Good to their Souls, a Wh W 
id often mollify and N their Hearts, o ſhc 
at many of them aferwards entertained him rea. 
dily. - And iu the Practice of this Duty, he viſited 
the Poor as well as the Rich, though ſome of 
their Houſes were very noiſome;; But, though his 
Labours were fo abundant, yet, for nine Years.to- 
gether, he was not under the leaſt Diſtemper for one 
tos of an Her. 


"Hts. Wife, ſuſpecting that his extraordinary La- 
bours would bring him into Diſcaſes, laboured to 
perſuade him ſomewhat to abate of them, he an- 
wered, I bat have I Strength for, but to ſpend it 
er God? Thou art like Peter, fill crying, Spare 
thyſelf, but I muff net bearken unte thee no mare than 
MAT SPIE: nol ws Ln, 


> 87a 

He was very temperate in his Diet, andthough 
he had a ſharp Appetite, yet he would moderato it, 
knowing that it would much conduce to his Health, 
His Converſe at Meals was very profitable and plea- 
lagt Nays he was at Home or Abroad, he 
wou pportunities of ſpeaking ſomething to 
27 


Hz was much in admiring the Mercies of Goo 
in every Meal, and was ſtill ſo pleaſed in the Pro- 
viſion that was made for him, that he would oſten 
ay he lived far better than the Great Ones of the 
World, whoſe Tables were far better furniſhed. 
For he enjoyed Gop in all, and ſaw his Love and 
Bounty in what he received from him every Meal. 
.Whence (ſpeaking to his Wife) he would ſay, 0 
: Wife, I live a voluptuous Life : But (bleſſed be Gon) 
it is pen - ſpiritual Dainties ; ſuch as the Merl nc: 
Aber knows nar taſtes of. 1 | 
won 8 n 7 Do: att | v Ut 
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H was much in minding the Poor that were in 
Want of all Things, oſten wondering that Gon 
ſhould make ſuch a Difference between him and 
them, both for this World, and for that to come: 
And his Charity was ever beyond his Eſtate. There 
were but few (if any) poor F amilies, but he knew 
their Neceſſities, and did either by himſelf or by his 
Friends relieve them; ſo that his Houſe was ſeldom 
free from ſuch as came to make their Complaints to 
him. He uſed to buy Peaſe and Flitches of Bacon, 
and diſtribute them twice a year in the cold and 
hard Seaſons, He kept ſeveral Children at School 
upon his own Coſt : Bought many Books and Ca- 
techiſms, and had many thouſand of Prayers printed, 
which he gave away among the Poor. And when 
his Brethren of the Miniſtry were caſt out of their 
Places, he himſelf gave Four Pounds per Amum 
towards making a publick Stock for them, b . | 
Example he excited many others to do the E; 
yea, upon other Occaſions (which frequently fell 
out) he was ſo open-handed that, He gave Offence- 1,>- 
to his Friends; ſo that many in the Town _-— = 
to give what they had with him for, becauſe, . #1 
he gave ſo much. des all this, the Neceſſities 4$,, 88 
of his Father, and of many other, his Relati . 1 
where ſtil] craving his Help, and he miniſtred unfo' 
them without grudging. And when he had re- ws 
ceived a more than or Mercy, he would ſet 7 , ü 
apart ſome Portion of his Eſtate, which he dedicat: , 8 
ed to the Lox p as a Thank-offering, to be employed 3; 


in pious and charitable Uſes. 1 | 
Wurm his Wife would have moderated him in x 


theſe Expences, his Anſwer was, That he waslgy- * | 

ing up for Gop, and Gor would repay him j md 

that by liberal Things he ſhould tand, when other ” 

* hay it ſhould fall. That if he 2 3 

ringly, uld reap ſparingly; if bauntifullys: ble i 
Vor. XXIV. 2 mould | 
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Hou reap bountifully. And notwithſtanding all 
that he did in his Life-Time, in this kind, 
when he came to die, he had ſomething left to dif- 
of to his Relations, and to his BRthren of the 
iniſtry, beſides the comfortable Proviſion that he 
had made for his Wife. | 


In brief, his whole Life was a continued Ser- 
mon, holding forth the Doctrines which he preach- 
ed, of Humility, Self-denial, Patience, Meekneſßz, 
Content, Faith, Love to Gos, his Church, and 
People, the bleſſed Fruit of all which he now reaps 
in Heaven, where he is ſinging Praiſes unto Gon 
and the Lamb, which was his great Delight whilſt 
he lived in this World, a 
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An Earneſt Invitation to Sinners 
to turn to GoD. 


Dcarly beloved and longed for, 
Gladly acknowled elf a Debtor to you all,, 
and = — 11 would be Nd. 
Steward to the Houſhold of Gop, to give 2 
every one his Portion. But the Phyſician is moſt 
ſollicitous for thoſe Patients, whoſe Eaſe is moſt 
doubtful and hazardous, and the Father's Bowels 
are eſpecially turned towards his dying Child. The 
Number of the unconverted Souls among you, call 
for my moſt earneſt Compaſſions, and haſty Dili- 
ce to pluck them out of the burning. And there- 
fore to theſe firſt I ſhall apply myſelf in theſe Lines. 


BuT whence ſhall I fetch my Arguments, or 
how ſhall I chuſe my Words? Lorp, wherewith' 
ſhall I woo them? Wherewith ſhall I win them? 
Oh, that I could but tell! I would write unto - 
them in Tears, I would weep out every Argument, 
I would empty my Veins 7 Ink, I would petition 
them on my Knees; verily (were I able) I would. 
Oh, how thankful would 1 be, if they would be- 
prevailed with to repent and turn! N 


How long have I travailed in Birth with you 


How frequently have I made Suit to you? How 
O 3 often 
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often would I have gathered you? How inſtant have 
I been with you? That is 1 have prayed for 
and ſtudied for, for many Years, that I might brin 

you to GoÞp; Oh, that I might but do it! WI 

you yet be entreated? O what a happy Man might 
you yet make me, if you would but hearken to 
me, and ſuffer me to carry you over to Jeſus 
Chrift. | | $4 WE +: | 3 


Bor, Lozd, how inſufficient am I for this Mort! 
I have been many a Year wooing for thee, but the 
Damſel would not go with me. 2 D, what a Taſ 
haſt thou ſet me to do! Alas! wherewith ſtall I 
Pierce the Scales of Leviathan, or make the Heart te: 


* 


feel that is hard as a Stone; hard as a Piece of the 


nether Milflone! Shall I go and lay my Mouth to the 


Grave, and look when the Dead will obey me, and 


come forth? Shall I make an Oration to the Racks, 
er declaim to the Mountains, and think ts move them, 
with Arguments? Shall I give the Blind to ſee? 
From the Beginning of the World was it nat heard 
that a Man opened the Eyes of the Blind; But thou,. 
O Lok, canft pierce the Scales and prick the Heart 
of the Sinner. 1 can but draw the Bow at a Venture, 
and do thou direct the Arrow between the Foints of 
2 and kill the Sin, and ſave the Soul of a 

inner. (if 


An, my Beloved! refreſh my Bowels in the 
Lorp. F there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, any 
Comfort of Love, any Fellowſbip of the Spirit, any 
 Bowels and Mercies, Fulfill you my Foy, Now give 

yourſelves unto the Lox D. Now ſet yourſelves to 
to ſeek Him. Now ſet up the Lox D Is us in your 
Hearts, and ſet Him up in your Houſes. No 
come in and kiſs the Son, and nnn. 
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Touch his Scepter and live; Why will 

ou die I beg not for myſelf; but fain I would 
have ou happy: This is the Prize I run for, and 
the White I aim at. A Sou, Defire and Prayer 


far you is, that you may be ſaved.. 


DEARLY BELOVED, would you rejoice the Heart 
of your Miniſter? Then embrace the Counſels of 
teLonp by me: Forego your Sins: Set to Prayer: 
Up with the Worſhip of Gop in your Families: 
Keep at a Diſtance from the Corruptions of the 
Times. What greater Joy to a Miniſter, than to 
hear of Souls born unto Chri/t by him, and that his 
Children walk in the Truth, 73 John 4. * 


Brun zx, I beſeech you ſuffer friendly Plain- 
neſs and Freedom with you in your deepeſt Con- 
cernments. I am not playing the Orator to make 
a learned Speech to you. Theſe Lines are upon a 
weighty Errand indeed, viz. to convince and con- 
vert you; I am not fiſhing for your Applauſe, but 
for your Souls. My Work is not to pleaſe you, 
but to ſave you; nor is my Buſineſs with your an- 
cies, but your Hearts. If I have not your Hearts, 
I have-nothing. If I were to pleaſe your Ears, 1 
could ſing another Song. If T were to preach my- 
ſelf, I would ſteer another Courſe: I could then 
tell you a ſmoother. Tale. If I were to quiet a cry- 
ing Infant, I might rock him aſleep: But when the 
Child is fallen into the Fire, the Parent takes ano- 
ther Courſe; ſhe will not go to ſtill him with a 
Song, I know if we ſpeed not with you, you are. 
loſt,” If we cannot get your Conſent to ariſe, and 
come away, you periſh for ever. No Converſion, 
and no Salvation. | 


of M 
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Bur here the Difficulty of my Work recurs.— 
Lokp, chuſe my Stones p< the Brook; I come in 
the Name of the LoD of Hoſts, the Gop of 'the 
Armies of Iſrael. I come YH like the Stripling 10 
Ga, to twrefile not with Flaſb and Blood, but with 
Principalities and Peters, a4the Rulers of the Dark- 
15 2 this World, This Day let the Loxp ſmile 

Philiſtine, and ſpoil the Aro Man of his * 
and give me to fetch off the ſlrong Man out of hit 
Hand. LoRrD, chuſe my Words, be chop my Weapons 
for me; and when 1 put my Hand into the Bag, and 
take thence a Stone, do Tha carry it to the Mark, 
and make it fink, not into the F wehead, but the Heart 
EI unconverted Sinner. Thou haſt "ſent me, as A- 

ham did Eleazar, to take a Wife unto my Maſter 

Sen, but my diſcouraged Soul is ready 10 tar the 

oman will na not be willing to Laue me. O Lonp 
God of my Maſter, I pray 4 end me good Speed 
this Day, "my end thine An 2 be ore a and 5 
my Way, that I may take al; ife unto thy 


Bur I turn me unto you. Some of you do not 
know what I mean by Converſion, and in vain 
ſhall I perſuade you to that which you do not un- 
derſtand, and therefore for your Sales I ſhall ſhew, 
what this Converſion is. Others cheriſh ſecret Hopes 
of Mercy, though they continue as — be, and ſor 
| them I mult ſhew the 52 yy of Converſion. Others 
are like to harden themſelves 
that they are converted already, unto them I muſt 
ſhew the Marks of the Unconverted. Others, be- 
cauſe they feel no Harm, fear none, and ſo ſleep 


ſecurely; to them I ſhall ſhew the Miſery of the Us- 


converted. Others fit ſtill, becauſe they fee not their 
Way out; to them I ſhall ſhew the Means of Con- 
verſion. And, finally, for the — of all, I 


ſhall cloſe with th; Motiven Converſion, 


AN 


with a vain Conceit, 
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CHAP. L 


ay what CoxveRsION is not, and e | 


ſeme Miſtakes about it. 7 


TEE the blind ee worſhip 
know not what. Let the Heathen 
3 L thenians ſuperſcribe their Altar unto the 
Lk XX of unknown Gor. Let the guileful Pa- 

pi/ts commend the Mother of Deſtruc- 

tion for the Mother of Devotion: They that know 
theNature of the reaſonable Sou], cannot but know 
that the Underſtanding havin the Empire in the 
Sou], he that will gor rationally to Wor 

's 
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eee ht here. And therefore, that 
poſe. N 


the Converſion I perſuade you to endea· 
Your ea . 
Tat 
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Tax Devil hath made many Counterfeits of this 
Converſion, and cheats one with this, and another 
with that; and ſuch a Craft he hath, in this My. 
ſtery of Deceits, that, if it were poſſible, he would 
deceive the very Elect. Now, that I may cure the 
damnable Miſtakes of ſome, who think they are 
converted when they are not, as well as remove the 
Fears of others, that think they are not converted 
when they are; I ſhall ſhew you the Nature of 
Converſion, both negatively, or what it is not, and 
politively what it is, 


Wr will begin with the Negative. 


1. Ir ts not the taking on us the Pro Chri- 
tanity. Doubtieſs Chriſtianity an Fo a 
ame. It lies not in Word, but in Power. If to 

ceaſe to be Jews and Pagans, and to put on the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion had been true Converſion, (as 
this is all that ſome would have underſtood by it) 
who better Chriſtians than they of Sardis and Law 
dicea? Theſe were all Chriſtians. by Profeſſion, 
and had a Name to live, but becauſe they had but 
a Name, are condemned by Chrift. - Are there not 
many that name the Name of the Loxp Ixsus, 
that yet depart not from Iniquity ? and profels th 
know Gop, but in Works deny Him? And wi 
God receive theſe for true Converts? What! Con- 
verts from Sin, when yet they live in Sin? It is a 
viſible Contradiction. Surely, if the Lamp of Pro- 
ſeſſion would have ſerved the Pan, the fooliſh Vir 
ins had never been ſhut out. We find not only 
Profellors, but Preachers of Chriſi, and W onder- 
workers turned off, becauſe Evil-workers, Mail, 
2. Ir 


* we 
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2. Ir is not the being waſhed in the Laver of Re- 
generation, or putting on the Badge of Chriſ in 
Baptiſm. Many wear the Livery of Chrii, that 
yet never follow their Leader. How fondly do many 
miſtake here, deceiving, and being deceived! dream» 
ing that effectual Grace is neceflarily tied to the ex- 
ternal Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, Hence Men 


fancy, that being erated already, when bap- 
hed” thy tend e Work: "> 


WERE this true, we need look no farther to ſee 
our Names written in Heaven, than only to ſearch 
the Regiſter, and ſee whether we were baptized; 
Then I would keep the Certificate of my Baptiſm, 
as my faireſt Evidence for Heaven: Then Men 
ſhould do well to carry but a Certificate of their 
Baptiſm when died, (as the 5 would 
be buried with the Biſhop's Bond in his Hand, which 
he had given him for receiving his Alms in atiother 
World) and upon Sight of this there were no Doube 
of their Admiſſion into Heaven. "ae 


Ix ſhort, if there be no more neceſſary to Con- 
verſion than to be baptized, we will no more ſay, 
Araigbt is the Gate, and narrow is the Way: For f 
all has were baptized are faved, wide is the Gate, 
and broad is the Way that leadeth unto Life; if this 
be true, whole Pariſhes, yea, whole Countries, and 
whole Kingdoms may go in a Breaſt, and we will 
no more teach, that the Righteous is ſcarcely ſaved, 
or that there is Need of taking the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Violence, and ftriving to enter in. If 
the Way be fo eafy, it is more ado'than needs, to 
put ourſelves to fuch _— and Seeking, and 
Knocking, and Fighting, and Wreſtling. Te this 
be true, we will no more ay, few there be that 
fd it; yea, we will rather ſay, few there be that 

| - mi 
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miſs.it: We will no more ſay, that of theymany 
wh are called, but few are - I and that even 
of the profeſſing //rael, but a Remnant ball be ſaved, 
If this Doctrine be true, we will not ſay any more 
with the Diſciples, Ibo then ſhall be ſaved? but 
rather, Who then ſhall not be ſaved? Jo 


Bx it more or leſs that is received in Baptiſm, if, 
when Men come to Years, they are evidently un- 
ſanctified, they muſt be renewed again, by a tho- 
rough and powerful C pop. they cannot 
eſcape the Damnation of Hell. Friends and Bre- 

_ thren, be not deceived, Gop is not mocked. Whe- 
ther it be Baptiſm, or whatever elſe that you 

pretend, I tell you from the living Gop, that if 
any of you be. prayerleſs Perſons, or unclean, or 
malicious, or covetous, or riotous, or a Scoffer, 
or a Lover of evil Company. In a Word, if you 
are not holy, ſtrict, and ſelf-denying Chriftians, 
you cannot be ſaved, except you be transformed by 
a further Work upon you, and renewed again by 
Repentance. | | 
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3. Ir lies not in a Moral Righteouſneſs. This ex- 
ceeds not the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, and therefore cannot bring us to the Kingdom 
of Gop. Paul was, while unconverted, touching 
the Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, blameleſs. 
The Self-juſticiary could ſay, I am no Extortioner, 
Adulterer, unju/t, &c. Luke xviii. 11. Thou mult 
have ſomething more than all this to ſhew, or elſe 
(however thou mayeſt juſtify thyſelf). Gon will 
condemn thee. I condemn not Morality, but warn 
you not to reſt here: Piety includes, Morality, 3 
Chriſtianity doth Humanity; and Grace, Reaſon: 
But wg muſt not divide the Tables, 
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4. Ir cant nat in txternal Conforn*ty to the Ruler 
_ tis too manifeſt, that Men may have a 
orm of — 3 (on * Men 
may pray n often, hear , and 
— forward in the Service of G0. 
coſtly and expenſive, and yet be Strangers to Con- 
verſion. They muſt have more to plead for them- 
ſelves, than that they keep their Church and g 


ive 
Alms, and make uſe of Prayer, to prove themſelves 
ſound Converts. * No outward Service but an Hy- 
pocrite may do it; even to the giving all his Goods 
| tothe Poor, and his Members to the Fire. 


5. IT lies not in the chaining up of Corruption, 
Education, human Laws, or the 7255 of ane Fc 
Afiidtion. It is too common to miſtake Education 
for Grace; but if this were enough, who a better 
Man than Jeboaſb? While Jabeiadab his Uncle 
lived, he was very forward in God's Service, and 
calls upon him to repair the Houſe of the Loxp, 
2 Kings xii. 2, 7. But here was nothing more than 
good Education all this while; for when his good 
Tutor was taken out of the Way, he appears ta 
have been but a Wolf chained up. | 


5. In ſhort, it confts not in Mlamination, or Con- 
vietion, in a ſuperficial Change, or partial Reforma- 
tion. An Apoſtate may be a Man enlightened, and 
2 Felix tremble under — and Cw 
amend many Things. It is one Thing to a 
Sin hands caly by Convictions, and another to 
have it crucified by converting Grace. Many, be- 
cauſe they have been troubled in Conſcience for 
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between being ſanctified, and civilized; and thut 
many ſeek to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
are not far from it; and arrive to the almoſt of 
Ghri/tzanity, and yet fall ſbort at laſt. While Con- 
ſctence holds the Whip over them, many will 
pray, hear, read, and forbear their delightful 
Sins ; but no ſooner is this Lion aſleep, but they 
are at their Vomit again. 


"You may caſt the Lead out of the rude Maſs, 
into the more comely Proportion of a Plant, and 
then into. the Shape of a Beaſt, and thence into 
the Form and Features of a Man; but all the 
while it is but Lead ſtill. So a Man may paſs 
thro* divers Changes, from Ignorance to — Amy 
ledge, from Profaneneſs to Civility, thence to 2 
Form of Religion; and all this while he is but 
unregenerate, while his Nature remains unchanged. 


Hax then, O Sinners, hear as you would live. 
Why would you ſo wilfully deceive yourſelves, or 
build your Hopes upon the Sand? I know he fhall 
find hard work of it, that goes to pluck away your 
Hopes. It cannot but be ungrateful to you, and 
truly it is not pleaſing to me, I ſet about it as a 
Surgeon, when to cut off a putrified Member 
from his well-beloved Friend, which of Force he 
muſt do, but with an aching Heart, a pitiful Eye, and 
a trembling Hand. But underſtand me, Brethren, 
I am only taking down the ruinous Houſe, (which 
will ſpeedily fall of itſelf, and bury you in the 
Rubbiſh) that J may build fair, and ſtrong, and 
firm for ever. The of the Wicked ſhall perijb, 
if Gop be true; and wert not thou better, O 
Sinner, to let the Word convince thee now in 
Time, than to have Death too late open thine 
Eyes? I ſhould be a faithleſs Shepherd, if I ſhould 
not tell you, that you, who have built ycur Hopes 


upon 


r 


2 4 
i. <a. Oct @ Aa 


Unconveried Sinners. 171 


upon no better Grounds, than theſe before - men- 
tioned, are yet in your Sins. Let your Conſcience ' 
ſpenk: What is it that you have to plead for your- 
ſelves ? Is it that you wear Chriſt's Live 
you bear his Name? That you are of the viſible 
Church? That you have Knowledge in the Points 
of Religion; are civilized, perform religious Da- 
ties, are juſt in your Dealings, have been trou- 
bled in Conſcience for your Sins-? I tell you, from 
the Lorn, theſe Pleas will never be accepted at 
God's Bar. All this, tho' good in itſelf, will not 
prove you converted; and ſo will not ſuffice to 
your Salvation. Oh look about you, and bethink 
yourſelves of turning ſpeedily and ſoundly.” Set to 
ying, and to reading. and ſtudying your own . 
Hearts; reſt not, *till Gop hath made thorough 
work with you; for you muſt be other Men, or. 
elſe you are loſt Men. 


Bur if theſe be ſhort of Converſion, what ſhall 

I fay of the profane Sinner? It may be, he will 

ſcarce caſt his Eyes, or lend his Ears to this Diſ- 

courſe 4 but if there be any ſuch Reading, he muſt 

know, from the LorD that made him, that he is 

far from the Kingdom of God. May a Man be 

civilized, and not converted? Where then, ſhall 
the Drunkard and Glutton appear? May a Man 

keep Company with the wiſe Virgins, and yet be 
ſhut out? Shall not a Companion of Fools much 
more be.deſtroyed? May a Man be true and juſt 
in his Dealing, and yet not be juſtified of Gop ? 

What then will become of thee, O wretched 
Man, whoſe Conſcience tells thee thou art falſe 
in thy Trade, and falſe of thy Word, and makeſt 
thy Advantage by a lying Tongue? If Men may 
be enlightened, and brought to the Performance 
of holy Duties, and yet go down to Perditian for 
"reſting in them, and * down on this 13 
+ +. A. | a 


? That 


* 


therefore it is called the Sanftification of the Spirit, 
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Converſion, What will become of you, O miſe- 
rable Families, that live as without Go in the 
World? And of you, O wretched Sinners, with 
whom God is ſcarce in all your z that 
are ſo ignorant, that you cannot, or fo careleſs, 
that ou will not pray? O repent. and be con- 
! break off — Sins by Righteouſneſs; 
— to Chri/ for pardoning and renewing Grace; 
give up yourſelves to Him, to walk with Him in 
Jolineſs, or elſe you ſhall never fee Gop! O that 
au would take the Warnings of Gon! In — 
e, el . B 
? Forſaket 1 

"res, goth 2 aſh your Hands, you Sinners; 
purify your Hearts, ye aud minded. "Ceap te de 
learn to do tuell. n 

die. 
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CH AP. II. 
— Conver ſon it. 


MAY not leave ons with 8 Eyes half open, 
Il as be that ſaw Men rees walking, The 
ord is profitable for Doctrine, as well as Reproef. 
And therefore, having thus far conducted * by 
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the Shelves and Rocks of fo dangerous Mi 
ſtakes, I would guide you, Nele, into the 
Harbour of Truth. | 


Conversion, then, (in ſhort) lies in the tho- 
rough Change both of the Heart and Life. I ſhall 
ö 60 


1. Tur Author, it is the Spirit of Gon; and 


 Unconverted Sinners. 173 
2 the renewing — the Hely Ghoſt, Yet not exclu- 
g the other ons in the Trinity; for the 

— ale teacheth us to 60% the Father of our LRD 
Jeſus Chriſt, for that He hath begotten” us agam : 
And Chriſt is ſaid to give Repentance to Tirael; "and 
is called the everlaſting Father, and we his Ferch and 
the Children which Gop hath given Him. Vet is 


this Work principally aſeribed to the Holy Ghoſt, 
r e | 


80 then it is a Work above Man's Power. We 
— not of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the 
Will of Man, t of Gor. Never think thou canſt 
convert thyſelf : If ever thou wouldft be ſavingly 
converted, thou muft deſpair of doing it in thine own 
Strength : It is 'a Reſurrection from the dead; # 
new Creation; a Work of abſolute Ommipoteney. Are 
theſe out of the Reach of human Power? If thou 
haſt no more than thou hadſt by thy firſt Birth, 
a good Nature, a meek and chaſte Temper, thou 
art a Stran 2 20 whe Quai This is a ſu- | 
pernatural V ork, 

Tax moving Cauſe 1s N or 1 5 
The internal Meer ts ny a Grace. 


Works of Righteouſneſs, which we have 4 57 
his own Mercy He ſaved — the renewm Mer 
Holy Gef. Of his own Will begat He us. W 

— and c unt denen enten. * 

| Gov finds nothing i in a Man to turn his Heat 
enough to provoke his Loathing, nothing to pro- 


voke his Love. Look back upon thyſelf, O Chri- 
, look upon thyſelf in = Blood. Oh reflet? _ 


thy fwints Nature, thy on beloved Mire. 
thy Sepulchre. Art thou + whe dead tvith the 
Damp? Behold thy putrid Soul, thy loathſome Mem- 


bers? O Stench unjufferable, if thou def but ſcent 
= P 3 thy 
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mat needs cry, Grace Grace ! Hear and bluſh, 
you Children of the moſt High. O you unthank- 
ful Generation | that free Grace is no more in 
your Mouths, in your Thoughts ; no more adored, 
admired, commended by you. One would think 
vou ſhould be nothing — — ng 
Gov, whatever wu are. H ou fo 
ſuch Grace, or paſs it over with a fli el- 
dom Mention? What; but free Grace, ſhould 
move Gop to love you, unleſs Enmity could do 
it, or Deformity could do it, unleſs Vomit or 
Rottenneſs could do it? How affectionately doth 
Peter lift up his Hands; Bleſſed be the Gop and 
Father of our Lorp Jeſus Chriſt, who of bis abund- 
ant Mercy hath begotten us again. How feeling|y 
doth Paul magnify the free Mercy of God in it; 
Gon, who it rich in Mercy, for bis great Love 
wherewith He loved us, hath quickened us together 
with Chriſt . By Grace ye art ſaved. 


1 ye UN 
the bleſſed Jeſus. obtai fs 
the * and through Him it 1s, 4 G5 
worketh in us what is well pleaſing in his Sight. 
hb Him are all ſpiritual Bleſſmgs beflowed upon 
us in h Things. He intercedet them that 
believed net. Every Convert is the Fruit of his Tro+ 
vel, Oh never was Infant born into the 
that Difficulty that Chriſt endured for us | How em- 
phatically He groaneth in his Travail ! All the Pars 
that He ſuffered on his Croſs, they were our Birth - 
pains ; the Throws that Chriſt endured. 
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ceſſion of Chr:/f, that ails with Gop to bes 
ſtow on us converting Grace. If thou art a new 
Creature, thou knoweſt to whom thou oweſt ity 
to Chri/t's Pangs and Prayers. Hence the natural 
Affection of a Believer to Grit. Whither elſe 
ſhouldſt thou go ? If any in the World can ſhew 
that for thy — that Ghryt can, let him carry 
it. Doth Satan put in? Doth the World court 
thee ? Doth Sn ſue for thy Heart? Why wert 
theſe crucified for thee? O Chriſtian, love and ſerve 
the Lox D whilſt thou baſt a Being. De net even 
the Publicans love thoſe: that leue them? And ſbero 
Kindneſs to them, that are kind ts them: 


3. Tux is either perſonal or real : 
The perſonal, is the Miniſtry. I have begotten you 
in Chriſt, through the Goſpel. Ghrif's Miniſters are 
they that are ſent to open. Mens Eyes, and to turn 


them to GoD. Ak Ss T3. 7308 
| Lure 12 2328 

O unTHANKFUuL World | little do you know 

what you are doing, while you are ing the 


Meſſengers of the LorD. Theſe are they whoſe 
Buſineſs is (under Chrift) to fave you. bon 
bave you reproached and blaſphemed ? Again/? tulom 
bave you exalted your Voice, and lifted your Eyes on 
high ? Thoſe are the Servants. of .the moſt high Gop, 
that ſheww unto you the May of Salvation ; and do you 
thus requite them, — > O Sem 0 
laeratitude, again tohom you your ſelves 
X make you a wide Mouth, and draw out 

Tongue ? Theſe are the Inſtruments that Gon 
uſeth to convert and fave you; and do you ſpit in 
the Face of your Phyſicians ? Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. 
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Nu f t real, is the Ward. We were 
begotten by the Word 'of Truth. 75 ir it that 
2 the Eyes; that converteth the Soul; that 
maketh wiſe to Salvation. T bis is the incorrugtil 
Send, by which we are born again. If we are wa 
it is by the Word; if we are ſandtified, it is thru 
the Truth. 


0 VE Chriſtians, how ſhould ye love the Word? 
for by this have been converted: O ye Sin- 
ners, — ſhould you 77 the Word? For by this 

u muſt be converted: No other ordinary Means 
hue this. You that have felt its renewing Power; 
make much of it while you live; be for ever 
thankful for it. Tre it about your Necks, write it 
upon your Hands, lay it in your Boſoms. When you 
go, let it lead you; when you ſleep, let it keep 
you; when you wake, let it talk with yow: Say 
with holy David, I will never forget thy Precept. 
for by them haſt Thou quickened me. You that are 
unconverted, read the Word with Diligence; 

| flock to it where powerfully” preached ; fill the 
Porches, as the Multitude of the impotent, blind, 
halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the Water. 
Pray for the Coming of the Spirit in the Word. 
Coen off th 45 Knees to the Sermon. The Seed 
doth not proſper, becauſe not watered by rer 
and Tears, nor covered by Meditation. | 


4. Tas final Cauſe is Man's Salvation, — 
Gov's Glory. We are choſen through Santtification 
to Salvation; called, that tus might be glorified ; but 
eſpecially, that Gop — be glorified 5 that . 
ſhould fhew forth his Praiſes and be fruitful in good | 
Works. O Chriftian, mt args the Bud of th 
Calling, let thy Light ſhine ; thy Lamp burn; it 
_ thy Fruits be good and many, and in OE * 12 
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thy Defigns fail in with God's, that Homaybymage | 
unified in thee. 


. Tur Subject is the eleft Sinner, > 
al bis Parts n. Anm * 


Tuov begianeſ at me wrong End, if thou ab. 
puteſt firſt about thine Election. Prove th Con- 
verſion, and then never doubt of thine Election. 
Or canſt thou not yet prove it? Set upon a pre- 
ſent and though turning. Whatever Gop's 
Purpoſes be, (which are ſecret) I am ſure his Pro- 
miſes xe plain. How deſperately do Rebels argue? 
If I am elected, 1 ſhall be faved, do what I will; 
if not, I ſhall be damned, do what 1 can. Per- 
verſe Sinner, wilt thou begin where thou ſhouldft 
end? Is not the Word before thee? What ſaith 
it? Repent and be converted, that your Sins may he 
batted out. If you  mortify the Dab of the Body, 
you ſhall lrve. Believe, and be 4. What can 
be plainer? Do not Rand ſtill „ diſputing about 
thine Election, but ſet to repenting and believing. 
OY to Gon for converting Grace. Revealed 
gs belong to thee; in theſe buſy thyſelf. It 
uſt; (as one well ſaid) that that will not 
feed 0 n the plain Food of the Word, ſhall be 
choaked with the Bones. Whatever Gop's Pur- 
poſes be, I am fure his Promiſes be-true. What- 
ever the Decrees of Heaven be; I am ſure, that if 
I repent and believe, I ſhall be ſaved; and that if 
I repent not, I ſhall be damned. Is not here 
rng 
or the . 4 


Mane 


1 this . Cem 
palſes the whole Subject. A _ 
ferſon may have ſome Shreds of good Morali 
but he is. never f good throughout the whole 
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of Holineſs. Converſion is no repairing of the 
old Building, but it takes all down, and erects x 
new Structure : It is not the putting on a patch of 
Holineſs; but with the true 1 Holinefs is 
woven into all his Powers, Principles and Practice. 
'The fincere Chriſtian is quite a new Fabrick, 
from the Foundation to the Top-ſtone, all fire 
new. He is a new Man, à new Creature. ll 
Things are become new: Converſion is a deep Wirk; 
@ Fleart-work : It turns all upſide-down, and 
makes a Man be in anew World. It goes through- 
out with Men, threughout the Mind, throughout 
the Members, throughout the Motrons of the 
whole Life: wr | 


1. Throughout the Mind, Ir makes an univer- 
fal Change within. Firſt, it turns the Ballance of 
the Judgment, fo that Gop and his Glory wey! 
down all worldly Intere/t. It opens the Eye of the 
Mind, and makes the Scales of its native Ignorance n 
Fall eff, and turns Menfrom darkneſs to Light. The 
Man that before ſaw no Danger in his Condition, now 
concludes himſelf loft, and for ever undone, except re. 
newed by the Power of Grace. He that formerly 
thought there was little Hurt in Sin, now comes to 
fee it to be the chief of Evils ; he ſees the Unres- 
ſonableneſs, the Unrighteouſneſs, the Deformity 
that is in Sin: So that he is affrighted with it, hat 
it, dreads it, flies it, and even abhors himſelf for ii. 
He that could ſee little Sin in himſelf, now ſees 
the Rottenneſs of his Heart, and deſperate Pollu- 
tion of his whole Nature: He cries, unclaan, ur- 
chan ; Lorp, purge me with Hyſſop, waſh me di 
roughly, create in me a new Heart : He fees himſe} 
altogether become filthy, corrupt, both Root and Tre; 
be torites unclean —— all his Parts and Potuers, am 
Performances. He diſcovers the Blaſphemy, and 
Theft, and Murder, and Adultery that _ 
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Heart, which before he was ignorant of. Heretos 
fare he ſaw no Form nor Comelineſs in Chris; no 
Beauty, that he ſhould deſire him: But now he 


finds the hid Treaſure, and will fell all, to bu? 


n 
Now, the Man is of another Mind, another 


Judgment, than before he was: Now Gop is all 
wit 


him, he hath none in Heaven, nor in Earth, 
like Him. H 73 Him before all the World: 
His Favour is his Life ; the Light of his Countenance 
is more than Corn, or Wine and Oil (the Good that 
formerly he enquired after, and ſet his Heart upon.) 
Now let all the World be ſet on one Side, -and 
God alone on the other. Let the Harlot put on her 
Paint and Gallantry, and preſent her ſelf to the Soul, 
{as toben Satan would have tempted our © Saviour 
with her ) in all the Glory of ber Kingdoms; yet the 
Soul will not fall down and worſhip her, bur woill 
prefer a naked, yea, a fied, perſecuted Chriſt 
lefore her. This is the Convert's Voice: The 
Loxn is my Portion : Whom have I in Heaven but 


Thee ?' And there is none upon Earth, that I defire 


beſides Thee. God is the Strength of my Heart, 
and my Portion for ever. © IF 
| Secondly; Ir turns the Bin; of the Will, both a 
to Means and End. (1.) The Intention of the Will 


t altered; Now the Man hath new Ends and De- 


ſigns: Now he intends Gop above all, and deſires 
and deſigns. nothing in all the World ſo much, as 


that Chrift may be magnified in him. He accounts 


bimſelf more happy in this, than in all-that the 
Earth could yield, that he may be ſerviceable to 
Chriſt, and bring him Glory in his Generation. 
This is the Mark he aims at, that the Name of 
Feſus may be great in the World, 


% 


; : READER, 
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Nan, doſt thou view this, and never aſt 
_ thyſelf whether it be thus with thee? Pauſe 2 


A _ e 


2. Taz. Blachen alſo i is changed, ſo that he chuſeth 
another Way. He pitcheth upon Gop, as his 
© Blelledneſs; and upon Chr:i/t, as the Principal; 
and Holineſs, ax the ſubordinate Means to bring 
to God, He chuſeth 7 eſus for his Loay, 
— forced ky by the Storm, 
— — deve eceſſity; as the 
Man begged from the Gallows when he takes the 
Wife rather than the Halter; but he comes off 
freely, in the Choice. This Ack is Kota 
a Fright, as by a dying Sinner, that will ſeemi 
1y do any: thing for „ but doth only ta 
Chrift than Hell; bat he delibernechpootole 
that Chrift is his beſt Choice, and would rather 
have Him than all the Good of this World, might 
he enjoy it while he would. Again, he takes Ho- 
lineſs for his Path, he doth not, of meer Neceffity 
| ſubmit to it, but he likes and loves it: I have cho. 
Aer the Wayof thy Precepts. He takes God's 'Tel- 
timonies, not as his B but as his Heritage; 
his Heritage forever. He counts them not 
is Burthen, but his Bliſs, not his Cords, but his 
Cordials. He doth not only bear, but take up 
- Chriffs Yoke: He takes not Holineſs as the Sto- 6 
mach doth the loathed Potion (which it will E 
down with, rather than die) but as the hungry 5. 
a 

C 

\ 
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doth its beloved Food. No Time ſo ſweet- WM 
with him as that he ſpends in the Exerciſes of 
ineſs; theſe are both the Delve of his Eye, 4 
an d che Joy of his Heart. 


Por thy Confcience to it as thou goeſt, whe- ct 
Sa How art thee: O happy Man, if this be f. 
* ate thou be impart i be Sur > 

| Yo U 
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Thirdly, It turns the Bent of the Afatiam Theſe 
run all i — new — Jordan is no driven 
back, and the Waters run, upward IN 

natural Courle, *» 4 k M% +4 
2 1 


cusier is his Hope, this is his prize, hers ts © 
E e is, here his Heart is; He is contented to caſt 

over-board (as the Merchant in the Storm) fo 
he may but keep his Jewd. 


Tur firſt of his Deſires is not after Gold, but 
Grace. He hungers after it, he ſeeks it as Silver, 
he digs for it as for hid Treaſure: He had rather be 
gracious than be great; he had rather be the ho- 
lieſt Man on Earth, than the moſt learned, the 

moſt famous, moſt proſperous.” Once he ſaid, 
Oh, if I were but in great Efteem, and rolled in 
Wealth, and ſwimmed in Pleaſure, if my Debts 
were paid, and I and mine provided for, then I 
were a happy Man. But now, Oh, if I nad but 
my Corru rruptions ſubdued, if I had but ſuch Mea- 
ſures of Grace, ſuch Fellowſhip with God, tho” 
T were poor and deſpiſed, I ſhould not care, I 
ſhould account myſelf a a bleſſed Man. Reader, is 

this the Language of thy Soul? | 


His Joys arechanged. He rejoiceth in theWays 
of God's Teſtimonies as much as in all Riches, 
He delights in the Law of the 9 wherein 

once be hs little Savour. He hath no ſuch Joy, 

as in any, the Rech Chrift, the Fruition of is 


Company, the Proſperity of his People. 


His Cares are quite altered. He was once ſet 
for the World, and any Scrap of by-time, was e- 
\ nough for his Soul. Now he gives over caring 
for the Aﬀes, and ſets his Heart on the Kin 
Na all the. Cry is, what ſhall I de #0 be 
"IP Vor. XXIV. Q 


. 
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ö Sollicitude is, how to ſecure his Soul. 8 
on auld he bleſs * if you oo 1 1 

m of = of this 
_ £35 te 
4 isFears are are not ſo much of his 8 but th 


Once he was afraid of nothing ſo C 
much as the Loſs of his Eſtate, or Eſteem, the if 
Pleaſure of Friends, the Frowns of the Great; 
Nothing ſounded fo terrible to him as Pain, or 
Poverty, or Diſgrace. Now theſe are little to 
him, in Compariſon of Gop's Diſhonour or Diſ- * 
pleaſure. How warily doth he walk, leſt he is 
ſhould tread on a Snare? He feareth alway, he 
looks before and behind; he hath ſet his Eye upon 
his Heart, and is often caſtin over his Shoulder, 
left he ſhould be overtaken with Sin. It kills his 
Heart to think of loſing Gop's Favour; this he 
dreads as his only OI. No Thought in the 
World doth pinch him, and pain him fo you 
as to think of parting with Chr if. 


His Love runs a new Courſe. My Lois , 
cruiſied (faith holy Ignatius) that is, ny Chrift. $ 
This is my Beloved, faith the Spouſe. How dath 2 
Auguſtine often pour his Loves upon Gris? 


He can find no Words ſweet enough. Let 
fee Thee, O light of mine Ey es. Come, O Thou 7 
of my Spirit. of mn behold — O the 17 4 

Heart. Let me lobe Thee, © 

2 unto me, O my great hehe, my Sg Com- 
fort, O my Gon, my Lit ife, and the whole Glory of 
my Soul. Let me find >a O Defire of my Heart. Let 
mie hold Thee, O Love of 'my Soul. Let me embrace 
Thee, O heavenly Bridegroom. Let me poſſeſs Thee. 


His Sorrows have now a new Vent. The View. | 6 


of his Sins, the Sight of WO” crucified, that 
would 4 


— 
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they affect his Heart? . 


\ COMMUNE then with thine own Heart, and gt 


tend the general Current of thine Affection whes 


ther it be towards Gop in Chrift, abo , der 


Concernments. The Enquiry is, Whether the 
Judgment and Will be determined for Gop, above 
all other Good, real or apparent; and if the Af- 
fections do ſincerely follow their Choice and Con- 
duct, though it be not ſo ſtrongly and ſenſible as 
is to be deſired, there is no Doubt but the Change 
is ſaving. 4 | 

2. THROUGHOUT the Members, Thoſe that 
were before the Inſtruments of Sin, are now be- 
come Utenſils of Chri/?'s living Temple. He that 
before abuſed his Body, now poſſeſſeth his Veſſel 
in Sanctification, and Honour, in Tem e, 
Chaſtity, and Sobriety, dedicated to the Loxn. 


Tus Eye that was once a wandring Eye, wan- 
ton Eye, a haughty, a covetous Eye, is now em- 
Rae, as Mary, weeping over her Sins, in be- 
olding Gop in his Works, in noting Word, 
in looking up and down for Objects of Mercy, and 
Opportanities for his Service. C8 , 


Tus Ear that was once open to Satan's Call, 
and that (like a vitiated Palate) did reliſh nothin 
ſo much as filthy, or, at leaſt, frothy Talk, 
the Fool's Laughter, is now bored to the Door of 
Chri/Ps Houſe, and open to his Diſcipline : It 
faith, ſpeat Lord, for thy Servant heareth : Tt 
waits for his Words as the Rain, and reliſheth 
them more than Honey and the Honey-comb. 


Tus Head, that was the Shop of worldly De- 
ſigns, is now ſet on Gop's Will. The Thoughts. 


Wi % 


would ſcarce ſtir him before, how much h döo 
w. 65 £2. 
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and Cares that fill it, are principally, how he 


may pleaſe Gop, and fly Sin. 


” Hts Heart, that was a Sty of filthy Luſts, is 

how become an Altar of ncenſe, 2 02 
Fire of divine Love is ever kept in, and whence 
the datly* Sacrifice of Prayer and Paiſes, and ſweet 


Incenſe of holy Deſires and Ejaculations, a are con- 


tinnally aſcending. 


Tue Mouth is bse a Well of Life, his 
To as choice Silver, and his Lips feed man 
Now the Salt of Grace hath ſeaſoned his Speech, 
d eat out the Corruption, and cleanſed the 
outh from his filthy Communication, Flattery, 
boaſting, railing, lying, fwearing, backbiring; 
The T ont, that was once an open Sepulchre, 


ow ſends forth the ſweet Breath of Prayer, and 


y Diſcourſe, and the Man ſpeaks in another 
Tongue, and is never ſo well, as when talking of 
Gop and Chriſt, and the Matters of another 
— His Mouth bringeth forth Wiſdom, his 

ongue 
Praiſe, his Gloty, and the beſt Member that he hath. 


3. Tunovenhoοr the Life and Prattice... The 


new Man takes a new Courſe. His Converſation 
in Heaven. When Gop hath writ his Law in 
is Mind, bo IR Potts UC EPI _ 


| Keeps his / Judgments. 


Tnoven Sin may dwell (Gop knows a marie 
ſome and unwelcome Gueſs) in him, 2 it hath 
no more Dominion over him. He bath his Fruit 
unto Holineſs, and hath an unfeigned Reſpect unto 
Gop's Commandments. ' He makes Conſcience 
even of little Sins, and little Duties. His very In- 
firmities which he cannot help, are his Soul's * 
64h «5 acl 
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is become the Trumpet of his Maker's 
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then, and are like the Duſt in a Man's Eye, which, 
tho' but little, yet are not a little olf 
[O Man! doſt thou read this, and never turn in 
upon thy Soul by Self-Examination ?] The ſincere 
Convert is not one Man at Church, and another 
at home; he is not a Saint on his Knees, and a 
Cheat in his Shop; he doth not pretend to Piety, 
and neglect —_— 3 but he turns from all — 
Sins, and keeps hat s Statutes ſincerely ; 
allowing — in the Breach of any. ow "he 
delights in the Word and ſets himſelf to Prayer, 
and opens his Hand (if able) and draws out his 
Soul to the Hun . He breaks off his Sins by 
Righteouſneſs, his Iniquities by ſhewing Mer- 
cy to the Poor, and hath a Conſcience, will- 
ing in all Things to live honeſtly, and to keep 
without Offence towards GoD and Men. Ann 
Wannen | 


6. „Tur Terms are either from which or to 
which. 1. The Terms from which we turn in Conver- 
fon, are Sin, Satan, the World, 3 
teouſneſs. 

Fir, Six. When a Man is converted; he is 
forever out with Sin; with all — but moſt 
of all with his own in, and eſpec with his 
Boſom Sin. If Gop ſhould give nim k his n 
would chuſe any Affliction, fo g he might be ridof bid, 


Wurx a Man is ſavingly changed, he is not 
only deeply convinced of — tDefilement 
of Sift; and, Oh, how earneſt he is with Gop to 
be purified | He loaths himſelf for his Sins. He 
runs to Chrift, and caſts himſelf into the Foun- 
tain, for Sin, and for Uncleanneſs. If.he fall, what 
1 Stir is there to get all clean again! He flies to the 
Word and waſhes, and rubs, and rinſes, labouri 
to cleanſe himſelf from all Filthinefs, both of FI 
and Spirit. Q 3 Hz 
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Hs can forgive his other Enemies, but here he 
is implacable, here be is ſet upon Revenge: He 
hunteth, as it were, for the precious Life ; his Eye 
thall not pity, his Hand ſhall not ſpare, 2 


be a ne or a Right - Eye. 


Aaken, hath Conſcience been at Work, while 
thou haſt been looking over theſe Lines ? Haſt thou 
pondered theſe Things in thine Heart ? Haft thou 
fearched the Book within, to ſee if theſe Things be 
ſo? If not, read it again, and make thy Conſcience 
ſpeak whether or no it be thus with thee. Haſt thou 
crucified thy Fleſh with its Affections and Deſires, 
and not only confeſſed but- forſaken, thy Sins; all 
Sin in fervent Deſires, and the Practice of every de- 
liberate Sin in thy Life? If not, thou art yet uncon- 
verted. . Doth not Conſcience fly in thy Face, and 
tell thee that thou liveſt in a Way of Lying for thy 
Advantage, that thou uſeſt Deceit in thy Calling, 
that there is ſore Way of ſecret Wantonneſs that 
thou liveſt in? Why, then, do not deceive thyſelf, 
thou art in the Gall 's Big, and the N 


1 mu * 


Dorn not e Tongue, 

rance, th for led e ty Ie of 

rayer, of Hearing, or of Reading the Word, now 
mack againſt thee, and lay, Wwe Are thy Wark, 
and we will follow thee ? Or if I have not hit thee 
right, doth not one within tell them, there is ſuch 
or ſuch a Way, that thou knoweſt to be evil, that ye 
thou doſt tolerate thyſelf in, and art willing to ſpare! 
If this be thy Caſe, thou art to this ves {aan 
_ and muſt be changed or condemned. 


< » SATAN. Converſion binds the 2 
Man, ſpoils his Armour, caſts out his Goods, turns 
G— Of Ms IRIS 
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the Devil could no ſooner hold up his Finger to 
the Sinner, to call him to his finful Deli but 
preſently he followed, like an Ox to the | 
and a Fool to the Correction of the Stocks; as the 
Bird that haſteth to the Prey, and knoweth not that 
it is for his Life. No ſooner could Satan bid him 
lie, but preſently he had it upon the Top of his 
T z - no . ſooner + could Satan offer à wan- 
ton Obje; but he was ſtung with Luſt. But 
now he ſerves another Maſter, and takes quite a+ 
nother Courſe ; he goes and comes at Chriſt's Beck: 
Satan may ſometimes catch his Foot in a Trap, 
but he will no longer be a willing Captive : He 
watches againſt Snares and Bates of Satan, and 
ſtudies to be acquainted with his Devices: He is 
very ſuſpicious of his Plots, and is jealous in 
what comes athwart — Satan ſhould have 
ſome Deſign upon him. He entertains the {Meſlen- 
J—_ as Men do the Meſſenger of Death : 
e keeps his Eye upon his Enemy, and watches in 
bis Duties, left Saran ſhould put in his Fot. 


Thirdly, Tux World. Before a ſound Faith, a 
Man is overcome of the Horld; either he bows 
down to Mammen, or idolizes his Reputation, or 
is a Lover of Pleaſure more than-a Lover of Gop. 
Here is theRoot of Man's Ro TIN he is 
turned aſide to the Creature, i of God, and 

ives that Eſteem, Confidence, or Affection to the 
— that is due to him alone. T a, 
O m1s8RABLE Man! What a deformed Mon- 
ſtet hath Sin made thee? Gon made thee little 
lower than the Sin little better than the 
Devils. A Monſter, that hath his Head and Heart, 
where his Feet ſhould- be, and his Feet kicking 
inſt Heaven, and every Thing out of Place; the 
World, that was formed to ſerve thee, W 
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rule thee,” and the deceitful Harlot hath bewitched 
thee with her Inchantments, and made thee bow 
down and ſerve her. 


Bur Grace ſets all in Order pond ts Gop 
in the Throne, and the World at his Footſtool, 
Cbri in the Heart, and the World under Feet. 
So Paul, I am crucified to the IVorld, and the World 
to me. . Before this Change, all the Cry was, tube 


will hew us any (worldly) Good ? But now, Loan 


ft Thou wp the Light of thy Countenance upon me, 
— — Corn 1210 * whoſo vil Be- 
fore, his Heart's Delight was in the World; then 
the Song was, Soul, take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry ; thou haft much Goods laid up for mam 
Years + But now all this is withered, and there is no 


Comelineſs that he ſhould defire it. He hath writ- 


ten Vanity and Vexation upon all his worldly En- 
joyments, and Loſs and Dung upon all human Ex- 
cellencies: He hath Life and Immortality now in 
Chaſe: He trades for Grace and Glory, and hath 
a Crown incorruptible in Purſuit : His Heart is ſet 
in him to ſeek the Lox D: He firſt ſeeks the King- 


dom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and 


Religion is no a Matter by the Bye with 
him, but the Main of his Care : All muſt ſtand by; 
he hates Father, and Mother, and Life, and all, in 


Compariſon of Chri/?. Well then, pauſe a little, 


and look within : not this nearly concern 
thee? Thou pretendeſt for Chriſt, but doth nat the 
World ſway thee ? Doſt thou not take more real 
Delight in the World, than in bim? Doſt thou not 
find thy ſeif better at Eaſe when the World goes to 
thy Mind, and thou art encompaſſed with carnal 
Delights, than when retired to Prayer and Medi- 
tation in thy Cloſet, or attending upon G 00's: 
Word and Worſhip ? No ſurer Evidence of an un- 
converted State, than to have the Things _ 
WP or 
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World uppermoſt in our Aims, Love, and Eſti · 
mation. k A 


Fourthly, Y QUR own Rightrouſneſs. Before Con- 
verſion, Man ſeeks to cover himſelf with his-own 
Fig-Leaves, and to lick himſelf whole with his own 
Duties : He is apt to truſt in himſelf, to ſet up his 
own Righteouſneſs, and not ſubmit to the Righte- 
onſneſs of GOD: But Converſion changes his Mind 
now he cafts away his filthy Rags, and counts his 
own Righteouſneſs but a menſtruous Cloth. Now 
he begins to ſet a high Price upon Chri/#'s Righte- 
ouſnels ; he ſees the Need of Chri/t in every Duty, 
to juſtify his Perſon, and juſtify his Performances; 
he cannot live without him, he cannot pray wich- 
oat him; Chrift muſt go with him, or elſe he can - 
not come into the Preſence of Gon; he leans upon 
the Hand of Cbriſt, and ſo bows himſelf in the 
Houſe of his Gop; he ſets himſelf down for a loſt, 
undone Man, without him; his Life is hid ia 
Ghrift, as the Roots of the Tree ſpread in the 
Earth, for Stability and Nutriment. Before, the 
News of Ghrift was a ſtale and fapleſs Thing ; buy 
row how ſweet is Ghri/t ? The Voice of the Con+ 
vert, is with the Martyr, none but Chriſt, | 

N . . f 


0 | | en 1 
Tus Terms to which are either ultimate, or ſub- 
trainate. : A with | F 
Tun ultimate, is Gord the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the true Convert takes, as his 
All- ſuffcient and eternal Blefſedneſs. A Man is 
never truly ſanctified, till his very Heart be ſet 
upon God as his Portion and chief Good. Theſe 
are the natural Breathings of a Believer's Heart: 
Thou art my Portion ; my Soul ſbail make her boaſt 
in the Lok D; my Expedtation is from Him; He 
enly it my Rock, and my Salvation; He is my De- 


fence e 
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A. In Gop is my Salvation and wy Glory, the 
Rack of my Strength, and my Refuge is in Gon. © 


Wovr p you put it to an Iſſue whether you be 
doverted or not? Now let thy Soul and that 
10 within thee attend. 


HasT thou taken Go p for thy Happineß 
Where doth the Content of thy Heart lie? Whence 
doth thy choĩſeſt Comfort come in? Come then, 
and with Abraham, lift up thine Eyes yay Baby) 
and weſtward, and northward, and ſouthward, bad 
think what is it thou would'ſt have in Heaven ot 
Earth, to make thee happy. If Gop ſhould give 
thee thy Choice, as he did to Solomon, or ſhould f 
to thee, as Ahaſuerus to Eber, What is thy Peli. 
tien, and what 18 thy Requeſt? And it Mall be granted 
thee. What would'ſt ” aſk ? Go into the Gir- 
dens of Pleaſure, and gather all the fragrant Flowers 
from thence : Would theſe content thee ? —— bo 
the Treaſures of Mammon; ſuppoſe thou m 
lade thyſelf while thou wouldſt from hence. 
the Towers to the Trophies of Honour : What 
thinkeſt thou of being a Man of Renown, and 
having a Name like the Name of the great Meri of 
the Earth? Would any of this, all this ſuffice thee, 
and make thee count th vielf a happ Man? If do, 
then certainly thou art — 5x If not, 
farther; wade into the divine Excellencies, 


"th 


Store of his Mercies, the hiding of his $27 the 
' Deeps unfathomable of his All-ſufficienc 

this ſuit thee beſt, and plcaſe thee moſt ? 2 ah thou 
ſay, It is good to bt here ; ; here will I pitch, here will, 
I live and die? Wilt thou let all the World go ra- 
ther than this? Then it is well between Gop and 


thee: Happy art thou, O Man! happy art thou 
— n: If God can make thee 


happy, 
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happy, thou muſt needs be happy; for thou haſt 
vouched the LokD to be thy Gor. Doſt thou 
lay to Chri/t, as he to us, Thy Father ſhall be my 
Father, and thy Gop my Gon. Here is the turning 
Point, an unſound Profeſſor never takes up his 
Reſt in Go p, but Converting Grace does the 
Work, and ſo cures the fatal Miſery of the Fall, 
by turning the Heart from its Idols to the Livin 

(30d. Now, ſays the Soul, Lokp, whither ſho 

Ig? Theu haſt the Words of eternal Giſh Here he 
centers, here he ſettles: O, it is as the Entrance of - 
Heaven to him, to ſee his Intereſt in God. When 
he diſcovereth this, he faith, return unto thy Reſt, 
x my Saul, for the Lok p hath dealt bountifully with 

thee. . - 


Max, is this thy Caſe ? Haſt thou experienced 
this? Why then, bleſſed art thou of the Lord: 
Gop hath been at Work with thee, He hath laid 
bold on thy Heart by the Power of Converting 
Grace, or elſe thou could'ſt never have done this. 


THE, mediate Term of Converſion is either Prin- 
apal, or leſs Principal. The Principal is Chrift, 
the only Mediator between Gop and Man. His 
Work is to bring us to Gop: He is the Way to 
the Father; the only Door by which we may enter. 
Converſion brings over the Soul to Chi, to accept 
of him, as the only Means to Life, the only Name 
given under Heaven. He looks not for Salvation 
in wo other but him, nor in any other with him; 
but throws himſelf on Chrift * as one that 
ſhould caſt himſelſ with ſpread Arms upon the Sea. 
Here, (faith the convinced Sinner} bere I will ven- 
ture, and if I periſh, I periſh ; if I die, I will dis 

„ But, LoRD, ſuffer me not to periſh under 
the Eyes of thy Mercy. Intreat me not to leave thee, 
x ; * 
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er to turn awey following after thee. Her: / 
twill throw myſelf: If thou kill & x will not go fron 
thy Door. 


| 

i 

| 

| ] 
Tuvus the poor Soul doth venture on Chriſd, and ; 
reſolvedly adhere to him. Before Converſion, the MW + 
Man made light of Chri/ff, minded the Fam, MW + 
Friends, Merchandiſe, more than Chrift, Now MW { 
fi is to him as his neceſlary Food, his daily 4 
Bread, the Life of his Heart, the Staff of his Lif. MW þ 
ta 

al 

ta 

C 

ſe 

di 


His great Deſign is, that Chri/t may be magnified 
in him. His Heart once ſaid, — ar bs the Spouſe 
What is thy Beloved more than another ? He found 
more Sweetneſs in his Company, or earthly 
Delights, than in Chri/f. He took Religion for an 
idle Dream. But now, to him to. live is Chi.. 
He ſets light by all that he counted precious, for 


the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt. 


Alx of Chri/t is accepted by the ſincere Convert: 
He loves not only the Wages, but Work of Chrift, 
not only the Benefits, but the Burden of Chit: 
He is willing not only to tread out the Corn, but 
to draw under the Yoke.: He takes up the Com- 
mands of Cbriſt. 


Tus Unſound cloſeth by the Halves with Chrif: 
He is all for the Salvation of Chrift, but not fot 
. SanRtification : He divides the Offices and Benefit 
of Chrift. This is an Error in the Foundation: 
Whoſo loveth Life let him beware here; it is al 
undoing Miſtake, of which you have been often 
warned, and yet none more common. / 151 
ſweet Name, but Men love not the Lox D 7% in 
Sincerity: They will not have him as Gop offers 
To be a Prince, and a Saviour. They divide whit 
Gov hath joyned, the King and the.Prieſt : es, 
they will not accept the Salvation of Chrift, as be 


eee 
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ijatends itz they divide it here. Every Man's Vote 
is for Salvation from ſuffering, but they deſire not 
to be ſaved from ſinning: They would have their 

Lives ſaved, but withal, they would have" their 
Luſts. Vea, many divide here again; they would 

be content to have ſome of their Sins deſtroyed, but 
they cannot leave the Lap of Delilah, or divorce 
the beloved Heredias. They cannot be cruel to 
the right Eye, or right Hand; the LoxD muſt par- 
don them in this Thing. Oh! be infinitely tender 
here; your Souls lie upon it. The found Convert 
takes a whole Chriſt, and takes Him for all Intents 
and Purpoſes; without Exceptions, without Limi- 
tations, without Reſerves. He i is willing to haxe 
Chri/t upon his Terms, upon any Terms.” He 
ſends the Blank to Chi to re Gown 3 
diions. 


Tur leſs Princigat is the Laws, Ordinances, 2 
Ways of Chriſt. The Heart that was once ſet 
_ theſe, and could not endure the Strictnels ' 

theſe Ways, now falls in Love with them, and 
1 — wem as its Rule and Guide for ever. + 


Pp ovR Things, I obſerve, Gop doth work in 

res Convert, with reference to the Law 

ys of Cbriſt, by which you may know your 

Eſtate; * keep your 50 upon F 
a you go along. 


r. Tur Judgment is brought to at prove " them, 
er mf Gor a and moſt reaſonable. The Mind ig 
brought to like the Ways of Gon, and the Preju- 
dices that were againſt them, as unreaſonable, and 
tolerable, are now removed. The Underſtand- 
> Ker og to them all, as holy, juſt, and good. 


How is David taken up with theſe Excellencies of 
Gon's Laws? How doth he expatiate in their 
. You, XXIV, R Praiſes, 


——u— — 
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Praiſes, both from their inherent Qualities and ad- 
mirable Effects, Fjat. xix. 


A Gol v Man's Judgment i is for the Ways of 
Go; he thinks them not only beſt in general, but 
beſt for him: He looks upon the Rules of Religion 
not SL tolerable, but defirable, more aferabl 


than Gold, fine Gold, yea, much fine Gold. 


2. Tur Defire of the Heart is to know the tubol 
Mind of Chriſt. He would not have one Sin un- 
diſcovered, nor be ignorant of one required, 
It is the natural and earneſt — a ſanctiſi- 
ed Heart, Lorp; if there be ay off Wicked: 
neſs in me, do thou dife it What hat 1 know not, 
teach thou me; and if I have done Thiquity, I will d 
it no more. He is willing to know the whole Lati- 
tude and Compaſs of his Maker's Law. He te- 
ceives with all Acceptation the Word that convin- 
ceth him of any Duty that he knew not, or mind- 
— or e that 12 his 


Tre Hill is determined for the Ways / Cher, 

oft a the Pleaſures of Sin, and Proſperities of the 
rd. His Conſent is not extorted by fome Ex- 
tremity of Anguiſh, nor is it only a ſudden and 
Raſty Reſolye, hut he is deli purpoſed, and 
comes freely to the Choice. True; the Fleſh will 
*rebe!, yet his Will is for Chriſt's Laws and Govern- 
ment; fo that he takes them not up as his Toil and 
Burden, but his Bliſs, and counts Chris Law his 
Liberty: He had rather (if he might have his Choice) 
hve a rict and holy Life, than the moſt $ 
and flourithing Life in the World. Fear hath its 
Uſe; but this is not the main Spring of Motion 
with a ſahRified Heart. Chriſt keeps not his Sub- 
I in PEI _ is — 3 115 
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They are (through his Grace) freely reſolved. fac 
Bis Service, and do it out of Choice, not as Slaves, 
but as Sons, from a Spring of Love, and a loyal 
Mind. In a Word, the Laws cf yn; are the 
Convert's Love, Deſire, Delight, and continual 


S. 


4. Tus Bent of his Courſe is directed to keep Gon's: 
Statutes. It is the daily Care of his Life to walk 
with Gop. He ſeeks great Things, he hath noble 
Deſigns, He aims at nothing lets than Perfection: 
He deſires it, he reaches after it, he would nat 
reſt in any Pitch of Grace, till he were quite rid of 
Sin, and had perfected Holineſs. 


Taz ſound Convert deſires Holineſs for Re 
neſs Sake, and not only for Heaven's Sake, He 
would not be ſatisfied with ſo much as might fave. 
him from Hell, but deſires the higheſt Pitch. Vet 
Doſires are not enough... What is thy Way and 
thy Courſe? Is the Drift and Scope of thy Life al- 
tered? Is Holineſs thy Trade, and Religion thy 
Buſineſs ?. If not, thou art ſhort. of ſound Con- 


Ad is this that we have deſcribed, the Conver- 
fon that is of abſolute Neceſſity to Salvation? Then 
be informed, 1. That Arait is the Gate, and narrow 
the Way that leadeth unto Life. 2. That there be but 
{99 that find it, 3. That there is need of a divine 
Power, ſavingly to convert a Sinner to Jeſus Chriſt. 


Ada, then be exhorted, O Man that readeſt, 
to turn in upon thine own ſelf. Is this thy Judg- 
ment, and this thy Choice, and this thy Way, that 
we have Ceſcribed? If fo, then it is well. But 
doth not thy Heart condemn thee, and tell thee, 
there.is ſuch a Sin thou liveſt in againſt thy Con- 
; R 2 ſcience? 
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ſcience? Doth it not tell thee, there is ſuch a 
ſuch a ſecret Way of Wickedneſs, ſuch or ſuch 3 


Duty, that thou makeſt no Conſcience of? 


Dor not Conſcience carry thee to thy Cloſet, 
and tell thee how ſeldom Prayer and Reading is 
performed there? Doth it not carry thee to thy 
Family, and ſhew thee: the Charge of Gon, and 
the Souls of thy Children and Servanta - that are ne- 
glected there? Doth not Confcience lead thee to 
thy Shop, thy Trade, and tell thee of ſome My- 
ſtery of Iniquity there? - Doth it not carry 26 
the Alehouſe, or to the Tavern, and ſound thee in 
thine Ear for the looſe Company thou keepeſt there, 
the precious Time thou miſ- ſpendeſt there, for the 
Talents of Gop, which thou throweſt down this 
Sink ? Doth it not carry thee into thy ſecret . 
ber, and read thee a Curtain-LeQure? 


O Conſienee, do thy Duty: In the Name of the 
living Gon, I command thee, diſcharge thine Ok 
fice: Lay ho upon this Sinner; fall upon him, 
arreſt himpabpcehend him, undeceive him. What! 
Wil and ſooth him while be lives 
his Sins? Awake, O Conſcience! What — 
thou, O Sleeper ? What! Haſt thou never a Re- 
proof in thy Mouth? What! Shall this Soul dic 
in his careleſs Neglect of Gop and Eternity, and 
thou altogether hold thy Peace? Shall he go on 
fill in his Treſ . * yet have Peace? 5051 


rouze up thyſelf, and d 7 Work. Now let the 
Preacher in thy Boſom { : Cry aloud, and 74 
- "not; lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet: Let not 


the Blood of this Soul be required at thy Hands. 
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CHAP. UL 
Of the NzczsvITY of Converſion. 


T oy be, you are ready to ſay, What ran 
eth this ſtir? And are apt to wonder why I 
low you with ſuch Earneſtneſs, ſtill ringing one 
Leſſon in your Ears, That you ſhould repent and be 
3 nn gy But I TS Ruth to 
Naomt, Intreat me not to leave you, nor ta turn gde 
22 Are after you. Were it a Matter of In- 
jou be God as ou ae, T would gladly Might 
ou are, I would gladly let you 
you not have — for 
you, — ready to periſh? As the Lonn 
liveth, before whom I am, I have not the leaſt 
Hopes of ſeeing one of Faces in Heaven, ex- 
cept you be converted: I utterly deſpair of your 
gn except you will be prevailed with to turn 
and give up yourſelves to Go in Ho- 
lineſs, — Newneſs of - Hath Gop ſaid, Ex- 
ge pod — way 4 Kingdam of 
D ; and yet do you wonder why your Miniſters 
travail in Rich wich you? Think it not ſtrange, 
that I am-in carneſt with yeu to follow after Holi · 
neſs: Never did, nor ſhall, any enter Heaven by any 
other Way, The Converſion deſcribed, is not an 
high Pitch of ſome Chriftians, but every Soul _ 
« faved palſetd this univerſal Change. 


Waar is i ha thou doſt account necliny? To 
ty Bread neceſſary? Is thy Braath neceſſary 2 
thy Converſion is much — neceſſary. Indeed 
this is Dr Thine Eſtate is 
RA not. 
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not neceſſary; thou mayeſt ſell all for the Pearl of 
57 8 Price, and yet be a. Gainer by the Purchaſe, 

hy Life is not neceſſary, thou mayeſt part with it 
for Chri/t to infinite Advantage. Thine Eſteem is 
not neceſſary, thou mayeſt be reproached for the 
Name of Chrift and yet happy; yea, much more 
happy in Reproach than in Repute: But thy Con- 
verſion is neceſſary, thy Damnation lies upon it: 
And ĩs it not needful in ſo important a Caſe to look 
about thee? Upon this one Point depends thy mak- 
ing, or marring, to all eternity 


Bor I ſhall-moreparticularly ſhew the Ne 
of Converſion in five Things: Without this, 


1. Try Being is in vain. Is it not Pity thou 
ſhouldſt be good for nothing, an unprofitable Bur- 
den of the Earth, a Wen in the Body of the Uni- 
verſe? Thus thou art whilſt unconverted ; for thou 
canſt not anfwer the End of thy Being. Is it not 
for the Divine Pleaſure thou art and wert created? 
Did He riot make thee for Himſelf? Art thou a 
Man, and haſt thou Reaſon ? Then bethink thy- 
felf, why and whence thy Being is. Behold God 
Workmanſhip in thy Bod „and aſk thyſelf, To 
what End did Gon rear this Fabrick? © Conſider 
the noble Paculties of thy heaven-born Soul: To 
what End did Gop beſtow theſe Excellencies? To 
no other than that thou ſhouldſt pleaſe thyſelf, and 
— thy Senfes ? Did. Gop ſend Men like the 

allows into the World, only to gather a few 
Sticks-and Dirt, and build their N and breed 
up their Young, and- then away? The very Hea- 
thens could ſee farther than this. Art thou ſo fear- 
fully and wonderfully made, and doſt thou not yet 
. noblo 


4 
7 


— 1 = . — - a A. 
— 


e £4 w% 1 
. . | } 
2 O Max! 


G 
as 
tex 
th 
DB 
do 
ne 
fic 
me 
an 
G 
20 
no 
Pre 
is 
Sit 
the 
the 
44. 


. 4 — 2 =. 2 2 I 2 2 i 5 8 9 


| Unconverted Simers. ry 


O Max! ſet thy Reaſon a little in the Chair. 
Is it not Pity ſuch a goodly Fabrick ſhould be raiſed 
in vain? Verily thou art in vain, except thou art 
for GoD: Better thou hadſt no Being, than not to 
be for Him. Wouldſt thou ſerve thy End? Thou 
muſt ropent, and be converted? Without this, thou 


art to no Purpoſe; yea, to bad Purpoſe. 


-- Firſt, Tom Purps/e. Man unconverted, is like 
choice Inſtrument, that hath every String broke; 
or out of Tune; the Spirit of the living Gop muſt 
ir and tune it by Regeneration, and fweetly 
move it by the Power of Grace, or elſe thy Prayers 
will be but Howlings, and: all thy Services will 
make no Muſick in the Ears of the moſt holy. All 
thy Powers and Faculties are ſo corrupt in thy na- 
tural State, that except thou be purged from dead 
Works, thou canſt not ſerve the living Go. 
Ax unſanctified Man cannot work the Work of 
Gon. r. He hath no Skill in it. He is altogether 
as unſkilful in the Work, as in the Word of Righ- 
tebuſneſs. There are great Myſteries, as well in 
the Practices, as Principles For lines; now the 
Unregenerate knows not the eries of the King- 
dom of Heaven. ' You may as well expect him *e 
never learnt the Alphabet, to read; or look for Mu- 
fick from one that never ſet his Hand to an Inſtru- 
ment, as, that x natural Man ſhould do the Loxy 
any Service: He muſt firſt be taught of 
Gop, taught to pray, _ to profit, taught to 
go, or elſe he will be utterly at a Loſs. 2. He hath 
no Strength for it. How weak is his Heart? He is 
preſently tired The Sabbath, what a Wearineſs 
is it? Heis without Strength, yea, ſtark dead in 
Sin. 3. He hath no Mind to it. He deſires not 
the Knowledge of Gop's Ways: He doth not know 
them, and he doth not care to know. them. He 
AA > knows 


200 An ALARM O 


knows not, neither will he underſtand. 4. He hath 
neither due Inflruments nor Materials fer it. A Man 
may as well hew the Marble without Tools, of 
lima without Colours, or build without Materials, 
as perform any acceptable Service without the Graces 
of the Spirit. Alms- giving is not a Service of Gop, 
but of vain Glory, till held forth by the Hand of 
Divine Love. What is the Prayer of the Lips 


without Grace in the Heart, but the Catcaſe with- 


out the Life? What are all our Conſeſſions, un- 

leſs they be Exerciſes of godly: Sorrow, and un- 
| feigned Repentance? What our Petitians, valef 
animated with holy Deſires, and Faith in the Di- 
vine Attributes and Promiſes? What our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings, unleſs from a holy Gratitude, 
and Senſe of Gop's Mercies in the Heart? So that 
a Man may as well expect the Trees ſhould ſpeak, 
or look for Motion from the Dead, as for any Ser- 
vice holy and acceptable to Gop from the Uncon- 


rerted. When the Tree is evil, how cat the Fruit 


be good? | 


| Secondly, To. bad Purpoſe. The uncanverted 


Soul is a very Cage of unclean Birds, a Sepulchre 
full of Corruption and Rottenneſs, a loathſom Car- 
caſe, full of crawling Worms, and ſending forth 2 
noiſom Savour in the Noſtrils of Gop. dread- 
ful Caſe! Doſt thou not yet ſee a Change to be 
needful? Would it not have grieved one, to have 

ſeen the conſecrated Veſſels of Gon's Temple turn- 
ed into Bowls of Drunkenneſs, and polluted with 
the Idols Service? Was it ſuch an Abomination 
to the Jews, when Antiochus ſet up the Picture of 
| 3 Swine at the Entrance of the Temple? How much 

more abgminable would it have been, to have had 


_ the, Temple itſelf turned into a Stable, and the 


Holy of Holies ſerved like a Houſe of Bas; turned 
into a Draught: houſe? This is the very Caſe 2 


— 
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he Unregenerate: All thy Members are turned in- 
o Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs, Servants of Sa- 
tan; and thy inmoſt Powers into Receptacles of 
Uncleanneſs. You may ſee the goodly Gueſts with - 
in, by what comes out: For out off the Heart pro- 
weed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Formca- 
tiene, Thefts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies.  "Thisdil-- 
cavers what a Hell there is within. i | 


O Aus inſufferable!'to ſee a heaven-botn Soul 
abaſed to the filthicſt Drudgery; to ſee the Glory 
of Gop's Creation, the chief of the Ways of Gopz 
the Lord of the Univerſe, lapping with the Prodigal 
at the Trough, or licking up with Greedineſs the 
loathſom Vomit. Was it ſuch a Lamentation to 
ſee thoſe that did feed delicately, to fit deſolate in 
the Streets · ; and the precious | Jl of Son, com- 
parable to-the fine Gold, eſteemed as earthen Pitch- 
ers? Andi is it net much more fearful to ſee the only 
Thing that-hath-Immortality' in this World, and 
carries the Stamp of Go, to become as a Veſſel 
wherein there is no Pleaſure, (which is but a 
modeſt Expreſſion of the Veſſel Men put to the 
moſt ſordid Uſe.) O Indignity intolerable! Better 
thou wert daſhed in a thouſand Pieces, than con- 
tiaue to be abuſed to fo filthy a Service. . 


II. Nor only Man, but the whole viſible Creation 
is in vain without this. Beloved, Gop hath made 
all the viſible Creatures in Heaven and Earth for the 
Service of Man, and Man only is the Spokeſman 
for all the reſt. Man is in the Univerſe, like the 
Tongue in the Body, which ſpeaks for all the 
Members. The other Creatures cannot praiſe their 
Maker but by dumb Signs to Man, that he ſhould 
ſpeak for them. Man is, as it were, the High Prieft 
of God's Creation, to offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
vr all his Fellow Creatures. The Loxp Gon ex» 
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a Tribute of Praiſe from all his Works, 

ow all the reſt bring in their Tribute to May, 
and pay it in by his Hand; ſo then, if a Man be 
falſe and faithleſs, Gop is wronged of all the Glory 
from. his Works. \ 1 180 


O pREADEDL Thought! That Gop. ſhouly 


build ſuch a World. as this, and lay out ſuch infinite 


Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs thereon, and: 


all in vain; and Man ſhould be guilty of robbing 
and ſpoiling Him of the Glory of all- Ob, think 
of this ! While thou art unconverted, all the Offices 
of the Creatures to thee are in vain: Thy Meat 
Nouriſhes thee in vain, the Sun holds forth his Lig) 
to thee in vain, the Stars that ſerve. thee in their 
Courſes, by their powerful though hidden Influence, 
do it in vain: thy Cloaths warm thee. in vain; thy 
DBeaſt carries thee. in vain; In a Word, the um- 
wearied Labour, and continued Travail of the 
whole Creation (as to thee) is in vain. The Ser- 
vice of all the Creatures, that yield forth their 
Strength unto thee, (that wherewith thou ſhouldſt 
ſerve their Maker) is all but loſt Labour. Hence 
the whole Creation groaneth under the Abuſe of 
this unſanctified World, that pervert them to the 
Service of their Luſts, quite contrary to the ven 
End of their Being, | 


III. Wirtaovr this, thy Religion is in vain. Al 
thy religious Performances will be but loſt; for vr 
can neither pleaſe Gon,. nor ſave thy Soul, whic 
are the very Ends of Religion, Be thy Services ne- 
ver {6 ſpecious, yet Gon hath no Pleaſure in them. 
Is not that Man's Caſe dreadfu}, whoſe Sacrihes 
are as Murder, and whoſe Prayers are Abomi nation 
Many under Convictions think they will ſet upon 
men ing, and that a few Prayers and Pſalms wil 
ſalve all again: * . 
N , a | 
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re e not paſs. How 
nctual was Jebu? and yet all was rejected, be- 
— his Heat was not Fright. How blameleſs 
was Paul? and yet being unconverted, all was but 
Loſs. Men thin hoy ds much in attending Gopꝰs 
Service, and are — to twit Him with it, and 
ſet Him down ſo much their Debtor, whereas, 
their Perſons EY, their Duties cannot 


be accepted, 


O Sour! Do not think, when thy Sins purſue 
thee, a little proping adi reformi ing thy Courſe will 
fy Gov. begin with thine Heart; 
2 be not renewed, ras canſt no mare pleaſe 
Gov, than one that webs, Feet eee offended 
thee, ſhould bring thee his Vomit to pacify theeg 
or having fallen into the Mire, ſhould think with 
his loathed Em braces to teconcile thee. | 


Ir is great Miſery to labour in the Fire. The 
Poets could not invent a worſe Hell. for Siſyphus, 
than to be petting the Stone up the Hill, and then 
that it ſhould preſently fall down again and renew 
his Labour. Gop threatens it, as the greateſt of 
temporal Judgments, that they ſhould build and 
not inhabit, plant and not gather, and their La- 
bours ſhould be eat up by Strangers. Is it. ſo great 
a Miſery to loſe our common Labours, to ſow in 
vain, 4 build in vain? How much more to Joſe 
our Pains in Religion; to pray, and hear, and faſt 
in vain? This is eternal Loſs. Be not deceived, 
if thou goeſt on in thy ſinful State, though thou 
ſhouldſt ſpread forth thine Hands, Gop will hide 
his Eyes; though thou make many Prayers, he will 
not hear. If a Man without Skill ſet about our 
Work, and mar-it-in the Doing, though he take 
much Paine, we will give him but ſmall. Thanks. 
G op will be worſhipped after the due hats 
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If a Servant do our Work, but quite contrary to 

our Order, he ſhall have rather Stripes than Praiſe. 

Gop's Work muſt be done according to Gon 

Mind, or he will not be pleaſed ; and this cannot | 

be, except it be done with a holy Heart, 2 Chrom. 
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IV. Wrrnovr this thy Hopes are in . 
The Lok p hath rejected thy Confidence, Jer. ii. 37. | 


- Firſt, Tay Hopes of Comfort here are in vain. 
It is not only neceſlary to the Safety, but Comfort 
of your Condition, that you be converted. With- 
out this, you ſhall not know Peace, /. lix. 8. 
Without the Fear of Gop, you cannot have the 
Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, As ix. 31. Gon 
ſpeaks Peace only to his People, and to his Saints, 
Pal. bxxxv. 8. If you have a falſe Peace, conti- 
nuing in your Sins, it is not of Gop's ſpeaking, 
and then you may gueſs the Author. Sin is areal 
Sickneſs, yea, the worſt of Sickneſs; it is a Le- 
prof in the Head, the Plague in the Heart, it is 
enneſs in the Bones; it pierceth, it woundeth, 
it racketh, it tormenteth. A Man may as well 
expect Eaſe, when his Diſeaſes are in their Strength, 
or bis Bones out of Joint, as true Comfort while in 

his Sins. / . | . b 401 0! 

Z . | * e 
O vnETCRHED Man, that canſt have no Eaſc 
in this Caſe but what comes from the Deadlineſs of 
the Diſeaſe ! You ſhall have the poor ſick Man 
ing, in his Lightneſs, he is well, when you 
Death in his Face. He will needs up and-:abaut 
his Buſineſs, when the very next Step is like to be 
into the Grave. The Unſanctified often think 
themſelves whole, but this ſuews the Danger af 

their Caſe. . PP "Wo". LID 
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Six doth naturally breed Diſturbances in the 
Soul. What a continual Tempeſt is there in a 
diſcontented Mind? What an eating Evil is inor- 
dinate Care? What is Pafſion, but a very Fever 
in the Mind? What is Luſt, but a Fire in the 
Bones? What is Pride, but a deadly Tympany ; 
or Covetouſneſs, but an inſatiable and unſufferable 
Thirſt? Or Malice and Envy, but Venom in 
the Heart? Carnal Security is a mortal 
And how can that Soul have true Comfort, that 
is under ſo many Diſeaſes? But converting Grace 
cures, and ſo eaſes the Mind, prepares the Soul 
for a ſettled ſtanding, immortal Peace. Great 
Peace have that love thy Commandments, and no 
thing ſhall offend them. ey are the Ways of 
Wiſdom that afford Pleaſure and Peace. David 
had infinitely more Pleaſure in the Word, than in 
all the Delight of his Court. The Conſcience 
cannot be — pacified, till ſoundl 

Curſed is that US bs meinctel in FW 
of Sin, Two Sors of Place am nan Wi 
dreaded than all the Troubles in the Weld; 
Peace with * and Peace in Sin. 4 


ner eo 


2 
to Gon : 
Death, epa, B Blaſpbemy in the Bowels of 


I. There is Death in it. Thy Confi- 
Abby ory (God will 
up with it, Root and 


the Terrors. 2 eſt lean u 
eb io not ſtand, but will 10 
| which when he to, it 


don about his Ears. 2. rhe 8 
Where is the Hope of a Hypocrite, A* 
away his Soul? Then there is an 7 Ae, 
this Hope. Ban 

XXIV 8 | 


b) it ſhall bring thee 6 
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hath an 1 end; but then it is not a deftrutive e, be 
a perfect End; his Hopes end in Fruition, others 
in Fruſtration. The godly muſt ſay at Death, 
It is finiſhed ; but the wicked, It is periſhed; and 
in too ſad earneſt, bemoan himſelf, (as Fob in a 
Miſtake) Where now is my Hope? He hath de- 
Areyed me, I am gone, and my Hope is removed like 
Tree. The Riphteous bath in his Death; 
When Nature is "Fins: his "= are living; 
when his Body is Janguiſhing, bis Hopes are fo. 
riſhing ; his Hope is a * living Hope, but others, a 
dying, yea, A damning Hope. I ben a ih 
an dieth, his Expectation Hall periſh, and the 
Hope of jg Men perifbeth. It mall be cut off, 
and prove like the 82 s Web, which he ſpins out 
of. his own Bowels; but then comes Death, and 
takes.down all; and ſo there is an eternal End of 
his Confidence, wherein he truſted, For the Eyes 
" the 41 Hall fail, and their Hie ſhall be at 
g up of the Ghoſt, When Deach ſtrikes 
his Par bd; h thy Liver, it will let out . 


Soul, and thy Hopes together. 3. There is Blaſ- 
Phemy in it. To hope we ſhall be ſaved,” thou 
conunuing unconverted, is to hope we ſhall pr 
30 a Liar, He hath told you, that mere ful: a 
F is, He will.never ſave you, if you go on in 1g. 
.gorance or Unrighteouſneſs. He hath told yoh 
chat Whatever you be, or do, nothing ſhall ava 
vou to Salvation, withddt you be riew Creatures. 
Now, to ſay . is merciful, and we hope will 
Nye us nevertheleſs, is to ay, in effect, we hope 
OD. will not do as He ſaith. We may not ſek 
or 1 2 at Variance : 3 is reſolve@t6 
ercy, but not to the Prejudice of 
5 Sinner will . to his _ 
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Way but we hope in Jeſus Chriſt, we put our 
whole Truſt in WY and therefore doubt nat but we 


Jl * ſaved. 


4 n This is not to hope in Chriſt, but 

ainſt Chriſt. To hope to fee the Kingdom 9 | 

. without being born again; to hope to find 

eternal-Life in the broad Way, is to hope Chrift 

will prove a falſe Prophet. & t is David's Plea, 7 

hope in thy Ward; but this Hope is againſt the 
d. Sbew me a Word of Chrift for thy Hope, 

that He will fave thee in thine Ignorance, or 

ect of his Service, and I will never 5 to ſhake 


5 Confidence. | 


2. Gov doth with abhorrence. reject this Hope. 
12 condemned in the Prophet, went on in 
their Sins, yet (ſaith the Text) they will lean upon 

Lok. Gop will not endure to be made 
Prop to Men in their Sins. The Lond re ſecded 
thoſe — tuous Sinners that went on ſtill in 
their aſſes, and yet would ſtay themſelyes 
n ay OD of /rael, as a Man would ſhake 
| the Briars that clave to his Garment, 


Ty be any thing worth, it will 
e but en 
doth cheriſh Men in their Sins. 


Wovzp you have us, then, ta ar 


1 ANSWER, You welt Fafa of ever com 
to Heaven as you are, pg you re 10 
unconverted. You muſt deſpair ever to ſee the 
Face of Gop, without 1 4 but you muſt 
by no Means deſpair of findin 1 Gon W.. 


| thorough l co neither 
| _ _ 


1 
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may you deſpair of attaining to Repentante and 
Converſion in the Uſe of Gop's Means. d. 


V. Wirnovr this, all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered will be (as to you) in vain : It will no- 
way avail to your Salvation. Many urge this ay 
a ſufficient Ground for their Hopes, that Chrif 
died for Sinners: But I muſt tell you, Chriſ never 
died to ſave impenitent Sinners (fo continuing.) 
A wor Divine was wont, in his private Deali 
wi 


e to aſk two Queſtions : 2 What h 
Chry/t done for you ? 2. What hath Chri/t wrought 
in you ? Without the Application of the . 


Regeneration, we can have no ſaving Intereſt in 


the Beneſits of Redemption. I tell you from the 
Lok, Chriff Himſelf cannot ſave you, if you go 
on in this Eſtate. * 
1. Ir were egainf? his Traft. The Mediator it 
the Servent of the Father ; Seu, his Com from 
Him; ali in bis Name, and pleads his N 
And Gor bath committed all Things to Him, en- 
trufted hit own Glory, and the Salvation of the Ele 
with Him. Accordingly, Chriſt gives his Father an 
Account of both Parts of his Truff, before He leaves 
the Herd. Now Chris ſhould quite. craſs his 
Father's Ag. his greateſt Truſt, if He ſhould 
fave Men in their Sins; for this were to overturn 
all his Counſels, and to offer Violence to all his 


* 


Firſt, To everturn all his Counſels. Of which, 

9 is is the Order: That Men ſhould be brought thre 
fication, to Salvation, He hath choſen them, 

that They ſhould be holy. They are elected to Pardm 
and Life through Sancti cation. If thou canſt repeal 
the Law of Gon's immutable Counſel, or 
Him whom the Father hath ſealed, to go directly 


againſt his Commiſſion ; an 


Wer eee ere. TT 
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thou get to Heaven in this Condition. To. 
hope that Chr; will fave thee, while unconverted, 
is to hope that Chri/t will falkify his Truft, 


Secondy fi offer the Re 2 all his gare 
To + Fo oa: Fort teouſneſs o' 
ies in rendering to all G 1 their 
Now ſhould Men ſow to the Fleſh, and yet 
{the Spirit reap everlaſt: 1 Ee. Where were 
Glory of divine Juſtice, . linde 1 ſhould be gi- 
ih to the Wicked, according td the Work 01 
Righteous? 2. To his Holineſs, If Go ſhould 
y ſave Sinners, but ſave them in — 
Sins his moſt pure Holineſs would be exceedingly 
defaced. They cannot fland in his Judgment, * 
cannot abide in his Preſence. If holy David would 
not endure ſuch in his Houſe, no, nor in his 
45 ſhall we think Gop will? 3. To his Fra- 
For God hath declared from Heaven, That 
770 ſhall ſay, he ſhall have Peace, though he go 
magination 0 op Heart, his rath 
ſmoke again/t that That they (anly) that a 
5715 forſake their "Sins, ſhall py 
Il enter into his Hi 0% be 7 chan 
Hands, and à pure Heart. Where were God's 
Truth, if. notwithſtanding all this, He ſhoul 
0 Men to Salvation, without Converſion ? 
eſperate Sinner, that dareſt to 
that Chrift will put the Lie upon his Father, 
nullify his Wo , to fave thee! 4 To his Wiſdom : 
For this were to throw away the choiceſt Mercies 
on them that would not value them, nor were 
led y fuited to them, Firſt, they would not 
e them. The unſanQifed Sinner puts but little 
upon Gop's great Salvatign-; He ſets no 
by Grit, chan the whole by the Phyſician. 
e prizeth not his Balm, valugs pot his Cu 


e his Blood. * d ĩt 
. * 83 * with 
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with Wiſdom, to force Pardon and Life upon 
them that would give Him no Thanks for them? 
Will the All-wiſe Gop (when He hath forbidden 
us to do it) throw hit Things to Dogs, and hit 
Piarls to Swine, that would (as it were) but turn 
again, and rend Him ? This would make Mercy 
to be deſpiſed indeed. Secondly, are no- 
way ſuited to them. The divine Wiſdom is ſeen 
in hin Things each to other ; the Means to the 
End, the Quality of the Gift, to the Capacity of 
the Receiver. Now, if Chrift ſhould bring the un- 
erate Sinner to Heaven, he could take no 
more Felicity there, than a Beaſt if you ſhould 
bring him into a beautiful Room, to the Soci 
of learned Men, and a well-furniſh'd Table; 
when as the poor Thing had much rather be gra- 
zing with his fellow Brutes. Alas ! What ſhould 
an unſanctified Creature do in Heaven? He could 
take no Content there, becauſe nothing ſuits him? 
The Place doth not fuit him ; he d be quite 
out of his Element, as a Fiſh out of Water. | 
8 doth not ſuit him. What Communios 
hath Darkneſs with Light? Corruption with Per- 
ſection? The Employment doth not fuit him: 
The Anthems of Heaven fit not his Mouth, uit 
not his Ear. Canſt thou charm thy Beaſt with 
Mufick ? Or wilt thou bring him to the Organ, 
and that he ſhould make thee Melody, or 
| ime with the Choir ? or had he he 
would have no Will; and fo could find no Plex 
ſure. Alas! If the poor Man think a Sermon long 
and ſay of a Sabbath, What a Wearineſs is it! 
How miſerable would he think it, to be held to f 
to all Eternity ? 5. To his Immutability, to his On 
niſcrence and Onmpotence. For this is enacted it 
Heaven, and enrolled in the Decrees of the Cour 
above, that none but the pure in Heart | 
J Gop. This is laid up with Him, 
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among his Treaſures, Now, if Chrift yet 
any to Heaven unconverted, either He ind get 
them in without his Father's Knowledge; and 
then where is his Omniſcience? Or againſt his 
Will, and then, where were Omnipotence? Or 
He muft change his Will, and then, where his 


Simex, wilt thou not yet prog up thy vain 
Hope of being ſaved in this Condition? Saith Bil. 
ſhall the Earth. be forſaken for thee, or the 
Rocks moved out of their Place ? Shall the Laws of 
Heaven be reverſed ? Shall the everlaſting Foun- 
dations. be overturned for thee ? Shall Cu put 
out the Eye of his Father's Omniſcience, or 
ſhorten the Arm of his eternal Power for thee ? 
Shall divine Juftice be violated, or the Brightneſs 
of the Glory of his Holineſs be blemiſhed for thee? 
Oh the Impoſſibility, 1 Blaſphemy, that 
is in ſuch a Confidence! To think Chriſt will ever 
fave thee in this Condition, is to make thy Saviour 
become a Sinner, and to do more Wrong to the 
ufnite M hel than all the Wicked on Earth, 


a 
or-Devils in Hell ever did, or could: And yet 
wilt thou not give up ſuch a blaſphemous Hope ? 
Atty 3 | 8 
IL. Acamsr bis Ward. We need not fay, 
Who fhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring down Chrift 

from above Or tube ſhall deſcend into the deep, to 
bring Chriſt up from beneath ? The Word is nigh us. 
Are you agreed that Chrift fhall end the Contro- 
very? Hear, then, his Words: Except be 
emverted, you Hall in no-wiſe enter into the Kingdom 
of. Heaven. ' Du muſt be again. Repent, or 
teri. One Word, one would think, were 
h from Crit; but how often and earneſt 
Goth He reiterate it? Yerily; verily, except c Man 
lun again, he" ſhall not ſee the Kingdom 1 Fer, 


2000s 
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Vea, He doth not only aſſert, but prove the Ne- 
ceſſity of the New-birth, viz. from the F = 
neſs and Filthineſs of Man's Firſt- birth; b 

2 0k. Mak. is mo avare Be hor Bent Er 
than the Beaſt is for the Chamber of the King's 
Preſence. And wilt thou yet believe thine 'own 


eſumptuous Confidence, di againſt Chri/?s 
Torts He muſt quite daft the Laws of 


om, and Rule of his . deve 
Eftate. 


Le 
che 


ce 


Ul. Acamer his Oath. He hath lifted up his 
Hand to Heaven, He hath ſworn, that thoſe that 
remain in Unbelief, and know not his Ways, 
(chat is, are ignorant of them, or diſobedient to 
them) Hall not enter into his Reſt. And wilt thon 
not yet believe, O Sinner, that He is in earneſt} 
Canſt thou hope He will be forſworn for thee? 
The Covenant of Grace is confirmed by an Oath, 
and ſealed by Blood; but all muſt be made void; 
and another Way to Heaven found out, if thou be 
ſaved, living and dying unſanctified. Gop i- 
come to his loweſt and laſt Terms with Man 
But Men cannot be ſaved, while unconverted, ex- 
oept could get another Covenant made, and 
the whole Frame of the Goſpel (which was eſtab- 
liſhed for ever, with ſuch dreadful Solemnities) 
1 nnn 


IV. AcainsT his 1 God will ſo ſhew 
his Love to the Sinner, as withal to ſhew his Ha- 
n 
Fi Jeſus, mu fi pert fi rom ws 

ngodlinefs : be that back 2h, 25 
Chriſt, — 5 _ himſelf as He ts 45 85 
* * be a n W 
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would have all the World to know, 
pardon Sin, ARSE ARIA ö 


v. Acamsr his Offices. God hath exalted 
Him to be a Prince and a Saviour. He would act 
againſt both, ſhould He ſave Men in Wel Sins. 
It is the Office of a King, 


To be « re to evil Doers, and @ Praiſe 10 
them that do well. He is a Miniſter Gon, a Re- 
venger to execute Wrath on him that doth Evil. Now; 
ſhould Chri/t favour the ungodly, (ſo continuing) 
and take thoſe to reign with Him, that would not 
that He ſhould reign over them: This was quite 

azainſt his Office : He therefore reigns, that He 
ut his Enemies under his Peet. Now, 
Bold He lay them in his Boſom, He would eros 
the End of his regal Power. What King would 
take Rebels, in open Hoſtility, into his Court? 
What were this, but to betray Life, Ki | 
Government, and all together? If Chrift de a 
King, He muſt have Homage, Honour, 
on. Now, to ſave Men while in their natural 
2 _ to obſcure his Dignity, loſe his 
. Contempt on his Go 
24 ſell dong Rights for nought. : 


Ac Alx, As Chri ſhould not be u Prices; fo 
neither a Saviour if He ſhould do this, for his Sal- 
vation is | ares He is called Jeſus, becauſe He 
ſaves his People om their Sins; ſo that ſhould 
He ſave them i in — Sins, He ſhould be neither 
Lokd nor Feſus, To ſave Men from the Puniſſi 
ment, and not from the Power of Sin, were to do 
this Work by halves, and be an imperfect Saviour. 
His Office, as the Deliverer is, to turn away un. 
gedlineſs from Jacob He is ſent to bleſs" Men, in 
urnng them from their Iniguties; to mas an * 
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$in: So that He ſhould deſtroy his own Deſigns, 
and nullify his Offices, to ſave Men abiding in 
their unconverted State. ; 


Anis, then |. What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper 
Awake, O ſecure Sinner, left thou be conſum 
in thine Iniquities. Say, as the Lepers, ue 
here, we fhall dir. Verily, it is not more certain 
that thou art now out of Hell, than that thou 
ſhalt ſpeedily be in it, except thou repent, and he 
converted; there is but this one Door for thee 
eſcape. Ariſe, then, O"Sluggard, and ſhake of 
thine Excuſes: How long wk thou ſlumber, and 
fold thine Hands to Sleep? Wilt thou lie down in 
the Midſt of the Sea, or fleep on the Top of the 
Maſt? There is no Remedy; but thou mult ei- 
ther turn or burn. There is an unchangeable Ne- 
ceflity of the Change of thy Condition, except 
thou art reſolved to abide the worſt of it, and 
it with the Almighty, If thou Joveſt thy Life, 6 
ariſe, and come away. Methinks I ſee the 
Lonn Feſus laying the merciful Hands of an holy 
Violence upon thee ; methinks He carries it li 
the Angels to Lot, Then the Angels haſ-ened 
— 


Joes. iſe left thou be conſumed. And whule 
ed, Mm laid hold upon his Hand, the 
Loxp being merciful unto him, and they brought him 


without the City, and ſaid, eſcape for thy Life, fla 
wht in all the Bn oe es Fogg mc lejt 
thou be conſumed, | 5 
On how wilfal will thy DeſtruQon be, i they 
ſhouldſt yet harden thyſelf in thy finful State 
None of you can ſay, but you have had fair 
Warning; yet methinks I cannot tell how to 
Ieave you ſo: It is not enough to me to have de · 
lirered my own Soul. What! Shall I go aw 
without my Ecraad ? Wal vans of you eh oi 


. * 
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follow me? Have T been all tis while ſpeaking 
to the Wind? Have I been charming the deaf Ad- 
der, or allaying the tumbling Ocean with 1 ꝗ 
ments? Do I ſpeak to the Trees, or Rocks, 

to Men? To the Tombs and Monuments of Pod 
dead, or to a living Auditory ? If you be Men, 
and not ſenſeleſs Stocks, _— ſtill, and conſide# 


whither you are going: you have the Reaſon 
and Underſtandin N e 4 * not to run into 
the Flames, and fall into Hell with your Eyes open; 


but bethink yourſelves, and ſet to the Work of 
Repentance, What, Men, and yet run into the 
Pit, when the very Beaſts will not be forced in 
What, endowed with Reaſon, and yet dally wil 
Death and Hell, and the Vengeance of the A= 
mighty! Are Men herein diſtinguiſhed ſrom the 
Brutes, that they have no Foreſight of, and Care 
for the Things to come; and will you not haſten 
your Eſcape from eternal Torments? Ob, ſhew 
yourſelves Men, and let Reaſon prevail with you: 
[+ it a reaſonable Thing for you to contend againſt 
FE ec Lonp, your Makes ? Or to harden 7 * — 
inſt his Word, as though the Strength of M 
uld He? Is it . that an tene 
Creature mould loſe, yea, live quite againſt the 
— End of his Being, and be as 2 en Pitcher, 
only ſit for the em Is it tolerable that the 
ay Thing g in this I Gop hath _ 
capable of knowing his Will, and bungi ind” 
Glory, ſhould N Ignorance af his Maker, 
2 be unſerviceable to his Uſe; yea, ſhould be 
ged againſt Him, and ſpit his Venom in the 
Pa of his Creator? Hear, O Heavens, and give 
car, O Earth, and tet the Creatures without Senſe 
OY if this be Reaſon, That Man, when 
Cop hath nouriſhed and brought him up, ſhould ' 
rebel againſt Him: Judge in your ownſelyes*:" Is 
Kaden bnable Undertaking, for Briars and Thorns 


WW 
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to ſet FOOTER) in Battle againſt the devouring 
F ire? Or for the F She Earth to firive 
with his Maker? Poe will ſay, this is not * 
ber ſurely the Eye Reaſon is quite put out. 


” Wrar fhall I fay ? I could ſpend myſelf in thi 
ent. Oh, that you would but r to 
me? That you would preſently ſet upon a new 
Courſe! Will you not be made clean? ſhall 
it once be? What! will no Body be perſuaded? 
Reader, ſhall I prevail with —4 for one ? Wit 
thou fit down o conſider the afore-mentioned 
Arguments, and debate it, Whether it be nat bel 
to turn? Come, and let us Reaſon together: Is it W T 
for thee to be here? Wilt thou fit ſtill till ce 

ide come in upon thee ? Is it for thee to try 
en Bog ls Þ grad oe te Wonky and to 
bares Shy | in a Canceit, that all is well with 

thee, while thou remaineſt unſanRified ? 


Bur I know you will not be perſuaded, but the 
Part will be as they have been, and do u 
| . done. 1 know the Drunkard will to his 
omit again, and the Deceiver will to his Dectit 
again, and the Juſtful Wanton to his Dalliance + 
gain. Alas, that I muſt leave you where you 


Were in your Ignorance or 
lifeleſs Formality, and cuſtomary Devotions! How 


HEMP tt MD ow 5. 


_OmisTrACTED Sinners What will their Ex 
„ will they do in the Day of Vikieation; 


H. ö hav 
i 16 ſie for a ; where will they 


| hath Sin bewitche 
; how ow ecu Sp Gop of this World 
Dug is 
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uncircumciſed their Ears! how obdurate their 
Hearts] Satan hath them at his Beck. But how 
long may I call, and get no Anſwer; I may diſ- 
pute with them Year after Year; and they will 
give me the —_— and that is all. They muſt 
will have their Sins, ſay what Iwill: Though 
tell them there is Death in the Cup, yet they will 
take it up. Though I tell them it is the broad Way, 
and endeth in Deſtruction, yet they will go on in 
it: I warn them, yet cannot win them. Sometimes 
I' think, the Mercies of Gop will melt them, and 
his winning Invitations will overcome them; but 
T find them as they were: Sometimes, that the 
Terror of the Loxp will perſuade them; yet nei- 
ther will this do it. They will approve the Word, 
like the Sermon, commend the Preacher, but they 
will yet live as they did. They will not deny me, 
and yet they will not obey me. They will flock to 
the Word of Gop, and fit before me as his Peo- 
ple, and hear my Words; but they will not do 
them. They value, and will plead for Miniſters, 
and Iam to them as the lovely Song of one that 
hath a pleaſant Voice, yet I cannot get them to 
come under Chri/”s Y oak. They love me, and will 
44 to ſay, they will do any Thing for me; 
but I cannot perſuade them to leave their Sins, to 
. forgo their evil Company, their Intemperance, 
their unjuſt Gains. I cannot prevail with them to 
ſet up Prayer in their Families and Cloſets, yet 
they. will promiſe me, like the forward Son, t 
aid, J go, Sir; but went not; I cannot perſuade 
them to learn the Principles of Religion, though 
elſe: they till die without Knowledge: I tell them 
their, Miſery, but they will not believe but it 
13, well 2 If I tell them particularly, Ifear 
for ſuch Reaſons their State is bad, they will judge 


we cenſorious; or, if they be a little awaken- 
hs . : 


T 
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ed, are quickly, 
have loſt the of all. 


Al As for my poor Hearers! Muſt they * at 
laſt by Hundreds, when Miniſters would fo fain 
fave Ay; What Courſe ſhall I uſe with them 
that 1 ma not tried? bat fball, I de for the 
Daughter of my Peep?  O Lord God, hep, 
2 hall 1 — them thus? If they will not hear 

me, yet do Thou hear me: Ob, that they might 
| bye in thy Sight! Lord ſave them, or elſe t - 
periſh; my Heart would melt to ſee their Houſes on Tie 
about their Ears, when they were foft oflcep in thar 
Beds; and ſhall not my Soul be moved within, me, 18 
fee them falling into endleſs Perdition.! Lok Dy have 
Gaompaſſion, and ſave them out of the Burning: Put 
Tei thy Divine Pawer, and the Work will be due. 
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CHAP. IV. 
sauer the Mars of the UNCOXVERTED. 


FHILE uv we herd Fury in Geacrals, - ave is 

little Fruit to be expected: It is the Hand- 

Fight that does Execution. David is not awaken- 
ed: by the Prophet's hovering at a Diſtance: He. is 
forced to doſe with him, and tell him home, Then 
art the Man. Few will, in Words, deny. the Ne- 
cclity of the New-Birth ; but they have a ſejt-de- 
Confidence, that the Work is not now to do; 

and hecauſe they know themſelves free from, grols 
Hypocriſy, they are confident of their Sjncerity, 
and ſuſpect not-that more cloſe Hypocriſy (where 
the greateſt Danger lies) by which 9 — 
his own Soul. But Man's deceitful Heart is ſuch 
2 matchleſs Cheat, that I know not whether be 


greater, 
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greater, the Difficulty, or the Neceſſity of the un 
deceiving Work I am now upon. Alas, for my 


unconverted Hearers! they muſt be undeceived, or 
undone. But how ſhall is be effected? 


- HeLP, O all-ſearthing L Light ! and let thy diſcern- 
ing Eye diſcover the rotten eee 0 70 Self-de- 
cerver; and lead me, O Lord marks as Thou did, 

thy Prophet into the Chambers of Imagery, and dig 
through the Mail of Sinners Hearts, and diſcaver 
the hidden Abominations that are lurking out of Sight. 
Y, ſend thine Angel before me, to open the ſundry 
Wards of their HFlearts, as Thou * 5 before Peter, 
and make even the Iron-Gates to fl fey open 55 their — 
Accord. Grant, O Loxp, that when the poor 

ceived Souls, with whom I have to do, Hall caft 7 thee 
Eyes upon theſe Lines, their Minds may be illummated,. 
and their Conſciences awakened, that they may ſee 


with their Eyes, and hear me” their Ears, and be- 


converted, va thou mayeſt heal them. 


Ta1s muſt be premiſed, before we proceed 


to the Diſcovery, That moſt Men may have a 
confident Perſualis 10 — 

are „ and be unfound. en 

— and Mitetadle, and poor, and 12 
and naked, and yet not know it; 8 they 
may be confident that they are rich, and encreaſed 
in Grace. So that they are miferad deceived, 
that take a ſtrong Confidence for a ſuſhcient Evi- 
dence. They that have no better Proof than bare- 
ly a ſtrong Perſuaſion, that they are converted, are 
Gy as yet Strangers to Converſion.” 


Bor to come more cloſe: As it wis fd of the 
Abet. Hach ſo here; ſome of the Un- 


converted carry their ark f their Forehead, more 
1 openly; 
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_ openly; and ſome in their Hands, more covertly. 
The Apoſtle reckons up ſome, upon whom he writes 
the Sentence of Death, as in theſe dreadful Cata- 
logues, which I beſeech you to attend with all Di- 
ligence. For this you know, that no TWheremonger, 
ner unc can Perſon, ner covetous Man, who is an [d:- 
_ hath an Inheri:ance in the Kingdom Chriſt 
and of Gop. Let no Man deceive you with vain 
Nerds; fer becauſe of theſe Things cometh the Wrath 
ef GoD en the Children of Diſobedience. But 
the Fearful and Unbelicving, and the Abominable, 
and Murderers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerer, 
and Idolaters, and all Liars, fhall have their Part 
in the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimftone, 
which is the ſecond Death. Know ye not that th: 
Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Gov? 
Be not deceived; neither Fornicators, nor Idelater:;, 
nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of then- 
. {elves with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, ner 
Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extertioners, Hall in- 
berit the Kingdom of God. Wo to them that have 
their — written in theſe: Such may know, 28 
_ certainly as if Go p had told them from Heaven, 
that they are unſanctified, and under an Sant 
lity of being ſaved in this Condition. 


FTurxx are then theſe ſeveral Sorts, that; paſt 
all Diſpute, are unconverted; they * ther 
Marks 1 in their Foreheads. . 


i. TRR Unclean. Theſe are ever rockangs 
among the Goats, and have their Names in all the 


- aforementioned Catalogues, 


2. TRE Covetovs. Theſe are ever branded for 
Idolaters, and the Doors of the Kingdom are {hut 
__ them by Name. | 


3. DRuxx- 
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3. DnunxAnrDs. Not only ſuch as drink away 
the Reaſon, but ſuch as are given to ſtrong Drink, 
The Lox fills bis Mouth with Woes againſt theſe, 
and declares them to have no Inheritance in * 
Kingdom of Gop. b 


4. LiARxs. The Gop that cannot lye hath told 
Gn that there is no Place for them in his King- 
dom; but their Portion is with the Father of Lies 


22 they are} i in (Iu of TP 


ings 


42> 


+ 


6. Ravens and BACKBITERS; that love to 
take up a Reproach againſt their Neighbour, and 


fling Dirt in his Face, or wound hun ſecretly be- 


bind his Back. 

Tmeves, Extertioners, Oppriſſors, 

| 22 or over- reach . e * 
muſt know, that Gov #is the Avenger of all 
Hear, O ye falſe and purloining, and 25 
vants; hear, O ye deceitful Tradeſmen; hear our 
Sentence: Gop will certainly turn your T 
of. Unrighteouſneſs into the Treaſures of Wrath, 
and make your ilb gotten Silver and Gold to tor- 
ment you, like burning Metal in your Bowen. 


1 2, 3. 


$; Ak ther Bor ie d 
hip; that hear not kis Wort 


7' of Gow's Mor- 
d, that mind not their 


Gow in tir World. 


T3 Stnugh, 


SWEARERS. The End e without 
Repentance, 1s Deſtruction, . 
Condemnation. 


own, nor their- Families Souls, but live without 
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Stn, conſider diligently whether thou art 
not in one of theſe Ranks; for if this be thy Caſe, 
thou art in the Bond of Iniquity ; for all theſe carry 


their Marks in their Foxeheads, and are undoubt- 


edly the Sons of Death. 


Ap if ſo, the Loxp 422 poor Congrega- | 


tions. Oh, how little a Number will be left, 
when theſe are left out! Alas, on how many Doors, 
on how many Faces muſt we write, LorD, bave 
Mercy upon us Sits, what Shift do you make to 
keep up your Confidence of your good Eſtate, when 
Gop from Heaven declares'againſt you, and pro- 
nounces you in a State of Damnation? I would 
reaſon with you, as Gop did with them; Heu 


canft thou ſay, I am not polluted? See thy Way in 


the Valley, know what thou heft dere. Man, is not 
thy Conſcience privy to thy Tricks of Deceit, to 
thy Chamber-Pranks, to thy Way of Lying? Vea, 
are not thy Friends, thy . amily, thy Neighours, 


witneſs to thy Neglects of Gop's Worſhip, to thy 


covetous Practices, to thy envious or malicious 
Carriage? May not they point at thee as thou goeſt, 
There goes a drunken Natal, a Companion of 
Evil-doers ; There goes a Railer, or a Scoffer, or 
a looſe Liver; Beloved, Gor hath written it as 
with a Sun-beam, in the Book out of which you 
muſt be judged, that none ſuch (except renewed) 
ſhall ever eſcape the Damnation of Hell. 


O, that ſuch of you would now be perſuaded to 


elſe Iniquity will be your Ruin! Alas for poor 
hardened Sinners! Muſt I leave you at laſt where 
ou were? Muſt I leave the Women ſtill at his 


liance? the Malicious in his Venom, and the 


Drunkard at his Vomit? However, you muſt know 
that you have been warned, and that I am clear of 
* a | your 


repent and turn from all your Tranſgreſſions, or 
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your Blood. And whether Men will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear, I will leave theſe Seriptures 
with them, either as Thunderbolts to awaken them, 
or as Searing-Irons to harden. them to a reprobate 
Senſe. Gop ſhall wound the Head of his Enemies, 
and the hairy Scalp of ſuch an one. as geeth en Hill 
in lis Treſpaſſes. —— He that being eſten rrev- 
id, bardneth bis Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be agſtrey- 
ed, and that withaut Remedy. —— Becauſe I have 
called, and ye have refuſed; I have firetched aut my 
Hand, and no Man regarded: I will mock at \ your. 
Calamity, tulen your De/iruttion cometh as a I thirls 


* 


Aer lle ar re 
Ax now I imagine many will begin to bleſs 
themſelves, and to think all is well, becauſe they 
cannot be ſpotted with the groſſer Evils above men- 
tioned. , But I muſt further tell you, that there are 
another Sort of urſ.nQified Per ſons, that carry not 
their Marks in their Forcheads,, but more ſecretly 
and covertly in their Hands. Theſe frequently de- 
ceive themſelves and others, and paſs for goed Cbri- 
ſtiant, when they are all the while unſound at Bot- 
tom. Many paſs undiſcovered, till Death and 
Judgment bring all to Light. [Theſe Self-deceivers 
ſeem to come even to Heaven's Gate, with Confi- 
dence of their Admiſſion, and yet are turned off at 
laſt. Brethren, Beloved, I beſeech you deeply to 
lay to Heart, and firmly to retain this awakening 
Conſideration ; That Multiiudes miſcarry ly the Hand 
77 ſecret Sin, that is not only hidden from others, 
(Fer uant of obſerving their own Hearts) even 
from themſelves. A Man may be free from open 
Pollutions, and yet die at laſt by the Hand of ſome, 
unobſerved Iniquity. And there be. theſe twelve 
hidden Sins, by which Souls go down by Numbers 
into the Chambers of Death: I heſe you mult ſearch; 
careſully for, and take them as black Marks (where- 


ever 
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ever they ny: "—_—_ an unconverted E. 
Kate. And Jeden —. your Lives, 5 wo 
with a ho alou ſelves; 1 
be the Per 2 — 10 

1. Goss . Oh, dow ena 
doth this Sin kill in the Dark, while they think ve. 
rily they are in the ready Way to Heaven! This 
is the Murderer that difpatcheth Thouſands in a ſi. 
Tent Manner, when they nothing, and fee 
not the Hand that miſchiefs them. You ſhall fing, 
Whatever Excuſes you have for I it is 4 
Soul- undoing Evil. Ah! would it not have pitied 
a Man's Heart to have ſcen that woful Spectacle, 
when the poor Proteſtants were ſhut up, a Multi- 
tude together in a Barn, and a Butcher comes, with 
his inhuman Hands, warm in Humar Blood, and 
leads them one by one, blindſold, to a Block, 
where he'flew them one after another by the Scores, 
in cool Blood ? But how much more ſhould your 
Hearts bleed to think of the Hundreds in great 
| Congregations that Ignorance doth butcher in ſe- 
ere, and lead them blindfold to the Block. Be- 
ware this is none of your Caſe: Make no Pleas for 
Ignorance: If you ſpare that Sin, know that that 
will not ſpare you. A ad a Murderer 
i bis Boſom? 


x. Srctiwy Reſerves in c - with Chrift To 
torfake all for C30 to hate Father and Mother, 

and a Man's own Life for him; this is a hard 
Ling Some will do much, but they will not 
be of the Religion that will undo them; they never 
come to be hei devoted to Chri/?, nor fully to 
reſign to him; they muſt have the ſweet Sin" they 
mean to do themſelves no Harm; th have ſecret 


en for Life, Liber or Eher Mary 
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take Chrift thus, and never conſider his ſelf-· deny ing 
Terms, nor caſt up the Coſt; and this Error in the 
Foundation mars all, and ſecretly ruins them for 


cv ET, 


3. FoRMALITY. Many reſt in the Outſide of 
Religion, and in the external Performances of holy 
Duties: And this oft-times doth moſt effectually 
deceive Men; and doth more certainly undo them 
than open Looſneſs. They hear, they faſt, they 
pray, they give Alms, and therefore will not be- 
lieve but their Caſe is good: Whereas reſting in the 
Work done, and coming ſhort of the Heart-work, 
the inward Power and Vitals of Religion, they fall 
at laſt into the Burning, from the confident Per- 
ſuaſions of their being in the ready Way to Heaven. 
O dreadful Caſe, when a Man's Ret igion ſhall ſerve 
only to harden him, and to delude and deceive his 


own Soul! | 


4. Tux Prevalency, of {ale Bag in holy Duties. 
This was the Bane of the Phariſees. Oh, how 
many a poor Soul is: undone by tha and drops 
into Hell before he diſcerns his Miſtake! He per- 
forms good Duties, and ſo thinks all is well, and 
ccives not that he is actuated by carnal Motives. 
t is too true, that even with the Sanctiſied, 
carnal Ends will oft-times creep in; but they are 
the Matter of his Hatred and -Humiliation, and 
never come to be habitually prevalent with, him, 
But when the main Thing that doth ordinazily 
carry a Man to religious Duties, ſhall be ſome car- 
7 nd, as, to ſatisfy his Conſcience, to get the 
epute of being religious, to ſhew his Gifts and 


ul 


Parts, to avoid the Reproach of an irreligious Per- 
ſon, or the like; this diſcovers an unſound Heart. 


Q Chriſtians, if you would avoid Self-deceit,. ſee 
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that you mind, not only your Acts, but withal, 
yea, above all, your Ends. 


5. TRUSTING in their own 9 This 
is a Soul-undoing Miſchief. When Men truſt in 
their own Righteouſneſs, they do indeed reject 
Chrif”s. Beloved, you had need be watchful on 
every Hand, for not only your Sins, but your Du- 
ties, may undo you; it may be you never thought 
of this, 4 ſo it is, that a Man may as certainly 
miſcarry by his ſeeming Righteouſneſs, as by grok 
Sins ; and that is, when a Man doth truſt to theſe 
for the ſatisfying Gop's Juſtice, appeaſing his Wrath, 
procuring his Favour, and obtaining his own Pat- 
don; for this is to put Chri/? out of Office, and 
make a Saviour of our own Duties and Graces. 
Beware of this, O Profeſſors; you are much in 
Duties, but this one Fly will ſpoil all the Oint- 
ment. When you have done moſt and beſt, be 
ſure to go out of yourſelves to Chrift, reckon yout 
'own Righteouſneſs but Rags. | 


6. A xecrET Enmity dgainff the Strictneſi of Rv 
Fgion. Ma Moral Ported, — pier 
formal Devotion, have yet a bitter Enmity- againſt 
Preciſeneſs, and hate the Life and Power of Reli- 
* They like not this Forwardnefs, nor that 
len ſhould keep ſuch a Stir in Religion: They 
condemn the Strictneſs of it, as Singularity, Indit- 
eretion, and in te Zeal: And with them, 2 
lively Preacher, or lively Chriſtian, is but a heady 
Fellow. Thefe Men love not Holinefs, as Holi- 
neſs, (for then would love the Height of Holi- 
neſs) and therefore are andoubtedly rotten at Heart, 
Whatever good Opinion they have of themſelves. 
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nnn in a certain Pitch of Religiar. 
hen they have ſo much as will fave them * 
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ſuppoſe) they look no farther, and ſo ſhew them 
ſelves ſhort of true Grace, which will ever put Men 


upon aſpiring to Perfection. 


8. Tus Love of the IWerld. This is the ſure; 
Evidence of an unſanctified Heart. 


» BuT how cloſe doth this Sin lurk oft - times under 
a fair Covert of forward Profeſſion? Yea, ſuch a, 
Power of Deceit is there in this Sin, that many 
Times, when every body elſe can, ſee the Man's 
Worldlineſs and "Govetculnebs, he cannot fee. it 
himfelf; but hath ſo many Colours, and; Excuſes, 
and Pretences for his Eagerneſs on the World, that 
he doth blind his own Eyes, and periſh in bis Self- 
deceit, How many Profeſſors are here, with whom 
the World hath more of their Affections than Chris? 
who mind earthly Things, and thereby are evident» 

after the Fleſh, and like to end in Peſtruction ? 
et aſk theſe Men, and they will tell you confident- 
ly they prize Chri/t above all, Gop forbid elſe! 
aud ſee not their own Earthly-mindedneſs, for want, 
of a narrow Obſervation of the Workings of their 
own Hearts. Did they but carefully ſearch, they 
would quickly find, that their greateſt Content 1s 
in the World, and , their. greateſt Care and Endea - 
rour to ge and ſecure the World ; Which is the 
certain Diſcovery of an unconverted Sinner. May 
de proſeſſing Part of the World take earneſt h 
dhat they periſh not by the Hand of this Sin! | Men 
may be, and often are kept off from Chriſt, as ef- 
ſectually by the inordinate Love of lawtul. Com- 


forts, as by the moſt unlawful Courſes. 
| 9. MALice and Envy againft theſe that diſr eſpe 


them, or are injurious to them. Oh, how do many 
that ſeem to be religious remember Injuries, and 


any -Grudges, and will return Men mT 


- 
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they bring; wiſhing Eri to them that wrong them, 


ᷓrectly againſt the Rule of the Goſpel, the Pattern 
of Chrift, and the Nature of Gop. | Doubtlek, 
Where this Evil is kept in the Heart, and is not 


hated,” reſiſted, mortified, that Perſon is in a State 


.of Death. 


 Reaver, doth nothing of this touch thee? Art 
thou in none of the forementioned Ranks? Oh, 
ſearch and ſearch again; take thy Heart ſolemnly to 
taſk. Wo unto thee, if after all thy Proſeſſion, 
thou ſhouldſt be found under the Power of Igno- 
rance, loſt in Formality, drowned in Earthly- 
mindednefs, invenomed with Malice, exalted in an 
inion of thine own Righteouſneſs, leavened with 
Hypocriſy and carnal Ends in Gop's Service, im- 
bittered againſt Strictneſs: This would be a fad Dif 
covery, that all thy Religion were in vain. ' But! 
mult proceed. | 
10. UNMORTIFIED Pride: When Men love 
the Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe of Gov, 
and ſet their Hearts upon Eſteem, Applauſe, and 
Approbation, it is moſt certain they are yet in their 
Sins. When Men fee not, nor complain, nor 
| n under the Pride of their own Hearts, it is a 
ren they are ſtark dead in Sin. Oh, how ſecret- 
Iy doth this Sin live and reign in many Hearts, and 
* it not, but are very Strangers to them- 
ves | 


"11; THe Love of Pleaſure. This is a black 
Mark. When Men give the Fleſh the Liberty that 
it craves, and pamper and pleaſe it, and do not 
deny and reſtrain it; when their t Delight is 
in gratif / ino their Bellies, and pleaſing their Senſes! 
Whatever Appearance they may have of Religion, 
all is unſound. A Fleſh-pleaſing Life ha 4 
* | N plealing 
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pleaſing to Gop; They that are Chiiſt's have cruci- 
fed the Fleſh, and are careful to croſs it, and keep 
it under, as their Enemy. 7 


12. CARNAL Security, or ungrounded Confidence 
that their Condition is cad 2 Many cry, 
Peace, when ſudden Deſtruction is coming upon 
them. This was that which kept the fooliſh Vir- 
gins ſleeping, when they ſhould have been work- 
ing; upon their Beds, when they ſhould, have been 
at the Markets. They perceived not their Want 
of Oil, till the Bridegroom was come; and while 
they went to buy, the Door was ſhut. And Oh 
that theſe fooliſh Virgins had no Succeſſors! Where 
is the Place, yea, where is the Houſe altmoff, where 
theſe do not dwell? Men are willing to cheriſh in 
themſelves upon never ſo light Grounds, a Hope 
that their Condition is good, and ſo look not out 
after a Change, and by this Means petiſh in their 
Sins. Are you at Peace? Sbew me upon what 
Grounds your Peace is maintained. Is it a Scrip 
ture-Peace ? Can you ſhew the diſtinguiſhing M 
of a. ſound Believer? Can you evidence that you 
have ſomething more than any Hypocrite in the 
World ever had? If not, fear this Peace more thah 
any Trouble; and know, that 4 carnal Peace doth 
commoenty prove the moſt mortal Enemy of the 
poor Soul; and while it ſmiles and kiſſes, and ſpeaks 
7. air, Fo fatally ſmite it, as it were, under the 

is. .. ay % tos +. 


Bu this Time. methinks I hear my Reader, cry- 
ing out with the Diſciples, I bo then ſhall be ſaved? 
Set out from among our Congregations all thoſe 
Ranks of the Ptofane on the one Hand, and take 
out theſe twelve Sorts of ſelf-deceiving Hypocrites 
on the other, and tell me then, Whether it be not 
a Remnant that ſhall be ſaved? How few will be 

*FDOL. AXIV, * U the 
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the Sheep that ſhall be left, when all theſe ſhall be 
ſet among the Goats? For my Part, of all my nu- 
merous Hearers, I have no Hope to ſee any of them 
in Heaven, that are to be found among theſe 
twenty Sorts that are here mentioned, except by 
found Converſion they be brought into another Con- 


Ap now, Conſcience, do thine Office. Speak 
out, and ſpeak home to him that heareth or read- 
eth theſe Lines. If thou findeſt any of theſe Marks 
upon him, thou muſt pronounce him utterly un- 
clean, Take not up a Lie into thy Mouth: 
not Peace to him to whom God ſpeaks no Peace, 
Let not Luſt bribe thee, or Self-Love or carnal 
Prejudice blind thee, Come and give in Evidence: 
I require thee, in the Name of Gop, to go with 
me to the Search of the ſuſpected Houſe. As thou 
wilt anſwer it at thy Peril, give in a true Report of 
the State and Caſe of him that readeth this Book. 
Wilt thou altogether hold thy Peace at ſuch a Time 
as this? I adjure thee by the living Gop, that 
thou tell us the Truth. the Man converted, ot 
is he not? Doth he allow himſclf in any Way of 
Sin, or doth he not? Doth he truly love, and 
pleaſe, and prize, and delight in Gop above all 
other Things, or not? Come, put it to an Iſſue. 


How long ſhall this Man live at Uncertainties? 
O Conſcience, bring in thy Verdict. Is this Man 
a new Man, or is he not? Hath there paſled a 
thorough and mighty Change on him or no? When 
was the Time, where was the Place, or what was 
the Means by which this Change was wrought in his 
Soul? Speak, Conſcience: Or, if thou canſt not 
tell Time and Place, canſt thou ſhew, Scripture- 
Evidence that the Work is done: Hath the Man 
been ever taken off from his falſe Bottom, * 
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the falſe Hopes, and falſe Peace, wherein once he 
truſted? Hath he been deeply convinced of Sin, 
and of his loft and undone Condition, and brought 
out of himſelf, and off from his Sins, to give up 
himſelf entirely to 7eſus Grit? Or, doit thou 
not find him to this Day under the Power of Igno- 
rance, or in the Mire of Profaneneſs? Doſt thou 
not find him a Stranger to Prayer, a Neglecter of 
che Word, a Lover of this preſent World? Doſt 
thou not often catch him in a Lie? Doſt thou not 
find his Heart fermented with Malice, or burning 
with Luſt, or going after his Covetouſneſs? Speak 
plainly to all the forementioned Particulars: Canſt 
thou acquit this Man, this Woman, from being 
any of the twenty Sorts here deſcribed? If he be 
found with any of them, ſet him afide, his Portion 
is not with the Saints: He muſt be converted, and 
made a new Creature, or elſe he caunot enter into 


the Kingdom of Gon. 


© BertoveD, be not your own Betrayers, do not 
deceive your own Ho, nor ſet your Hands to 
pu own Ruin, by a wilful blinding of yourſelves. 
t up a Tribunal in your own Breaſts: Bring the 
Word and Conſcience together, to the Law, and to 
the Teſtimony. Hear what the Word concludes of 
your Eſtates. O, follow the Search, till you have 
found out how the Caſe ſtands. And ſuch is the 
Treachery of the Heart, the Subtilty of the Temp- . 
ter, and the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, they all conſpire to 
fatter and deceive the poor Soul: And withal, ſo 
common and eaſy it is to be miſtaken, that it is 
a thouſand to one but you will be deceived, unleſs 
you be very careful and impartial in the Enquiry 
into your ſpiritual Conditions. Therefore ply your: 
Work, go to the Bottom, ſearch as with Candles, 
bring your Coin to the Touchſtone. A World of 
counterfeit Coin is 8E. happy is he that takes 
; 2 no 
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no Counters for Gold. Satan is Maſter of Deceits; 
he can draw to the Life, he is perfect in the Trade, 
there is nothing but he can imitate: You canno 
with for any Grace, but he can fit you to a Hair 
with a Counterfeit. Trade warily, look on every 
Piece you take, be jealous, truſt not ſo much 2x 
your own Hearts. Run to God to ſearch you, an 

try you; to examine you, and prove your Reins, 
If other Helps ſuffice not to bring all to an Iſſue, 
but you are ſtill at a Loſs, open your Caſes faith- 
fully to ſome godly and faithful Miniſter. Reſt not 
till you have put the Buſineſs of your eternal Wel- 
fare out of Queſtion. O Searcher of Hearts, put 
this Soul upon and he'p him in the Search. 


C H A P . V. | 
Shewing the Miſeries of the Unconverted. 


O unſpeakably dreadful is the Caſe of every un- 

converted Soul, that I have ſometimes thought, 
we-could but convince Men they are unregene- 
rate, the Work were done. But I fadly experience, 
that ſuch a Spirit of Slumber poſſeſſeth the Unſanc- 
tified, that though they be convinced they are un- 
converted, yet they oft-times careleſly fit u; and 
what through the Avocation of ſenſual Pleaſures, or 
Hurry of worldly Buſineſs, or Noiſe and Clamour 
of earthly Cares, and Luſts and Affections, the Voice 
of Conſcience is drowned, and Men go no farther 


than ſome cold Wiſhes and general Purpoſes of re- 


penting and amending. 
Ir is therefore of high Neceſſity, that I not only 
convince Men they are unconverted, but alſo en- 


deavour to bring to a Senſe of the fearful Mi- 
ſery of this Eſtate. _ 3 


A 
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- BuT here I find myſelf a-ground at firſt puttin 
forth. What Tongue can tell the Heirs of Hell 
ſufficiently of their Miſery, Where is the ready 
Writer, whoſe Pen can decypher their Miſery that 
are without Gop in the World? This cannot fully 
be done, unleſs we know the infinite Ocean of that 
Bliſs which is in that Gop, whom a State of Sin 
doth exclude a Man from. Who tnoweth (faith 
Maſes ) the Power of thine Anger]? And how ſhall 
tell Men that which I do not know? Yet ſo much 
we know, as one would think would ſhake the 
Heart of that Man that had the leaſt Degree of ſpi- 
ritual Life and Senſe. : 


Bur this is the Difficulty; Tam to ſpeak to them 
that are without Senſe. Alas, this is not the leaſt 
Part of Man's Miſery, that. he is dead, ſtark dead' 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins. ; 


Corp bring Paradiſe into View, or 

the Kingdom of Heaven to as much Advantage as 
the Tempter did the Kingdoms of the World, and 
the Glory thereof; or could I uncover the Face of 

the Deep, the devouring Gulph of Tophet in all its 
Terrors, and open the Gates of the infernal Fur- 
nace; alas, he hath noEyes to ſee it. Could I paint. 
the Beauties of Holineſs, or Glory of the Goſpel, 
to the Life; or could I bring above-board the more 
than diabolical Deformity of Sin, he can no more 
judge of the Lovelineſs and Beauty of the one, nor 
the Filthineſs and Hatefulneſs of the other, than the 
blind Man of Colours. He is alienated from the. 
Life of God, through the Ignorance that is in him, 
becauſe of the Blindneſs of his Heart. He neither 
doth nor can know the 1 of Gon, oe they 
are ſpiritaally diſcerned.” His Eyes cannot be ſaving- 
ly opened, but by _— race. He is a Chi = 
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of Darkneſs, and walks in Darkneſs: You-the Light 
in him is Darkneſs. 


' SHALL I read his Sentence, or by OF in his Ear 
| the terrible Trump of Gop's Judgments, that one 
would think ſhould make both bs Ears to tingle, 
and ſtrike him into Beſſbaxzer's Fit; even to look 
his Foints, and make his Knees ſmite one againſt 
another! Vet, alas ! he ee me not, be hath 
no Ears to hear: Or ſhall I call up the Daughters 
of Muſick, 1 the Song of Moſes, and of the 
Lamb? Yet he wall not be ſtirred. Shall 1 allues 
hint with the joyful Sound, and the lovel yo Sang, 
e mo 


and Glad-tidings of the Goſpel; with t 
ſweet and invita Calls, Comforts, N 4 


the Divine Promiſes, fo exceedi 
cious? It will not FA bim, leh Finn, 
as well as tell him the New. 


. SHALL I ſet before. him the Feaſt of an 
the Wine of Wiſdom, the Bread of Gap, the Free, 
of Life, the hidden Manna? He hath no Appetite 
for them, no Mind to them. Should I preis the 
choiceſt Grapes, the heavenly Cluſlers 15 God's. 


diinne or 2 7 before him „5 delicious Honey- 


Gon's Teſtimonies? He hath no Taſte to 
diſcern them. Shall I inv ite the Dead to ariſe, and 
eat the Banquet of their Funerals? No more can, 
the Dead in Sin favour the holy Food WOE the. 
Loxp of Life hath ſpread his Table. 


 Wurar then ſhall I do? Shall I pas the fin 
ſtone of Hell at his Noſtrils? Or ſhall 1 open the 


Box of Spikenard, very precious, that filleth the 


whole Houſe of this Univerſe with its Perfume, and 
hope that the Savour of Chri/?'s Qintments, and the. 
Smell of his Garments will attract him? Alas L dead; 
Sinners are like the dumb Idols, they have ty = 
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but they ſpeak not; Eyes have they, but they ſee 
not; they have Ears, but they hear not; Noſes 
have they, but they ſmell not; they have Hands, 
bat they handle not; Feet have they, but they 
walk not; neither ſpeak they through their Throat. 
They are deſtitute of all ſpiritual Senſe and Mo- 
tion. | | 


Bur let me try the Senſe that doth laſt leave us, 
and draw the Sword of the Word: Yet lay at him 
while I will, yea, though I chuſe mine Arrows: 
out of Gop's Quiver, and direct them to the Heart, 
nevertheleſs he feeleth it not: For how ſhould he, 
being peft Feeling, Epheſ. iv. 19. So that though 
the Wrath of Gop abideth on him, and the moun- 
tzinous Weight of ſo many thouſand Sins, yet. be: 
goes up and down as light as if nothii ale im. 

a Word, he carries a dead Soul in a iving Body,. 
and his Fleſh is but the walking Coſin of a cor- 
rupted Mind, that is twice dead, rotting in the 
ume and Putrefaction of noifutne Luſts. 


Wyr1ca Way then ſhall I come at the miſerable 
Objects that I have to deal with? Who-ſhallmake 
the Heart of Stone to relent, or the lifeleſs Carcaſe: 
to feel and move That Gap that is able of Stones 
to raiſe up Children unto Abrabam; that taiſeth 
the Dead, and melteth the Mountains, and ſtrikes 
Water out of the Flinks; that Ibves to work like 
Himſelf, beyond the Hopes and Belief of a Man; 
that peopleth his Church with day Bones, and 
planteth his Orchard with dry Sticks; He is able to 
do this. Therefore I bow my Knee to the moſt 

Gop; aud as our Saviour prayed at the Se-: 
pulchre of Lazarus, ay the Shunamite ran to the. 
Man of Gop for her dead Child, ſo doth your 
mourning Miniſter kneel about your Graves, and 

Wo eo Nr 44 carry 
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carry you in the Arms of Prayer to that Gop in 
_ your Help is found. 


0 Troy all. -power ful Jehovah, thet worte 
and none can let Thee, ths haſt the Keys e Hi 
and of Death, pity the dead Souls that le een 
2 and roll away the Stone; and ſay, as to La- 
2 wo | Lighten Thou this Darkneſs, 0 
— bt, and bet the Day-ſpring from en 
High vi thy darkſome Regions of the Dead, to 


whom &; for Thou conf! open the Eyes that 
Death ite hath cloſed; ' Thou that eum the Ear, 
canſt reflore the Hearing. Say Thou to theſe Ears, 


Ephphatha, and they ſhall be opened. Groe Thou 
Eyes to fee thine Excellencies, a Taſte that may reliſh 
thy ye a Scent that favour thine Oint- 
ments, a Feeling of thy Wrath, of the intolerabl: 
Wight of d Sin. Give thy Servants Com- 


mand to rope fy to the dry Bones, and let the Effet; 
of this 7 be TE hy Prophet, when he pro. 
Pheſicd the alley of * ones — a 7 ve er- 


Auer great. 


Bur 1 muſt proceed, as I an ahh; to unfold 
that Miſery no Tongue can unfold, no Heart fuf- 
fciently comprehend. Know therefore, that while 
_ art od, | 


1. TRR infinite Gop is ed apain thee. 

is no ſmall X of thy Miſery: that Hees, N. 
Gop.. Thou mayeſt ſay of Gop, as Sheba of 
David, We have no Part in David, neither have 
we Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe. How piercing 
7 3 is that of Saul, 5 his Extremity ? The 
mes are upon me, and Gop 1s departed from 

me. 9 What will you do in the eg 
Wha Viſitation ? Whither willy * for Help? 
hat will you do when the Hines are upon 

you; 
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you; when the World ſhall take its eternal Leave 
of you; when you muſt bid your Friends, Houſes, 
Lands, farewel for evermore ? What will you do 
then, I ſay, that have never a God to go to? Will 
you call on Him ? Will you cry to Him for Help ? 
Alas! He will not own you, He will not take any 
Knowledge of you, but ſend you away with, I never 
knew ou. They that know what it is to have a 
God to go to, a Gop to live upon, they know a 
little, what a fearful Miſery it is to be without 
Gop. This made that holy Man ery out, Let me 
have a GoD wr nothing. Let me know Him, and 
his Will, and what will pleaſe Him, and how I may 
come to enjoy him; or would I had never had an 
Under/tanding to know any thing. a 


Bur thou art not only without Gop, but Gop 
is again thee, Oh, if Gop would but ſtand neu- 
ter, though he did not on nor help the poor Sin- 
ner, his Caſe were not ſo deeply miſerable. Though 
Gop ſhould give up the poor Creature to the Will 
of all his Enemies, to do their worſt with bim; 
though He ſhould deliver him over to the Tormen- 
tors, that Devils ſhould tear and torture him to 
their utmoſt Power and Skill, yet this were not 
half fo fearful, But Gop will 2 Himſelf againſt 
the Sinner; and believe it, It is a fearful Thing to 
fall into the Hands of the living Gop. There is 
no Friend like Him, no Enemy like Him. As 
much as Heaven is above the Earth, ſo much more 
horrible is it to fall into the Hands of the living 
Gop, than into the Paws of Bears or Lions, yea, 
Furies or Devils. Thy Deſtruction ſhall come 
from the Preſence of the LoRx D. Tophet 7s deep 
and large, and the Wrath of the LorD, like a River 

Brimflone, dath kindle it, Iſa. xxx. 33. If Goo 

againſt thee, who ſhall be for thee? If one Man 
/in againſt another, the Judge fball judge him: But 
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4 a Man fin againſt the Lox p, who ſhall intreat fur 

Im ? 1 Sam. ii. 25. Thou, even Thou, are to le 
feared : And who ſhall fland in thy Sight, when Thou 
art angry? | 


SINNER, methinks this ſhould go like a Dagger 
to thine Heart, to know that Gop is thine Enemy, 
Oh, whither wilt thou go: Where wilt thou el. 
ter thee? There is no Hope for thee, unleſs thou 
lay down thy Weapons, and ſue out thy Pardon, 
and get Chr:/? to ſtand thy Friend, and make thy 
Peace. If it were not for this, thou mighteſt go 
into ſome howling Wilderneſs, and there pine in 
Sorrow, and run mad for Anguiſh of Heart, and 
horrible Deſpair. But in Chriſi there is Mercy for 
thee, yea, a Proffer of Mercy to thee; that thou 
— have Gop to be more ſor thee, than he is 
now againſt thee. But if thou wilt not for ſake th 
Sins, nor turn thoroughly unto Gop, the Wra 
of Gop abideth on thee, and He proclaims Him- 
ſelf to be againſt thee, as in the Prophet, Exel. v. 
8. Therefere thus ſaith the Lox Gon, Bebel, I, 
even I, am againſt thee. 


Hrs Face is again thee. The Face of the 
Lorp is againſt them that do Evil, to cut off the 
Remembrance of them. Wo unto them whom Gop 

Hall ſet his Face againſt. When He did but look 
upon the Hoſt of the Egyptians, how terrible was 
the Conſequence ! Ezek. xiv. 8. I will ſet my Face 
againſt that Man, and will make him a Sign, anda 
. and will cut him off from the mid/Þ of my 
People, and you ſhall know that I am the Lox D. 


2. His Heart ts 1 He hateth, all the 
Workers of Iniquity. Man, doth not thine Heart 
tremble to think of thy being an Object of Gopꝰs 
Hatred ? Thaugh Moſes and Samuel flood befere me, 
| yet 
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yet my Mind could not be towards this People : My 
Soul loathed them, and their Souls alſo abborred me. 


3. His Hand is againſt thee. All his Attributes 
are againſt thee. Fir/t, His Juſtice is like a flame- 
ing Sword unſheathed againſt thee. 74 1 whet my 
glittering Sword, and my Hand take hold on Fudg- 
ment, I will render Vengeance to mine Fd esy 
and will reward them that hate me. I will make 
mine Arrows drunk with Blood. So exact is Juf- 
tice, that it will by no means clear the guilty. 
Gop will not diſcharge thee, He will not thee 
guilileſs, but will require the whole Debt in Perſon 
of thee, unleſs thou canſt make a Scripture Claim 
to Chrift, and his Satisfaction. When the en- 
lightned Sinner looks on Juſtice, and ſees the Ba- 
lance in which he muſt be weighed, and the Sword 
by which he muſt be executed, he feels an Earth- 
quake in his Breaſt. The Juſtice of Gop to the 
unpardoned Sinner, that hath a Senſe of his Miſery, 
is more terrible than the Sight of the Judge to the 
Robber, or of the Irons and Gibbet to the guilty 
Murderer. When Juſtice fits upon Life and Death, 
Oh, what dreadful Work doth it make with the 
wretched Sinner! Bind him Hand and Foot, caſt 
him into utter Darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth : Depart from me, ye curſed into 
everlaſiing Fire. This is the terrible Sentence that 
une pronounceth. Why Sinner, by this ſevere 

uſtice muſt. thou be tried; and as God liveth, 
this killing Sentence ſhalt thou hear, unleſs thou 
repent,. and be converted. l 


SECONDLY, The Holineſs of Gon is againſt thee. 
He is not only angry with thee, (fo He may be with 
his own Children) but He hath a fixed rooted Dif: 
pleafure againſt thee, he loaths thee. Gop's Na- 
4 TONY MOTT, dure 
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ture is infinitely contrary to Sin, and fo he cannt 
but hate a dupe out- of Or- 


On, what a Mis 87 7 is this, to be out of the 
Favour, yea, under the Hatred of Gop! That 
Gop can as eaſily ceaſe to be Gop, as not be con- 

to thee, and deteſt thee, except thou be changed 

ce. O Sinner, how ' darefſ thou think upon 

We Beauties, the Glory of Holineſs that is in God! 
The Stars are not foe. in his Sight." He huntbleth 
ar. to behold that are dine in Heaven, 
O thoſe Eyes of his "Whit do they eſpy in thee! 
And thou haſt no Intereſt in Chrit neither, that he 
ſhould plead for thee. Methinks He ſhould hear 
thee = By ory out, aſtoniſhed, with the Bethfhemites, 
Who fhall land before this holy Lox p Gop I Sam, 

vi. 20. 


< „mne, The Power of Gon is again 
The Glory of Gop's Power is to be pitt ed, in 
2 DeſtruQtion of them that obey not the Gotoel 
He will make his Power known in them. © Man, 
art thou able to make thy Party good: with thy 
Maker? No more than a filly Reed againſt the Ce- 
dars of God, or a little Cock-boat againſt the 
waiting Ocean. $54 8 


- SINNER, The Pony * Gop's Anger is againf 
thee, Pal. xc. 11. and Power and Anger together 
make fearful Work. It were better thou hadſt all 
the World in Arms againſt thee, than to have the 
Power of God againſt thee: There is no eſcaping 
his Hands, no breaking his Priſon. The Thunder 
- fs Power who can underſtand ? Unhappy. many 

t ſhall underſtand it by feeling it! F be uill 
rontend with Him, he cannot anſwer him one of 8 a 
thonſand He is wiſe in Heart, - and mighty is 
Strength : l bo hath hardened himſclf againji * 
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and proſperedꝰ Which removeth the Mountains, and 
they know it not; whith overturneth them in his An- 
ger : Which ſhaketh the Earth out off her Pluce, and 
the Pillars thereof tremble * Which' commandeth the 
Sun, and it riſeth nt; and ſealeth up the Stars. Be- 
hold he taketh away : Il bo can hinder him; u will 
ſay unto him, IV hat deft thou ? If God will not with- 
draw his Anger, the Proud-helpers do fivoþ under 
him, Job ix. 3, „4, 5» 6, c. And art thou a fit” 
0 


Match for ſuch an Antagoniſt? Oh, conſt 3 
yen that forget Gop, 1% ihe tear you in "ane 
thr be none to deliver you. 


God is againſt thee, 
He hath ordained his Arrows, and prepared the 
Inſtruments: of Death, and made all things ready, 
His Counſels are againſt thee, to contrive thy De- 
ſtruction, he ſeeth that the Day is coming. He 
ſees how thou wilt come down mightily in a Mo- 
ment ; how thou wilt wring thine Hands, and tear 
thine Hair, and eat thy Fleſh, and gnaſh thy Teeth 
for Anguiſh and Altonichment of Heart, when thou 
ſoeſt thou art fallen remedileſly ined the Pit of De- 


liruQion, 


mr Y The Truth of Gon is again thee. 
If He be true and faithful, thou muſt periſh if thou 
goeſt on. | Unleſs He be 'falſe of his Word, thou 
muſt' die, except thou repent. If we believe not 
yet He abideth faithful, He cannot deny Himſelf. 
That is, He is faithful to his Threatnings, as well 
as Promiſes; and will ſhew his Faithfulneſs in our 
MW Confuſion, if we believe not. Gop hath told 
bhee, as plain as it can be ſpoken, That except thou? 
be converted, thou" Halt in no wiſe enter into the 
Kingdim of Heaven; and He cannot deny Himſelf: 
Beloved, as the immutable Faithfulnefs of Gop in 
his Promiſe affords Behevers ſtrong. — 

Vol. XXIV. W 


- FouRTHLY, The JV; Janne 


242 An ALARM to 


ſo they are to Unbelievers for ſtrong Conſternation 
and Confuſion. O Sinner, tell me: What Shift 
doſt thou make to think of all the Threatnings of 
God's Word, that ſtand upon Record againſt 
thee? Doſt thou believe they are Truth, or not? 
If not, thou art a wretched Infidel therefore give 
over the Name of a Chriſtian. But if thou doſt 
believe them, how canſt thou walk up and down 
in Quiet, when the Truth and Faithfulnefs of 
Gop is engaged to deſtroy thee! If Gop Almigh 
can do it, thou ſhalt ſurely periſh and be damn 
Why, Man, the whole Book of Gop dath teſtify 
apainſt thee, while thou remaineſt unſanctificd: 
It condemns thee in every Leaf, and is to thee, 
like Ezetie[s Roll, written within and withaut with 
Lamentation and Mourning, and Woe. And all this 
ſhall ſurely come upon thee, and overtake thee, 
thou repent. Heaven and Earth oo 700 


owe, but this Word ſhall never paſs away. 


| Now put all this together, and tell me if the 
Caſe of the Unconverted be not deplorably miſer- 
" able? As we read of ſome Perſons, that had bound 
themſelves in an Oath and in a Curſe, to kill Paul; 
ſo thou muſt know, that all the Attributes of the 
Infinite Gon are bound in an Oath to deſtroy thee. 
O Man ! What wilt thou do? Whether wilt thou 
fly? If Gop's Omniſcience can find thee, thou 
ſhalt not eſcape ; if the true and {aithful Gon will 
ſave his Oath, periſh thou muſt, except thou be- 
lieve and repent: If the Almighty hath Power to 
torment thee, thou ſhalt be perfectly miſerable in 
Soul and — to all — unleſs it be e 


II. Tue i erde of God is againft thas 
The whole Creation (ſaith Pax!) groaneth and tra- 
6 — what is it that the Creation 

| D 
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neth under? Why, the fearful Abuſe that it 
ſubject to, in ſerving the Luſt of unſanctiſied 
Men. And what is it that the Creation groaneth 
for? Why, for Freedom from this Abuſe ; for 
the Creature is umwillingly ſubject to this Bondage. If 
the unreaſonable and inanimate Creatures had 
Speech and Reaſon, they would cry out under it, 
as Bondage unſufferable, to be abuſed by the Un- 
godly, contrary to their Natures, and the Ends that 
the great Creator made them for. It is a Paſlage 
of an eminent Divine, If Gon ſhould open the 
Mouths of the Creatures, as he did of Balaam's 
Aſs, the proud Man's Garments on his Back would 
groan inſt him. There is never a Creature, but 
i it Reaſon to know how it is abuſed, till a 
Man be converted, it would groan againſt him: 
The Land would groan to bear him, the Air 
would groan to give him Breathing, their Houſes 
would groan to lodge them, their Beds would 
groan to eaſe them, their Food to nouriſh them, 
their Cloaths to cover them, and the Creatures 
would groan to give them any Help and Comfort, 
fo long as they Five in Sin againſt Gon.” Me- 
thinks this ſhould be a Terror to an unconverted 
Soul, to think that he is a Burden to the Creation; 
Cut it down, why cumbereth it the Ground ? If the 
poor inanimate Creatures could but ſpeak, they 
would ſay to the Ungodly, as Moſes to Ira, 
| Muſt we fetch you Mater out of the Rock, ye Rebels? 
Numb. it. 1o. Thy Food would ſay, LorD, mu? 
J nowrifh ſuch a Wretch as this, and yield forth my 
"Strength for him to diſbonour Thee withal The ve- 

Air would fay, Lok, muſt I give this Man 
reath, to ſet his Tongue arainſt Heaven, and ſcorn 
thy People, and vent his Pride, and Wrath, and fi- 
thy Communication, and belch out Oaths and'Blaſphe- 
my againſt Thee? A wicked Man the Earth groans 
under, and Hell groans for, 'till Death ſatisſies 
TIgi "34.4 W 2 doth, 
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both, and unburdens the Earth, nail ſtops the 
[Mouth of Hell with him. While the Lord of 
'Hoſts is againſt him, be ſure the Hoſts of the 
'Logp are againſt him, and all the Creatures, as it 
were, up in Arms, till the Controverſy being end- 
ed between Gon and him, he makes a Covenant 
a Peace with the Creatures ſor him. 


III. Tun rearing Link hath his full Power upm 
thee. Thou art in the Paw of that Lion that i; 
greedy to devour : In the Snare of the Devil, led 
Captive by him at bis Tilt. This ts the Spirit that 
 werketh in theChildren of Diſabedience : His Drudge: 
they are, and bis Luft they do. He is the Ruler of the 
Darkneſs of this World; that is, of ignorant Sin- 
ners that live in Darkneſs. You pity the poor In- 
diam, that worſhip the Devil for their God, but 
litle think: that it is your own Caſe. Why, it is 
the common Miſery of all the Unſanctified, that 
the Devil is their Gop. Not that they intend to 
do him Homage; will be ready to deſy him, 
and him that ſhould ſay fo by them; but all this 
while ſerve eg, and come and go at his 
Beck, live under his Government; his Ser- 
 vants you are, to whom ye yield yourſelves to obey. 
Oh, how many then will be found the real Ser- 
vants of the Devil, that take themſelves for the 
Children of Gor ? He can no fooner offer a ſinful 
Delight, or Opportunity for our unlawſul Advan- 

tage, but you embrace it. If he ſuggeſt a Lie, or 
prompt you to Revenge, you obey ; if he forbid 
you to read or pray, you hearken to him, and 
therefore his Seryants you are. Indeed he lies be- 
hind the Curtain, he acts in the Dark, and Sin- 
ners ſee not who ſetteth them on work, but all the 
while he leads them in a String. Doubtleſs the 
Lyar intends not a Service to Satan, but his own 
—_— yet ** 
un- 
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unobſerved, and putteth the Things into his Heart- 
Queſtionleſs, Judas, when he fold his Maſter for 
Money, and the Chaldeans and Sabeans, when they 
dered Job, intended not to do the Devil a 
leaſure, but to ſatisfy their own covetous Thirſt; 
yet it was he that actuated them in their Wicked- 
neſs. Men may be very Slaves, and common 
Drudges for the Devil, and never know it; nay, 
—2 may pleaſe themſelves in the Thoughts of Li- 


Ar thou yet in Ignorance, and not turned from 
Darkneſs to Light? Thou art under the Power of 
Satan, Doſt thou live in the Practice of any 
known Sin ? Know that thou art of the Devil. 
thou live in Strife, or Envy, or Malice? Ferilty, 
he ts thy Father. O dreadful Caſe | However S- 
tan may provide his Slaves with divers Pleaſures, . 
2 it is but to toll them into endleſs Perdition. 
T 


that is now thy Tempter, will be one Day thy 
Tormentor. Oh, that I could but give thee to 
ſee how black a Maſter thou ſerveſt, how merci- 
leſs a Tyrant thou gratifieſt ; all whoſe Pleaſure is, 
to ſet thee on work to make thy Damnation ſure, . 
and to heat the Furnace hotter and hotter, in 
— thou muſt burn for Millions of Million: of 

es. | | | 


IV. Tus Guilt of all thy Sins lies like a Moun-- 
tain upon thee. Poor Soul, thou feeleſt it not, but 
this is that which ſeals thy Miſery upon thee; 
None of thy Sins are blotted out, they are all up- 
on the Score againſt thee . Regeneration and Re- 
miſſion are never ſeparated ; the UnſanCtified are 
unjuſtified and unpardon'd. Beloved, it is-a' fear - 
ful Thing to be in Debt, but above all-in God's 
Debt; for there is no Arreſt ſo formidable as his, 


no Priſon ſo horrible as his. Look upon an en- 
a W 3 - _ lightned 
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lightned Sinner, who feels the Weight of his own 
Zuilt: How frightful are his Looks, how fearful 
his Complaints! His Comforts are turned into 
Wormwood, and his Moiſture into Drought, and 
his Sleep from his Eyes. He is a Terror 
to himſelf, and all that are about him; and is rea- 
dy to envy the very Stones that lie in the Street, 
becauſe — are ſenſeleſs, and feel not his Miſery; 
and-to-wiſh he had been a Dog, a Toad, or a Ser- 
pent, rather than a Man, becauſe then Death had 
put an End to his Miſery, whereas now it will be 
| but the Beginning of that which will know no 
un 
tobe light ſoever — it now, 
will one Bay find the Guilt bf unpardon'd Sin to 
be a heavy Burden. This is - ſtone that 
whoſoever falleth upon ſhall be broken; but upon 
whemſoever it ſhall fall, it will 'him to Pow- 
der. What Work did it make with our Saviour? 
It preſled the very Blood out of his Veins, and 
broke all his Bones. And if it did this in _— 
—_ what will it do in the dry? 


On Think of thy Caſe in Time: Canſt thou 
think of that Threat without trembling, Fe ſhall ait 
in your Sins ? Better were it for thee to die ins 
Goal, die in a Ditch, in a Dungeon, than die in 

Sins. If Death, as it will take all thy 

er Comforts, would take away ins too, 
it were ſome Mitigation 3. but thy follow 
thee, when thy Friends leave thee, and all worldly 
ſhake Hands with thee : Thy Sins will 
not die with thee, as a Priſoner's other Debts will; 
but they will to Judgment with thee, there to be 
thine Accuſers ! and they will to Hell with thee, 
there to be thy Tormentors Better to have ſo 
many Fiends and Furies about thee, than thy Sins 
2 | to 
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to fall upon thee and faſten in thee. Oh, the 
Work that theſe will make thee! Oh! look over 
thy Debts in Time! How much art thou in the 
Book of every one of Gop's Laws ? How is every 
one of God's Commandments ready to arreſt thee, 
and take thee by the Throat, for innumerable 
Bonds that it bath upon thee ? What wilt thou do 
then, when they ſhall all —_ lay in againſt 
thee ? — nſcience to conſi- 
der this, that thou mayſt deſpair of thyſelf, and be 
driven to Chrift, and fly for Refuge to lay hold 
upon the Hope that is ſet before thee. 


v. Tay raging Lufts do miſerably enſlave thee, : 
Thou art a v Servant to Sin, it reigns over thee, 
and holds thee under its Dominion, till thou art 
brought within the Bonds of Gop's Covenant. 
Now there is no ſuch Tyrant as Sin O che filthy 
and fearful Work that he doth eng page fs Servants. 
in! Would it not pierce a Man's Heart to ſee a 
Company of poor Creatures drudging and toiling, 
and all to er Faggots and Fuel for their 
own Burning hy, this is the Em of 
Sin's Drudges : Loon while they bleſs themſelves 
in their unrighteous Gains, while'they ſing in Plea- 
ſures, they are but treaſuring up Wrath and Ven- 
geance for their eternal Burnings; they are but 
adding to the Pile of T ophet, nnn On 
to make the Flame rage the fiercer. 


| — — a woful Spectacle was that poor Wretch 


poſſeſſed with the Legion? Would it not have pi- 
tied thine Heart to have ſeen him a the 
Tombs, cutting and wounding himſelf? This is 


thy Caſe,” ſuch is thy Work, every Stroke is a 
IThruſt at thine Heart. Conſcience indeed is now 
aſleep; but when Death and Judgment ſhall bring 
— * Senſes, then wilt thou ſeel the San 
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Smart and Anguiſh of every Wound. The con- 
vinced Sinner is a ſenſible Inſtance of the. miſerable 
Bondage of Sin: Conſcience flies upon him, and 
tells him what the End of theſe I hings will be; 
and yet ſuch a Slave is he to his Luſts, that on he 
muſt, tho' he ſee it will be his endleſs Perdition; 
and when the Temptation comes, Luſt gets the 
Bait in his Mouth, breaks all the Cords of bis 
. Vows and Promiſes, and carries him headlong to 
his own DeſtruQtion. 


VI. Tur Furnace of eternal Vengeance is heated 
ready for thee. Hell and Deſtruction open their 
Mouths upon thee, they gape for thee, they groan 
for thee, waiting as it were with a greedy Eye, a 
thou ſtandeſt upon the Brink, when thou wilt drop 
in. If the Wrath of Men be as the Roaring of « 
Lion, more than the Sand, what is the Wrath 
of the Infinite Gop? If the burning Furnace heat- 
ed in Nebuchadnezzar's fiery Rage, when he com- 
- manded it to be made yet ſeven times hotter, were 
ſo fierce as to burn up even thoſe that drew near 
12 28 * * that 

i en of the ighty's y this 
1s — times ſeven — Kere. What thinkeſt 
thou, O Man, of being a Faggot in Hell to al 
Eternity? Can thine —— or can thine 
Hands be in the Day that I ſhall deal with thee, 
faith the Lox of Hoſts ? Ezek. xxii. 14. Canſt 
thou dwell with everlaſting Burnings ? Canſt thou 
abide the conſuming Fire? When thou ſhalt be as 
a glowing Iron in Hell, and thy whole Body and 
Soul ſhall be as perfectly poſſeſſed by Gop's burn- 
ing Vengeance, as the fiery ſparkling Iron when 
heated, or in the fierceſt Forge? Thou canſt not 
be Gop's Whip, bow then wilt thou endure his 
Scorpions? Thou art even cruſhed, and ready to 


wiſh thyſelf dead, under the Weight of his Fin- 
D ger; 
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pr how then wilt thou bear the Weight of his 
Loins? The moſt patient Man that ever was, did 
curſe the Day that ever he was born, and evon 
with Death to come and end his Miſery,” when 
Gop. did but let out one little drop of his Wratir: 
How then wilt thou endute, when Gop ſhall pour 
out all his Vials and ſet himſelf againſt thee, to 
torment thee ? When He ſhall make thy Conſci- 
ence the Tunnel, by which He will be pouring ts 
burning Wrath into thy Soul for ever; and when 
He ſhall fill all thy Pores as full of "Forment as 
they are now full of Sin? When Immortality ſhall 
be thy Miſery and to die the Death of my Arrooy 
and be ſwallowed into the Gulph of Annihilation, 
ſhall be ſuch a Felicity, as the — Eternity of 
Wiſhes, and an Ocean of Tears ſhall never pur- 
chaſe ? Now thou canſt put off the evil Day, and 
can laugh and be merry, and forget the Terror of 
the Lok Dp. But how wilt thou hold out, hen 
Gon will caſt thee into a Bed of Torments, and 
make thee to lie down in Sorrows? When Roar-- 
ings and Blaſphemy ſhall be thine only Muſick ; 
and theWine of the Wrath of Gon, which is pour 
ed out without Mixture, into the Cup of his In- 
dignation, ſhall be thine only Drink? When thou 
ſhalt draw in Flames for thy Breath, and the hor- 
rid Stench of Sulphur ſhall be thy only Perfume? 
In a Word, when the Smoke of thy Torment 
ſhall aſcend up for ever and ever, and thou =_ 
have a0 Reſt Night nor Day; no Reſt in th go 
ſcience, no Fass i in thy Bones, but thou ſhalt be | 
an Execration, an Aſtoniſhment, and a n; and 
a rn for evermore ? 


0 SINNER, ſtop hove: and conſider: If thou 
art a Man, and not a ſenſeleſs Block, conſider; 
bethink thyſelf where thou ſtandeſt ; why, upon 
wy Brink of this Furnace. As the Lorp I- 
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veth, and thy Soul liveth, there is but a Step berturm 


thee and this. Thou knoweſt not when thou lieſt 
down, but thou mayſt be in before the Morning 
Thou knoweſt not, when thou riſeſt, but thou 
mayſt drop in before the Night. Dareſt thou make 
light of this? Wilt thou go in ſuch a dreadful 
Condition, as if nothing ailed thee ? If thou putteſt 
it off, and ſayeſt, this doth not belong to thee; 
look over the foregoing Chapter, and tell me the 
Truth: Are none of theſe black Marks found 
upon thee? Do not blind thine Eyes, do not de- 
ceive thyſelf; ſee thy Miſery while thou mayſt 
prevent it: Think what it is to be a damned Re- 
probate, a Veſſel of Wrath, into — * 
will be pouring out his tormenti , while 

hath a Being. rr 


S1NNER; it is but in vain to flatter you into the 

unquenchable Fire; know ye, from the living 
God, that here you muſt lie, with theſe Burnings 
you muſt dwell, till Immortality die, and Immu- 
tability change; till Eternity runs out, except you 
be renewed out by ſanQifying Grace. 


Av is this true indeed? Is this thy Miſery? 
Vea, it is as true as God is. Better open thine E 

and fee it now while thou mayſt remedy it, than 
blind and harder: thyſelf, till thou ſhalt feel what 
thou wouldft not believe: And if it be true, what 
doſt thou mean, to linger in ſuch a Caſe as this? 


. 


AL As for thee, poor Man! how effectually hath 
Sin undone thee, and deprived and deſpoiled ther, 
even of thy Reaſcn. O miſerable Caitiff! What 
Stupidity and Sehſeleſſneſs hath ſurpriſed thee* 
Oh! let me knock up, and awake this Sleeps, 
who dwells within the Wals of this Fieſh. b 
there ever a Soul here, a rational underſtand- 


ing 


Unconverted Sinners. 251 
ing Soul? Or art thou only a ſenſeleſs Lump? Art 
thou a reaſonable Soul, and yet ſo far brutified, as 
to forget thyſelf immortal, and to think thyſelf to 
be as the Beaſts that periſh? Art thou turned into 
Fleſh, that thou ſavoureſt nothing but gratifyi 
the Senſe, and making Proviſion for the Fleſh? 
Or elſe, * 2 to underſtand the Eternity 
of thy future Eſtate, doſt thou make light of being 
everlaſtingly miſerable ? O unhappy Soul, that 
waſt the Mate of Angels, and the Image of Gon! 
that waſt Gop's Repreſentative in the World, and 
hadſt the Supremacy amongſt the Creatures, and 
the Dominion over thy Maker's Works! Art thou 
now become a Slave, for no higher Felicity than 
the Wind of Man's Applauſe, or a little refined 
Earth, no more ſuitable to thy ſpiritual, immortal 
Nature, than the Dirt and Sticks? Oh, why doſt 
thou not bethink thee where thou ſhalt be for 
ever? Death is at hand, the Judge is even at the 
Deer; yet a little while, and Time fhall be no lon- 
ger. And wilt thou run the Hazard of continuing 
in ſuch a State, in which, if thou be overtaken, 
thou art irrecoverably miſerable ?.. 2 


Cour, then, ariſe, and attend: Tell me whi- 
ther thou art going? What] wilt thou live in ſuch 
2 Caſe, wherein every Act is a Step to Perdition; 
aud thou doſt not know, but the next Night thou 
mayſt make thy Bed in Hell? Oh! if thou haſta 
Spark of Reaſon, conſider, and turn, and hearken 
to thy Friend, that thou mayſt in Time make 
thine Eſcape, and be eternally happy. | 


Fr ax ye not me, ſaith the Lonp ? Vill yernat | 
tremble at my Preſence ? O Sinners! do you make 
light of the Wrath to come © There is a Time co- 
ming, when you will not make light of it. Why 
the very Devils believe and tr What! you 
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more hardened'than they] Will you run upon the 
Edge of the Rock? Will yau play at the Hole of 
the Aſp? 3 put y — upon the Cock- 
atrice's Den ? il vol dance abeut the Fite "rl 
you. are burnt, or dally with devouring Wrath? 
As:Solomon's Mad-man, that caſteth Fire- brands, 
and Arrows, and Death, and faith, Am I 
in jeſt?» Nothing is ſo diſtracted as the wilful 
Sinner, that goeth on in his unconverted Eſtate 
without Senſe, as if nothing ailed him. The Man 
that runs on the Cannon's Mouth, and ſports with 
his Blood, N _ and ſerious, to him 
oeth in his Treſpaſſes, For he ftreteb- 
ry bis Hand againſt Gop, and — 
be ny hbty : He raoneth upon him, 
bis Neck, upon the thick" Boſſes of hi: 
— Is it Willem to dally with the ſecond 
Diaath, to venture into the Lake that burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtone, as if thou wert but going to 
waſh thee, or ſwim for thy e What 
ſhall I ſay? I can find — no Expreſſion, no 
Compariſon, whereby to ſet forth the dreadful 
Diſtraction of that Soul that ſhall go on in Sin. 


4 awake, O Sinner! ariſe, and take 

:. there is but one Door that thou mayſt 

. and that is the ſtrait Door of Converſion. 
Vacs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy Sins, 
and come in to Jeſus Chri/?, and take Him for the 
Lon thy Righteouſneſs, and walk in Him in 
Holineſs and newneſs of Life, as the Lord liveth, 
it is not more certain that thou art now out of 
Hell, than that thou ſhalt be in it a few Days 
hence. Oh, think of thy Caſe ! Ts not everlaſting 
Miſery or Welfare that which doth deſerve a little 
Conſideration ?' Look again over the Miſeries of 
the Unconverted : If che Lord hath not ſpoken 
—_ IT ng but if —— 
on, 
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Gop, chat all this Miſery lies upon thee, what a 'N 
Caſe art thou in? Is it for one that hath his Senſes | 
to live in ſuch a Condition, and nat to make all. | 
Expedition for preventing his utter Ruin? O Man! 
who hath bewitched thee, that in the Matters of 
this preſent Life, thou ſhouldſt be wiſe enough to 
forelee thy Danger, and prevent thy Miſchief ;- 
but in Matters of everlaſting Conſequencez ſhould, 
be ſlight and careleſs, as if they little eoncerned- 
thee Why, is it nothing to thee, to have all the 
Attributes of Gop engaged againſt thee? Canſt 
thou do well without his Favour ? $anft thou eſ- 
cape his Hands, or endure his 9 Doft 
thou hear the Creation groaning under thee, and 
Hell groaning for thee, and yet think thy Caſe 
good enough ? Art thou in the Paw of the Lion, 

under the Power of Corruption, in the dark and 
noiſome Priſon, fetter'd with thy Luſts, working 
out thine own Damnation, and is not this worth 
the conſidering? Doſt thou laugh at Hell and De- 
ſtruction, or canſt thou drink the envenomed Cup 

of the Almighty's Fury, as if it were but a com- 
mon Potion ? 8 


Gm up now thy Loins like a Man, for I will 
demand thee, and anſwer thou me: Art thou 
ſuch a Leviathan, that the Scales of thy Pride 
ſhould keep thee from thy Maker's. coming at 
thee ? Wilt thou eſteem his Arrows as Straw, and 
the Inſtruments of Death as rotten Wood? Art 
thou Chief of all the Children of Pride, that thou 
ſhouldſt count his Darts as Stubble, and laugh at 
the ſhaking of his Spear? Art thou made without 
Fear, and contemneſt his barbed Irons? Art thou 
like the Horſe that paweth in the Valley, and re- 
joiceth in his Strength, who out to meet 
the armed Men? Doſt thou mock at Fear, and 
art not affrighted, neither turneſt back from Gop's 
Sword, when his Quiver rattleth againſt thee, the 
Vol. XXIV. X glit- 
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more hardened'than they! Will you run upon the 
Edge of the Rock ? Will yau pr” ry at the Hole of 
the Aſp? 3 put your Hand upon the Cock- 
atrice s Den? Will — Bite "rl 
you are burnt, oridally rich devouring Wrath? 
As:Selomon's Mad-man, that caſteth Fire-brands, 
and Arrows, and Death; and ſaith; Am 7 not 
in jg Nothing is ſo diſtracted as the wilful 
Sinner, that goeth on in his unconverted Eſtate 
without Senſe, as if nothing ailed him. The Man 
that runs on the Cannon's Mouth, and ſports with 
his Blood, — 22 and ſerious, to him 
that goth on ill in his Treſpaſſes, For he ftretch- 
eh out his Hand againſt Gop, and flrengtheneth 
—_— againſt the Almighty : He runneth upon him, 
ben bis Neck, upon the thick Boſſes of hi: 
Buckley. ls it Wiſdom to dally with the ſecond 
Death, to venture into the Lake that burneth with 
Fire and Brimſtone, as if thou wert but going to 
waſh thee, or ſwim for thy Recreation? What 
ſhall I ſay ? I can find out no Exprefſion, no 
whereby to ſet forth the dreadful 
Diſtraction of that Soul that ſhall go on in Sin. 


aer awake, O Sinner! ariſe, and take 
there is but one Door that thou mayſt 
fy by, "and that is the ſtrait Door of Converſion. 
eſs thou turn unfeignedly from all thy Sins, 
aud come in to rſus Chri/t, and take Him for the 
Lon thy Ri neſs, and walk in Him in 
Holineſs and newneſs of Life, as the Lon p liveth, 
it is not more certain that dn t now out of 
Hell, than that thou ſhalt be in it a few Days 
hence. Oh, think of thy Caſe ] Ts not everlaſting 
Miſery or Welfare that which doth deſerve a little 
Conſideration ? Look again over the Miſeries of 
the Uncorverted: If che LoxD hath not ſpoken 
— IT O_ but if net, fr 
7% — 
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Gop, chat all this Miſery lies upon thee, what a 'Y 
Caſe art thou in? Is it for one that hath his Senſes _ | 
to live in ſuch a Condition, and not to make all . 
Expedition for preventing his utter Ruin? O Mas! 
who hath bewitched thee, that in the Matters of. 
this preſent Life, thou ſhouldſt be wiſe enough to 
forelee thy Danger, and prevent thy Miſchief ;- 
but in Matters of everlaſting Conſequencez ſhould, 
be light and careleſs, as if they little eoncerned- 
thee ß Why, is it nothing to thee, to have all the 
Attributes of Gop engaged againſt thee ? Canſt 
thou do well without his Favour? $anft thou eſ- 
cape his Hands, or endure his Vengeance! Doft, 
thou hear the Creation groaning under thee, and 

Hell groaning for thee, and yet think thy Caſe 
good enough ? Art thou in the Paw of the Lion, 

under the Power of Corruption, in the dark a: 
noiſome Priſon, fetter'd with thy Luſts, 
out thine own Damnation, and is not this worth 

the conſidering? Doſt thou laugh at Hell and De- 
ſtruction, or canſt thou drink the envenomed Cup 

of the Almighty's Fury, as if it were but a com- 
mon Potion f | 


Gm up now thy Loins like a Man, for I will 
demand thee, and anſwer thou me: Art thou 
ſuch a Leviathan, that the Scales of thy Pride 
ſhould keep thee from thy Maker's coming at 
thee ? Wilt thou eſteem his Arrows as Straw, and 
the Inſtruments of Death as rotten Wood? Art 
thou Chief of all the Children of Pride, that thou 
ſhouldſt count his Darts as Stubble, and laugh at 
the ſhaking of his Spear? Art thou made without 
Fear, and contemneſt his barbed Irons ? Art thou 
like the Horſe that paweth in the Valley, and re- 
joiceth in his Strength, who out to meet 
the armed Men? Doſt thou mock at Fear, and 
art not affrighted, neither turneſt back from Gop's 
Sword, when his Quiver rattleth againſt thee, the 
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Wes Spear and the Shield? Well, if che 

ts of the Word will not awaken thee, I am 
ſure Death and Judgment will. Oh, what wilt 
thou do, when the Lord cometh forth againſt 
thee, and in his Fury falleth upon thee, and thou 


Malt fee] what thou readeſt! If when Daniel's 


Enemies were caſt into the Den of Lions, both 
they and their Wives, and their Children, the 
Lions had the Maſtery of them, and brake all 
their Bones in Pieces, e're ever they came at the 
Bottom of the Den, what ſhall be done with thee, 
when thou falleſt into the Hands of the living 
Gop? When He ſhall gripe thee in his Iron 
Arms; and grind and cruſh thee to a thouſand 
Pieces in his Wrath ? 125 é 
On do not, then, contend with Gop; repent 
and be converted, ſo none of theſe ſhall come 
upon thee: Se yr the LORD. while He may be 
fund; call ye upon Him while He is near.” Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteons Man 
bis Theughts ; let him return unto the Lok, and 
He will have Mercy on him; and to our Gon, for 
He will abundantly pardon. 
HD oO POGDGED DI DU SERSLE GI GLH), 
+... Containing DixecTIONS for Converſion... 
T7 Erors thou readeſt theſe Directions, I ad- 
viſe thee, yea, I charge thee, before Gon, 
and his holy Angels, to: reſolve: to follow them; 
(as ſar as Conſcience ſhall be convinced of their 
agreeableneſs to Gop's Word) and call in his Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Blefing, that they may ſucceed. And 
as I have ſought the Loxp, conſulted his 
Oracles What Advice to give thee, fo muſt thou 
entertain it wich that Awe, Reverence, aud har 
fade) i: - - poſ 


* 


| 
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poſe of Obedience, that the Word of the living 
Gon doth require. | 


SET thine Heart unte all that I Hall teſtify unto 
thee in this Day; for it is not a vam Thing, it is your 
Life. This is the End of all that hath been ſpoken 
hitherto, to bring you to make Uſe of Gop's 
Means for your Converfion. I would not trouble 
— nor torment you before the Time, with the 

ore · thoughts of your eternal 9 but in or- 
der to your making your Eſcape. Were you ſhut 
up under your preſent Miſery, without Remedy, 
it were but Mercy (as one ſpeaks) to let you alone, 
that you might take in that little poor Comfort 
that you are capable. of in this World: But you 
may yet be happy, if you do not wilfully re fuſe 
the Means of your Recovery. Behold, I hold 
open the Door unto you; * take your Flight: 
I ſet the Way of Life before you; walk in it, and 
you ſhall live, and not die. It pities me to think 
you ſhould be your own Murderers, and throw 
yourſelves head-long, when Gop and Man cry 


out to you, Spare thyſelf. 


Taz God that made thee, crieth out to thee, 
Do thyſelf no Harm. The Miniſters of Chrift 
forewarn Men, and follow, and fain would have 
them back; but alas ! no Zxpoſtulations will pre- 
vail, but Men will hurl themſelves into Perdition, 
while Pity itſelf looketh on. 


Wrar ſhall I fay ? Would it not grieve a Per- 
fon of any Humanity, if, in the Time of a raging 
Plague, he ſhould have a Receipt that would in- 
fallibly cure all the Country, and recover the-moſt 
hopeleſs Patients, and yet his Friends and Neigh- 
bours ſhould die by the Hundreds about him, be- 
cauſe they would not uſe it? Men and Brethren; 
thongh you: carry the N Symptoms of Death 
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in your Faces, yet I have a Receipt that will cure 

' you all; that will cure infallibly: Follow but 
theſe few DireCtions, and if you do not then win 
Heaven, I will be content to loſe it. | 


 Hzrax, then, O Sinner! and as ever thou 
wouldſt be converted, embrace theſe following 
Counſels : 

Direct. I. Set it down with thyſelf, as an un- 
doubted Truth, that it is impoſſible for thee ever to 
get to Heaven in thy unconverted State. Can any 
other but Chrift ſave thee ? And He tells thee, He 
will never do it, except thou be converted. 


Diner. II. Labour to get a lively Senſe and 
Feeling of thy Sins. Till Men are weary and 
heavy laden, they will not come unto Chr:ft. 
They muſt ſet themſelves down for dead Men, 
before they will come unto Chriſt, that they may 
have Life. Labour, therefore, to ſet all thy Sins 
in order before thee ; never be afraid to look upon 
them, but let thy Spirit make diligent Search, 
Enquire into thine Heart, and into thy Life ; enter 
into a thorough Examination of thyſelf, and of 
all thy Ways, and call in the Help of God's Spi- 
rit, in the Senſe of thine own Inability ; for it is 
his proper Work to convince of Sin. Spread all 
before the Face of thy Conſcience. Leave not 
ſtriving with Gop, and thy Soul, *till it cry out 
under the Senſe of thy Sins, What muſt 7 Us to be 
ſaved? To this Purpoſe, 3 


MzpiTATE en the Numerouſucſ: of thy Sins: 
David's Heart failed when he thought of this, and 
conſidered that he had more Sins than Hairs. 
This made him cry out upon the Multitude of 
God's tender Mercies. Look backward : Where 
was ever the Place, what was ever the Time, in 


which 
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which thou didſt not fin? Look inward :: What 
Part or Power canſt thou find in Soul or Body, 
but it is poiſoned with Sin? What Duty doſt thou 
ever .—— into which Poiſon is not ſhed? Oh, 
how, great is the, Sum of thy Debts, who haſt. 
been all thy Life long running upon the Books, 
and never didſt, nor canſt pay one Penny] Look. 
over the Sin of thy Nature, and all its curſed 
Brood, and the Sins of thy Life, Call to Mind 
thy Omiſſions, Commiſſions, the Sins of thy 
Thou hts, of thy Words, of thine Actions; the 
Sins o Youth, the Sins of thy Years. Be not. 
like a deſperate Bankrupt, that is afraid to look 
over his Books : Read the Records of Conſcience 
el Theſe Books muſt be opened ſooner or- 
Fe.” 


Mebrrarr upon the Aggravation of thy Sia, 
as they are the grand Enemies againſi the Gop of thy 
Life, againſt 4 


Life of thy Saul : In a Ward, they 
are the:publick Enemies of all Mankind. How do 
David; Ezra, Daniel, and all the Levites: 
eiae their Sins, from the Conſideration of 
eir Injuriouſneſs to God, their Oppoſition to his 
and righteous Laws; the Mercies, the 
arnings that were committed againſt. O 
the Work that Sin hath made in the World. This 
is the Enemy that hath brought in Death, that 
hath robbed and enſlaved Man, that hath digged 
Hell. This is the Enemy that hath turned the 
Creation upſide down, and ſown Diſſention be- 
tween Man and the Creatures, between Man and 
Man ; yea, between Man and himſelf, ſetting the 
Wilt againſt the Judgment, Luſt againſt Gon- 
ſcience; yea, worſt of all, between Gon and 
Man, making the lapſed Sinner both hateful to 
Gon, and the hater of Him. O Man! How: 
canſt thou make fo light of Sin? This is the- 
Traitor that ſucked the Blood of the Son of Gon, 
X 3 that 


258 An ALARM 70 
that fold Him, that mocked Him, that ſcourged 
Him, that ſpit in his Face, that digged his Hands, 
that pierced his Side, that preſſed his Soul, that 
mangled his Body, that never left till he had 
bound Him, K Him, nailed Him, and 
crucified Him, and put Him to open Shame, 
This is that deadly Poiſon, ſo powerful of Opera- 
tion, that one Drop of it, ſhed * the Root of 
Mankind, hath corrupted, ſpoiled, and poiſoned, 
and undone his whole Race at once. This is the 
common Butcher, the bloody Executioner, that 
hath killed the Prophets, burnt the Martyrs, 
murdered all the Apoſtles, all the Patriarchs, all 
the Kings and Potentates, that hath deſtroyed 
Cities, ſwallowed Empires, butchered and de- 
voured whole Nations, Whatever was the Wea- 
pon. that it was done by, Sin was it that did Exe- 
cation. Study the Nature of Sin, till thy Heart 
be brought to fear and loath it; and meditate an 
the Aggravations of thy particular Sins, how thou 
haſt ſinned againſt all God's Warnings, againſt 
thine own Prayers, againſt Mercies, again'? Cor- 
rection, againſt cleareſt Light, againſt freeſt Love, 
againſt thine own Reſolutions, inſt Promiſes, 
ows, Covenants of better Obedience. — 
thine Heart home with theſe "Things, till it blu 
for Shame, and be brought out of all good Opi- 
nion of itſelf. | 


MEepiTATE upon the Deſert of Sin. It crieth up 
to Heaven: It calls for Vengeance; its due Wa- 
ges is Death and Damnation. It pulls the Curſe 
of Gon upon the Soul and Body. The leaſt ſinful 
Word or Thought, lays thee under the infinite 
Wrath of Gop. Oh, what a Load of Wrath, 
what a Weight of Curſes, what a Treaſure of Ven- 
| 0 pat all the Millions of thy Sins then de- 


Mepi- 
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 MgDITATE pon the Deformity and Defilement 
Sin, Tt is as black as N Image of 2 
Devil drawn upon the Soul. It would more af- 
fright thee to ſee thyſelf in the hateful Deformity 
of thy Nature, than to ſee the Devil. There is 
no Mire ſo unclean, no Carcaſe fo offenſive, no 
Plague or Leproſy ſo noiſome as Sin, in which 
thou art all enrolled, and covered with its odious 
Filth, whereby thou art rendered more diſpleaſing 
to the pure and holy Nature of the glorious Gop,; 
than the moſt filthy Object can be to thee. 


 ABOvE all other Sins, fix the Eye of Conſideration. 
on theſe two: 1. The 1%, * 
little Purpoſe to lop the Branches, while the Root 
remains untouched. In vain do Men lave out the 
Streams when the Fountain is running, that fills 
up all again. Let the Ax of thy Repentance (with 
David's) go to the Root of Sin. Study how deep, 
how cloſe, how permanent is thy natural Pollu- 
tion, how univerſal it is, till thou doſt cry out, 
with Paul's Feeling, upon thy Body of Death. 
Look into all Parts and Powers, and ſee what un- 
clean Veſſels, what Dunghills, what Sinks they 
are become. The Heart is never ſoundly broken, 
till thoroughly convinced of the Heinouſneſs of 
original Sin. Here fix thy Thoughts ; this is that, 
that makes thee backward to all Good, prone to 
all Evil; that ſheds Blindneſs, Pride, Prejudice, 
Unbelief into thy Mind; Enmity, Unconſtancy, 
Obſtinacy into thy Will; inordinate Heats and 
Colds into thy Affections; Inſenſibleneſs, Benum- 
nedneſs, Unfaithfulneſs into thy Conſcience ; Slip- 
perineſs into thy Memory; and, in a Word, hath 
put every Wheel: of thy Soul out of order, and 
made it, -of an Habitation of Holineſs, to become 
a very Hell of Iniquity. This is that that hath de- 
filed, corrupted, perverted all 47 and 


turned th em into Weapons of W 


f 
[ 
i 
| 
| 
: 
„ 


Mercy of every Diſeaſe, t hat if it will 
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and Servants of Sin; that hath filled the Head 
with carnal and corrupt „ the Hand wich 
ſinful Practices, the Eyes with Wandering and 
Wantonneſs, the Tongue with deadly Poiſon, 
that hath opened the Ears to Tales, flattety, and 
filthy Communication, and ſhut them againſt the 
Inſtruction of Life, and bath rendered thy Heart 
a very 2 and the curſed Womb, of 
all deadly Conceptions; ſo that it poureth forth 
its Wickedneſs without ceaſing, even as naturally, 
freely, and unweariedly, as a Fountain doth gout 
forth its Waters, or the raging Sea doth caſt forth 
Mire and Dirt. And wilt thou tell us any longer 
of thy good Heart? Ob, never leave meditating 
on this —.— Contagion, till, with Ephraim, 
thou bemoan thyſelf, and with Shame and Sorrow 


ſmite on thy Breaſt, as the Publican; and with 


Las abhor thyſelf, and repent. in Duft and Aſhes. 
"he particular Evil that thou art moſt addicted to, 
find out, with all its Aggravations ; ſet home upon 
thy Heart, ail Gop's Threatenings againſt it: Re- 
pentance drives before it the whole Herd, but eſ- 
pecially ſticks the Arrow in the beloved Sin, and 
fingles this out, above the reſt. Oh, labour- to 
make this Sin odious to thy Soul, and double thy 
Guards and thy Reſolutions againſt it, becauſe this 
hath, and doſt moſt diſhonour Gop, and endan- 


Dmecr. III. Strive to LO in thy Heart, 4 
deep Senſe of thy preſent Miſery. Read over the 
foregoing Chapter again and again. Remember, 
when thou lieſt down, that for ought thou know- 
eſt, thou mayſt awake in Flames; and when thou 
riſeſt up, that by the next Night thou mayſt make 
thy Bed in Hell. Is it a little Matter to live in 


ſuch a fearful Caſe? To ſtand tottering upon the 


Brink of the bottomleſs Pit, and to hve at the 
but fall 
upon 
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upon thee, will ſend thee forthwith into the Burn- 
ings ? Suppoſe thou ſaweſt a condemned Wretch 
hanging over Nebuchadnezzar's burning fiery Fur- 
nace, by nothing but a twine Thread, would not 
thine Heart tremble for ſuch an one? Why thou 
art the Man: This is thy very Caſe, O Man, 
Woman, that readeſt this, if thou be yet uncon- 
verted. What if the Thread of thy Life ſhould 
break ! (Why thou knoweſt not but it may be the 
next Night, yea, the next Morning) Where 
wouldft thou be then? Whither wouldſt thou drop? 
Verily upon the Crack of this Thread, thou falleſt 
into the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, where thou muſt lie in a fiery Ocean, 
while Gop hath a — And doth not thy Soul 
tremble as thou readeſt? Do not thy Tears be- 
dew the Paper, and thy Heart throb in thy Boſom ? 
Doft thou not yet begin to ſmite on thy Breaſt, 
and bethink thyſelf what Need thou haſt of a 
Change? Oh, what is thy Heart made of ? Haſt 
thou not only loſt all Regard to Gop, but art 
without any 2 and Pity to thyſelf ? *} 


On, ſtudy thy Miſery, till thy Heart doth 

out for Chrift, 5 — as x Av A — 
Man did for a Boat. Men muſt even be — 
out of themſelves, or elſe they will not come to 
Chriff, Therefore, hold the Eyes of Conſcience 
open, amplify thy Miſery as much as poſſible; do 
not fly the Sight of it. The Senſe of 1 Miſery 
is neceſſary to the Cure. Better fear the I orments 
that abide thee now, than feel them hereafter. 


Dizxegcrt. IV. Settle it in thy Heart, that thou 
art under utter Inability ever' to recover thyſelf. 
Never think thy praying, reading, ing, con- 
feſſing, amending, will do the Cure. Theſe muſt 
be attended, but thou art undone if thou reſteſt in 
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them. Thou art a loſt Man, if thou hopeſt to 
eſcape drowning upon any other Plank, but Feſus 
Chri/t, Thou muſt unlearn thyſelf, and renounce 
thine own Wiſdom, thine own Righteouſneſs, 
thine own 8 z and throw thyſelf wholly upon 
Obri, as a Man that ſwimmeth, caſteth himſelf 
_ the Water, or elſe thou canſt not eſcape, 

hile Men truſt in themſelves, and eftabliſh their 
own Righteouſneſs, and have Confidence in the 
Fleſh, they will. not come ſavingly to Crit. 
Thou muſt know thy Gain to be but Loſs and 
Dung, thy Strength, but Weakneſs, thy Righ- 
teouſneſs,: Rags and Rottenneſs, before there will 
be an effectual Cloſure between Chrift and thee, 
Can the lifeleſs Carcaſe ſhake off its Grave-cloaths; 
and looſe the Bonds of Death? Then mayft thou 
recover thyſelf, who art dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. Therefore, when thou goeft to pray or me- 
ditate, or to do any of the Duties to which thou 
art here directed, call in the Help of the Spirit, as 
Ceſpairing to do any thing pleaſing to Gor, in 
thine own Strength: Yet neglect not thy Duty, 
but lie at the Pool, and wait in the Way of the 

you While the Emnuth was reading, the Holy 
* Ghoſt ſent Philip to him. When the Diſciples 
were praying, ' when Cornelius and his Friends 
were hearing, the Holy Ghoſt fell upon them, 
and filled them all. Strive to give up thyſelf to 
Oris; ſtrive to pray, ſtrive to meditate, drive an 
hundred and an hundred times, try to do it as well 
as thou canſt; and while thou art endeavouring in 
the Way of thy Duty, the Spirit of the Lok 
will come upon thee, and help thee to do what of 


thyſelf- thou art utterly unable to do. 


| Diazcr. V. Forthwith renounce all thy Sens. 
If thou yield to any Sin, thou art undone. In 
| vain 
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vain doſt thou hope for Life by Chris, except thou 
depart from Iniquity. Forſake thy Sins, or elſe 
thou canſt not find Mercy. Thou canſt not be mar- 
ried to Chriſt, except divorced from Sin. Give up 
the Traitor, or you can have no Peace in Heaven. 
Thou muſt Part with thy Sins or with thy Soul: 
pack a Sin, though but a little, a ſecret. 
ugh thou mayeſt plead Neceſſity, and have. 
— Shifts and — it, the Life of wy 
rb en e r we 14 


0 Siunun, s we ana II thon will 
part with thy Sins, Gop will give thee his CH. 
ls not this a fair Exchange? I teſtify unto thee this 
Day, that if thou periſh, it is not becauſe there 
was never- a Saviour provided, nor Life tendered ; 
but becauſe- thou preferredſt (with the Fes) the 
Murderer before thy Saviour, Sin before Chris. 
Search thy Heart — with Candles, as the 
eus did their Houſes, for Leaven, before the 
flaver ; labour to find out thy Sins, enter into 
thy Cloſet, and conſider, What Evil have I lied 
in? What Duty have I neglected towards Gon ? 
What Sin have I lived in againſt my Brother d 
Never ſtand looking upon thy Sin, nor rolling the 
Morſel under thy Tongue, but ſpit it out as Poi- 
fon, with Fear and. Deteſtation. Alas! what will 
thy Sins do for thee, that thou'ſhouldit ſtick at Part» 
ing with them? They will flatter thee, but they 
will undo thee, and cut thy Throat while t 
ſmile upon thee, and arm the Juſtice and W 
of the infinite Gop againſt thee. They will open 
Hell for thee, and pile up Fuel to burn thee. Be- 
hold the Gibbet that they have prepared for thee. 
Oh, ſerve them like Hamer, and do upon them 
the Execution they would elſe have done upon thee. 
Away with them, crucify' n and. let Wet, er; of 
— be Lonp over thee. 


DiRECT. 
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Dixxcr. VI. Make a ſolemn Choice of Gop 
thy Portion and Bl:fſedneſs. With all poſſible 
votion and Veneration avouch the Loxp for thy 
God. Set the World, with all its Glory, and 
Paint, and Gallantry, with all its Pleaſures and 
Promotions, on the one Hand; and ſet Gop with 
all his Excellencies and Perfections on the other; 
and ſee that thou deliberately make thy Choice. 
Take up thy Reſt in Gop; ſet thee down under 
his Shadow, let his Promiſes and Perfections turn 
the Scale againſt all the World. Settle it in thy 
Heart that the Loxp is an all-ſufficient Portion, 
that thou canſt not be miſerable while thou haſt 
Gop to live upon: take him for thy Shield, and 
exceeding great d. Gop alone is more than 
all the World, content thy ſelf with Him; let 
others carry the Preferments and Glory of the 
World, thou thy Happineſs in his Favour, 
and the Light of his Countenance. 


- Poor Sinner, thou art fallen off from God, and 
haſt engaged his Power and Wrath againſt thee: 
Yet know, that of his abundant Grace, he doth 
offer to be thy Gop again in Chri/#. What ſayeſt 
thou, Man? Wilt thou have the Lorp for thy 
Gop? Take this Counſel, and thou ſhalt have 
Him. Come to him by Chri/t ; renounce the Idols 
of thine own Pleaſures, Gain, Reputation. Let 
theſe be pulled out of the Throne, and ſet Gop's 
Intereſt uppermoſt in thy Heart: Take him a 
Gop, to be chief in thy Affection, Eſteem, In- 
tentions; for he will not endure to have any ſet 
above him. In a Word, Thou muſt take Him in 
all his perſonal Relations, and in all his efentis 
Perfethons. | 


Fs, In all his perſonal Relations. God the 
Father muſt be taken for thy Father. Oh, 15 — 
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him with the Prodi igal, » Father, I have ſiuncd againſt - 
Heaven and in thy Sight, and am not worthy to be 
called thy Son; but Aae; thy won Mercy Than 
art pleaſed to take me, that am of elf a Dog, a 
_— a Devil, to be a Child, 2 take fue | 
or my Father, commend my. fel to thy. Care, and 
truſt to thy Providence, 2 caſt my Burthen on t 
Shoulders. I depend on thy Proviſion ion, and ſubmit 
Correftions, and truſt under the 240 7 iy 
ings, and hide in thy Chambers, and 
Name. I renounce all Confidence in my elf, 7 — 
peſe my * in Thee, 1 depoſe my Concernments . 
with Thee. Again, Gop the Son y<-" be taken 
for this Saviour, for thy Redeemer, and * 
neſs. He muſt be accepted as the only Way to 
the Father, and the only Means of Life. Oh then 
put off the Raiment of thy Captivity, on . 
the Wedding -garment, and go and mar — 7 
to Jeſus Chrijt. Lord, I am * that 
I have, my Body, my Soul, my Name, my Eflate., 
[ ſend @ Bill of Divorce to my other Lovers, I give. 
my Heart to Iwill be thine undividedly, thine + 
get, 53 will ſet thy Name on all I have, and 
it on as thy Goods, as thy Loan during thy 
, reſigning all to Thee; I will have no King: 
but Thee: Reign Thou over me. Other Lords — 
had Dominion over me; but now I will make mention 
of thy Name only ; and do here take an Oath of Feal- 
ty to Thee, promiſing and vowing to ſerve, love, and 
fear Thee, above all Competitions, I diſavow mine 
aun Righteouſneſs, and _ of ever being ſaved 
for mine .own Duties, or Graces ; and lean any on. 
thine all-ſufficient Sacrifice and 3 fer Par- 
don and Life, and Acceptance before Gop. I take 
Thee for my only Guide and Inſiructor, reſolving to 
be led and iredied by Thee, and to 2 thy Coun- 
ſel, and that thine ſhull be the caſting Voice with me. 
Laſtly, Gop the Spirit muſt be taken for thy Sanc-. 
\'Vor., XXIV, — tifier, 
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tifier, for thine Advocate, thy Counſellor, 
forter, the Teacher of thine Ignorance, 
and Earneſt of thine Inheritance. Came thou Spi- 
rit of the moſt High, here is a Houſe for Thee, here 
:s Temple for Thee; here do Thou re for ever: 
Lo! I give TI Peſſeſſion to Thee, full Poſſeſſion. 
I ſend Thee the Keys of my Heart, that all may be 
for thy Uſe, that Thou mayeſ/t put CR thy 
Grace into every Room. I give up the Uſe of all to 
Thee, that every Faculty, and every Member may 
thine Inflrument, to work Righteouſneſs, and do the 
Will of my Father which is in Heaven. 


SECONDLY, 1n all his eſſential ent. Con- 
ſider how the Lox p hath revealed Himſelf to you 
in his Word: Will you take Him as ſuch a Gon! 
O Sinner, here is the bleſſedeſt News that ever 
came to the Son's of Men; the Loxn will be thy 
__ Gobp. If thou wilt but cloſe with Him in his Ex- 
cellencies. Wilt thou have the merciful, the gra- 
cious, the Sin-pardoning Gop to be thy. Gop? 
Oh, yes (faith the Sinner) I am undone elſe. But 
the Father tells thee, I am the holy and Sin-hating 
God: If thou wilt be owned as one of my People, 
thou - muſt be holy; holy in Heart, holy in, Life. 
'Thou muſt put away all thine Iniquities, be. they 
never ſo near, never ſo natural, never ſo 
to the maintaining thy Intereſt. Unleſs thou wi 
be at Defiance with Sin, I cannot be thy Gop. 
Caſt out 8 away the Evil of thy 
Doings, ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, or 
elſe I can have nothing to do with thee. Bring 
forth mine Enemies, or there is no Peace to be 
had with me. What doth thine Heart anſwer! 
Lorp I defire to have Thee as ſuch a Gop: I defire 
to be holy as Thou art holy. I iave Thee, not only for 
thy Goodneſs and Mercy, but for thy Holineſs aud 
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* 
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be to me a Fountain of Holineſs, Jet on me the Stamp 
end Impreſs of thy 2 677 will thankfully part 
with all my Sins at thy Command : wilful Sins 
I de forthwith for ſale; and for mine Infirmities that 
I cannot get rid of, I will firive again them in the 
Uſe of the Means. I deteſt them, and will pray and 
war againſt them, and never let them have quiet Reſt 
in my Soul. Beloved, whoſoever of you will thus 


F for his Go, he ſhall have 
im. 


Ao Aix he tells you, I am the all-ſufficient Gov, 
Gen. xvii. 1. Will you lay all at my Feet, and 
give it up to my Diſpoſal, and take me for your 
only Portion? Will you own and honour mine 
All- ſufficiency? Will you take me as your Happi- 
"neſs and Treaſure, your Hope and Bliſs? I am a 
Sun and a Shield, all in one; will you have me for 
your All? Gen. xv. 1. Pſal. lxxxiv. 11. Now, 
what doſt thou ſay to this; doth thy Mouth water 
after the Onions and Fleſh-Pots of Egypt ? Art 
thou loth to exchange the earthly Happineſs for a 
Part in God; and though thou wouldſt be glad to 
have Gop and the World too, yet canſt thou not 
think of having Him, and nothing but Him; but 
had rather take up with the Earth below, if Gon 
would but let thee keep it as long as thou 4 | 
This is a fearful Sign. But if thou art willing to 
ſell all for the Pearl of great Price, if thine — 
-anſwer, Lokp, I defire no other Portion but Thee. 
Take the Corn and the Wine and the Oil wheſo will, 
fo 1 "ey. have the Light * Countenance. I pitch 
Thee for Happineſs, I gladly venture my 

WE on Thee, ads; truſt my /elf 7 Thee, I ſet ny 
oper in Thee, FT take up m with Thee. Lit 
| me hear Thee ſay, I am thy Gov, thy Salvation, 
and I have enough, all I wiſh for.” I will make no 
Terms _——— thy ſelf; * 

93 N 2 
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Thee ſure, let me be able to make my Claim, and ſee my 

Title to thy ſelf, and for other Thi ngs 1 wy ther 
to Thee; give me more or leſs, any thing or nothing, 
1 will be gd! in n Gop. ake Him thus and 
He is thy own. 


AGAIN he tells you; I am the Sovereign Lox: 
If you will have me for your Gop, you muſt gite 
me the Supremacy, Mat. vi. 24. You mult n 
make me a Second to Sin, or any worldly Interef. 
If you will be my People, I muſt have the Rule 
over you; you muſt not live at 8 own liſt. 
Will you come under my Yoke? Will you bow 
to my Government? Will you ſubmit I, my Diſ- 
| 1 to my Word, to my Rod? Sinner, what 
ſayeſt thou to this Lox, had rather be at thy 
Command, than live at my own lift : I had rather 
have thy Will to be done, than mine: I approve of, 
and conſent to thy Laws, and account it my Privilege 
to lie under them. And though the Fleſh rebel, I am 
reſolved to take no other LokD but Thee. I willing- 
ly take the Oath of thy Supremacy, and acknowledge 
Thee for my Sovereign, and reſolve all my Days to 
pay the Tribute of War r/bip, Obedience, and Love, and 


Service to Thee; and to live to Thee, as the End of 


my Life. This is a right accepting of Gop. 


To be ſhort, he tells you; I am the true and 
faithful Gon: If you will have me for, your Gon, 
you muſt be content to truſt me, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
Prov. iii. 5. Will you venture your ſelves upon 
7 Word, and depend on my Faithfulneſs, and and 
e my Bond for your Security ? Will you be con- 
Kore to. follow me, in Poverty and Reproach, and 
_ AMiCction here, and to tarry till the next World for 
Preferment ? Will you be content to labour, and 


ſuffer, and to tar 4 your Returns *till the Re- 


ten of te Jai; The Womb of thy Pro: 
| miſe 
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miſe will not preſently bring forth: Will you have 
the Patience to wait? Now, beloved, What fay 
you to this? Will you have this Gop for your 
Gob ? Will you be content to live by Faith, and 
traſt him for an unſeen Happineſs, an unſeen 
Heaven,an unſeen Glory ? Do your Hearts anſwer, 
LorD, tve will ventire our ſelves upon Thee, we 
commit our ſelves to Thee, we know whom we have 
tru fed, ov willi to take thy Word, we will 


225 Promiſes before our own Poſſeſſions, and the 
Hee! be before all the E Pos of Earth, 

{wait fir thy 2 ure. What thou wilt here, 

þ that that we ut thy feilen Promiſe for 
er. 1 you can in Truth, and upon 


Babes thus accept of Gop, he will be yours. 
Thus there muſt be in a right Converſion to Gop, 
a Cloſing with him ſuitable to his Excellencies. 
But when Men cloſe with his Mercy, but yet love 
Sin; or will take him for their BenefaQor, but not 
for their Sovereign; or for their Patron, but not 
for their Portion; this is no WE and no 
found Converſion. 


Dixcr. VII. Accept of 4 bons Jeſus in all 
- Offices, with all his Inconveniencies, as thine. 
Upon theſe Terms Chriſt may be had. Sinner, 
thou haſt undone thy ſelf, and art plunged into de- 
plorable Miſery, out of which: thou art never = 
to climb up; ae Jeſus Chriſt is able and 
help thee, and He freely _ Himſelf to 
Be thy Sins, never ſo many, never fo great, of 
never ſo long Continuance, yet thou ſhale be moſt 
certainly pardoned and ſaved, if thou doſt not 
wretchedly neglect the Offer that in the Name of 
Gop is made unto thee. The Loxp Jeſus 
—_ unto thee, look to him and be ſaved, %. 
xlv, 22. Come unto Him and He will in no wiſe 


caſt thee out, ** Yea, he is a Suitor to 
| 4 


thee,. 
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thee, and beſeecheth thee to be reconciled, 2 Cor. 
v. 20. He crieth in the Streets, He knocketh at 
thy Door, He wooeth thee to accept of Him and 
live with Him, Prov. i. 20. Rev. ii. 30. If thou 
die it is becauſe you would not come to him' for 
Life, Jobn v. 40. Now accept of an offered Chrift 
and thou art made for ever; now give thy Con+ 
ſent to Him and the Match is made, all the World 
cannot hinder it. Do not ſtand off becauſe of thine 
Unworthineſs. Man, I tell thee nothing in the 
World can undo thee but thine Unwillingnef: 
Speak, Man, Art thou willing for the Match? Wilt 
thou have Chri/t in all his Relations to be thine; 
thy King, thy Prieſt, thy Prophet ? Wilt thou haye 
Him with all his Inconveniencies? Take not 
Chriſt Hand over Head, but fit down firſt and 
count the Coſt. Wilt thou lay all at his Feet? 
Wilt thou be content to run all Hazard with Him? 
Wilt -thou take thy Lot with him fall where it 
will? Wilt thou deny thy ſelf, take up thy Croſs 
and follow Him? Art « he deliberately, under- 
ſtandingly, freely, fixedly determined to cleave to 
Him, in all Times and Conditions? If fo, my 
Soul for thine, thou ſhalt never periſh; but art 
ed from Death to Life. Here lies the main 
oint of thy Salvation, that thou be found thus 
cloling with Ze/us Chrift; and therefore, if thou 
love thy ſelf, ſee that thou be faithful to God and 
thy Soul here. | 3 


- DirecT. VII. Reſign up all thy Powers and 
Faculties, and thy whole Interet to be his. The 
Lord ſeeks not yours, but you: Reſign therefore 
thy Body, with all its M to Him ; and thy 
Soul, with all its Powers; that he may be glori- 
fed in thy Body, and in thy Spirit, which are his. 
In a right Cloſure with Chri/, all the Faculties give 
up to Him. The Judgment ſubſcribes, Lon, 
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worthy of all Acceptation, chi 
fond Hoppy ts en that findeth 22. 2 


Things that are to be deſired, are not to be compared 
with Thee. The Underſtanding lays aſide its cor» 


rupt Reaſonings and Cavils, its Prejudices 
againſt Chri/t and his Ways. It is now paſt diſ- 
ting, and caſts it for Chriſt againſt all the World. 


ſees ſuch a Treaſure in this Field, ſuch a Value 
in his Pearl, as is worth all. Here it the richeft 
Bargain that ever I made, here is the richeſt Prizs 
that ever Man. was offered, here is the fovereigneſt 
Remedy that ever Mercy prepared; He is worthy of 
my Efteem, worthy of my Choice, worthy of my. Love, 
worthy to be embraced, adored, admired for evermore. 
1 5 of bis —— bis 5 righteous 
reaſonable, 0 uity and Again, 
the Will reſi 2g ds no longer weir the 
is . determined: LoRD, thy Love hath 
overcome me, Thou haſt wen me, and ſhalt have me: 
Come in, LoRD, to Thee 1 freely open, I conſent to 
be ſaved in thine own Way, Thou ſhalt have any 
thing, Thou fbalt have all, let me have but Thee. 
The Memory gives up to Chrift: Lon, here is 4 
Store-houſe for Thee, out with this Traſh, lay in the 
Treaſure ; let me be a Repoſitory of thy Truth; thy 
Promiſes, thy Providences. The Conſcience comes 
in; LorD, I will ever fide with Thee, I will be 
thy faithful Regifter, I will warn when the Sinner 
it tempted, and 2 when Thou art ended. I 
will wi _ for Thee, and judge for Thee, and guide 
into thy Ways, and will never let Sin have Quiet in 
this Soul. The Affections alſo come in to Chrifto 
Ob, faith Love, I am fick for Thee : Oh, faith 
fire, now I have my Longing: Here is the Satisfac- 
tion I ſought for; here is the Deſire of Nations : 
Here is Bread for me and Balm for me, all that I 
want, Fear bows the Knee with Awe and Vene- 
tation: Welcome LorD, to Thet will I pay my He- 


mage, 
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mage, the Mord and thy Red ſhall command my Av. 
tiens, Thee will I reverence and adore; before Thee 
will fall down and worſhip. Grief likewiſe puts 
in: Lozp, thy Di e and thy Di „ thy 
Peoplt's Calamities and mine own Iniquities, ſhall 
r — 
T will e 15 won Anger li 

— for Obrie Lon, nothing fo en · 
rages me as my Fully again Thee; that I bt 
bewitched, as to hearken to the Flatteries of Sin, 
and Temptations of Satan again/t Thee. Hatred too 
will fide with Chrift: I prote mortal Enmity with 
thine Enemies; 1 never will be Friends with thy 
Foes; I vow an immortal Quarrel with every Sin, 
I will give no Quarter, I will make no Peace. Thus 


let all thy Powers give up to Jeſus Chrift. 


Acad: Thou muſt give up thy whole Intereſt 
to Him: If there be any Thing that thou keepeſt 
back from Chriſt, it will be thine Undoing. Un- 
lefs thou wilt forſake all (in Reſolution of [thine 
Heart) thou canſt not be his Diſciple. Thou muſt 
hate Father and Mother, yea, and thine own Life 
alſo in Compariſon of Him. In a Word, Thou 
muſt give Him thyfelf, and all that thou haſt, with - 
out Reſervation; or elſe thou canſt have no Part 
2 1 


DizzerT. IX. Male Choice of the Laws of Chrift 
as the Rule of thy Wards, Thoughts, and Ations: 
This is the true Convert's Choice. But here re- 
member theſe three Rules, 1. You muft chuſe them 
El. There is no coming to Heaven by a partial 
Obedience. None. may think it enough to' take 
up with the cheap and eafy Part of Religion, and 
let alone the Duties that are moſt coſtly, and ſelf- 
denying; you muſt take all or none. A ſincere Con- 
vert, tho” he makes moſt Conſcience of the yo_ 
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Sins and weightieſt Duties, yet he makes true 
Conſcience of little Sins and all Duties. 2. For 
all Times. For Proſperity, and for Advyerſity.; 
whether it rain or ſhine. A true Convert is reſol- 
ved in his Way; he will ſtand to his Choice, and 
will not ſet his Back to the Wind, and be of the 
Religion of the Times. 3. This muſt not be done 
Hand over Head, but deliberately and under/tanding- 
ly. That diſobedient Son ſaid, J go, Sir, but went 
not, Matt. xxiv. 30. How fairly did they promiſe, 
All that the LoRD our Gop ſhall ſpeak unto thee, . 
we will do it: And it is like they ſpake as they 
meant; but when it came to Tryal, it was found 
that there was not ſuch a Heart in them, as to do 
what they had promiſed. If you would be ſincere 
in cloſing with the Laws of Chriſt, Firſt, Study the 
Meaning, and Latitude, and Compaſs of them: Re- 
member that they are very ſpiritual, they reach 
the very Thoughts of the Heart ; ſo that if you 
will hat 8 by this Rule, your very Thoughts, and 
inward Motions muſt be under Government. A+ 
gain, That they are very ſtrict, and ſelf-denying, 
quite contrary to your natural Inclinations. You 
muſt take the ſtrait Gate, the narrow Way, and 
be content to have the Fleſh curbed from the Li- 
berty it defires. In a Word, that they are very 
large, Thy Commandment is exceeding brad. Se- 
condly, Reft not in general, (for there is much De- 
K down thy Heart to the par- 


ceit in that) but brin 
ticular Commands of Chriſt. Thoſe Jews in the 
Prophet ſeemed as well reſolved as any in the 
World, and called Gop to witneſs that they meant 
as they ſaid : But they ſtuck in Generals. When 
Gop's Command croſſeth their Inclination, they 
will not obey. Thirdly, Obſerve the ſpecial Duties 
that thy Heart is moſt againſt, and the ſpecial Sins it 
is moſt inclin'd unto: and fee whether it be re- 
ſaved to perform the ane, and forego the other. 


ſayeſt 
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——— thy Boſom- Sin, thy —— Sin? to 

y and and fleſh-diſ eaſing Duties! 
— halteſt here, and do not reſolve by the Grace 


of Gop to crols thy Fleſh, thou art un ound. 


Dix xc r. X. Let all this be compleated in a f, 
mn Covenant between Gop and thy Soul. For 
thy better Help therein, take theſe few Directions, 


Ni, Sar apart ſome Time, more than once, 
to be ſpent in ſecret before the Lokp. 


1. * In ſeeki ma ſpecial Adſtance and 
« gracious — of | 
2. * Ix conſidering diſtinQly all the Conditions 


< of the Covenant, expreſſed in the Form hereafter 
In 


thine Heart, $94" thou att 
cerely willing to forſake all thy Sins, and reſign 

« up thyſelf Body and Soul unto Gon, to ſerve Him 

« —7 Holineſs n all che ee 
ife. 3» 


S$ceondly, Composs th ui into the moſt { 
aides Frame poſſible, ſuitable N é— of fo 


High Importance. ' 


* Thirdy Lars on the | Cope i Gov 
apon his Promiſe "of givi race 

— 4 whereby thou mayeſt be js, Top t6 per- 
form/ thy Promiſe. "Truſt not to the Strenge 
of thine wes Ines but ies heed VR, 


. 


Fourthly, Rrsol vr to be faithful; ln 


ee 
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ſcribed. with thy Hand unto. the Loxn, me 
his Strength never to g back. 


Laſtly, Bain thus prepared, on ſome conve= 
nient Time ſet apart for the Purpoſe, ſet upon the. 
Work in the ſolemn Manner poflible, as if the 
Loxn were viſibly preſented before thine Eyes; fall 
down on thy Knees, and ſpreading forth thine 
Hands towards Heaven, open thine Heart to __ 


Loup in theſe, or the like Words. 


05 Moſt dreadful Gop ! For the Paſſion 2 tn thy Son, 
I beſeech thee accept of thy poor P 

proftrating him cif 1 thy Deer: I have 25 
Thee, by mine Iniguity, and am by Nature a 22 7 
Death, and à thauſand. fald mare "the Child. 6 ts 
by my wictæd Practice; but of thine i 

Theu ha promiſed. Grace to: me in Chih, 4 7 "will 
but turn to Thee with. all my Heart: Therefore upon. 


enn am Now came in, and, 
e ee 


Ap „ Thou require/ty. as whe. Condition 
my Peace wit Thee, that I ſhould put away mine I 
and be at Defiance 1 all thine Enemies, which I 
acknowledge. I have wickedly faded with again/tT hee ; 
I here ſrem the Bottom of my Heart reyaunce <> yo 
mly covenanting with Thee, net. ta. allow 
any known. Sin, but.conſcrentionfly ta uſe all the 
that I know Thou haſt Sreſeribed ford utter Deflruc- 
Fs 2 all my Corruptions : And whereas I have in- 


and idelatroufly let out my Affection upon 
4 2 T Heere bt ot Als fi. that 


madeſt it, . proteſting: before thy glariaut Ma» 
70 8 2 b 4. Heart; an, 

1 da unfeignedlydefe Graee from Theesthat when 
Thus ſhalt call me hereunto 1 e 3 op 
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r to forſake all that is dear unto me in this 
orld, rather than to turn from Thee; and that 1 
will watch againſt all its Temptations, whether of 
ity or Adver ſity, left they ſhould withdraw my 
Heart from Thee; beſeeching Thee: alſo to help me 
againſt the Temptations of Satan, to whoſe Suggeſtions 
I reſolve, by thy Grace, never to yield myſelf a Ser- 
want... And becauſe my own Righteou meſs is but men- 
us Rags, 1 renounce all Confidence therein, and 
acknowledge that I am of myſelf a hopeleſs, 70 
undone Creature, without Righteouſneſs or Strength. 
| 4 


Ap foraſmuch as Thou haſt, of thy bottomleſs; 
Merey, ee moſt graciouſly to Mfr Drs 2 7 
ner, to be again my Gon, through Chriſt, if I would 
accept of thee; I call Heaven and Earth to record this 
Day, that I do here ſolemnly avouch Thee for the 
Lord my GoD; and with all paſſe Veneration, 
bowing the Neck of my Soul under the Feet 


e. | 
; AND ner Thou haſt appointed the Lok Jeſus 
Chriſt the only Means of coming unto Thee, I do here 


— — as the only new and living Way, by 
which Sinners may have Acceſs to Thee ; and do here- 
by ſolemnly join myſelf in Marriage-Covenant to Hin. 
O bleſſed Jesvs, I come to Thee hungry, poor, and 
wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and naked; a ms 
loathſame polluted Mreteb; a guilty, condemned Maic- 
| fatter, umovorthy for ever to waſh the Feet of the Ser- 


vants of my Lon, much more to be ſolemnly mar- 
ried to the King of Glory : But ſince ſuch is thine un. 
* i & * 
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parallelled Love, I do here with alt accept 
Thee, and do take. Thee for my Head and Huſband; 
for better, for worſe; for „ for poorer for all 
Times and Conditions; to 2 . and obey Thee, 
brfore all others; and this to the Death. I embpace 
Thee in all thy Offices I renounce mine otun Worthi- 
neſs, and do here avow Thee to he the Lon n my Righ- 
teouſneſs: I renounce mine own Wiſdom, and here take 
Thee for mine only Guide : I renounce mine own Will, 
and take ay id for my Law. e 


my Power 


AND 
I will reign, I ds here covenant with Thee to take my 
Lot with Thee; and, by thy Grace aſſiſling, to run 
all Hazards with Thee, tru 2— 8 
Death ſhall part between and mr. 
to 
27 ine ty in 


en. 
La 2 
I fhould walk to thy Kingdom, I do bere wills 


Life, and 
ingly put my Neck — Tate, and jet my Shouts 
der to thy Burden ; and 3 end ſain to all thy Laws, 


as holy, nd take them as the 
Rat on Wd, Tho fm Actions; promi in 
that t 9 7 wi 


endeavour to order and govern my whale Life accord- 
ing to their Direction, and will not allow myſelf in 
WT TE that I know to be my Duty. 


——_ ah omar Fake "gs I am bold bumbly to pro- 


— L* unallowed M, contrary to the 
ettled Bent and Reſolution of Heart, fball net 
make void this Covenant, for 7 Theu baft ſaid. 


Now) Almighty Gop, Searcher of Hearts, Thiu 
— — I make this Covenant with thee this Day, 
without a 


hnown'Guile or — cechi 
Vor. V. 8 3 715 


fonce Thou haſt told me, that Frm ſuffer if 


2 


the Frailty of my Fleſh, * 
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Thee, that if Thou ſpieft any Flaw or Falſhood there- 
* cover it to me, and help me to de 
it aright. | wt ae adn 


AnpD now, Glory be to Thee, O Gop the Father, 
whom I ſhall be bold from this Day forward, to look 
as my GoD and Father, that ever Thou 
or the undone Sin- 
, O Gor who haſt 
my Sins in thine own 
Blood, and art now become my Saviour and Redeemer. 
Glory be to Thee, O Gop the Holy Ghoſt, who by the 
Finger of thine Almighty Power, haſt turned my Heart 
from Sin to Gop. | 15 


O DREADRUL JIZROVYAR, the Lord God en- 
nipotemt Futber, Son, and Holy Gb! Thou art 
now become my Covenant- Friend, and J, through thine 
infinite Grace, am become thy Covenant-Servant. A- 
men, So be it. And the Covenant which I have mad: 
on Earth, let it be ratified in Heaven. A 


This Covenant I adviſe you to make, not onl 
in Heart, but in Word; not only in Word, 
but in Writing; and that you would with all 
poſſible Reverence ſpread the Writing before 
the Lon, as if you wauld preſent it to Him 
as your AQ and Deed: And when you have 
done this, ſet your Hand to it; keep it as a 
Memorial of the ſalemn TranſaRions that have 
id between Go and you, that you may 
ve Recourſe to it in and Tex: 
l XI. Take _ . * 4 
ion, a ſpeedy ent Turning. 
3 ind Gembll at the fad Laltanee of the foo 
iſh Virgins, that came not till the Door of Mercy 
ww 


r 
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was ſhut: And of a convinced Felix, that put off 
Paul to another Seaſon; and we never find that he 
had ſuch a Seaſon more. Oh, come in while it is 
called to Day, leſt the of Grace ſhould be 
over, and the Things that belong to thy Peace ſhould 
be hid vow tay es. Now M 
of thee ? ow Chry/t is wail 
thee, and the Spiri ry 
Now Miniſters are calling ; now CN is ſtir- 
ring z now Oil may be had, thou haſt Opportu- 
nity for the buying: Now 'Chrift i is to be had for 
the taking. Oh, ſtrike in with the Offers of Grace, 
news or never. If thou make light of this Offer, 
oD may ſwear in his Wrath thou ſhalt not taſte 


32 


mer. XII. Attend conſcientiouſly „ss. 
eib Means appointed for thy Converſion. Attend, 
I fay, not cons, but conſcientiouſly ; with 
this Defire, Deſign, Hope and 25 3 that 
thou mayeſt be converted by it. hs re 
thou heareſt, come with this Though ; Pope Gon — 
. will now come in; I hope this Deke Day 2 
| this may be the Man by whom Gov will 9 me 
home... When thou art coming to the Ordinances, 
lift up thine Heart thus to GoD;z LorD, le this be 
. the Shark, this be the Seaſon, "wherein I m 
renewing Grace! Oh let it be faia, that eto Doy fac Hel 
. & one was born unte 
Y T 
; 18 XIII. Strike in uirb abe Spinit; when He 
| begins to work upon thy Heart.. Quench not the 
Spirit, do not out- ſtrive Him, do not reſiſt Him. 
2 of putting out Canviſtions by evil Com- 
y, or worldly Bufinef. : When thou. findeſt any 
roubles for =4 and. Fears about thy eternal State, 
beg of Gop that they may never leave thee, til! 
. they have wrought off thy Heart from Sin, and 
fas 2 2 wrought 


— 1 
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wrought it over to Chriftc Say to Him, Strike 
home, Loxp; . the Work in the Midſt, 
If Thou ſeeſt that I am not yet wounded enough, 
that I am not troubled enough, wound me yet 
deeper, Lox D; Oh, go to the Bottom of my Cor- 
ruption, let out the Life-blood of my Sins.— Thus 
ield up thyſelf to the Workings of the Spirit, and 
hoiſt thy Sails to his Guſias. 


| Diner. XIV. Set _ the r "3 and 9 
L erious and firvent Prayer. He that neglects 
Cal Bo is a profane and unſanctified Sinner. He 
that is not conſtant in Prayer is but an Hypocrite. 
This is one of the firft Things Converſion appears 
in, that it ſets Men on praying. Therefore ſet to 
this Duty: Let never a Day paſs over thee, where- 
in thou haſt not, Morning and Evening, ſet apart 
ſome Time for folemn Prayer in ſecret. Call thy 
Family alſo daily, and duly, to worſhip 
Gop with thee. Wo be unto thee, if thine be 
found 

Name. 


half-way 


Cold and lifeleſs Devotions will not reach 


be taken: Thou muſt ſtrive to enter, and wreſtle 


with Tears and Supplications as Jacob, if thou 
meaneſt to carry the BI Thou art undone. 
for ever without Grace, and therefore thou muſt 
reſolve to take no Denial. That Man that is fixed 
in this Reſolution; Well, I myſt have Grace, and 
I will never give over, till I have Grace, and I 
will never leave ſeeking, and waiting, and *. 


with Gop, and mine own Heart, till he do x 


me by the Power of his Grace: This Man is in 
the likelieſt Way to win Grace. . 


14 1 
, * 


the Families that call not on-Gov's 


to Heaven. Be fervent and importuriate. 
Without Violence the Kingdom of Heaven will not 


72 
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* BbT God heareth. not Sinners, their Prayer 
is an Abomination.” 


4s i. DisTINGV15H between Sinners. 1. There 

efobued Sinners: Their Prayers Gop abhors. 
—— Sinners: Theſe God will come forth 
ts and meet with Mercy tho' yet afar of. 


Is it not Comfort, that He calleth thee? 
Dath He ſet thee on the Uſe of Means, and doſt 
thou think he will mock thee ? Doubtleſs, He will 
not fail thee, if thou be not wanting to thyſelf. -O 
pray and faint not! Throw thyſelf at the Feet of 
Gop; i is for thy Liſe, — follow Him, 
and give not over. What Gop do not 
preſently open to thee? Is not Grace worth the 
waiting for? Knock and waitz ESA 
e 2 


Dizzer. XV. Farſale | evil Company a; 
farbear the Occaſions of Sin. ſr wilt never be 
turned from Sin, nnn ng 
en of Sin. 


be taken. here G 0D doth expoſe Men in his 
Providence unavoidably to Temptation, we may 
expect ſpecial Aſſiſtance in the Uſe of his Means; 


but when we tempt Gop, by — 
we are 


is evil a= 
3 
the Eſtates, the Families, the Towns, 
have ruined! How — 


= 3 
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enlightened and convinced and has been juſt ready 
to eſcape the Snare, and yet wicked Company have 


pull'd him back, and made him ſevenfold more the 
Child of Hell. 


In a Word, I have no Hopes of thee, except thou 
wilt ſhake off thy evil Company. Wy .7 
to thee, as to them in another Caſe thou ſeek 
Me, then let theſe go their Way. Thy Life lies 
it; forſake theſe, 1 canſt not live. 
this Sentence be written in Capitals upon thy Con · 
ſcience, A Companion: of Fools SHALL 'BE 
DESTROYED. The Lon hath fpoken it, and = 
ſhall reverſe it? And wilt thou run upon | 
tion, when Gon Himſelf doth forewarn thee ? If 
Gop do ever change thy Heart, it will appear in 

the Change of thy Company. Oh, fear and fiy 
this Gulph, by which ſo many thouſand Souls have 

been . — into Perdition. It will be hard for 
thee, indeed, to make thine Eſcape 3 
panions will be mocking thee — thy cligin, 

and will ſtudy to fill thee with Prejudices 

Strictneſs, as N and —— 


Sen, i 
they foys 
walk 


HEE 4 
4 Rae ELITE 


their 
5 


e Soul i Rater ve ar to fre hy 
———— doth they 
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are Make id That, D Once more I admoniſh you, 
as Moſes did Jſrae rt, I pr rom t 

Tents of theſe tbr Fs of [ Tie fi . * 
as you would thoſe that "bad the Plague-Sores in 
their Foreheads. Theſe are the Devil's Panders and 
Decoys; and if thou doſt not make thine Eſcape, 
nc hot 0nd. e e ww 2 


- Draecy. XVI. Laſtly, oY Dey' 
humble thy Soul in ſecret, <, Fo ng and Prayer, to 
work the Senſe of thy Sins and Miferies upon thy 
Heart. Read over ſome good — « of the 
Commandments, and write down the Duties omit- 
ted, and Sins committed by thee” apajnft 
Commandment, and ſo make a Catalogue of 
Sins, and with Shame and Sorrow ſpread them be- 
fore the Loxp. And if thy Heart be truly 
ing, join thyſelf ſolemnly to the Lox p in that Co- 
venant ſet down in the gth Direffan, and the Loxp 
Ane m er Sight.” - "hr 175 
8 Tuus have I tolo thee What thou mit do ts be 
ſaved. Wilt chou not now the Voice of the 
 Loxy? Wir thou ariſe and ſet to thy Work ? 
O Man! What Anſwer wilt thou make ? 
Excuſe wilt thou have, if thou ſhouldſt 
laſt thro? Wilfulneſs, when thou kno 
the Way of Life?! - I do not ſear thy mil 
if thine own Idleneſs'do not at laſt undo thee, 

lecting the Uſe of the Meuns that are fo. 

I ere pc preſcribed, Rouze' up, O 

with thee, 


Work: "eng ad he Lou wi 
vs Lin Abe oper 4. © 
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ITT 
| © 4 ſhort Solilequy for an Unregenerate Sinner. | 


A H wretched Man that I am! What a Con- 
; dition have I brought myſelf into by Sin ! 


in flattering me, that my Condition was good : I 
ſee I am a loſt and undone Man, for ever undone, 
unleſs the Loxp help me out of this Condition. 
My Sins! my Sins! Loxp, what an unclean, 

uted Wretch am I] More loathſome and odi- 
ous to Thee, than the moſt hateful Venom, or 
noiſome Carcaſe can be to me. Oh, what a Hell 
of Sin is in this Heart of mine, which I flattered 
myſelf to be a good Heart! Loxp, how univer- 
ly am I corrupted in all my Parts, Powers, and 
Performances! All the winations of the 


Thongs of my Heart, are only Evil continually. 
My Heart is a very Sink of all Sin: And oh the 


innumerable Hoſts and Swarms of ſinful Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, that have flown from thence! 
2 N Load of Guilt that is vn 


th 

ey upon me ? How do they wit- 
againſt me! Woe is me, 
me ; every Commandment 
for more than ten thouſand "Talents, yea, 


increaſed; they 
And if he that committed Treaſon againſt a Mor- 
tal; is worthy to be drawn and quartered, What 
have I deſerved, that have fo _ 


ſee my Heart hath but deceived me all this while, 


Soul ! My 
ind, and my 
are all full of Sin. O my Sins! 


Creditors are 
hold upon 


EBSSrvoSsr”FHDYT cnn... 2 3 111 ˙ R .! 


OE 
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Hand againſt Heaven, and hare ftruck at — 
Crown and Dignity of the Almighty. Im? 


O ur Sins, my Sins Behold egen [ 
Multitudes, Nlufctudes There is no Number of 
their Armies. Innumerable Evils have compaſſod 
me about: Mine Iniquities have taken hold upon 
me; they have ſet themſelves in Arcay againſt me. 
It were better to have all the R of Hell 
come againſt me, than to have my Sins fall upon 
me, to the ſpoiling of my Soul. Lorp, how I 
am ſurrounded? How many are they that riſe up 
againſt me? They have beſet me behind and be- 
fore ; they ſwarm within me, and without me: 
They have poſſeſſed all rus Powers, and have for- 

__tihed& mine un as a Garriſon, which 
this Brood of Hell doth maintain againſt de Gon 


ue 8 ac « 3 # 2&6 EU * 4 
l : * 


are as mighty, 2s they >. /__ 
The 222. many, — — reat 
8 — — 
But woe is me Sins are 2 many a8 the 
3 
Weight is can their Number. It were 
better that the Rocks and the Mountains ſhould 
2 than the cruſhing and in ble 
Load of my own Sins. Lond, I am heavy laden; 
let Mercy help, or I am gone. Unload me of this 
heavy "Guile, this ſinking Load, or I am cruſhed 
wilhiice Hope, and muſt be preſſed down to Hell 
If my Grief were thoroughly B 
Sins laid in the Balances t er, 8 de 
heavier than the Sarid bp. Sea; therefore'm 
Words are ſwallowed up: They would 
down all the Rocks, and the Hills, and turn 
Dr LEW 
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Thou knoweſt rr. aer 
my mighty Sins. | | 
An, my Soul! Alas, m Glory !- Whither art 
thou humbled ? Once the of the Creation, 


and the Image of Gon; now a Lump of Filthi- 
refs, a Coffin of R re with 


Stench and Loathſomeneſs. Oh, what Work 


has Sin made with thee ! Thou ſhalt be termed 
Forſaken, and all the Rooms of thy Faculties; 
Defelate ; and the Name that thou ſhalt be called 
by it, is /chabed, or 51 is the Glory? Ho art 


thou come n Beauty is turned into De- 
ſormity, and ts Ges into Shame. | Loxp, 


— Leper-ath I? How offenſive to 
the moſt Nei Gor n 
ee 

2 


AnD 4 Miſery have my Sins 1 upon 
me? Lon, what à Caſe am I in? Sold under 
Sin, caſt out of Gop's Favour, accurſed from the 
Lonn, curſed in my Body, curſed in my Soul, 
eurſed in my Name, in my Eſtate, my 
and all that I have. My Sins are unpardoned, and 
my Soul within a Step of Death. Alas | What 
1 do? Whither ſhall I go? Which way ſhall 
— Nee 
Hell gaping for me beneath; Conſcience fmiting 
own. © 754 Temptations and furround- 
ing me without: Oh, whither ſhall I flee > What 
Place can hide me from Qmniſcience ? What 
F 1 4 


War 80 thou, O my Soul, to-4 
thus 2 „e WPI 1m H — 
made a Covenant with ? Art thou in Love 
with Miſery? Is it for thee to be hare?! 

Alas! Wia mal! ? Shall * 


* aw— dnn ” wy” ” T3 — PR 
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ful Ways? Then certain Damnation will be mine 
End. And ſhall I be ſo beſotted, as to go and 
ſell my ——2K2*ð ʒ unde 
little Pleaſure or Gain? ION 
in this wretched Eftate? No; if Fry hore, 1 
ſhall die. What, then, Is there elp, — 
Hope? None, except I turn. But is there any 
— woful Miſery? Any Mercy after 
Iniquity — rin ure as GoD's 
ES =" 
if preſently, Ys unreſery turn 
n Hp 2 


"War chen I thank Thee, O moſt merciful 
een, that thy Patience hath waited upon me 
— —ů— 
Eſtate, I had periſhed for ever. T adore thy Grace, 
und: ncecnt — : I renounce 
all my 2 Grace, to ſet 
1914 againſt them, and follow in Holineſs 


0 


| Who am I, Lox, that 1 ſhould make any 
Claim unto Thee, or have any Part or Portion in 
Thee, who cam cot Ree 
thy Feet? Yet ſince Thou holdeſt up the 
Scepter, I am bold to come and touch. 0 te 
—— thy Mercy; — 2 
| off, when Thou bidde me to come, would 
be at once to undo myſelf, and rebel Thee. 
Therefore, I bow my Soul to Thee, and with all 
poſſible Thankfulneſs, accept Thee as mine, and 
give up myſelf ro Thee as thine Thou ſhalt be 
vereign over me, my King and f WN 
Thou ſhalt be in the Throne, and all 
ſhall bow to Thee they Salk aha 
before thy Feet; Thou ſhale be my Portion 
b ————— 


"Ta 


and Prevalency of thy Interceſſion; I ſu 
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Tuo calleſt ſor my Heart: Oh that it were 
any way dat far thine, — ! Iam umvorthy, 
O Lom, everlaſtingl _—_ 17 —— 

But ſince — haves t la. 

my Heart o Thee take it, it is —— — 
it were better! But, Lox, I put it into thine 
Hand, who alone canſt mend it; mould it aſter 
thine own Heart, make it as — wouldſt have 
it, haly, humble, heavenly, ſoft, tender, h 
got eee Ham © 


"Coun, Lonp Jeſus, come 3 enter in — 
umphantly: Take me to Thee for ever. I give u 
Thee, I come to Thee as the only Way to the 1 
ther, as the only Mediator, — cedeimedto 
PATE! "noch I have .myſelf, but in 
Thee is my Help: Save, Lomp, or periſh ; I 
am worthy to die, e Never was 
he is —— Bans than Death and 
Hell is due to me for my Sins; but I fly to thy 
Merits, I truſt alone to the Virtue of thy Sacrifice, 
it to thy 


I make 'Choice of thy Government: 


| Stand open, ye everlaſting Doors, that the King 


an. 


O Anon 8 pirit of the-moſt High, the Com- 
bende and SanAtibier: of thy Choſen ; come in with 
all thy glorious Train, all thy Fruits and Graces; 
let me be thine Habitation : — can give Thee but 
What is — already | but here, with the 
poor Widow, 11 my Soul and 
my Body into thy Treaſury, full — — 
up to Thee, to be-fanftifed by to 
vants'to Thee: They el bo hy — — 
Thou their Malady; they ſhall be thy Agents, go- 
vern Thou their Motions. Too — have I ſerved 


the World, too long have I hearkened to Satan; 


but 
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but now I renounce them all, and will be ruled by 
05 2 and Directions, and guided by thy 
ounſel. 


O BLEssED Trinity! O glorious Unity! I de- 
liver up myſelf to Thee; receive me; write thy 
Name, O LorD, upon me, and upon all that I 
have, as thy proper Goods: Set thy Mark upon 
me, upon ev Lec of my Body, and every 
Faculty of my Soul. I have choſen thy Precepts; 
thy Law will I lay before me: This ſhall be the 
Copy which I will keep in my Eye, and ſtudy to 
write after. According to this Rule do I reſolve, 
by thy Grace, to walk; after this Law ſhall my 
whole Man be governed; and though I cannot 
perfectly keep one of thy Commandments, yet I 
will allow myſelf in the Breach of none. I reſolve, 
in the Power of thy Grace, to cleave to Thee and 
+ thy holy Ways, whatever it coſt me. I am ſure, 
cannot come off a Loſer by Thee, therefore I 
will be content with Reproach and Difficulties, 
and Hardſhips here; and will deny myſelf, and 
take up my Cross and follow Thee. LoD Feſus, 
thy Yoke is eaſy, thy Croſs is welcome, as it is 
the Way to Thee. I lay aſide all Hopes of worldly 
Happineſs ; I will be content to tarry till I come 
to Thee: Let me be poor and low, little and de- 
ſpiſed here, ſo I may be admitted to live and reign 
with Thee hereafter. Lox p, Thou haſt my 
Heart and Hand to this Agreement: Be ir as the 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians, never to be re» 
verſed: To this I will ſtand; in this Reſolution, 
by Grace, I will live and die. I have ſworn, and 
will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous 
J *. I have given my free Conſent, I have 
made my everlaſting Choice: Lox D Teſus, con- 
firm the Contract. Amen. q 
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CHAP. VII. 
Containing the Motives to Conver fin. 


TF Hovon what is faid of the Neceffity 
of Converſion, and of the Miſeries of the 
nconverted, might be fufficient to induce any 
conſidering Mind to refolve upon a preſent turning 
to Gop ; yet ing what a piece of deſperate 
Odſtinacy the Heart of Man naturally is, I have 
thought it neceffary to add ſome Motives to per- 
| ſuade you hereto. | BE 


Lond, fail me not now, at my loft Attempts. 4 
2 read hitherto, * þ ho touch 
mw, Loxp, fafice in him, and db thy Work : New 
take him by the Heart, vvercome him, wade him, 
"ill he Jay, Thou haſt prevailed, for Thou wert 
IF Prronger than I. Lon, digft Thou not make me a 
fiſher of Men Aud have Þ toiled all this while, and 
= caught nothing ? Alas ! that T ſhould have fpent my 
| Strength Nought! And now I am caſting my la 
| Lord Je, fland Thou upon the Shore, ami dire! 
do and where T ſhall ſpread ny Net; ih vie 
mcloſe with Arguments the Souls T ſeek for, that t 
| m not be able to get out. Now, Lokp, for a mul- 
| ritude of Souls ! Now for a full Draught / O Lord 
Gop, renember me, I pray Thee, and flrenęthen me 


this once, O Gop. 


Men and Brethren, Heaven and Earth call 
upon you; yea, Hell itfelf doth preach the Doc- 
trine of Repentance unto you; the Angels of the 
Churches travel with you ; the Angels of Heaven 
wait for you, for your turning to Gop, O . 

1 5 
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Why ſhould the Devils make merry with thee ? 
Why ſhouldſt thou be a Morſel for t 2 
Leviathan? Why ſhould Harpies and Hell- 

tear thee, and make a Feaſt thee? and when 
they have got thee iato the and have faſt- 
ened their Talons in thee, laugh at thy Deſtruc- 
tion, and deride thy Miſery ? This muſt be thy 
Caſe, except thou turn: And were it not 

thou ſhouldſt be a Joy to Angels, chan a Laugh- 
ing-ſtock for Devils ? H thou wouldſt but come 
in, the heavenly Hoſt would take up their An- 
thems, and ſing, Glory be ta Gor in the higheſt ; 
the Morning Stars would together, and all 
the Sons of Gop ſhout for Joy. The glorious 
Spirits would rejoice, in that there is a new Bro- 
ther added to their Society, another Heir bozn to 
their Lon p, and the loſt Son received ſafe and 
ſound. The true Penitent's Tears, are indeed, 
the Wine that cheareth both Gop and Man. 


Irx it be little that Men and Angels would re- 
Joice at thy Converſion, know that Gop Himſelf 
would rejoice over thee, even with ſinging, and 
reſt in his Love. Never did Jacob, with ach Joy, 
weep over the Neck of his 7o/eph, as thy heavenly 
Father would rejoice over thee. Look over the 
Story of the Prodigal: Methinks I ſee how. the 
aged Father lays alide his Eſtate, and forgets his. 
Years: Behold how he runneth ! Oh, the Haſte 
that Mercy makes! The Sinner makes not half 
that Speed. Methinks I ſee how his Bowels turn, 
how his Compaſſions yearn, (How quick-fighted 
is Love!) Mercy ſpies him a great Way off; 
2 his riotous Gourſes, horrid Unthankful-- 
neſs, debauched Practices, (not a Word of theſe} 

but receives him with open Arms, claſps about his 
Neck, forgets his Rags, kifleth the Lips that de- 
ſerve to be loathed, calls for the fatted Calf, the 

15 1 belt 


202 - An ALARM 75 
beſt Robe, the Ring, the Shoes, the beſt Cheer 


in Heaven's Store, the beſt Attire in Heaven's 
Wardrobe; yea, the Joy cannot be held in one 
Breaſt, others muſt be called to participate; the 
Friends muſt meet, and make merry; Angels 
muſt wait, but the Prodigal muſt be ſet at Table, 
under his Father's Wing: He is the Joy of the 
Feaſt, he is the ſweet Subject of the Father's De- 
light : The Friends ſympathize, but none knows 
the Felicity the Father takes in his new-born Son, 
whom he hath received from the Dead. Methinks 
J hear the Muſick and Dancing at a Diſtance. O 
the Melody of the heavenly Choriſters ! I cannot 
Jearn the Song, but methinks I over-hear the Bur- 
den, at which all the harmonious Choir, with one 
Conſent, ſtrike ſweetly in: For this my Son was 
dead, and is alive again; 1wwas loſt, and is found. I 
need not farther explain the Parable; Gop is the 
Father, Chriſt is the Cheer, his Righteouſneſs the 
Robe, his Graces the Ornaments; Miniſters, 
Szints, and Angels, the Friends and Servants ; 
and thou that readeſt (if thou wilt but unfeignedly 
repent) the welcome Prodigal, the happy Inſtance 
— this Grace and bleſſed Subject, of this Joy and 
ve. 4 


O Rock! O Adamant! What! not moved 
yet? Not yet reſolved to turn forthwith, and to 
cloſe with Mercy? I will try thee yet once again: 
If one were ſent to thee from the dead, wouldſt 
thou be perſuaded? Why, hear the Voice from 
the dead, from the damned, crying to thee that 

thou ſhouldſt repent. 7 Tees thee, that thou won 
fend him to my Father's Houſe, for I have froe Bre- 
_ thren, that he may teflify unto them, leſt they 40/5 
come into this Place of Torment. Hear, O Man! 
thy Predeceſſors in Impenitence preach to thee 


from the infernal Gibbet, O look down into the 
by | | bottom- 
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bottomleſs Pit: See how the Smoke of their Tor- 
ment aſcendeth for ever and ever! How black are. 
the Fiends, how furious their Tormentors ? It is 
their only Muſick-to hear how their miſerable Pa- 
tients roar, to hear their Bones crack: It is their 
Meat and Drink, to ſee how their Fleſh frieth, 
and their Fat droppeth;; to drench them with burn- 
ing Metal, and to rip open their Bodies, and to 
pour in fierce burning Braſs into their Bowels, and 
the Receſſes and Ventricles of their Hearts. What 
thinkeſt thou of thoſe Chains of Darkneſs, of thoſe. 
Inftruments of ? Canſt thou be content to 
burn ? Seeft thou how the Worm: gnaweth, how 
the Oven gloweth, how the Fire rageth? What 
ſayeſt thou to that River of Brimſtone, dark and 
horrible, that Gulph of Perdition ? Wilt thou take 
up thy Habitation there? Oh, lay thine Ear to the 
Door of Hell Fan thou — Curſes and Blaſ- 
hemies, the Weeping and Wailings; how th 
their Folly, and curſe their Day? How 
do they roar and yell, and their Teeth ? 
How deep are their Groans ? How feeling are their 
Moans? How unconceivable are their Miſeries ? 
If the Shrieks of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram were: 
fo terrible, (when the Earth clave aſunder, and 
opened her and ſwallowed them up) that 
all//-ael fled at the cry of them: Oh, how fear- 
ful would the Cry be, if Gop ſhould take off the 
Covering from the Mouth of Hell, and let the Cry 
of the damned aſcend in all its Terror among the 
CO I Nos of all their Moans and 
Miſeries, is piercing, killing Emphaſis 
—— friends e 1 


War, as Gov liveth, that made thy Soul, thou 
art but a few Hours diſtant from all this, . except 
thou:repent,. and be converted. 

£ . Aa3 Om, 
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On, I am even loſt and ſwallowed up in abun- 
dance of thoſe Arguments that I might ſuggeſt, If 
there be any Point of Wiſdom in all the World, 
it is to repent; if there be any thing righteous, 
any thing reaſonable, this is it: If there be any 
_ in the World that may be called Madn 
— 1 that may be counted ſotti ſh 
abſurd, Her yaw x unreaſonable, it is this, to go 
on in thine unconverted Eſtate. Let me beg thee, 
as thou wouldſt not wilfully deſtroy thyſelf, to ſit 
down and weigh, beſides what — been ſaid, 
theſe followin 2 and let Conſcience ſpeak, 
if it be not Reaſon _ thou 2 repent and 
12 


1. Tux Gop that made thee, doth maſt graciouſly 
invite thee. 


= irt, His 1955 cet and merciful Nature dath 
muite thee. O the Kindneſs of Gop, his working 
Bowels, his tender Mercies ! are infinitely 
above our Thoughts ; higher than Heaven, what 
can we do? Deeper — Hell, what can we 


know r He is ul of Compare, and gracious ; long 
cy. 


Suffering, plenteous in This is a great 
Argument to perſuade Sinners to come in: Turn 


unto the Lox D her Gop, for He is gracious and 
—— ful, to Anger, of great Kindneſs, and ro. 
* the Evil. Gop would not re- 
= _ the vil, it were a Diſcouragement to us 
to repent. . If there were no H of Mercy, it 
were no ſuch Wonder if Rebels ſhould ſtand out: 
But never had Subjects ſuch a gracious Prince, 
ſuch Patience, Clemency, Pity, to deal with, as 
you have. Who is a Gon like unto Thee, that par- 
doneth Iniquity ? { 7" any; ſee what a Gop you 
- have to deal with! If will but turn, He wil 


turn again, and have on you, He will 
ſubdue 
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ſubdue your Iniquities, and caſt all your Sint into the 
Depth af the Sea. Return unto me, ſaith the Lox vo 
of Hoſts, and I will return unto you. Sinners do 
not fail in that they have too high Thoughts of 
God's Mercies, but in that, 1. They overlook his 
Su, 2. They promiſe themſelves Mercy out - of 

;0D's Way. His Mercy is beyond all Imagination; 
great Mercies, manifold Mercies, tender Mercies, 
ſure. Mercies, everlaſting Merctes, and all thy own 
if thou wilt but turn. Art thou willing to come 
in? Why, the Lorp hath laid aſide his Terror; 
erected a Throne of Grace, holds forth the golden 
Scepter : Touch, and live. Would a merciful 
Man ſlay his 2 when proſtrate at his Feet, 
acknowledging his Wrong, begging Pardon, and 
offering to enter with him into a- Covenant of 


Peace? Much leſs will the merciful Goos. 


Secondly, His Calls and Promiſes invite thee. 
Ah, what an earneſt Suitor is Mercy | How lo- 
vingly, how inſtantly it calleth after thee | How 
paſhonately it wooeth thee | Return, thou back- 
ſiding Iſrael, faith the Lox p, and I will not cauſe 
mine Anger to fall upon you, for I am merciful, faith 
the LorxD, and I will not keep. Anger far ever: 
Only acknowledge thine Iniguity. Turn, O back- 
ſiding Children, ſaith the Lord, fer I am married 
unto you Return, and I will heal your back-ſlidings. 
As I live, faith the LoxD Gon, I have no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that be turn 
from his way, and. live. Turn ye, turn ye, from 
your evil Mays, for why will ye die, O Houſe of If- 
rael? Repent, and turn yourſelves from all your 
Traiifgreſſions,; ſo Iniguity ſhall not be peur Ruin. 
Caſt away from you, all your Tranſgreſſuns, and 
make you a clean Heart, and a n:w Spirit; for why 
will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? for ITS 


% 


Ar ArLaAnmi 


296 


fave in the Death of him that dieth, ſaith the Lon 


Gop, twherefore turn yourſelves, and live ye, 


O wBBTING, gracious Words | The Voice of 
2 Gop, and not of a Man! This is not the Man- 
ner of Men, for the offended Sovereign to ſue to 
the offending Traitor. How doth. Mercy follow 
thee, and plead with thee ! Is not thy Heart broken 
yet? Oh, that tos Day you would hear his Voice. 


2. The Doors of Heaven are thrown open to thee, 
the roerlafliing Gates are ſet wide for thee, and an 
abundant Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven ad. 
muiniſtred to thee. Chrift now thee, (as 
her Huſband) Ariſe, and take Poſſefſion. View the 
Glory of the other World as ſet forth in the Ma 
of the Goſpel. Get thee up into Piſgab, and lik 
up thine Eyes Weſtward, Northward, Southward, 
and Eaſtward, and noone een 

goodly Mountain. the 
Go, watered with the Streams of 
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thy Reſolutions. Wilt thou embrace this for thy 
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diſtracted that will not take Poſſeſſion, when the 
Gates are flung upon to thee, and thou art bid to 
enter ? O ye Sons of Folly, will ye embrace the 
Dunghills and refuſe the Kingdom? Behold the 
Loxp Gop taketh you up into the Mountain, 
ſhews you the Kingdom of Heaven, and all the 
Glory thereof, and tells you, All this will give 
v if you will fall down and worſhip me: If you 
will ſubmit to Mercy, accept my Son, and ſerve 
me in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs! O Fools" and 


ſino of Heart to believe! Will you ſeek and ſerve 


the World, and neglect eternal Glory? What! 
Not enter into Paradiſe, when the flaming Sword, 
that was once ſet to keep you out, is now uſed to 
drive you in! But you will ſay, I am uncharitable 
to think you Infidels and Unbelicvers. Why, What 
{ball T think you? Either you are deſperate Unbe- 
lievers, that do not credit it; or, ſtark diſtracted, 
if you know and believe the Excellency” and 
Eternity of his Glory, and yet do ſo fearfully'neg- 
lect it. - Surely you . no Faith, or no Reaſon. 


Ir thou ay thou believeſt, let me next know 


appineſs ? Wilt thou forego thy ſinful Gains, thy 


forbidden Pleaſures ? Wilt thou be content to take 


up with preſent Reproach and Poverty, if it lie in 
thy Way to Heaven, and follow the Loxp with 
humble Self-denial, in a mortified and Fleſh-dif- 
pleaſing Life? If ſo, all is thine, and that for 
ever. Art not thou fairly offered ? Is it not Pity 
but he ſhould be damned, that will needs go on and 
pol when all this may be had for the Taking? 
na Word, Wilt thou now cloſe with theſe Prof- 
fers? Wilt thou take Gor at his Word? Wilt 
thou let go the World, and rid thy Hands of thy 
Sins, and lay Hold on eternal Life? If 2 


u little 
. Hz will pluck = from the Paw of the Lion. 
I 


_ of Peace to you. 


beſtow 
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Conſcience tell thee whether thou art not diſtracted, 
FW 


3. Gop will fettle unſpeakable Privileges at pre- 
font upon thee. Though the Fall « 6. your 35 efſedneſ; 
© Hall 22 erred till 2 ter, yet GOD will give you 


ngs in 


The Serpent ſhall bruiſe your Heel, but you ſhall 
- bruiſe his Head. He ſhall deliver you from the 
preſent evil World. Proſperity ſhall not deſtroy 
2 Adverſity ſhall not ſeparate between Him and 
ou. He will redeem. you from the Power of the 
rave, and make the King of Terrors a Meſſenger 
He will take out the Curſe from 
the Croſs, and make Affliction the Fining-por, the 
Fan, the Phylick, to blow off the Chaff, purify the 
Metal, and purge the Mind. He will ſave you 
from de Arreſt of the Law, and turn the Curſe 
into a Bleſſing, He hath the Keys of Hell and 
Death, and ſhutteth that no Man openeth ; and 
He will ſhut its Mouth, as ance He did the Lions, 
eb wb be hurt of the Second Death. 


Bur fs ls not only faye you from Miſery, but 


inſtal. ſpeakable Prerogatives : He wil 
nee 0 you ; He will be a Friend 
Fathe unto you; He will be 3 


unts you, and a 


ha boa a Shield: In a Word? He will be a God 


to you. And what can be ſaid more? What you 
may expect that a Gop ſhould do for you, and be 
per. that He will be, that He will do. She that 


marries a Prince, expects he ſhould do for ber lik: 
à Prince, that ſhe may live in a ſuitable State, and 
-bave an anſwerable Dowry. He that hath a King 


for his Father, or Friend, expects he ſhould do for 
bim like a King. Alas] the Kings and _— 
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of the Earth, ſo much above you, are but like the 
inted Butterflies, if compared with Gop. As 
doth infinitely exceed the Glory and Power of 
his gliſteriog „ fo He will, beyond all Propor- 
tion, in doing for his-Favourites, whatever 
Princes can do for theirs. He will give you Grace 
and Glory, and with-hold no good Thing from you. 
He will take you for his Sons and Daughters, and 
make ing Heirs of his Promiſes, and eſtabliſh his 
everlaſting Covenant with you. He will juſtify 
you from All that Law, ience, Satan, can 
charge upon you. He will give you free Acceſs 


into his Preſence, n — 
ceive your Pra abide in you, and 
make you the Men of his Secrets, and hold a con- 


ſtant and friendly — wich you. His Ear 
ſhall be open, his Door open, his Store open at all 
Times to His Blefling ſhall reſt upon — 
00 opt abe 2 
work all Things for good unto you. | 
. The Terms of Merry ave brought as hw E 
po Me. 'Gop hath as low to Sinners, as 
with Honour He can. will not ſtain the Glory 
of his Holineſs : And whither could He come lower 
than He hath, unleſs He ſhould do this? He doth 
nos impoſe ary I unreaſonable, or impoſſible, 
FO : Condition of Lk upon you. Two Thi 
were to be done, according to the Tenor 
of the Firſt Covenant, by 1. . Ther you ſhould 
fy the Demands of Toft or yo Offence, 
you ſhould perform perfectly, and 
2 the able Low j re 
ek are'to-us impoſſible But behold Gop's 
gracious 3 in A _ doth not ſtand 
upon Satisfaction; He 2 but that you 
ſhould accept his Son, fe ſhall be Righteouſ- 
— ů _ * 


| 
| 
| 
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Obedience,' here He is content to yield to your 
Weakneſs, and omit the Rigour. He doth not 
ſtand upon Perfection (as a Condition of Life, 
though He ſtill inſiſts upon it as due) but is content 
to accept of Sincerity. Though you cannot pay 
the full Debt, He will accept you according to that 
which you have, and take Willingneſs for doing, 
and the Purpoſe for the Performance, 2 Cor. viii. 
12. of 


On, conſider your Maker's Condeſcenſion, let 
me ſay to you, as Naaman's Servant to him; my 
Father, if the Prophet had bid thee do ſome great 
Thing, wouldft thou | not have done it ? How much 
rather tuben he ſaith unto thee, waſh” and be clean? 
If Gop had demanded ſome terrible, ſome ſevere, 
and rigorous Thing of you, to eſeape eternal Dam- 
nation, would you not have done it ? Suppoſe it 
had been to ſpend all your Days in Sorrow in ſome 
howling Wilderneſs, or pine your ſelves with Fa- 
mine, or to offer the Fruit of your Bodies for the 
Sin of your Souls, would you not have thankfully 
accepted eternal Redemption, though theſe had 
been the Conditions? Yea; farther : If Gop ſhould 
have told you, you ſhould have fried in the Fire 
for Millions of Ages, or have been ſo long tor- 
mented in Hell, would you not have acceptedyit ! 
Alas! All theſe are not ſo much as one Sand in 
the Glaſs, of Eternity. If your offended Creator 
ſhould have held you but one Vear upon the Rack; 
and then bid you come and forſake your Sins, ac- 
cept Ghri/t,. and ſerve him a few . Years in Self- 
denial, or lie in this Caſe for ever and ever: Do 
you think you ſhould have diſputed the Terms, and 
have been unreſolved whether to accept of the 


Motion? O Sinner, return and live: Why ſhouldeſt 
thou die, when Life is to be had for the Taking! 


Couldit thou fay indeed, Lonn, 1 know that thou 
» i $A | 
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an hard Man, thou hadſt ſome little Excuſe : 
But when the Gop of Heaven had ſtooped fo low, 


and bated fo far, if now thou ſhouldt ſtand off, 
op ack penny pentirav 


5. WHEREIN you are impotent Gov. deth offer 
Grace to enable you. What though you are plunged 
into that Miſery, from which you can never get 
out? Chriff ereth to help you out; he ſtretcheth 
1 and if you periſh, it is for re- 
fuſing his Help. Behold, I fand at the Door, and 
hnock : | 2 —2 = to me, I will come in. 
What poor, and wretched, and 
blind, and 3 Chrift offereth a Cure for your 
Blindneſs, a Cover for your Nakedneſs, a 2 
for your Poverty, he tendereth you his Righ 
neſs, his Graces : I counſel thee to buy of me Gold, 
that thou mayeſt be rich; and white Raiment, that 
thou mayeſ be cloathed; and anoint thine Eyes with 
Eye-ſalve, that thou mayefl ſee. Do you ſay, That 
Condition is impoſſible, for I have not ith 
to buy? You muſt know that this This buying 4 
by oney, and 8 _ 4 This buying is 

begging, and ing with Diligence 
in the Uſe of D's Means. God com- 

thee to know him, and to fear him. Doſt 
thou ſay, Yea, but my Mind is blinded, and my 
Heart is hardened from this Fear? I anſwer, Gop 
doth offer to enlighten thy Mind, and to teach thee 
his Fear. So that now, if Men live in Ignorance, 
— Eftrangement from the Logo, it is becauſe 
bey will not underfland, and defire not the Knowledge 
725 Ways, Job xxi. 14. If thou "7. 
nowledge, if thou ſecleſt her as Silver, 
thou underſtand the Fear of the Loxp, and find 205 
Knowledge of Gon, Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5. Is not here 
a — » Turn you at my Reproof, Behold, I 
will pour ont Spirit wpon you, V. i. 2% 
Vor, XXIV.” a B b * Though 
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Though of your ſelves you can do nothing, yet 
you may do all through his Spirit enabling you; 
and he doth offer Aſſiſtance to yu. Gon bids you 
waſh, and make you clean, Iſa. i. 16. You lay you 
are unable, as much as the Leopard to out 
his Spots, Fer. xiii. 23. Vea, but the Loxp doth 
offer to purge you; ſo that if you be filthy Kill, it 
is through your own Wilſulneſs, Jer. xiii. 27. 
Q Jeruſalem, wilt thou net be made clean li hen 
Hall it once be ? 'Gop doth wait when you will be 
made clean, when you will yield to his Motions, 
and accept of his Offers, and let him do for and in 
you, what you cannot do for your ſelves. You 
do not know how much Gop will do upon your 
> Sao and inſtant 
with Him. | 


- Trxov art not able to believe, nor repent :\Gop 
appoints thee to uſe ſuch Means in order to thy ob- 
taining Faith and Repentance: Doth not this 

that Gop will beſtow theſe upon thee if 
thou doſt ply him diligently in Prayer, Medita- 
tion, Reading, Hearing, Self-examination, and the 
reſt of his — wiſe Gop ſhould but 


mock his poor Creatures, to put them upon theſe 
Endeavours; and then, when they have been put 
hard to it, and continued waiting upon him for 
Grace, deny them at laſt. Surely if a ſweet na- 
tured Man would not deal thus, much leſs will the 
molt merciful and gracious Gon. f 


2 
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The CONCLUSION: 


ND now, my Brethren, let me know your 
Minds : What do you intend to do? Will 

you go on and die? Or will you. ſet upon a tho- 
rough and ſpeedy Converſion, and lay hold on eter- 
nal Life? How long will ye linger in Sadem! How 
long will you halt between two Opinions? Are 
you not yet reſolved whether Chri/t or Barabbas ? 
Can the World do that for you that Chrift can? 
Will it ſtand by you to Eternity? Will Pleaſures, 
Titles, Lands, "I'reafures deſcend with you? If 
not, had you. not Need look: after ſomewhat that 
will! What mean you to ſtand wavering to be off 
and on? Fooliſh Children! How long will you ſtick 
between the Womb and the World ? Shall I leave 
you ꝛt laſt no farther than Agrrppe, but almoſt 
perſuaded? Why, you are for ever loſt, if left 
here: As good not at all, as not altogether Chriſ- 
tians. You ate Half of the Mind to give over your 
negligent Life, and to ſet a ſtrict and holy Courſe; 
yau could wiſh you were as ſome others are, and 
could do as they can do: How long will you reſt 
in idle Wiſhes and fruitleſs Purpoſes ? When will 
vou come to a fixed, full, and firms Reſolve Do 
not you ſee how Satan gulls you, by tempting yu 
to Delays? How long hath he toll'd you on in the 
Way of Perdition? How many Years: have you 
been purpoſing to. amend ?: What, it Gon ſhould: 
have taken you off this while? 


Wehl, put me not off with a dilatory Anſwer : 
Tell me not of heareafter, I muſt have your pre- 
not B b 2 ſent 
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ſent Conſent. If you be not now reſolved, while 
the Lorp is treating with you, and wooing of 
you, much leſs are you like to be hereafter, when 
theſe Impreſſions ate worn out, and you are hardned 
through the Deceitſulneſs of Sin. Will you give 
me your Hands? Will you ſet open the Doors, and 
give the LoRD Jeſus full and preſent Poſleffon ? 
ill you put ron ames into his Covenant? Will 
you ſubſcribe ! What do you reſolve upon ? If you 
are ſtill upon your Delays, my Labour is loſt, and 
all is like tq come to nothing. Come caſt in your 
Lot, make your Choice: Now ig the accepted Time, 
new is the Day of Salvation: To Day if you wall 
hear his Veice— Why ſhould not this be the Day 
from whence thou ſhouldſt be able to date thine 
Happineſs? Why ſhouldſt thou venture a Day 
longer in this dangerous and dreadful Condition ? 
What if Gop ſhould this Night require thy Soul? 
Oh that theu mighteft know, in this thy Dey, the 
Things that belong unto thy Peace, before they be hid 
from thine Eyes! This is thy Day: Others have 
had their Day, and have received their Doom; and 
now art thou brought upon the Stage of this World, 
here to act thy Part for a whole Eternity. Remem- 
ber thou art now upon thy good Behaviour for 
everlaſting ; if thou make not a wiſe Choice now, 
thou art undone for ever. Look, what thy preſent 
Choice is, ſuch muſt thy eternal Condition be. 


AND is it true, indeed: Is Life and Death at 
thy Choice? Then, what hinders but that thou 
ſhouldſt be happy ? Nothing doth or can hinder, 
but thine own wilful N „or Refuſal. See, 
here is Chri/t; here is Mercy, Pardon, Life: What 
hinders, but that thou ſhouldſt be pardoned, and 
faved. One of the Martyrs, as he was praying at 
the Stake, had his Pardon ſet by in a Box, {which 
indeed he refuſed deſervedly, becauſe upon un 

6:4 ot - worthy 
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worthy Terms): But here the Terms are moſt ho- 
nourable and eaſy- O Sinner, wilt thou born with 

thy Pardon by thee ? Do but forthwith conſent to 
renounce thy Sins, deny thy ſelf, take up the Croſs, 
and thou catrieſt the Day; Cbriſt is thine, Pardon, 

Peace, Life, Bleſſedneſs, all are thine: And is not 
this an Offer worth the embracing ? Why ſhouldſt 

thou heſitate, -or doubtfully diſpute about the Caſe? 

Is it not paſt Controverſy, Whether Gop be better 
than Sin, and Glory better than Vanity ? Why 
ſhouldſt thou forſake thine own Mercy, and fin 
inſt thine own Life? When wilt thou ſhake 
thy Sloth, and lay by thine Excuſes ? Boaft not 
thy ſelf of To-morrow, thou knoweſt not where 


this Night may lodge thee. 


- BzxLovepD, Now the Holy pies is ſtriving with 
you : He will not always ſtrive. Haſt thou not 
telt thy Heart warmed by the Word, and been 
almoſt perſuaded to leave off thy Sins, and come to 
Gop ? Haſt thou not felt ſome good Motions in 

| thy Mind, wherein thou baſt been warned of thy 

| Danger, and told what thy carcleſs Courſe would 
end in? It may be thou art like young Samuel, 

| who when the Lozp called once and again, knew 

| not the Voice of the Lox D. But Motions, 
are the Offers, and Calls, and Strivings of the Spi; 
rit. Oh, know the Day of thy Viſitation 


Now the Lonxp Feſws ſtretcheth wide his Arms 
| to receivg you: He beſeecheth you by us. How 
| movingly, how meltingly, how paſſionately He cal- 
| leth | Wilt chou turn à deaf Ear to his Voice? It 
| is not the Voice. that breaketh the Cedars, and 
maketh the Mountains to ſkip like à Calf; that 
thaketh the Wilderneſs, and divideth the Flames of 
Fire ; It is not Sinai's Thunger, but 
Kill Voice. * oice of 
ofa Bb 3 


a Voice 


% 
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a Voice of curſing and Terror; but the Voice of 
Mount Gerinim, the Voice of Blefling and of glad 
Tidings. It is not the Voice of the Trumpet, nor 
the Noiſe of War; but a Meſſage of Peace from 
the King of Peace. I may ſay to thee, O Sinner, 
as Martha to her Siſter, The. Maſter is come, and 
calleth for thee. - Now, with Mary, ariſe quickly, 
and come unto him. How ſweet are his Invita- 
tions | He crieth in the open Concourſe, If any 
Man thirſt, let him come age me and drink. How 
free is el He excludeth none: Whoſoever will, 
let him come and take the Water 0 of Life freely. Who 
is fumple, let him turn in bither, Come eat of my Bread, 
drink of the Wine which 1 have mingled. Come unto 
me, take my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, and ye 
ſhall find Ref unto your Souls, Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wiſe caft out. How doth He 
bemoan the obſtinate Refuſer ? O Jeruſalem, Je- 
ruſalem! How often would I have gathered thy 
Children as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
Wings, and welds not : Behold me, behold me; 
1 have flretched out my Hands all the Day to à re- 
bellious People. "Oh be perſuaded now at laſt, to 
throw your ſelves into te Arms of Love. 


.:-BemoLn, O ye Sons of Men, the Lon b us 
bath thrown open the Priſons and now He cometh 
to you, and beſeecheth you to come out. If it 

were from a Palace, or a Paradiſe, that Chriſi did 
call 3 you, it were no Wonder if you were unwilling; 
but it is from your Priſon, from you Chains, 
from the Dungeon, from the Darkneſs, that He 
calleth you; and yet will pa come ? He cal- 
leth you unto Liberty, and yet will you not 
hkearken ? His Yoke is ly; his Laws are Liberty, 
his Service Freedom ; and (whatever Prejudices you 
have againſt his Ways) if Gop may be believed, 

you ſhall find them all Pleaſure and Peace, * 
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| taſte Sweetneſs and Joy unutterable, and take infi- 


nite Delight and Felicity in them. 


BEeLoveD, I am loath to leave you: I cannot 


tell how to give you over. Iam now ready to ſhut 
up, but fain I would drive this Bargain between 
Chriſt and you before I end. What ! Shall Heave 
you as I found you at laſt? Have you read hither- 


to, and are not yet reſolved upon a preſent aban- 


doning all your Sins, and cloſing with Chrift? Alas! 


What ſhall I ſay, what ſhall I do? Will you turn 


off all my Importunity? Havel run in vain? Have 
I uſed ſo many Arguments, and ſpent ſo much Time 
to perſuade you, and yet muſt fit down in Diſap- 
pointment? But is it a ſmall Matter that you turn 
me off; you put a Slight upon the Gop that made 

ou, you reject the Bowels of a Saviour, and will 
be found Reſiſters of the Holy Ghoſt, if you will 
not now be prevailed with to repent and be con- 
verted. Nec nenen | 


WII, though I have called you long, and ye 
have refuſed, I ſhall yet this once more lift up m 
Voice like a Trumpet, and cry from the highelt 
Places of the City before I conclude. ' Once more 
I ſhall call after regardleſs Sinners, that, if it be 
poſſible, I may awaken them. O Earth, Earth, 
Earth, hear the Word of the Lox D. Unleſs you 
are reſolved to die, lend your Ears to the laſt Calls 
of Mercy. Behold, in the Name of Gop I make 
an open lamation to you: Hearken unto me, O 
ye Children : Hear Inſtruction and be wiſe, and re- 
fuſe it nt. | I mls 


| Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to the Wa- 
ters; and he that hath no Money, come ye, buy, and 
nr 


1. 
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Money fer that which is not Brrad, and — rank 
for that which ſatisfieth not ® Hearken diligently un- 
to me, ald eat ye-that which is good, and let yur 
Soul delight it _ Fatneſs. Incline your Ear, and 
come unto me; hear, and your Soul ſhall live, and 1 
_ will make an everlaſting 
fare Mercies of David. 


Ho, every one that is ſick of any Manner of 

or Torment, or is poſſeſſed with an evil 

Spirit, whether of Pride, or Fury, or Luft, or 

Covetouſneſs, come to the Phyſician, bring away 

r Sick: Lo, here is He thar bealeth all. — 

7 Sickneſs,. and all Mamer of Diſeaſes among the 
eople. T IC 7 7 7 1 


| | Ho, every one that is in Debt, and every one 

that is in Diſtreſs, and every one that is diſcon - 
tented; gather yourſelves unto Chri/?, and He will 
become a Captain over you. He will be your Pro- 
tection from the Arreſts of the Law, He will fave 
you from the Hand of Juſtice. — =_ is an 
open Sanctuary to you, he is a known Refuge. 
Away with your — and — — yo left 
the Anger of the Lord ſeize you, vouring 


Ha, every ignorant Sinner, come and buy E 

falve, that thou mayeſt ſee. Away with thine 

cuſes; thou art for ever loſt, if thou continueſt in 
this Eſtate. Rut accept of Ghr:# for thy Prophet, 
and He will be a Light unto thee. Cry unto Him 
for Knowledge, ſtudy his Word, take Pains about 
the Principles of Religion, humbie thyſelf before 
Him, and He will teach thee his Way, and make 
thee wile unto Salvation: But if thou wilt not — 
"Fg ow 


Covenant with you, even the 
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low Him, but fit down becauſe thou haſt but one 
Talent, He will condemn thee for a wicked and 


flothſul Servant. ö 


Ho, every profane Sinner, come in and live: 
Return unto the Lon p, and He will have Mercy 
upon thee: Be entreated: Oh, return, come: Thou 
that haſt filled thy Mouth with Oaths and Execra- 
tions, all Manner of Sins and Blaſphemies ſhall be 
forgiven thee, if thou wilt but thoroughly turn to 
Chrift. Though thou waſt as unclean as Magaa- 
len, yet put away thy Whoredoms out ;4 thy Sight, 
and tbine Adulteries from between thy Breaſts, and 
give up thyſelf unto Chrift, as a Veſſel of Holineſs 
alone for his Uſe; and then, though thy Sins be as 
Scarlet, they all be as Wael; and though they be as 
Crimſon, they Hall be as white as Snow. . 

HEARx, O ye Drunkards, Haw: long will you be 
drunken! Put away your Nine. Though you have 
rolled in the Vomit of your Sin, diſgorge your be- 
loved Luſts, and the Loxn will receive you. Give 
up yourſelves unto Chrift, to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly ; embrace his Righteouſneſs, ac- 
cept his Government; and though you have been 
Swine, He will waſh you. | 1. 21cu$ifizh 


Hs Ax, O ye Scorners, hear the Word of the 
Loxn; though made a Sport at Godlineſs, and 
the Profeſſors eof, though you have made a 
Scorn of Chrift, and of his Ways; yet, even to 
you doth he call, to gather you under the Wings 


of his Mercy. In a Word, though you ſhould be 


found among the worſt of that = mY 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. yet upon your thorough Converſion you 
{hall be waſhed, you ſhall be juſtified, you ſhall be 
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ſanctiſied, r and od || 


the Spirit of our Goo. 


Ho, every formal Profeſſor, that art but a luke- 
warm Chriſtian, and, reſteſt in the Form of Godli- 
neſs, give over thy halving and thy halting; be a 
throughout Chriſtian; be zealous and repent, and 
then though thou hadſt been an Offence to Chris 
Stomach, thou ſhalt be the Joy of his Heart. 


AND: how bear witneſs that Mercy hath been of- 
fered you: I call Heaven and *. to record againſt 
you this ND that I have ſet before you Life and 
Death, Bleſſing and e therefore chu ſe Li 
that you may live, I can but woos you, and warn 
ous I cannot compel you to be hs if Leould, 

ould. What Anſwer will ye ſend me with to 
my Maſter? Let me 2 te you, as Abraham's 
— to them; Aud now i, you will deal hind!y 
and. truly with my Mafter,. tell mr. Oh, for ſuch a 
be Antena as Kebehah to them 75% 
Rebekah and ſaid unto her, Hilt thou go with 
ohis Man? And fhe' ſaid, T will co. O, that I had 
but this from you! Why ſhould I be your Acocuſer, 
ho thirſt ſor Salbation ? Why ſhould the 
paſſionate Pleadings and -Wooings of Mercy be 
turned into the horrid Aggravations of 1 * Obſti- 
4 Judge in yourſeſves: Do you not think 
ir Condemnation will be doubly: dreadful: that 
Deal all go on in their Sins, after all Endeavours 
to recall them? Doubtleſs, if bell be more telarable 
Tyre and Sidon, y-a,. for Sodom and Gomor- 


rah, in the Day of Judgment, E be A mae 


. = 


BzLovep, if you n 1 ai 
— cloſc with the preſent. Offers of Mercy U 
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Tf you would not continue and inereaſe the Pains 
of your travailing Miniſters, do not ſtick in the 
no If the Gop that made you have any Au- 
_— with you, obey his Command, come 
you are not the Deſpiſers of Grace, and 
—_ — ſhut up the Doors of Mercy againſt your- 
ſelves, repent and be converted. Let not Heaven 
ſtand open for you in vain: Let not the Loan 
Fu open his Wares, and bid you buy without 
loney and without Price in vain: Let not his = 
niſters and his Spirit ſtrive with 2 in vain, and 
leave you now at laſt unperſuaded, leſt the Sentence 
go forth againſt you; The Bellows are burnt, the 
Lead is conſumed of the Fire, the Founder melteth in 
vain. Reprobate Silver fhall Men call them, be- 
cauſe the LORD hath rej etted them. 


« FATHER of Spirits, take the Heart in Hand 
« that is too hard for my Weakneſs: Do not Thou 
« conclude,, though I have done; half a Word 
« from thine effectual Power will do the Work. 
« O Thou that haſt the Key of David, that open- 
« eſt and no Man ſhutteth; open Thou this Heart, 
eas Thou didft Lyaia's, and Het let the King of Glory 
« enter in, and make this Soul thy Captive. Let 
not the Tempter harden him in Delays: Let him 


«© not ſtir from this Place, nor take his Eyes from 


« theſe Lines, till he be reſolved to forego his Sins, 
« and to accept of Life upon thy Terms. 'In th 
Name, O Loxpd Gop, did I go forth to th e 
« Labours; in thy Name do 1 ſhut them up: Let 
e not all the Time they have coſt be but loſt Hours; 
let not all the Thoughts of my Heart, and all the 
“ Pains-that have been about them, be but loſt La- 
«* bour. LoRD, put in thine Hand into the Heart 
of this Reader, and ſend thy Spirit, as once Thou 
didſt Philip, to 258 himſelf to the Chariot of the 
« Eunuch, 


: 
| 
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„ Eunuch, while he was reading the Word. And 

though I ſhould never know it while I live, yet 
I beſeech Thee, O Loxp Gop, let it be found 
& at that Day, that ſome Souls are converted by 
« theſe Labours. And let ſome be able to ſtand 
<« forth and ſay, er beruf. they were 
von unto | Amen. Let him that 
* readeth ſay, Amen. a | 4 a 
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FOR 


Perſonal and Family GopLiness, 
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ELovep I deſpair of ever bringing you to 
B Salvation, wu SanQtificationz or poſ- 
of Happineſs, without perſuad- 

ing to lalineſs Gop knows I have not the 
att Hop ever of ſeeing one of your Faces in Hea- 
ven, rats be converted, and ſanctiſied, and 
ourſelves unto Godlineſs. I beſeech you 


to day Perſonal Godlinef and Family Godlinefs. 


1. PERSONAL Godlineſs. E. 
Ne — 


that you be TN and — 6s — unto 
rap Wt, nfei A ow of Chriſt ws 
you unfei w 

the Rule of your = 5 Thoughts and Actions; 
8 whels Many Members and Mind, 
ithful unto Him ou — 
=== 
cart. 
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Cbriſt upon you within. Begin with Hearts, 
elſe you build without Foundation. Lo to get 
a ſaving Change within, or elſe all external Perfor- 


mances will be-to no Purpoſe: And then ſtudy to. 


ſhew forth the Power of Godlineſs in thy Life. Let 
Piety be your firſt and great Buſineks: It is the 
higheſt Juſtice to give Gob his Due. Beware that 
none of you be a.prayerleſs Perſon; for that is a 
maſt certain Diſcoyery of a Chiiſtleſs and a oy 
leſs Perſon : Suffer not your Bibles to gather Du 

See that you converſe daily with the Word. That 
Man can never lay Claim to Bleſſedneſs, whoſe 
Delight is not in hs Law of the Lorp. Let 


Meditation and Scit-Examination be your daily 


Bur Picty without Charity is but half of Chri- 


ſtianity, or rather impious H 
divide the Tables: See — tht 
and love. Mercy,, and let Equity an 
like an even Thread thr pou all, your Dealings. 
Be yau- temperate-in all Things, and let 1 
and Sobriety. be your undivided, Companions, 


pocriſy. We may not 
Fhak you do juſtly, 
Charity run 


Truth and ——— & and Modeſty 3 918 the 


conſtant Ornament of your Speech atience 
and Humility, Sioaplicity, Sinceri 5 thine 4 an all 
the Parts of your Converſations. See that you for- 
give Wrongs, and requite them with Kandneſs, 
s you would be found Children of the moſt High 
Be merciſul in you; Cenſures, and pu the =o. .. 
vourable Conſttuction upon your Brethrens C . 
riage that their Actions will reaſonably 1 
ſlow in promiſing, punctual in 139 Let) 
_ nefs, and Innocency, Afﬀableneſs, Y 149M 50 
Courteſy commend your Converſations to all Men. 
Let none of your — want that Love and 


e that Reverence and Duty, that Tender- 
neis, Care and Vigilancy, which their ſeveral Places 
an 
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and Capacities call for; I charge you before the 
moſt High God, that none of you be found a 
Swearer, or a Liar, a Lover of evil Company, or 
a Scoffer, or malicious, or Covetous, or a 5 
ard, or a Glutton, unrighteous in his Deali 
clean in his Living, or a Quarreller, or a pier, 
or a Backbiter, or a Railer: For I denounce unto 
ou, from the Living God, that Deſtruction and 
mnation is the End of all ſuch. 


2. FAMILY Gadlineſi. He that hath ſet * | 
in his Heart, wif be ſure to ſet him up in his Ho 
Let every Family with you be a Chriſtian Church, 
every Houſe a Houſe of Prayer: Let every Houſe- 
holder ſay, with Jaſhua, I and my Houſe will ſerve 
the LokD; and rcfolve with David, I will walk 
within my Houſe with a Perfect Heart. Let me 
-preſs upon you a few Duties in general. 


Firſt, LE r Religion be in your Families, not as 
a Matter by the. by ( (to be minded at Leiſure,.when 
the World will you Leave) but the ſtanding 
| Buſineſs of the — 2 them have your Prayers 
as daily as their Meals. Is there of your Fa- 
milies but have Time to take Food 7 retched 
Man |! Canſt thou not ws Time eng 


_ Secondly, SETTLE it upon . your H FA 
— Souls are bound up in the Souls of your Fami- 
es. They are committed unto you, — if they 
be loſt — your Neglect, will be required at 
your Hands. Sirs, 1 u ſhall. know 
that the Charge of Souls is a heavy Guilt. O Man, 
: haſt thou a Charge of Souls —— — for, and daſt 
thou not yet ball thyſelf for them, that their Bload 
be not found in thy ? Wilt thou do no more 
for immortal Souls than for thy Beaſts that periſh ? 
N doſt thou for thy Children and Servants ? 
fl 2 JW Thou 
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Thou provideſt Meat and Drink for them, and 
doſt thou not the fame for thy Beaſts? Thou giveſt 
them Medicines, and cheriſheſt them when they be 
ſick: And doſt thou not as much for thy Swine? 


1. Le the ſolemn Reading of the Word and 
Singing of Pſalms be your Family Exerciſes. 


2. Lew every Perſon in your Families be duly 
called to an account of their profiting by the Word 
beard or read, as are about doing of your own 
Bufineſs. This is a Duty of Conſequence unſpeak- 

able, and would be a Means to bring thoſe under 

your Charge to remember and profit by what they 
receive. | 


3. Or rx take an Account of the Souls under 
| your Care, pn their ſpiritual Eſtates. Make 

nquiry into their Conditions, inſiſt much upon 
the Sinfulneſs and Miſery of their natural Eſtate, 
and the Neceſſity of Converſion in order to 
their Salvation. Admoniſh them gravely of their 
Sins, encourage their Beginnings. F them 
earneſtly, and let them have no Quiet for you, till 
you fee them in a faving Change. This is a Duty 
of high Conſequence, but (I am afraid) fearfully 

— 6a Doth not Conſcience ſay, thou art the 


414. Loox tothe ſtrict ſanctifying of the Sabbath 
all your Houſhold. Many poor Families have li 
Time elſe. O improve but your Sabbath-days as 
diligently in doing your Maſter's Work, as you do 
the other Days in doing your own Work, and I 
doubt not but you may come to ſome Proficiency. 


5. Ler 
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5: LerT the Morning and if 
ſolemn Prayer be dail ly offered up in all your Fami- 
lies. O miſerable Families without 10 D in the 
World that are without Family-Prayer! What! 
have you ſo many Family-Sins, F nity Wants, 
Family-Mercies, and yet no F amily- Prayers? How 
do you pray with all Prayer and Supplication, if 
you do not with Fam il Proper? 3 not, I have 
no Time. What, Tok has e on 
N ſerve Gon, — of — 12 Aug 

is this it for which thou canſt * no Time 
ind but a Heart, and I will find Time. - Pinch out 
of your Meals, and Sleep, rather, than want fox 
Prayer. Say not, My Bufinehs will not give Leave. 
This is the — — ſerve thyſelf, and 
the Souls committed to thee. In a Word, the Blef- 


of all is to be got by Prayer. Helps are to he 
1 * thou art better able. But if there be no 


other 2 thou muſt join with thy ablerNeigh- 


bour, Gon hath ſpecial Regard to int Prayer; and 
therefore you eee 1 
= eee nen | 


1 D, 


6 Por every one poof upon private 


ae Obſerve wh perform it. 
them the Help of a Form, if chey need it, till they | 
are able to go without it. Direct them how to 
y, by minding them of their Sins, Wants 71 | 
ercies, the Materials of 3 


7. SET up Catedbiſing iþ 38 Families, at leaſt 
once every Week. Have you no Dread of the Al- 
mi ghty's © that you ſhould teach theſe Things 
dilgenth to your Children, and talk of them as you fit 
in your Houſes; and train them up in the Way where- 
in they ſhould go? Hath Gop fo — Abra- 
ham, that he — teach his Children and Houſhold, 
A Ven ſuch a * to him thereupon; _ 

c 3 w 
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will you put in for a Share, neither in Praiſe, nor 
the Promiſe? Hath Chrift honoured Catechiſin 
9 * and will you not own it with 
your Practice? You will call them up and force 
them to-do your Work, and ſhould you not be as 
| 8 — — —4 

not, are and are not capable: 

be dull, Gon requires of you the more Pains — 

Patience; but dull as they are, you will make them 

learn how to work, and can they not learn as well 

how to live? Are e. ſteries of 
ur Trade, of the plain 


WII I you anſwer the Calls of divine Providence? 
Would you plant Nurſeries for the Church of Gop ? 
Would you that Gop ſhould build your Houſes, 
and bleſs your Subſtance? Would 4 5 n 
Children bleſs you? O then 
4 4 — 4757 9 be biet a, "She 


2 Blefling: Let your Hearts and your Houſes be the | 
Temples of the living 
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* 
« - 4 


That Humility 3 is a powerful Means to the 
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